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“…make no little plans; they have no 
magic to stir men‟s blood and probably 
will themselves not be realized…..make 
big plans; aim high in hope and work, 

remembering that a noble diagram once 
recorded will not die.”

daniel burnham, architect



daniel burnham | plan of chicago 1906 | 1907 | 1908



jane jacobs: death and life of great american cities 1961

to generate exuberant diversity in 
a city‟s streets and districts, four 

conditions are indispensable:

the district, and indeed as many of its 
internal parts as possible, must serve 
more than one primary function, 
preferably more than two. 

most blocks must be short; that is, 
streets and the opportunities for 
turning corners must be frequent. 

the district must mingle buildings that 
vary in age and condition, including a 
good proportion of old ones. 

there must be a sufficiently dense 
concentration of people, for whatever 
purposes they may be there.



greenwich village | new york city



deira and bur dubai

Situation: Analysis of Dubai 

Lessons: American examples 

Strategy: Green
Cool
Inhabit
Connect

Implement: Analysis 



Situation



Situation | subdivision



Situation | building parcels



Situation | alleys and streets



Situation | traditional courtyard house



Situation | courtyard houses forming original cellular structure



Situation | the cellular structure | private land subdivision



Situation | traditional dubai souk along linear alleys



Situation | traditional dubai souk along linear alleys



Situation | the public domain of alleys and streets



Situation | cellular urban structure | modern buildings



Situation | deira and bur dubai | modern streets and alleys



Situation | alleys and streets



Situation | bur dubai | public domain at alley intersections



Situation | bur dubai | public domain at alley intersections



Situation | the cellular urban structure | deira and bur dubai

building parcelsalleys and streetssubdivision



Lessons



Lessons | three case studies

Chattanooga, TN

Savannah, GA

Miami Beach, FL



Lessons | savannah, georgia | re-inhabiting the urban framework



Lessons | savannah, georgia | re-inhabiting the urban framework



Lessons | savannah, georgia | re-inhabiting the urban framework

18371734

1920‟s 1950‟s



Lessons | savannah, georgia | Wright Square 2003



Lessons | chattanooga tennessee | reinventing the public domain

market street in chattanooga 1969 and 2005



Lessons | chattanooga tennessee | reinventing the public domain

plan for the tennessee riverpark
phase 1: edaw, landscape architects

phase 2: hargreaves and associates, landscape architects.  



Lessons | chattanooga tennessee | the „green living room‟



Lessons | miami beach, florida | leading edge design

ocean drive in south beach



Lessons | miami beach, florida | leading edge design

miami beach lifegaurd stand competition 



Lessons | miami beach, florida | leading edge design

municipal parking garage | james wines | site 



Lessons | principles for deira and bur dubai

PRINCIPLE 1:
Preserve and enhance the cellular urban structure – streets, alleys and 
private building parcels – and build within it, designing from the inside out. 

PRINCIPLE 2: 
Redesign the public domain of streets and alleys into a diverse public realm 
– deira and bur dubai‟s public living room – for residents, visitors and 
tourists. 

PRINCIPLE 3: 
Build incrementally on existing private building parcels and public spaces to 
preserve the scale, character and diversity of deira and bur dubai. 

AND, FINALLY,  AN OVERARCHING PRINCIPLE CALLS FOR WEAVING 
TRADITION AND THE PRESENT THROUGH URBAN, LANDSCAPE AND 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN. 



Green | design strategies for deira and bur dubai



design strategies for deira and bur dubai

Cool | design strategies for deira and bur dubai



design strategies for deira and bur dubai

Inhabit | design strategies for deira and bur dubai



design strategies for deira and bur dubai

dubai metro, fast ferry, and abra/water taxiConnect | design strategies for deira and bur dubai



Green



Green | mosque courtyard | bur dubai



Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | the urban arboretum



Green | dubai | greywater irrigation greening the desert



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: the urban aboretum

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | the urban arboretum



naif: existing

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | naif | existing



deira and bur dubai‟s living room - naif: urban aboretum

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | naif | urban arboretum



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: parking gardens

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | parking gardens



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: parking gardens

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | parking gardens



Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | parking gardens



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: waha/oasis

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | waha/oasis



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: waha/oasis

palm forest cafe‟

skate park waha

fountain waha

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | waha/oasis



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: waha/oasis

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | waha/oasis



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: waha/oasis

Green | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | urban beach waha



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: wind towers

Cool



deira and bur dubai‟s living room: wind towers

Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers | historic



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers | bedouin



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Cool | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | windtowers



Inhabit



Inhabit | bur dubai | potential new housing site



Inhabit | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | housing



Inhabit | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | housing



Inhabit | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | housing





Inhabit | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | housing



Inhabit | deira and bur dubai‟s living room | housing





deira and bur dubai‟s living room: connect

Connect



Connect | metro



Connect | metro line



Connect | transit stations



Connect | 5 minute walk



Connect | 10 minute walk



Connect | enhanced intersections



Connect | urban arboretum | streetscape „a‟



Connect | urban arboretum | streetscape „b‟



Connect | dubai creek



Connect | abra stops



Connect | abra route „a‟



Connect | abra route „b‟ | rapid connection



Implement



Implement



Dubai Creekfest | 2007


