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DEF JAM CEO’S SUCCESS GUIDE

The CEO of Def Jam Records tells the tale
of his spectacular rise to hip-hop mogul and

EVOLUTION: JUST A THEORY?

Retired Regents professor authors a book
aimed at college students on understanding the
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Engineering students go beyond national borders

By Emily Tate
Contributing Writer

Asthestudentbody hassettled
inoverthepastfewweeks, Techhas
witnessed thedevastatingeffectsof
Hurricane Katrina and lent a
helping hand in as many ways
as possible.

Although the Insti-
tute’s reaction to this disas-
ter was swift and helpful, it
has also turned the Ameri-
can population’s attention
away from areas around
theworld thatstill arein desper-
ate need of help.

Onestudentorganizationhow-
ever, has pledged this semester to
notonly help outwith thedisaster
inNewOrleans, butto continueto
helping other regions of
the world who are suffer-
ing from the same problems
asin Louisiana.

The Tech chapter of Engineer-
ing Students Without Borders
(ESWB) returned this May
from Colonia Los Ange-
les, an urban suburb of La
Lima, Honduras, after as-
sessing the conditions of a
35-year-old water system
that was worn from use.

The deteriorating condition of
the water tower, pipes, well and
pump has made it hard
for people in the commu-
nity to receive adequate
amounts of water due to
low water pressure and that
has also meant coliform
contamination of water coming
into the homes.

“From the water quality tests
thatwe performed we wereable to
determine that the wa-
ter from the well is in good

order however coliform
was found in the water at homes,
which is most probably due to
leakage,” said Angharad Pagnon,
ESWB Student President.

“It isn’t clear where the
sewage pipe is in respect to
that of the water [well] and
whether it contaminates it,” he
said.

Duetocontamination, theteam

“[ESWB] consists
of a group of
people dedicated
to improving the
lives of others and
ultimately having
the opportunity
to improve their
own.”

Brenda Vargas
CEE Senior

investigating the wa-
ter system must now focus
on the capacity of the well,
the structure of the water tower
and the leakage of the piping.

“This fall, the team is return-
ingto Honduras todetermine the
capacity of the well,” Pagnon
said.

The group, which hasabout35
members will return to La Lima
within theyear toalso implement
the repairs they deem necessary
after they haveanalyzed the data
gathered.

The team will work on

designinga plan to better control
the water system in Colonia Los
Angeles.

“ESWB is] workingonamod-
elsystem for thecityandarein the
data analysis concept phase,”
said Michael Saunders, ESWB
faculty sponsor.

“Enginering Students With-
outBordersisagreatorganization
for students as well as faculty to
investheir efforts in. It consists
of a group of people dedicated
to improving the lives of others
and ultimately having the op-
portunity to improve theirown,”
said Brenda Vargas, afourth-year
Civil and Environmental Engi-
neeringwhowas partof thegroup
that visited Honduras.

The Tech chapter of ESWB
was founded by Vargas and
Pagnon, along with Marcus
Millard, a Chemistry majorwho
graduated in 1997.

In addition to helping with
the water conditions of this
Honduras communi-
ty, ESWB has joined with
other community service
organizations to formulate
ideas about contributing to the
rebuilding effort in Louisiana.

According to Pagnon,
ESWB has received much
support from the Architec-
ture and Civil Engineering
Departmentsoncampus,and they
arestilllooking for help with the
technical aspects of both proj-
ects.

“Now, the organizationis cur-
rently looking forvolunteerswho
arewilling to specifically help out
with thehealth ofthecity, butthere

is plenty of work and opportuni-

SeeHonduras, page13

o s

Photo courtesy of Angharad C. Pagnon

The Community Water Tower in Colonia Los Angeles, La Lima is part of the
35-year-old, worn-out water system which the Engineering Students Without
Borders (ESWB) members assessed on their trip to Honduras in May 2005.

Honor Soc1et1es offer more than JllSt scholastic recognition

By Ayan Kishore / STUDENT PUBLICATINS

Students take an oath to be inducted into the National Society of Collegiate Scholars as new members
of the elite honor society in an official ceremony held in the Student Center on Sept. 12, 2005.

By Chanchala Kaddi
Contributing Writer

Honor socities cater to students
across different majors and classes
and yet have stringent selection
criteria.

Mostof them require members or
prospective members to meet certain
academic requirements, and they
try to instill skills such asleadership
and teamworking abilities in their
members through various projects
and activities.

The ‘Nique tried to peek behind
the scenes at some of the college’s
best-known honor societies to see
what they were all about.

“The eligibility requirements
for membership in Tau Beta Pi are
exemplary character and distin-
guished scholarship,” said Stephanie
Thompson, Presidentof Tau Beta P,
the engineering honor society.

“We invite the top 1/8 of the ju-
niorclassand the top 1/5 of the senior
class to join. In terms of exemplary
character, we look for individuals
who are self-motivated, hard-work-
ing, dependableand responsible, and
who hold paramount the integrity
of the engineering profession,” said
Thompson.

“The minimum requirements to
join the society include beinga co-op

thathasco-oped atleast 2 semesters
andaminimum GPA ofatleast3.0,”
said Jennie Teague, President of the
Briaerean Honor Society.

“Membership isbased on GPA,”
said Craig Ramsey, Vice Presidentof
Chi Epsilon, the Civil Engineering
honor society.

These socicties bring students
together through fun-filled social
activities to form new friendships
and lasting networks .

“Members can participate in
our monthly social dinners at local
restaurantsor our pooland paintball
tournaments where the organiza-
tion pays the bill and encourages
its members to get to know one
another,” Teague said.

“HKN also organizes the Spring
Picnicin April for all ECE students
and faculty. A catered barbequeand
various otheractivitiesare provided
to ensure that everyone has a good
time.”

“We don’t want to be known as
people with high GPAs, so we have
lots of fun social events and get-to-
gethers for our members. Bringing
our members together helps createa
network that they can carry outinto
the world with them,” said Daniel
Might, former President of Alpha

See Honor, page 10
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Honor

Pi Mu, the Industrial Engineering
honor society.

“We ran a t-shirt competition to
designanIEshirt, whichwasahuge
success,” he said.

Honor societies often develop
mechanisms to help their members
survive thegrueling Tech curriculum
while rewarding the top perform-

those of Engineer’s Bookstore and
Barnes & Noble.

“This program hassaved students
$12,500 in comparison towhat they
would have spentby purchasing their
chipsetsfrom Engineer’s Bookstore,
and the chip sets’ priceat Engineer’s
ischeaper thanatBarnesand Noble,”
said Abhinav Saxena, the Publicity
Chair of Eta Kappa Nu, HKN.

HKNisusing proceeds from this
fundraising campaign to establish
scholarships.

ers. These scholar-

From men- . shipsareawarded
toring programs “At Tau Beta P], to ECE juniors
toscholarships,  we have some of “on the basis of a
allservetoaidas student’s financial
well as motivate the future leaders need, academic
the students. i ; record, on-cam-

“Asbiomedi- of engineering and pus and commu-

cal engineers,
we have many
options and ca-
reer pathsin this
new emergin

field. Alpha Eta
Mu Beta seeks
to recognize,
promote excel-

these students learn
a whole lot about
having a vision and
executing it.”

Jane Ammons
Associate Dean, ISYE

nity involvement
and futureaspira-
tions in the field
of electrical or
computer engi-
neering,” Saxena
said.

This year, one
$500 scholarship

lence, and aid
those in progress,” said Hua-Mei
Chai, President of Alpha Eta Mu
Beta, the Biomedical Engineering
honor society.

Applications are accepted for
$2000 scholarships for undergradu-
atemembersand $10,000 fellowships
for graduate student members. In
addition, Tau Beta Piselectsa Laure-
ate each year.

“This award is given to gifted
engineering students who have
excelled inareasbeyond their techni-
cal majors, such as in music, art or
community service and includes a
$2500 cash award,” he said.

EtaKappaNuoffersannual prizes
tooutstandingseniorand sophomore
studentsin Electricaland Computer
Engineering.

HKN runs a fundraising cam-
paign that provides scholarships to
ECE students. HKN began selling
chip sets for ECE lab classes a year
agoatpricessignificantlylower than

will be awarded
each semester.

“We are looking for corporate
sponsors for the scholarship fund in
order to transform it into a Georgia
Tech endowed scholarship for ECE
students,” he said.

Eta Kappa Nu offers a variety
of academic support activities for
ECE students, including seminars
on applying to graduate school and
pursuing an MBA, and also more
day-to-day help in matters such as
choosing classes and exam prepara-
tion, according to Saxena.

While co-oping in itself helps
students find jobs prior to gradua-
tion, the Briaerean Society tries to
make the whole process easier for
its members.

“Corporate speaker meetings
provideaway to network with these
companies maybe even before the
members start looking for jobs,”
said Teague.

Being part of an honor society

can also be a good way to give
something back to the community,
both on and off campus. Many of
them have mandatory community
service requirements that members
must fulfill.

“HKN requires thatinitiates into
the honor society complete one vol-
unteer service projectin the commu-
nity. Wehaveanactive relationship
with HOPE Worldwide in which
we tutor underprivileged children
in several Atlanta area elementary
schools,” Teague said.

“Each semester, at least once, we
go to the Atlanta Community Food
Bankandvolunteer our timeand ef-
fortinassisting them with whatever
they need help with.”

Jane Ammons, associate dean of
Engineering for Faculty Affairsand
Chief Advisor to Tau Beta Pi was
herselfinitiated into the society back
in the early 70’s, when they had just
started accepting women.

“At Tau Beta Pi, we have some of
thefutureleaders of engineeringand
thesestudentslearnawholelotabout
havingavisionand executingit. You
pickup alotin the process of trying
toorganizeand implement [Tau Beta
Pi] events,” said Ammons.

She further pointsout thatalarge
amount of the learning that takes
place during college years happens
outside the classroom in dorms,
social organizations or intramu-
ral sports. An active professional
society is a great place to acquire
such skills.

“Ifyou’rea Tau BetaPiofficer, you
make good friends with top students
andleaders fromacross engineering
disciplinesaswell as those from other
universities,” she said.

Dr. Eric Murray, Academic
Professional and Manager of Intro-
ductory Laboratories at the School
of Physics, seconds the benefits that
membership in an honor society
can bring. “Any opportunity to
get involved, especially if it has to
do with your major or a career, is a
plus,” said Murray.

Students have mixed feelings
on the value of honor societies. “I

By Ayan Kishore / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Students line up tobe inducted into the National Society of Collegiate
Scholars, one of the many honor societies present at Tech.

think they are wonderful; they give
students some recognition for all of
the hard work they putin to do well
in school; they allow for students to
identify with others who value the
same performance level that they
strive for,” said Jessica Durham,
a third-year psychology major. “I
believe they are helpful in creating
networks among high achieving
students which are not only help-
ful while they are at Tech, but
likely in the future, in their chosen
careers.”

However, some students note that
honor societies are not essential to
success at Tech or in future careers.
They pointout that the exclusiveness
of some honor societies can be a
drawback to the sense of community

among students in a given major or
other recruiting category.

“They serve a good purpose to
those who are in them but they
can sometimes promote elitism in
their members,” said Jessica Smith,
a sixth-year Electrical engineering
major.

“People who are never in honor
societies can get through high school
and college just fine and still have
agreat future, so I don’t necessarily
see how they are truly beneficial,”
she said.

“Some sort of recognition is due
for the top of the class but I don’t
think there needs to be a whole
society for those people.”

Zen Mehra also contributed to
this article.

FAT LOUIE’S...

. = =« A New Place to Eat for GA TECH

Angus Chicago Chicago Polish Eggplant Vegetarian
Burgetrs Beefs Dogs Savsage Parmesan
fFries Salads Chicken Pork Steak Italian

Fat Louie’s
810 Marietta Street
Atlanta, GA

Ph: (404) 815-6955
Fx: (404) 815-6934

4 Dinner delivery
to GA TECH
6 p.m.-9 p.m.

¢ 10% off
w/ TECH I.D.
Dine in Only

www.campusfood.com

Fat Louie’s is located at 810 Marietta Street,
one block North of the Engineer’s Bookstore.
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, $1.00 off

any order over $4.00 I

I Dine in Only w/coupon I

Beefs.Burgers.Dogs
One discount per visit

Exp: 12.31.05

2 Free Drinks

w/ order of any 2 I
burgers with fries
Dine in Only w/coupon I

Beefs.Burgers.Dogs

One discount per visit

Exp 12.31.05
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ANNOUNCING:

University.

biodesign@stanford.edu
Tel: 650736 1160
Fax: 650 724 8696
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The 2006-2007 Innovation Fellowships

Explore the basics of biomedical technology invention and
implementation through an intensive fellowship at Stanford

The Fellowship includes a Clinical Specialty Innovation Team
and a Surgical Innovation Team. Multidisciplinary teams of 2-4
graduate and postgraduate engineers, bioscientists, and
physicians collaborate during a year-long process. Teams
invent new technologies that address major clinical needs.
Fellows are mentored by over 100 'real world' experts in design
prototyping and technology implementation.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 9, 2005
APPLY ONLINE: http://innovation.stanford.edu/

For further information contact:

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Submit Slivers and they could run in the
next issue!

Visit: www.nique.net/slivers
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Tech professor tackles

By Swathy Prithivi

Focus Writer

Dr. Eugene Ashby has spent his
entire career, hereat Tech, asadistin-
guished professor in the Chemistry
departmentforover 30 yearsdevoted
to scientific pursuits.

Nowasaretired Regents Profes-
sor and a Christian, he has applied
the same ardor to scientifically
investigating his new book titled
Understandingthe Creation Evolution
Controversy: A Scientific Evaluation
Consistent with Both Modern Science
and the Bible.

“The inspiration [behind the
book] was that I was reading and
hearing a lot of things about the
creation-evolution controversy
and...it didn’t make sense to me,”
Ashby said.

“So I decided to take whatever
time it took, and it took five years to
write this book, to study both sides
on the question.”

Despite his Christian roots,
he wrote this book mainly as a
scientist.

“Thisisnotareligious book [but
rather] this is a scientific analysis of
the creation-evolution controversy,”
he said.

He analyses the controversy by
looking all sides and all the facts
and comes out with evidence, as
the book title suggests, supporting,
to some extent, both sides of the
argument.

“I looked at both sides, all the
facts. UnfortunatelyI could notcome
out strongly on either side because
both sides have major problems,
which I don’t think they’re facing
up to.”

This book is aimed at first-year
college students as Ashby has spent
the majority of his life teaching or
advising young people.

“I'mnotsointerested into talking
toadultsalthough iftheywant to read
this book, they’re fine. Butif young

creation-evolution c

By Michael Skinner / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Eugene Ashby, a retired Regents and Distinguished Professor of Chemistry at Tech for over 30 years,
recently authored a book on the creation-evolution controversy aimed at first-year college students.

people are not completely confused
by what they’ve been reading and
seeing, they should be,” he said.

“Both sides, I think, have
overstated their positions. So I've
studied both sides and I've come to
aconclusion thatI feel very comfort-
able with.”

He cleatly outlines in his book
the differentsides of the controversy
before embarking on any sort of
analysis.

“I consider myself a creationist
and I believe that God created the
universe and the analysis that I've
done has not changed that all. But
I’'m not a scientific creationist and
people don’t make a distinction
between the two things.”

According to him, when the

media talks about creationists,
they are really talking about scien-
tific creationists and when they are
talking about evolutionists they
are really talking about Darwinian
evolutionists.

“If you ask me if I believe in
evolution, I'dsay, Tdo. Butifyou're
talkingabout Darwinian evolution
itsan invalid concept. The factsare
there but I don’t why people wont
measure up to that. You have to
define terms,” he said.

“A creationist, to me, is a person
who believes that God created the
universe and man. I believe that
through faith butit’s been re-estab-
lished through by studies.”

“Scientific creationists believe
that the Earth is 6000 years old and

that the universe was created in six
24-hour days. They hold very fast to
thatand they don’t believe oraccept
the Big Bang theory.”

The scientific facts show that
the universe is 17 billion years old
and the earth is 4.6 billion years
old, he said.

“The scientific evidence is over-
whelming and they [scientific
creationists]...don’t realize they’re
trying to defend an untenable
position. The reason that people
don’t want [scientific] creationism
taught in public schools is because
they know that all of the scientific
evidenceisagainsta6000 to 10,000
year old earth.”

“For scientific creationists, there’s
no reason to distinguish between

ontroversy

the creation of the universe and the
creation of the earth since they are
only 6 days apart.”

Ashby undergoes a rigorous
analysis on the evolution theory
as well.

“Some of the top scientistsin the
world are getting very disillusioned
with Darwinian evolution. In biol-
ogy arguments are being developed
to show (and I do some of thatin my
bookO0 that there’s no way that [cre-
ation] isgoing to happen by chance.
17 billion years is not enough time
[for that].”

Ashby explores Darwinian
evolution in his book that says that
the cell came about by chance and
then from the cell through mutation
followed by natural selection from
which emerged all of these different
species.

According to him, the way to
analyzing the controversy would
be to look at the first cell about
which, even today only little is re-
ally known.

To demonstrate the role of ran-
domnessin evolution Ashby gavean
exampleof therole of enzymesin the
folding of proteins in the cell.

“The probability calculation of
putting just one enzyme [in the
right place] is 1 chance in 10 to
the 30013 chances. According to
mathematicians, 1 chance in 10 to
the 50 chances is 0 i.e., 50 zeroes
followed by a one. That’s just one
enzyme. You have roughly 2000
enzymes in the cell and 1000s of
proteins, carbohydrates and lipids,”
he said.

He also touched on the topic of
including differentideologies of the
in high school curriculum.

“I believe that creation should
be part of the discussion in high
schools,” he said.

“A person might say, “Well,
that’s not science, and those are
the people that don’t know what
[is] going on.”

Managers Wanted:

Georgia Tech Men’s Basketball
1s in need of two managers
for the 2005-06 season.

If interested please come by
the Men’s Basketball Oftice
on the 3rd floor of the
GTAA ( Edge Building)
or call the office
(@ 404-894-5425
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Best. Roommate. Ever.

USB gives you fast, reliable connectivity—
and no dirty socks on the floor.

Talk about the ultimate roommate. By providing reliable, instant connections to
your digital camera, MP3 player, PDA, printer, joystick, USB flash drive or external
storage, USB allows you to focus on the things that really matter—like ripping tunes.
One simply couldn’t ask for a better study buddy.

Look for certified USB products at your local retailer.

Information provided by the USB Implementers Forum
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INDEPENDENT MINDS 3

Duff & Phelps, an independent financial advisory and investment banking firm, and

Standard & Poor’s Corporate Value Consulting (CVC) business unit, are proud to announce
their merger under the Duff & Phelps name. The combination has created a leading
consulting and investment services company with over 600 employees in 15 cities throughout
the U.S. and Europe. And vast opportunity for you.

Our clients depend on us for our astute, objective opinions. And we'll depend on you for
yours. You will hone your skills as you help transform the global marketplace. Your potential
for success has never been greater.

Think independently. Uphold strong principles. Be ready for life’s next challenge. Visit

duffandphelps.com or contact your placement office to learn more about our upcoming events.

DUFF & PHELPS

ATLANTA BostoN CHicAGo DaLLas DetroiT FLorHAM PARK, NJ HoustoN Los ANGELES NEWw YORK
PHILADELPHIA SAN FRANCISCO SEATTLE SILICON VALLEY AMSTERDAM LONDON

Duff & Phelps, LLC is committed to providing equal opportunities in employment. We will not discriminate between applications for reason of gender, race, religion, color, nationality, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, marital status, age or disability.
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ESWB from page 9

ties to work to goaround,” Saunders
said.

With two high-energy proj-
ects taking place simultaneously,
one of them might end up af-
fecting the other in quality
due to the limited resources of any
student organization.

However ESWB is
determinednottolecthishappenasthe
organization is “structured to make
sure that the projects do not hinder
each other,” Pagnon said.

The organization issponsored by
Obra Cost Consulting and hasalso
received funds from an anonymous
donor according to Dr. Saunders.

ESWB is proposing to
other community service
organizations to help out primarily
withhousingforthevictimsonthe Gulf
Coast.

The exact needs of the areas af-
fected by Katrinawill be assessed in
meetings with other participating
student organizations.

“I feel very priviliged at hav-
ing had the opportunity to spend

TR

almost a week with the members
of the community in Honduras,”
Vargas said.

“The assessment trip in May, I
think, was a way for ESWB mem-
bers to acquire an understanding
of the hardships faced by people in
developingcommunities, and toalso
use theirengineering problem-solv-
ing skills to find a way to arrive at
asolution that will ultimately raise
the quality of life for the wonderful
people of La Lima, Honduras,”
she said.

From their experience in Hon-
durasindealingwith decayingwater
situations, ESWB isastrongally in
therebuilding of the devastated areas
affected by the hurricane.

They are not only-
adressing situations of
importancein ourowncountry, like
the Katrina crisis but are also rais-
ing awareness of challenging issues
faced by developing communities
internationally.

Students interested in joining
the organization or participating a
project can find more information
at their website: http://cyberbuzz.
gatech.edu/ESWB/

Tech Up Close

CAN YOU FIGURE OUT WHERE ON CAMPUS

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN?
THIS WEEK’'S PHOTO:

By Scott Medway / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Email focus@technique.gatech.edu if you
think you know the answer—and check to see
if you won in next week’s issue!

Last week’s Tech Up Close:

Tombstone of Sideways outside Tech Tower

Last week’s winners:

Mark Miller, Bob Canada and James Stefanakos
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Photo courtesy of Angharad C. Pagnon
Members of the Engineering Students Without Borders, who travelled
to Honduras, pose with some of the local community leaders.
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g Call (44726252
I'm sure I'm not the only one who thinks race heritage months are : :
Nowgostudy | 990 State Street NW

To bring up a much-debated topic from last year... Better Ingre dients. Delivery an d Carryou t

I am the freshman who wrote Bush’s intelligence is a constitutional .
problem Better Pizza.
Why can’t I make a deposit in the new ATMs? F*** you, Wacho-
via!

I still really, really like Sarah.

Someone woke me up “When September Ended”

I love you Green Day!!!

who wore my sandal home from ATO sat?

what happened to recess?

hey FOOSK, have you been counting??

They weren’t kidding. English at Tech is a joke.

I'm a simple man. I don’t ask for much. Only that Danny keep his
shirt on at all times. Ugh.

I put the ROCK in piobaireachd

I love lamp

Come to the 33rd Stone Mountain Highland Games Oct 15 and see
the world renowned Atlanta Pipe Band

Live, from the Sydney Opera House, the 3 time world champions
from vancouver canada, the Simon Fraser University Pipe Band!
Track 1-Blue Cloud

Track 8-Hot Hands

I think we need to scrap our marching band and form a bagpipe
band

I dunno y everyone hates Matlab and Webwork....i like it... :0)

I couldn’t sleep last night because I couldn’t stop thinking of how
much UGA pisses me off.... DAMN UGA!!!!

Epsy....thank you that you have finally seen the light about our sports
program...welcome to the school of nerds where half the studentbody
does not care one bit.

Try our student specials:
11arge 1topping pizza for e+l $3.99!
Or1Papa’s Perfect Pan pizzaw/upto 3

toppings for oLy, $12.99!

See page 16 for more Slivers.




