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Hispanic Heritage Month kickoff rocks Skiles

WALLACE AND GROMIT
The cheese-loving inventor and dog duo, 

Wallace and Gromit, hit silver screens with 
their first full-length feature film. Page 15

TWIN TALES
Think having family in another state is 

troublesome? Twins have each other, constantly,  
as sources of support and annoyance. Page 11

By Scott Medway / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The A.French Building, named after a Pittsburgh industrialist in 1889, 
was first home to the then new Textile Engineering School.

French Building has unique history, old world flavor

See French, page 11

By Chanchala Kaddi
Contributing Writer

Some students are familiar with 
the A. French Building only as the 
site of the French computer lab. 

Others may just recognize it as the 
building across from Junior’s. 

For those who have never been 
there, the French Building, the 
original home of the school of Textile 
Engineering, is located on Cherry 
Street.

The French 
Bu i ld ing wa s 
constructed in 
1899, making it 
the fourth-old-
est building on 
campus. 

Only the Aca-
demic Building 
(Tech Tower), the 
Shop Building 
and the Knowles 
Dormitory were 
built before it. 

The French Building is part of the 
cluster of historic buildings near East 
Campus (the Hill District) that have 
a student-friendly environment. 

“It’s nice to have a mixture 
between modern and traditional 
structures on campus,” said Brandi 
Flanagan, a fifth-year Architecture 
major. 

“It’s a refreshing contrast to the 
new buildings.” 

“I like to see some older build-
ings on campus. I think it gives our 

campus character and charm,” said 
Hillary Coor, a fourth-year Me-
chanical Engineering major.

The construction of the French 
Building and the Textile Engineering 
program are recounted in Engineer-
ing the New South: Georgia Tech, 
1885-1985, a history of Georgia Tech 
by Dr. Robert McMath, the former 
vice provost for Undergraduate Stud-
ies and Student Affairs.

It is also presented in Splendid 
Growth ,  t he 
library’s online 
exhibit. 

During the 
late nineteenth 
century, the tex-
tile business was 
growing rapidly 
in Georgia. 

Tech’s sec-
ond President, 
Lyman Hall, 
decided that 
starting a de-
gree program in 

textile engineering would have wide 
appeal and increase enrollment. 

In 1897, the state legislature 
agreed to contribute $10,000 to 
the project if Tech raised an equal 
amount from other sources. 

In 1898, President Hall sent iden-
tical letters to Aaron Samuel French, 
a Pittsburg industrialist, and John D. 
Rockefeller to request funding for 
the textile school, promising both 
that the school would be named 
after the benefactor. 

French donated the funds, and 
the French Building was completed 
the following year. 

As Hall predicted, the school of 
Textile Engineering was an immedi-
ate success. 

More than 125 students enrolled 
in the program during 1899. 

The French Building housed 
the school of Textile Engineering 
until 1949, when it was moved to 
the newly constructed Harrison 
Hightower building. 

The school of Polymer, Fiber and 
Textile Engineering was moved to 
its present location, the MRDC I 
Complex, in 1995.

The current occupants of the 
French Building are a diverse 
group. 

They include the offices of the 
associate provost for Institutional 
Development and the assistant to 
the vice provost. 

The Office of Undergraduate 
Studies, which handles prestigious 
scholarships such as the Rhodes and 
Marshall, and the Office of Assess-
ment are also located there. 

The Georgia Tech ADVANCE 
Institutional Transformation pro-
gram, a National Science Founda-
tion-sponsored project that promotes 
the participation of women in science 
and engineering, is housed in the 
building.

There are also several classrooms 
on the first floor of the building. 

See Hispanic, page 10

By Trevor Stittleburg
Contributing Writer

What do fried bananas, 
tango dancing and the music of 
an Argentinian band called Los 
Rodriguez have in common? 

They are all representative of 
Latin culture and could  be found 
at the Hispanic Heritage Month 
opening celebration this past 
Tuesday at Yellow Jacket Park. 

The event featured Latin 
music, dancing, food and infor-
mation for anyone interested in 
Hispanic organizations.

It was hosted by the Spanish 
Speaking Organization (SSO), 
the Society of Hispanic Profes-
sional Engineers (SHPE) and 
Lambda Theta Alpha, the only 
Latina sorority in the country.

Alex Escudero, an Industrial 
Engineering major,  took a break 
from DJing the event to comment 
on Latin music and the signifi-
cance of the celebration.

 “The purpose of this event is 
to unify the Latin community 
and to promote our culture to 
everyone. Latin music like Los 
Rodriguez is getting to be main-
stream,” Escudero said.

Rodolfo Camacho, an at-
tendee at the event, concurred.

“This lets people hear some-
thing they don’t hear quite often. 
People usually hear maybe pop 
or techno music but not Latin,” 
he said.

Camacho plans to become 
more involved in Latin orga-

nizations.
“The Hispanic population 

here is growing and this lets 
people learn more about the 
culture,” Camacho said.

This event was not just about 
free food and music, however. 

Passer-bys navigated a maze 
on the lawn and were rewarded 
free t-shirts for answering trivia 
questions about Latin culture 
and being brave enough to enter 
the competition.

“The maze is a nice education-
al way to learn about the different 
flags and cultures. It really shows 

the diversity [of Hispanics]. 
Everyone isn’t Mexican,” said 
Sebastian Bercerra, who joined 
SSO at the celebration.

Becerra hopes to take advan-
tage of the social offerings of the 
organization. 

“I heard about this basically 
through word of mouth, and 
Latino Welcome Weekend,” 
he said.

“Hopefully I can meet more 
Hispanics through these organi-
zations, or maybe just get some 
good food, we’ll see.” 

The SSO and SHPE have 
planned several events through-
out October, including a movie 
night on Oct. 10 with the show-
ing of a Chilean film titled Ma-
chuca about two young students 
in politically unstable Chile. 

SHPE has planned a skydiv-
ing event for this Sat., Oct. 1. 

Later in the month, Inter-
national Affairs professor Kurt 
Bowman who is a director of 
summer study abroad programs 
in Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica 
and Cuba, will give a lecture on 
Latin America. 

In addition to kicking off 
Hispanic Heritage Month, the 
festival allowed students to see all 
that the Hispanic organizations 
on campus have to offer.

“It’s about being more visible, 
for Tech students to be aware of 
our presence and what we’re all 
about,” said Lucas Posabo, exter-Photo courtesy of Alex Escudero 

Claudia Leiseca, Yandra Pulido and Paola Hernandez, from the Spanish Speaking 
Organization, dance to Latin music at the Hispanic Heritage Month kickoff.

“Hispanic Heritage 
Month celebration 
is meant to 
encourage all 
Hispanics to feel 
proud of [their] 
heritage as well 
as to give an 
opportunity for 
non-Hispanics to 
learn more about 
our culture.”

Katherine Fong
President, Spanish 
Speaking Organization 

“I like to see some 
older buildings on 
campus. I think it 
gives our campus 
character and 
charm.”

Hilary Coor
ME Senior
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Hispanic from page 9
nal vice-president of SHPE.

“You don’t have to be Hispanic to 
join SHPE. You just have to have an 
interest in Hispanic culture.” 

“The SSO will provide the 
cultural component to the event 
in the form of an Argentine Tango 
performance, Latin music and food 
from different countries prepared by 
our own talented 
members and 
board, as well 
as the overall 
warmth that is 
very character-
istic of us His-
panics,” sa id 
Katherine Fong, 
President of the 
SSO.

K a t h r y n 
Stucki discov-
ered at the cel-
ebration that 
the SSO offers a 
Spanish-speak-
ing partner pro-
gram that she 
plans to take 
advantage of in practicing her 
Spanish. 

The SSO is an organization that 
brings together Spanish-speakers 
for their common benefit.

“When people come to the U.S., 
there’s some loss of the correct gram-
mar and [the SSO] helps reinstitute 
the correct form of speaking,” 
Stucki said.

“It gives people the opportunity 
to see how regular Spanish speak-
ers speak.”

Sebastian Guerrero, who was 
born in Columbia, decided to join 
both the SHPE and the SSO at the 
event.

“I plan to help out with Latin 
events throughout the year. I think 
the main motive [of this event] is 
to bring back Latin ambience,” 
he said.

“There are a lot of memories for 
students [from other countries]. It’s 
a fun experience.”

A m a n d a 
Bryson plans 
on joining SSO 
as well.

“My goal is 
to learn more 
Spanish. I think 
these events are 
important in 
general because 
it keeps variety 
on campus,” she 
said.

Bryson and 
others enjoyed 
small cups of 
dulce de leche, a 
sweet-milk des-
sert food from 
Argentina. 

“I think it’s really cool that all 
these organizations are showing 
their faces and coming together [as] 
it promotes unity,” said Courtney 
Murray, a member of the African 
American Student Union.

“It’s important to bring everyone 
together as a whole,” Murray said.

“We hope this to be an ongoing 
trend in benefit of our entire Hispanic 
community,” Fong said.

“It’s important for all Hispanics to 
get together and for students of other 

By Julia Bunch / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Students on Skiles Walkway get a variety of Latin food and drink from the different Hispanic organiza-
tions such as SHPE and SSO, who had tables during the Hispanic Heritage Month kickoff this Tuesday.

“Some people 
think that Hispanic 
organizations are 
just [about] salsa 
dancing. We don’t 
want students 
to believe the 
stereotypes.”

Judianne Medina
President, Lambda Theta 
Alpha, Latina sorority

races to be in these organizations 
and learn about their cultures,” said 
Judianne Medina, president of the 
newly founded chapter of Lambda 
Theta Alpha, the Latina sorority.

“Hispanics are the fastest grow-
ing minority population here at 
Tech.”

“Some people think that Hispanic 
organizations are just salsa dancing. 
We don’t want students to believe 
the stereotypes,” she said.

“The Hispanic Heritage Month 

Celebration is meant to encour-
age all Hispanics to feel proud of 
our heritage, as well as to give an 
opportunity for non-Hispanics 
to learn more about our culture,” 
Fong said.

Medina and others sold pina co-
ladas while promoting at the event, 
which was one of the first strongly 
cooperative activities organized 
by the Hispanic organizations on 
campus.

“We don’t usually work together. 

This year [we’re] going on a different 
level and trying to focus on that,” 
Medina said.

Earlier this semester, SSO and La 
Unidad Latina, the Latino fraternity 
on campus, together organized La-
tino Welcoming Weekend.

Interested students can find more 
information at these websites:

SSO: http://cyberbuzz.gatech.
edu/SSO

SHPE: http://cyberbuzz.gatech.
edu/SHPE
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Having twin on campus doubles fun, excitement

F
FAT LOUIE’S

BeefsBurgersDogs

$1.00 off
any order over $4.00

Dine in Only w/coupon

FAT LOUIE’S...
. . . A New Place to Eat for GA TECH

Angus 
Burgers

Chicago
Beefs

Chicago 
Dogs

Polish 
Sausage

Eggplant
Parmesan

Vegetarian

Fries Salads Chicken Pork Steak Italian

www.campusfood.com

Fat Louie’s
810 Marietta Street
Atlanta, GA 

Ph: (404) 815-6955
Fx: (404) 815-6934

 Dinner delivery      
   to GA TECH 
   6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

 10% off 
   w/ TECH I.D.
   Dine in Only

Fat Louie’s is located at 810 Marietta Street, 
one block North of the Engineer’s Bookstore.

2 Free Drinks
w/ order of any 2 
burgers with fries 
Dine in Only w/coupon

Exp: 12.31.05 Exp: 12.31.05

F
FAT LOUIE’S

BeefsBurgersDogs
One discount per visitOne discount per visit

Come try our fresh burritos, tacos, quesadillas, 
nachos, fajitas, salads, and more!

Organizations, fraternities, and sororities: 
Catering services available!

85 Fifth Street, Suite C
(Located in Technology Square)

Atlanta, GA 30308
Phone: 404-541-9940

Open seven days a week:
11am - 9pm

By Yang Lin
Contributing Writer

Family is much missed and valued 
by college students. 

Some people are lucky enough 
to have a sibling attend the same 
university. 

Perhaps even luckier are people 
have a twin who goes to Tech too. Do 
twins really have double the fun? 

Twins around campus talk about 
the good, the bad and the ugly aspects 
of being a twin.

Sometimes, twins receive twice 
as much attention as an average 
student.

“[People] are like, ‘Oh look, 
there are two of you,’ and start a 
conversation,” said Erin and Molly 
Clark, Biology freshmen. 

“Or people I don’t even know 
would walk by and say hi to me,” 
Erin said. 

“If we weren’t twins, we probably 
wouldn’t be doing this article,” said 
Bryan Antic, a senior Management 
major, grinning.

Other times, their “twin-ness” 

By Andrew Saulters / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Jessica and Megan Kirk, both Industrial Engineering graduate students, 
are one pair of identical twins who can be found on Tech campus.

By Matt Emerick / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Juan and Miguel Amador, freshman twins, show off their tattoos of 
the ‘Gemini’ astrological symbol in front of their dorm, Caldwell.

goes unnoticed.
“No one ever knows [we are twins] 

for the first time. We’ve had to show 
our driver’s licenses,” said Chetesh 
Devchand, fraternal twin brother 
of Chetan Devchand. 

They are both seniors in Electrical 
Engineering.

However, some inconveniences 
are associated with looking alike.

“[Sometimes] people think of 
us as one person, ‘Molly and Erin’,” 
Erin said. 

“I respond to both Brandon 
and Bryan. It’s like having two first 
names,” said Brandon Antic, twin 
brother of Bryan Antic, also a senior 
in Management. 

“It’s not a big deal if you can’t re-
ally tell the difference. But if you’ve 
known us for a while and you can’t 
tell the difference, then that gets 
annoying.”

“People [usually] ask what it’s like 
being a twin. Well, I mean, what is 
it like not being a twin? You don’t 
really know. You just go with it,” 
Bryan said.

“Until we are separated and far 

away from each other, I won’t know 
what it’s like to be on my own. 
Right now it’s like I have an older 
brother who’s really not older than 
me,” he said. 

“The Antics are often confused 
by people who first meet them,” said 
Meredith Ray, Director of FASET 
programs.

“After knowing them for two 
years, I can easily tell them apart, but 
for the first few months, I continued 
to reverse their names,” she said.

But the benefits of having a twin 
on campus outweigh the inconve-
niences.

“If you don’t understand some-
thing, you always have someone 
to call or ask question about,” said 
Chetan. 

“We take the same classes to-
gether for the most part, and it helps 
to have someone to help take notes, 
or be lab partners.”

“It makes it easier to always have 
somebody to go through things 
with,” said Bryan. 

“You always have someone there 
pushing you, because you don’t 
want to be the slacking twin who’s 
not doing anything. So there’s al-
ways someone to keep you going,” 
Brandon said.

“It would be weird [if Erin were 
not here],” Molly said. 

“We are just so used to being 
always next to each other.”

One wonders, did the twins 
decide to come here solely based 
on whether their twin was coming 
here or not?

  “I don’t think the decision [of 
coming to Tech] was necessarily 
weighed upon whether or not my 
twin decided to come here,” Bran-
don said. 

“[Tech] is one of the top schools 
in the country. The reputation 
speaks for it.”

Bryan agrees: “I was actually 
pretty set on going to UGA, but 
changed my mind after attending 

a couple Tech functions.” 
Erin and Molly have a different 

reason: “[We] wanted to go some-
where with Zoology, and Tech is the 
only school in Georgia that has it.”

“We both like Tech a lot,” said 
Molly. 

“I love our campus, it’s so pretty. 
And we are close to home but far 
away at the same time.”

“I think life is different for them be-
cause they always have a sense of family 
everywhere they go,” said Ketan 
Mehta, a good friend on the 
Devchand twins.

“I think that their college experi-
ences would be vastly different if they 
had chosen to go to different schools 
because their primary relationships 
would become friends.  I think hav-
ing family around keeps one more 
in check as well.”

“It is a feeling of home to have 
a sibling on campus. It is great to 
have someone to support you and 
understand where you come from,” 

said Carly Wescott, a Management 
major, who was a FASET leader for 
the Antic twins. 

Wescott’s brother just graduated 
from Tech and their two years on-
campus served to strengthen their 
relationship.

“It has been interesting for me 
to see how two people so alike in 
appearance can be very different, yet 
similar in  personality,” Ray said on 
the Antics. 

“[Erin and Molly] get along really 
well.  I am always surprised that they 
do not get into fights or anything 
like that,” said Alison Hood, an 
International Affairs major who lives 
down the hall from the twins. 

“We don’t get treated differently 
than anybody else because we are 
twins,” Bryan said.

“I enjoyed it. There were ups 
and downs, the good and the bad, 
but when you come to a school 
that’s this hard, you don’t expect 
anything easy.”
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1007 Braids & Styles: cornrows, 
micro, twists and more. Professional, 
excellent service, Experience, expertise, 
relaxed atmosphere. 7505 Covington Hwy, 
404-292-1007 www.1007braids.com. Now 
hiring professional braiders.

710 FINANCIAL 
AID

Get cred-ucated! Learn the 
unknown secrets to your credit score 
success and get a FREE CD @ www.
FICOSUCCESS.com

800 TRAVEL
Spring Break 2006. Travel with 
STS, Americas #1 Student Tour Operator 
to Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas 
and Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps. 
Call for group discounts. Information/
Reservations 1-800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com.

SPRING BREAK - Early Booking 
Specials-FREE Meals/Drinks - $50 Deposit - 
800-234-7007 www.endlesssummertours.
com

SPRING BREAKERS Book Early 
and Save Lowest Prices FREE MEALS / 
PARTIES BY 11/7 WORK AS REP BOOK 
15 EARN 2 FREE TRIPS OR CASH Highest 
Commission www.sunsplashtours.com 

100 HOUSING & 
REAL ESTATE

Large 3 bedroom 2 bath house in 
West Midtown. Large basement with 
bonus room, offi ce, front & back porch 
and private backyard. Very unique. 
Just minutes from campus, midtown & 
downtown. ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED. 
$1650 per month. Call Jon 404-668-
2789

ATLANTIC STATION- 1bd/1ba 
condo $237,650. Never lived in. Coldwell 
Banker Atlanta, Melinda 404-729-4226.

Downtown loft condo, on Marta 
Rail, 2BR roommate fl rplan with huge 
windows overlooks Woodruff Park. 
Lease Purchase for $1450/month 
includes utilities, or buy $184,500. 
Great investment in downtown, walk to 
new Aquarium, The Tabernacle, Parks, 
GA State. Lori Crow, Century 21 Across 
Atlanta, 404-277-0966

110 APTS/LOFTS/
ROOMS

house/room share. older home 
(built in 1920). 2 and ahalf bathroom. share 
kitchen. close to proctor train station. 3 
miles from mid town. very convenient 
location to all of the colleges. $380.00/ 
$400 and share in gas utility cost. older 
settle neighborhood. to contact-404-
685-9348

House or rooms for rent. 3 
bedroom 2 bath off Collier Road in 
Buckhead. $1,375 plus utilities for 
complete house or $500 per room and 
33% of utilities. Must have current Ga 
Tech Student ID. Short drive to campus. 
Call 770-509-7409

120 REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

4 Sale-$219,000-2Bed 2Bath 
single family home with 2car garage-walk 
to East Atlanta Village. Check it out at 
heathermewborn.com or call Heather-
Adams Realtors 404-502-8393

200 MISCELLA-
NEOUS

SIGMA ALPHA LAMBDA, a 
National Leadership and Honors 
Organization (with over 50 chapters 
nationwide) is seeking motivated students 
to serve as founding offi cers/members 
and begin a campus chapter. Contact: Rob 
Miner at RMiner@salhonors.org

310 FOR SALE
LAPTOP! IBM THINKPAD Pentium 
III, T20/T22/R30. warranty, 800MHZ-
1.2GHZ, 20G,256K DVD. Immac. Free 
Bag ( $349-$399) like new. limit (one per 
student) (404) 787-7806.

600 EMPLOY-
MENT/JOBS

$8 PER HOUR PLUS TIPS. 
POSITION: PARKING AND VALET 
ATTENDANT. Flexible hours. Random 
drug-testing/background check. ELITE 
PARKING CORPORATION. 404-892-
0787.

The Atlanta Journal & 
Constitution seeks motivated individuals 
for Sales/Marketing positions, Avg. pay = 
$250-$500; Training Salary $10/hr.; 15-25 
fl exible hours weekly; hourly salary plus 
commission and bonus; advancement 
opportunities, 401K, health insurance, 
& build resume quality sales experience. 
Call 404-526-7976. Please include the 
name of the school you attend. (Drugs 
Don’t Work-EOE)

Fall Openings: 13.00 Base-Appt. 
We want to start 30 people, fl ex schedules, 
sales/service, cond. apply, all ages 18+. 
Call 770-409-9774.

! BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 a 
Day Potential. No Experience Necessary. 
Training Provided. Age 18+ OK (800) 965-
6520 ext 216

BABYSITTER/MOM’S HELPER: 
Mom needs help in the afternoon with 
7yr old twin boys. 4-8pm M-Thurs, 
and some wknds. Non-smoking, own 
transportation. Male or female may apply. 
Buckhead/Sandy Springs area. Call Lori 
(404) 256-0598

Wanted: Entrepreneurial Student 
to promote new poker business. Earn 
cash in your free time. For full details 
visit: www.thepokerbookstore.com/job.
html

HIRING MOTIVATED PEOPLE 
PEOPLE. High energy mid-town cafe 
looking for part-time and full time team 
members. Will accomodate student 
schedules. Competitve wages, growth 
opportunities.Apply in person. Tropical 
Smoothie Cafe, 925A Peachtree Street, 
between 8th and 9th Sts.

Money For College The Army is
currently offering sizeable bonuses of 
up to $20,000. In addition to the cash 
bonuses, you may qualify for up to $70,000 
for college through the Montgomery GI 
Bill and Army College Fund. Or you could 
pay back up to $65,000 of qualifying 
student loans through the Army’s Loan 
Repayment Program. To fi nd out more, 
call (404) 685-9994.

I am looking for someone to care 
for my 5 month old daughter. We live 
in the Smyrna area. Competitive pay. 
404-378-5469

700 SERVICES
Garden View Massage Michael 
Hendrix, CNMT Candler Park location 
(walking distance Inman Park MARTA). 
404-377-9854, www.gardenviewmassage.
com. VS/MC accepted. $45/Hour Student/
Teacher Massage Mondays.

ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIEDS

GATECHCLASSIFIEDS.COM

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING 
UNIVERSAL ADVERTISING!

French from page 10

Th e basement hosts the French 
computer cluster, which is notewor-
thy for being quieter and less hectic 
than some of the other computer 
labs. 

“Usually you have to wait in line at 
the library or the Student Center for 
a computer, but the computer cluster 
in the French Building is nice and 
not too crowded,” said Gopika Suraj, 
a second-year Biology major. 

Engineering Computing Ser-
vices also has two classrooms in the 
building, one of which has CAD 
workstations. 

Students feel that the historical 
character of the Hill District should 
be preserved. 

“I feel that buildings such as the 
French Building need to hold onto 
their roots,” said James Turnbull, a 
second-year Biomedical Engineer-
ing major. 

“However it does need to be 
updated with the times in a style 
and manner that is befi tting to its 
history.” 

Renovations of the French Build-
ing have kept this attitude in mind, 
both modernizing the building’s 
interior and restoring its exterior.  

“About a month ago, a new eleva-
tor system that will provide safe and 
convenient passenger service was 
installed in the French Building”, 
said Bradley Satterfi eld, the Campus 
Architect. 

The main entrance was also 
renovated. 

“About two years ago, we com-
pleted the Hill Area Landscape 
Project, Phase Two. We found that 
the entry steps to the building were 
in poor condition,” he said.

“Architect Steve Cseplo re-
searched historic photographs and 
designed the stairs that are a near-
perfect replica of the original stairs 
of the building.”

CAN YOU FIGURE OUT WHERE ON CAMPUS THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN?
Email focus@technique.gatech.edu if you think you know the 

answer—and check to see if you won in next week’s issue!

THIS WEEK’S PHOTO:

Last Tech Up Close:
Air-conditioner 

outside the Bunger-Henry Building

Last week’s winner:
No correct responses

Tech Close
CAN YOU FIGURE OUT WHERE ON CAMPUS THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN?

Up 

By Ben Keyserling /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 


