INCIDENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE INCIDENTAL URBANISM
e - - -

Our studio had modest aims in the big debates about Midtown and Georgia Tech were once part of a simple The challenge to the studio was to reconnect Georgia The conditions along the Downtown Connector prohibit The first exercise in the studio was to assign one part For the remainder of the studio, each student The floorboard superimposes the site plans of all  This idea of incidental infrastructure - incidental
contemporary architecture and urban design. We were framework of interconnected blocks and streets and Tech and Midtown. We thought the best approach to simply replacing the framework that existed before or of the highway to each of the students. We drew selected one of the possible connections, excluding thirteen student projects on a recent aerial photograph  urbanism is not exactly new. The Ponte Vecchio is one
not interested in the current nostalgia for tradition or lots, stretching over the Peachtree Ridge down to explore was infrastructural, since it was the city just covering up the highway to make it disappear assignments out of a hat - one for each original one crossing that was impossible to reconnect — of the Downtown Connector. Each student worked  example. The oldest bridge across the widest part of the
the desire to aestheticize the past, sanitizing the Peters Park and then back up again. This simple infrastructure that was severed by building the underground. Two features eliminate that possibility. crossing (North, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Eighth Street — and one face that needed only careful independently, so some of the site plans are overlaidor  River Arno enabled a boisterous city street to be built on
American small town or elevating the city’'s public framework — the city's infrastructure — enabled highway. Often infrastructure is thought of as an overall First are the hills and valleys of the highway itself as it Peachtree Place, and Tenth) and one for each of the protection and completion, not rebuilding — Georgia combined or modified to fit together, because they  top of it and then enabled the secret passage, the Vasari
realm to a new level of importance equal to its practical individual buildings and spaces and places to be built framework for building a city, and sometimes it is. moves under the three bridges and then returns to the four highway faces. (Georgia Tech from North to Fifth, Tech from North to Fifth. A brief description of each ended up occupying the same territory. But there was  Corridor leading from the Palace to the Uffizzi, to be built
decline. We were not interested in the continuing incrementally, even when the framework itself changed James Oglethorpe’s design for Savannah laid out the surface in between. Second is the sloping ground that Georgia Tech from Fifth to Tenth, Midtown from North project is included below, along with its location and no attempt to force the projects into some pre-  on top of that, which then enabled the back-shops to be
nostalgia for an architectural avant-garde or the desire with the growth of the Georgia Tech campus. The infrastructure of blocks, streets and lots for building results in the Midtown edge of the highway being much to Fifth, and Midtown from Fifth to Tenth). Each student one of the images from the student’'s work. Four of conceived idea or to combine them together into an  added by projecting them over the river. And others:
to aestheticize the fragmentation, disjunction and flows Downtown Connector changed that. The intercon- and expanding the city. William Penn’s Philadelphia, higher than the Georgia Tech side. The old infrastruc- investigated his or her luck of the draw highway these projects are presented in full on the adjoining overall framework or master plan. Each student just The Spanish Steps — the Piazza di Spangna - in Rome;
of the contemporary city. Debating Seaside and Bilbao nected framework became disconnected, leaving the Commissioner's Plan for Manhattan, and many ture — and the city that it enabled — can’t be put back crossing or highway face to determine if it could panels. These are the Third Street Promenade, the investigated his or her specific incident at the highway Rockefeller Center in Manhattan. Urban projects must
seemed sort of beside the point when we looked at, Georgia Tech on one side and Midtown on the other. other examples across America are familiar. They are together again. Re-connections must be incidental — a become incidental infrastructure — a partial addition to Fourth Street Student Housing Bridge, the Fifth and then designed incidental infrastructure that intends =~ do more than one thing: a bridge is more than a bridge,
walked around, and drove back and forth on the Only three street connections remained of the original sometimes called plats or plans but are always the condition of what happened, what was left over, what the severed framework based on what happened, what Street Big Box Bridge, and the Fifth Street Student to enable an incidental urbanism for Georgia Tech, steps are more than steps, and a building is more than
Downtown Connector. eight: North Avenue, Fifth Street, and Tenth Street. framework - infrastructure — for building cities. might be possible. was left over, what might be possible. Street. Midtown and the Downtown Connector. just a building.

With a little more time and some willing sponsors, we might make the Downtown Connector into Atlanta’s 21st Century version of the Ponte Vecchio, the Spanish Steps, and Rockefeller Center.
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THE PEACHTREE PLACE WALK
Vanuis Garvin

SIXTH STREET 50CCER BRIDGE

THIRD STREET PROMENADE FIFTH STREET STUDENT STREET
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NORTH AVENUE STREET-BRIDGE NORTH AVENUE easiest walk from the Georga Tech campus o MARTA railrcads always grew up with bwo sides. One side faced FOURTH STREET rest of She vacast ad, bul the sdge of B highway wil FIFTH STREET BIG-BOX BRIDGE DEGIIAL. WMNCURG, DURNMG-SGL, BaSTRD OIN 08 MIDTOWN STORMWATER GARDENS Sty 6 gt M CONMOCOn arg reeded. especily THE O'KEEFE LAWN L B e s TENTH STREET PARK-BRIDGE RYAN MCKIBEBEN
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narrow sidewalks with na butler from eher last moving at. rot & highway. Go take a look. st Sy i o st garbage, discarded fumitere and occasional car parts. It Stadium closely woven inlo the campus. and the old dosms This project peoposas making & city from Spring Sineet 1o sl be & long way o walk from Georgia Tech io ek powple.  Ona clrgnn s br e workd of This project proposes & stormwater utility district the highway and listen to the sound of soccer interesting thing about the site now is a small clearing e i ik, e ol NS LN LI D R GEORGIA
vehicles of grd-locked wehiche fumes. nose and T sty ey e i Al i B working larchicape Bop Bhe raslroads; i just el a3 colegate quadrangies. Expanding the campus eas! ths Bigkwray and fram Ponce 1o Fourth Streat and beyond Migtown. Go stroll across the bridge and look busingss and work, The otfe is fof the sveryday e of for Midigem. Sioemwaler runcl eegulabons nonmaly fane and basoball fane. hadlcdge iny ey venords Bl Hhap Pagleeay edge. whens g nusly it ...r.- |: buddings slong B .-. iy |.n.- = o Ceonma Fech I Vst Fesckines newe i s n-
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take a walk. making a kd, making new geound. making a park. This themseives _t-: whal i on oither sde. We c'\:"_ nid geting ready fo be bult - kke new Fifth Sireet Project b Mledtown and ) Badda arceand . wabesd ol way sraiy Hom with oMo buddngs oF Rousing of Georga Tech buikings places on the campus now, It needs more. Midiown end up being invisible and anpensine wunder This progdct propodas & BIRMGE COnnecion — B BdEdr (Gooegia Tech shedent oo Swo o relum one night lo si ”c:"f" 4 _' l...- 3 R H :_-ILH:I:" " _;" _ -.'\--.:I.\}'-..:- b, you should drive by, not walk, to look it
landscape can include a lol of dfierent things: An o b S o o izl Take & trash bag and walk slong the sdge. Bt FWEIGNG CONE OF Dhet Chmpeas. Bat the Fith Sheel Laapus surrpunding B field - learning frem Camden Yards o oid This project propases io convert the Fifth Street Bridge ground ciibems. Insinad of bulding indrvual cislems birlidge - cver the highway at Sidh Streel. The connection wiilch Thi cars go by, el drink & beer of two, and draam F:.I:;h: ;: Llln;:.lu.;;:h e s d ale i INSTITUTE OF
Thes project proposes an inhabdbed bridge = think amrpkitipater — think about the Sants Fo Opera with Stresd Turrssl and fof daste nod Swiss chalils, but we do is just @ half-campus. Mo student kousing = no real baseball parks. Soccer, office buildings, howsing, student into n Big Box Bridge. One wersaon of The Mafiown This peoject praposes 1o make & student sirest, proporty ownin could contritule thivir $hang of the nit would join the new baseball park, and ofher athiebc Go sit thers and dresm Bomatine e bty eyt i 'I' i
of B 2138 Conbary Ponin Viecchis — with shops. openieg Downbown Aflaris substituted for the Sangre de Cristo propose making beauliul spaces and plices so the This project proposss 1 make & parth, simiar o Pl 6 EampUR. hesssing. Gasegia Tech buldings, along with Fifih Sieat Blusperied abwiranid & Big B Disiricd along the Righway made up of several independent small projects. to oSl and on-going maitenance o a common faciity actvities along Tochwood Drive. with 8 now goccer ' i T L e This eoject proposes % femake Testh Stree! with a ear
o an afckde alang the siesl and ludest housing Mowntaing behind the stage. A parking gamage for tunnel | just one episade on & SequUEnce leading Bom Temils, for Ihe edge of the highway frem Mok Avenus io retail shops and roslaurants, could make & Midtown That is gone, Bal it may B sppropeisle 1o hive & b GVariEy 00 B W Sorporie wnel P Cireel. B Logecaly, B Brid ond would ba iooiied slong W 4dgh of stadiom seating 10.000 fo 20,000 in Midiown betwese This pecdecl proposes io make & new front yard o P T P park:-bridge as inlfasbruciure to supporl new high- TECHNOLOGY
above. The Morh Avenuo bridge becomos b diftorasd USars — Goongd Tech by 0oy, Concer gours By the Campis i MARTA and back A small paek on the Filths Seaat. FaEs 1o Trals promcts reslacs rads with muk- This profect proposes a bridge of student housing o Highway City that we would all enjoy by car on the box = maybe a groveny slone that serves Midiown and wondkd rpach from Techwood Den bo West Peachines thi By ditch sarvicsg tha land from Filth Steet o Tenth Sixth and Eighth Strests. The bridge would contast wis ,:-ﬂ“.:_:_l_"fl:l M Alf‘l:l:_| e highvdy from e CokSaum 10 denly daviopmEe] slong Dot sdes of thy sieel. The
fraslructors 80 buld & el B Sthes-Bradgs. The night. Viarsity cwacliow all Bha i (el nd of thad la® tu [segrgey lech side 1o B a lhreshold betesen The purpose paths. This project ﬁ not replace the Downbown ealited B odd i hogbrecdy  The Bauins wauld maka i b howsary caf by Tt in madicssen. Midowns frent yard facing CGacegin Tech, Makd &£ & Bag Box Bradgs wilh panking Each one would harve 3 purpose: abemate roules o Siresl wesl of Hae Pagohires ndge Thie  slormecsted Fifih S3wmel which is an aulomobdy Dridge and an Fi%h Street. The O'keefe gym and the parking lol would el bl — e Tenth Stieal sidewalk would be widenad
housing would ba lallsy o Bhe south side 1o provids lang on Tha bridos ). Recreatson spaces for GSU and GT campus and the lunmel A SIONTRASET Mandgesment Cornecion bl & wil maks sn sdge of mull-purposs s bds thal e jus] 8 gocd a8 the obd Gnes. Thes Fifs] Sactcn Gacegia Tech's fremt yard might B e best way o ke on e — s Be new Publix @ Miami Beach - with thie brdge with ramps or Sieps, benches, dnnking marssgemend tacbty would be now park for WMiflosn. Like Rl Ry EPEa A AnLporatian link fer Bupind The blr-lrﬁ'\-iw-i o Fraks wiry r':_I, & Fn‘.-.-.'n'.ﬁ extending from wih mew Duldngs sel back wah relail shops and SFRIHG 2DD1
shade for te sineel and take advantage of the views studonts; baskatball, iennds, vollsyball, swen climbing plaza — for infilration and detention - 8nd shapping courl —wikineg, biing. rolee-Bladkng. runsing - hat in the fubuee would extend fo Fourth Streed and then all the wary 1o Fifth connections across the highway active pedesirian melaled spaces on the first fioor = lke pustnirg, ghade. & kiosh of beg. Each one would b Oimsted's Eraenld Mockiscs i Boslon, this peojec] & Zixth Streel bridge would be Tor pedesiians, bicpcles e CFpale front door I the edge of the Highway. With restaurants tacrg parking dechs fo the fead. A Mgazaning
10 downicwn, maeg impodiandy; building on Both sides wialls of BME Fa¥racks. This Highway Landscape could on th Muiown Sde 4% o 2 lor restaunnis, musc mikghl b exténded modth and Soeth ahd connschesd It tha hiong sludan] Boutng would b bull ecross (e Reghwim A S DI i ol Cla Wlh GROCRry SIones Dalones o designed ndyidually, lakng cues from its specifs sile fifradbructune that woold contiibute 1o Maliown, Allehta Oladers, poO0dars — anathed wiay B move around sasily, jusl canetul infll of new bulldings arcand the '_J'ﬂrll especial level would B 8 park - achualy 8 sofies of gardens
reduse noise and makes g el sveet With & Bunch stimulate offsesr profects. Urbaniee the Gowmet BP with hangouls, and shops sering Lseonga [ech, B GSU |!.1:"a and irads being busht throughout Atlanta by the Path brdge would connecl s ted pats. &5 pan of e noew alowd dlreel leved - and wilth e sineel bacoming an and siternatres wies, eapecialy sd hoc of unplanmesd Georga Tech and e Highway Parl would be for ki Sl Soiraed] wibed B2 Bsp. Thap Beackad il woidd not juid sludend housing and the |'_.:-"|-.--IJ.1:|'\- &l O h.l_l_.:__ |l: degagrasd by diflererd archiects, landscape archaects and
of shops = broaking the retall monopoly of the Gaourrsed bisildiegs that kne the sdewabe Buld the nix phass of vilage, and any mbw Co-lhe-pdge lofl reddents in Foundation., The irails would Be 8l Sferent hevels bauildings = inclading a now Student Conler Annex - on sach erfptainmen] space with outdoor walk-in movies offs — paseing cul leafiels urging others B wale fod pomiTisnily gardens wngalied by chian wala? feom roofops ba from edge o edge of the highway, intead the Sinth oo~ Wil e Arirgis — BTRENG BN GICAOE SPACE A e higheay, This EleBIT nEslGH
BP = the Morth Avenus Sirest-Bridge mght thi Viarsity 1o cornplimen] Morlh Aweniug ard 8iso lurn it Midlown. The tuncsd fasl could Be dilled with wearsing B lopograpky of the highway 1o the Topography s, Boecause of the sloping land kom the Peschings Rdos abve T highway, b gxample, The Fifth Strest Ry o hade, doang caliuius homdwar, kg & ks, CHhaf partd would Ba infilabon iwnd of gandens, lelhing Street Soccer Bridge would form the end ponn of e important @nd memceabls place on the Campes. With Pk oF Sarad of gardens woulkl becomes the rew biidgs
BEATE @ A BN ABON foe inein meen pdes ] rae ard & face 10 Spring Sestl Ponce de Leon, and especialy the comsentonal f:l-\.l:.'-"'-tl“. nio & mosakc-hied felescope of '."-c.?m-ur' crealing o landscape akong past .D‘ the denan be Gacdgia Tech, the Bidge woaukd be dedigned &8 & Big Box Bridgs i & Publs Suparmarksd. parking on talling B0 moms on oell phones, passng oul invlabons wegiatation and ol help clean water from parking lobs e Bocenl ShaAL - §0 peools on thie Bridos would ook careful desige, Techwood Drive could also be exterded 1o worods e highedy, one Evel sbove the exmting bidgs STEU EH BHﬂWH
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