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Structure

The North Avenue Review is produced
by a collection of

Georgla Tech students, facufty, and
staff— all of whom have centributed
writing, graphics, or time.

Unless otherwise state, the views
expressed herein are solely those of the
individual contributars and are nat
intended to express the sentliments of the
Georgia Tech community.

The North Avenue Review is published
guarterly by Chapman printing.

All contents copyrighted by the Board of
Student Publicaticns, with original rights
revarting back to the author,

All letters are welcome. Your letter will
not be edited, sc submit it as you wish ft
to be printed. You may request that your
name be withheld from the letter, but we
must know who you are.

Submissions

We welcome all eriginal contributions,
including articles, essays, poetry, graphic
materigls, announcements, clip art,
poetry, fiction, photographs, surveys,
polemics, small tems of interest, shest
music, recipes, chemical formulas,
madcap hypotheses, prognostications
{both psychic and aarthly), reviews,
dramas, artwork, computer graphics, new

-

patent ideas, dissertations, proclamations
and whatever else is adaptable to the
printed page excluding bricks. Students,
facuity, staff, and alumni are invited to

" share ideas, opinions, expressions, and
-delusions with the NAR.

Procedure

At 'writers workshops' throughout the
quarter and at the deadline meeting, all
sabmissions are presented for group
review. The editors (we are all ‘editors’
or 'non-editors’) then read all
submisslons, offering written constructive
criticism and suggestions. If an editor
feels that a particular piece Is
unnecessarily inflammatory or obscene,
he or she can bring the piece to the
attantion of the group in order to discuss
the pieca. A submission will be exciuded
from the NAR with a three-fourth votes
against its publication. This provision is
gssential te prevent the publication of
ftemns that might jeopardize the NAR's
existence and in practice we have never
censored a final submission aithough we
welcome attempts for your piece to be
the first. Attendance and participatian by
each cantributor is extremely important
and strongly encouraged to allow
feedback and comments— hopefully
improving the quaiity of everyone's work,

Ail texts must be submitted on a
Magcintosh 3.5" disk to lighten the burden
of the NAR's oppressed layout workers
{who are forming a union and planning a
strike under present conditions). Articles
must be typed in ten-point Times font in
either Micrasoft Word or Wordperfect,
We simply cannot type your piece for you
unless it is a very short peem. To make
layout easier remove tabs and
indentations, leave a line
betwsen paragraphs, and quote
your sources appropriately. Ba
prepared to rewrite. Also we
encourage writers to find
visuals to accompany their
articles {these do not have to
be on adisk simply bring therm
with your submissicn).

Getting involved

The NAR needs your help.
Anyone who wants to get
involved regardiess of his or her
litarary or ideoclogical pursuits,
Come to the first meating next
quarter which will be held

The North Avenue Review Scptember 1992

somewhere on the third floor of the
Student Center an the first monday of the
quartar.

“Well I've always said that any reaction.
favorahle ur etherwise, is & gowd sign That
you're affecting someonc.™  Or. David Ruy
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'MORE FUN. .
v YOUR GUNS

Jo€se The North Avenue Review

The North Avenue Review
is needing writers, designers, artist, photographers,
poets, politicos, intellectuals, anti-intellectuals,
bleeding-heart liberals, fascists and any one else
interested 1n working with us.

PLEASE SEND BREER! Read page
ALL YOUR Office 5 O 2 7 1 two for the
STUFFTO —> R EID.4 details.

In the next issue this page will be the letters page
so send us letters to print and respond to with wit!

First Fall Quarter Meeting : Thursday October 1, 3rd Floor Student Center, 6:00 pm
%
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Refreshingly Wierd by Thomas Peake

You arte what you Watch by Dr. R. Neupert
Student Goverment by Tom Kemp and Susan Sutherland
Food Reviews by A L Raiteri

Only in My Dreams by Jerry Liu

Local Bookstores by R. Abdelal and Traci Battie
Logicic! by Doug Bennet

Local Recordstores by M. Piasecki

You go to Tech?? by RL Hobson

Assets by Michael Piasecki

The Neighbourhood by T. Peake

The Way Things Are... by David Miertschin
Historic Observations by Dr. David Ray

Guide

t 0 issue of the North

Dis orientation

dis ORIENTATION

Welcome to this,
the second '
(dis)orientation

AvenueReview
magazine. Why
disorientation?
Doesn't FASET
cover all the bases?
Well yes and no.
Much valuable
information that is
initially unavailable
to the incoming
student may be
10 gained by talking
12 with
14 upperclassmen,
16 graduates,
18 professors, and so
20 on. The last guide
99 was so well recieved
03 we're doing it again.
Hopefully this one-
@@l while certainly not
28 comprehensive-will
offer a point from
which to begin
exploring the
breadth of
intellectual and
cultural
oppurtunities on
campus and in
Atlanta.

w0 - ;m
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dis ORIENTATION

Autumn

n the wee hours of the morning, 3 or 4 am,
earlier this year, | was merrily DJ'ing in our
Overnight Afternatives format on 91.1 fm, the
Georgia Tech student station, WREK.

Sandwiched between Atmospherics and the
Classics, from 1:30 am until 7 am, the late night format
is a diverse mix of all shapes, sizes, flavors, and colors
of music. [decided to play, as an experiment in
comparative music appreciation. two very distinct
versions of the same song.

not seemn troubled by what he heard, only bewildered.
And that is good.

His curious response to such a distinct stimulus
was, | honestly believe, healthy, 1t is what WREK is ull
ahout. A local “easy listening” station once had a motto,
“We Play Favorites™; perhaps WREK could use “We
Create Favorites™? Whether it reaches back to a pure and
uncorrupted folk tradition, presents & new and unigue
hybrid between supposedly unrelated genres, or is just
plain n, WREK secks to broadcast what we have nol
heard befure (although we do play oldies, they tend 1o he
the more obscure ones). The effect of this approach is
intriguing.

REFRESHINGLY WEIRD

by Thomas Peake

An avant garde cellist from New York City and
a Dutch punk rock group, both with discographies pre-
duting Reagan’s presidency. collaborated ona 1991
releave. The result was a unique and exhilarating fusion.
One of the songs on this album was a version of a
Hungarian folk tune also recently issued by a group of
classically trained musicians {rom Budapest. The
translation of “Hidegen Fujnak A Szelek™ is “Cold

- Winds Are Blowing™; it is a grim tune about the lack of
freedom. In this sense, it might be called an East
European blues tune, leaving its audience with that low
down, my-baby-done-le{t-me kind of hlues mourning.
The two groups’ treatment of the song represents the
old/mew, the rural/urban. the acoustic/electric, and the
organic/industrial schisms between tradition and
madernity, Al the same time, they convey similar
feelings of despair.

This awnazing on-air concoction inspired every
DJ's drewmn, a listener comment! A young man’s voice,
presumably a Tech student, sounded confused. “Tha
was weird,” he offered,

The word “weird™ has hecome the most
meaningless adjective in the American English
vocabulary. Rather than search for a truly representative
madifier {or perhups rather than figure out what they
really want to say), many folks opt instead for “weird™
1 figure the least [ can do is inguire further - demand a
real adjective - to do my part in the fight against mental
arophy.

I hegan my investigative etfort. “Do you mean
‘unsettlingly” weird, or “retreshingly” weird?™ Alter all,
we already know thit rock versions of Hungarian folk
songs ire ned exactly a dime-u-dozen. Qur listener did

If DJ’s are discovering new music (new to
them) at the same time it is heing aired, then they are put
in the same position as the listener, There is 4
connection between the WREK staffer and the WREK
listener that you do not often find elsewhere. Our DJ's
do not have our rotation memorized - the possihilities are
endless. DJ's stumble across wonderful new performers
in the course of their airshift, just as hungry listeners hear

gems for their first time.,

So there’s really not much of o distunce
separating our listener and me. We both reacted strongly
to the same performances. WREK is where we both first
heard the Dutch punk rock. the Hongarian folk, and the
New York cellist,

WREK does have u programining philosaphy.,
and it coincides nicely with the mission of both Georgia
Tech and non-commercial radio. Education, of all
involved, is actually taking place. We are not talking
*hip alternatives® here - they are just as {lecting and
formulaic as the *mainstrearn’, We seck authentic andfor
innovative wrists.

There is a method W our so-cudled “weirdness’,
Of course. it's not weird o those involved at all - in fact,
it is “natural’, or ‘invigorating”, or ‘shucking’, or ‘mind-
boggling®, or *amorphous”. or *soothing”. or “rockin™, or
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disORIENTATION

You Are What You Watch:

Seeing Movies in Atlanta

The uverage movie in 1992 will cost $28 million to
shoot and another $15 milkion to advertise, The average
movie is simed at u wide spectrum of the population,
know as the average film-goer (17-30 yrs old). In order
to guarantee a protit after such a huge invesiment, the
average (ihn has to take in five times more at the box
offive than it costs 10 make (1o pay off exhibitors,
distributors, buy those ads, ere.). Thus, the mainstream
vinemni works very hard to come up with films, much
like TV shows, that will interest a specific segment of
the mass audience. Therefore it is easy to 'be average.
just go to all the movies with full-page ads in the paper.
or if you really want to be average. check the papers on
Monday 1o see which movie made the most moncy
during the past weekend. and then go see it atatheatee
neir you. [n this way, going (o the movies becomes safe,
predictuble, and as gverage un experience as eating all
you meals at McDonalds and you never have to worry
ahoul your own aesthetic teste, It is perfectly average,
Strangely enough, going to college should involve
new experiences and influences, and. comy as it sounds,
it should develop a more personal, mature, and
rewarding taste in the arts (film, music, dunce, novel,
cartoons, ete.) Many of us begin the whole process
much earlier of course: for instance, T iypically could be
found sitting on rusty folding chairs in the basement of
an urt center on Saturday nights during high school
where [ saw experimental movies while iy
cantemporaries were watching Smokey and the Bandit
at drive-inx, Anyway., college should encourage a period
of experimentation. and enhance a curiosity about the
margins of “mudnstream” an. to build up a more
rewarding and distinctive personal taste or aesthetic, [
assume that is why the [ine folks here w the North
Avenue Review axked me 10 suggest where 1o see

muvies in he area, Well, any (ool can look in the papers

by Dr. Richard Neupert

and see where the movies are playing., but [ recommmend
something i bit different thit seems to defy the carefully
crafted Laws of marketing followed by the average

producers,

THE NEXT TIME YOU PICK UP the weekend
newspapersto chose @ movie, ignore the full-page ads
tor Stephen King or Steven Spiclberg-type pictures and
hunt ot the tiny litde advertisements in the comers.
These will be tor theatres that do nor show the average
genre pictures. Rather, these tiny ads {at least the ones
that do not say X3} signad o different 1ype of film
and a differcni kind of theatre. These houses, listed
below, are close equivalents 1o the nearly dead tradition
known as the “art house.” Foreign {ilms, cuit films,
rereleased films (from Casablanea to Wages of Fear),
and unusual films are there, but in arder to see them,
you oflen have o sewrch them out like you would a
favorite alternative music group. Fortunately, Creative
Loafing will often provide information on filing of
interest that huve found their way their way to Atlanta,
so you should let them help you in your search. The
{ollowing theatres provide good 1 places o check in the
vicinity:

Garden Hills Cinema, The Screening Room, Tara,
and the Plaza in Virginia-Highlunds,

There are also other autlets such as Georgia Stae
University s Cinefest, the Atlanta High Museum's films
series, Image Film and Video Co-operative, and cven
special free {1lm series and events at Emory University,
Here at Georgia Tech there are, of couse, film classes
taught through the Literature, Comumunication & Culture
Department (aka English),

B UT DO NOT SIMPLY STOP THERE. Maost of us

se¢ more motion pictures.on videotape (i poor but

The North Avenue Review September 1992 7




Q 2661 qundng mataay anuaay IRICN YL

£219-/24 JBQWINN UOIIRULION| UlB N
3N PH PIOXQ S 0BEL
:Apstaan Aowg

GZ2h-25E ‘eudyd
MN 15 IBuueg 5/
I0IPIA pue w4 abew|

GE56-868 -3uoyd
3N IS @8djydead 082t
My jo wnasnpy ybBiy

G95E-159 :8uoyd
1004 PUZ 1S pUeRIMNO) 99
{NsY) 1sajpuI)

8v08-9.8 :8uold

uoaT ap 8auod 6¥01
:(luoye) aneay] eze|d
8829-£9 8udYd

aN ‘pY @Bpug snsay) Spee
((s¥A0H) eiR)

1£1€ YsTBuT Wiy Jo 1y aAneaey 3y I, Burgoe)
aq [[14 0 J[e Syl yoag, eifioan 2 juaunmedap

DT A T sHpmS wipry Jo zossajord v st wadnaN t1Q

A 10§ SOINTLY UCTIAT FATY 10U LW KW IFRL2D N5

asayl ginoy) usan rouuayrmdg udmduns Juriyniut

Jufiewn v Ay sof prad pane JyEnaoyg 2o padnp uaay aany

nak ayy dunpaag proar j[ea pui daustadxa wyg 1aapsad

ap o nsand Funxa @ our Youy Suei-maoul i
(I14 10K NG 238 NOA FUIYIAIIAD axI[ Jou A0 1o 4

' STUT[ FNIED DULNS DYI DI opUAg RN 0]

(HAT) PUTY FANEIN] Ay ], JUDT AOU U RO “JIRap e

PHAA 100 urysayeus sty asmend a3n)) sejoygnry s nok

11 souo Amzoduoiuea sy ur | pajonb,, SwiTpaagio Udad Io

JVLAAITP SUms MY AY SWT) I e usop Funamy AHpiuaul

LJAolun pua yoans, e sdo@aan JIng Wiy snopss ay)

(N JONSNH PRy ISLUR K1 0) UAINT] 0) Y0 ¢

o) puit) PO qog 4apea) si Ag swnype stojanad

10 JOO[ UYL PNz AT IWENG A (D AU ol Ang

WEIW_IOUUNOS SIS 0l Sy 812 ISNT  opRI agalon jo

L AemAue 3u1dds yiaom j,usl Ajqeqoad 31 3no paydayd s, JI
18U SI 2I01S 09PIA Y1 JB QUINY] JO SNI JJLI0AR) AW JO dUQ),,

Y26 L-LEC ‘eUoyd

PY owpald 1852 'BZeld malapeolg
:(uoga) wooy Buiuadas ayl
20¢c-99¢ ‘suoyd

ISeanoead Gear

:(woje) ewan SH uapien

oA 10) wnl

Mg "auaKIaAD 0] Jou STRYL a1 Juteas jo anuanadxa
[PRSUR SYL RS 01 AW XU 2y Fuop: pudup e Feip o)
YFNoua oA MNINWIS PIROYS WAL JO WS SPIeuog Iy
® sdna apquinaqios uo eadde ;i sdonmyd aany 10

SUGISIDA DIWY o 01 — juaipadxs on samed paond
By PINOYS "SIAAYL [AUS IG] IYI| SIS GIPIA I8N
“SULLE MSSRYD “SW1) 0D "SUMiy udnio] ueng | pawrmial
ay o1 joop ja sadan zg asoul jo suo Joadxs nok

Op uaym a0y, BORYSIZ I JSYIT SO0 AL DY) I J001]
A A utaas uiom 3 ust Ajgegosd 1 no payoayo

STT 1 RAT S1 00 QAPLA DY) 11T YUimy) Jo sJ[IL SH0AL]
AUl JO AUQ EASOUN 341 0] YIRS MOA 20UTIUOD PO
NOA *(SUOTIDI[[0 FULISAII PUN2 ISTAAI] IS0 A[) ALY
Aoyl a0ours —AUTARG Y0 AL NMAOR SE YONS Um0l
o sasndunmd meau Sy g Julydayd puaunnng

1 P2) JOIS ODPIA ¥ IISIA TIOA 3WT) IXD0 STy |

(SPUNOS P2 SPARUA W1 WWSY 01 ANSGIS ]IS0

661

uwniny

NOILLV.LNAIHO S1P



T

1992

i (44 CSGA?’

Autumn

dis ORIENTATION

Is that a Veneral disease, or
Something?”

by Tom Kemp

1 ——

“The Government?!” Why would | want to get involved
with ‘The Government?' Everyone in Office is either a
crook, liar, or drunkard! ...Right? | mean, those foks in
Cffice don't actually do anything useful, dothey? Besides;
evenifthey did do anything meaningful, allthat'Government'
stuff is so boringl”

Well, maybe some ofthe functions of government
are horing (the occasional long meeting, some ofthe extra
paperwork), but as ageneralrule, what "The Government”
does for our campus is not only interesting, but it's pretty
important for the students of Georgia Tach.

Now, you may be asking yourseif, "of what
‘Government’do you speak, ohwise andshrewd author?*
Why, the GeorgiéfTech Student Government, of course!

"Student Gavernment? What's that? s it like

a University Congress, or sorething? Inaway:it'sa.

representative body of students, elected by the students,
for the students, of the students {does that sound familiar,
or what?l), Student Government (a.k.a. SGA), just like
Congress, has two elected Houses: the Undergraguate
Student Council and the Graduate Student Senate. These
two Houses, along with a separate Committee Structure,
compiete the Georgia Tech Student Government.

" Oh, and what does this Student Government
actually do?" If you mean besides taking itself a little too
seriously on occasion, quite a bit. Student Government is
responsible for representing student concerns to the
Georgia Tech Administration, to the Georgia Board of
Regents (the body responsible for passing state-wide laws
which affect college students), and the State of Georgia
{le., the General Assembly, the Governar's Office, efc.).
SGA is also respensible for allocated over $1.6 million
annually, This meneyIs your Student Activity Fees, which
you pay every quarter when you pay tuition. Student
Activity Fees let Student Government help fund SAC (the

Student Athletic Complex), the Student Center, the Georgia

Tech Theatre farthe Arts, and aver 40 student organizations
on campus.

"How can | get involved with Student
Government?" Well, the most obivious wayto getinvolved
is to be elected to office. SGA holds graduate and
undergraduate elections every Winter Quartar. Class
Representatives, Major (School) Representatives, and
the Graduate and Undergraduate Vice-Prasidents and
Presidents are alf voted upon during Winter. Elected from
withinthe two Houses are the Assemblies’ Secretaries and
Treasurers, as well as Members-at-Large.

if you decide notta runforan office, or even if you
do, you may still be a part of SGA's Committee Structure.

Both Graduates and Undergraduatas have reprasentation
on varying committees, with committees ranging ininterest
from Campus Servicesto Governmental Affalrs to the Joint
Finance Committee,

So, if you're Interested in Student Government,
just stop by the SGA Office, room 131 in the Student
Services building (across from the Student Center}, or
phone at 884-2814, At SGA, we'll keep alight onfor ya'."

What the Student
Goverment Association
Can Offer You

The following, information was submitted by Susan
Sutherland. SGA President:

The Course Critique - A collection of professors
grade distributions and a paragraph describing his/her
clasy, teaching style, types of exam, etc..  The survival
guide betfore you register for classes! Stop by the office
to purchise one,

Legal Advice - A lawyer comes 1o the SGA olficc and
offers free legal advice on Monday and Wednesday
afternoon. Call for an ancintment.

Student Discount Card - Early fall quarter there will
be adistribution of the *University Savings Card’
providing Tech students with discounts to many
businesses in Atlanta. Look out for it in your PO Box!
Committee Membership - Get involved! There are
twelve committees dealing with most campus activities
such as foothatl block seating, improvements to campus
services. and the chartering of campus organizations.
Committee membership is open to all students, year-
round, All you have to do is fill out a commitiee
interest form (they were in FASET packs) and your
naume will avtomatically be added to the membership
list.

Elections - One of the biggest activates of SGA is the
allocation of Student Activity Fees. Class and major
representatives are elected every winter quarter and
have the casting votes on the allocation process and are
also asked to represent students concerning inajor
issues on campus. Stop by the office the beginning of
Winter Quarter and receive an application te run for a
position, '

Fur mure information - 8GA affice is located in ruom 131 of
the Student Services Building, Phone # 894-28[4

The North Avenue Review September 1942 9
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Thoughts for Food

a survey of local eateries and
dining institutes by Ashley L. Raiteri

HAD JUST ARRIVED AT THE INSTITUTE and my wealthy father gave me two hundred and fifty dollars to deposit

into 1 Tech Express card. I1s an efectronic account by which [ could supposedly meet all my eating needs on campus.
The card 1s supposed o 1ast you one guarier. When I finally zeroed my card ont, it was November of my sophmore year
and [ bought lunch for everybody 1 could lind who was sitting in the atrium section of the ARA dining hall. Tt was |
somewhere around $45.00. Certainly 1 am not irying o imply that you can survive on ARA food for that long with only
$256), [don’tthink you can survive on ARA food that long. Although Lhate ARA, { Uthink they are an evil empire} I will
not go into all the gory details. When | did eat at ARA it was usually for tree because T got pretty skilled at theft. T justified
my actions using the argument that it was my money via Georgia Tech that paid for the whole thing to begin with, There's
this legend of 4 contract that ARA has with Tech that says no other food service can operate anywhere on campus, [0 is
supposed W contain ano-compete clause but no one knows what it contains because Roger Wherley ( now being groomed
as the Dean of Student Services) will never show it to anyone, However these days [am less willing to risk imprisonment
for ideals or free food, I pay for what Teat when [ cat there but in general 1 take the advice Fam giving you, go someplace
else. What follows is by no means a comprehensive listing of alternatives to ARA in Adanta, It is simply the ones with
which I am most familiar. My subjective reference frume by which Levaluate an eatery is rather socialist or*tamily-value™
oriented. I believe in supporting local businesses ax opposed 10 national corporate chain stores. [ am opposed to eating
at fast food restaraunts for environmental, socio-economic and health reasons. | believe in eateries that treat you as an
indivdual being served by individuals. Weare all living in Atlanta, and it would be nice if we were all 4 part ol the Atlanta
community, instead of economic parasites on the indigeounous peoples.  You are more than welcome to travel past
Buckhead and e at your Duvorites like Chili's, Western Sizzling, or AppleBee™s but [ don’t know how 1o get there. 1've
also heen told dhat adl the malls have excellent “teod™ courts.

The listings ware classified into three categories: | 1] cheap as shit (ander four dollars for a filling healthy meal.)
[2] less chesp ( between thiee o eight dollars for adecent meal.) and (3) notcheap (not cheap). Imostly reviewed those
in calegory one, hecuase that’s where I eat. That's where the local counter-culture eaes ( I think because counter-culture
is almost by definition poor as category one is cheap.) That™s where [ feel at home. Bul none of these places is a substiute
forhome. 1fyou live inadorm, you're outta luck. Still, one diy you will have i hone; and nothing beats cooking at home, !
It"s usually the best lasting, the most satis{ying and always the least expensive,

Cheap as Shit:

Tortillas: atmosphere : The camelot of Atlanta’s counter-
culure, aiongh hately they've made a lot of changes and

Frijoleros: atinosphere @ genuine blue-collar version of
Tortillas. Working man’s burritos. It's less trendy and

cater more lowards the economically overdeveloped.
Decent local art and alwaysexcellent music. Ask for John
Robinson or Jolunw and tell them they 're cull icons. John
isthe guy in the Creative Loafing ad with six fingers, food
s San-Transican stybe burritos and quesidillas, St witha
Beanand Cheeseand work your wiy up tea Sheimp Super-
Burrito with potatoes. Plus the chips and salsae ameal
in ind of themnselves, Ask for more chips 11°s all you can
et bt they don’t 1ell you that. Best Guue in the city.
pricing ; cheaprest, plus keok for coupoens in the back of the
Tech directorics

Incated: 774 Ponee De Leon. closed vn Sundays

more realistically an urban hispanic eatery. You won't

vatchu yuppie inthere. They have live music on Wednesday

nights, food ; quesidillas to kill for, don’t get the green
sauce unless you can handle it, 1f you eat here first you
probably won't like any other burritos elsewhere, It's an
example ol how your environment can control your taste
price : oddly enough it’s more exspensive than Torts, by o
heair,

lncated; 1031 Peachtree St NE (it's walkable from campus,
at l0th St.)

Fellinis: iumaos : tattoos, freaks, hikers and one hooth over
uccountints. The Little Five's location is acenter for local
music types and the decorations are part of the Attant
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vomnter-cullure heritage. It's arice place to go and drink
abeer with dinner. food : pizza, get the sicitian or the salad
is a meal wo. price : about $1 a Mice

focated: 422 Seminole Ave. (that's the little five's location.
Call 525-2530 for less desirable stores called Fellini's
throughout Atlanta.)

$3.50 Pizza and Pasta: atmos: bare minimilist warehouse.
plus they Il tum down the Brian Adams if you ask them,
lood : tasty, two notches above adequate. price : the name
says it all. if you're going to the Farmer's Market don’(
pass it up. This place is proof you can make a profil and
stay in buginess.

located: on East Ponce up [rom the market

La Fonda Latina: atmos © a genuine Latin-American
eatery, They have Tito Puente’s Mambo King playing over
the PA and many of the staff are Cubans who speak in
English only if they like you. food : blue com chips and
tomato hased salsa. greal Cuban sandwhiches for you meat
eafers and cheese quesidillas for you vegans. Plus cafe
busteillo. price : midly inexspensive, the chips are 2 buck
T5

located: in little five points

Juniors: aimos : as you walk in the door Tomuny and his
family will greet you shooting the shit, always respecttul
and addressing you as sir or ma’am. They know you and
treat you like ahuman being. I-satraditional cafeteria, As
afreshpersonit’sa way to getaguainted with Tech traditions
and i1's probably the one place on campus you can get
respect without taking it. food : southern diverse food. you
get what you pay for. price : they go out of their way o
make it cheap, all kinds of specials and coupons and for
under $4 it's cnough o make you sick with indigestion.
located: across from Smith Dorn on North Avenue

Less Cheap:

Mick’s: atmos ; cheesy-gentrified diner. iU's a psuedo-
retro fifties style but il feels real sunitized. Plus all the
white tile teels neat 1o and they do play Album X8 siyle
music. Classic Masculinity pervades. Remember this is
Atlanta, 5o if you're homophobic check it out, like The
Stein Club it"s still straight after all these years. [ worked
there so trust me. food : cheese fries. incredible malts,
burgers. salads. cte. vegetarians can eat here too. price
they tuke credit cards, $3-8%

located: lot's of places, check the phone book

Bridgetown Girill: atmos : American Jamacian. Reggea
music and African colors. food : best Jerk ( the only Jerk)
around andif you get the fun vegeatables on your beans it’s
atotally new taste experience. Filling loaves of pineapple
bread and drinkable coftfee. price : if you get more thiun
beans & rice or chili; $3-78,

located: in lirtle five pointsoron peachtree across from the
Fox

Einsteins: (Y77 Juniper St. NE

Cafe Diem: Highland Ave. between North and Ponce, next
to Condom Art

R. Thomas Deluxe Grill: 1812 Peachtree Rd. NE
Huey's: next to Scheffeifer’s

Scheffeifer’s: next to R Thomas.

These are all essentially indistinguishable. They all have
patiosand all serve food forboth vegetarians and carnivores.
cxcept Scheffeifer’s they serve Gyro's. All of them have
drinkable coffee with free refills. Huey’s has beignets, and
that’s about all they have that’s like New Orleans despite
thelr claims, The atmosphere i3 usually contrive but R
Thomas and Cafe Diem stay open late.

Not Cheap

The Abbey: I've eaten here twice. I'm a vegetarian so |
could only eat salads and soups but that was good. The
atmosphere is pretty extravagent and nifty.

I've heard these places were nice:

Dailey’s, The Pleasant Peasant, Coach and Six, and The
Sundial.

X NN Y

BRABARD G

()

My apulogies to ARA. It's them that [ disagree with them so
muoch. Itis the fact that we have aprofit company serving students
om campus [ordining services. A “campus™ should have a liod
cuoperative like ar Harvard, Anyhows, there are plemy of other
great places toeat. | know of a lut more but i'm overworked and
underpiid. 8i go aut there. check them out.
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Only In My Dreams

an editorial by Jerry Liu

Back WHEN 1 WAS A FRESHPERSON, ONE OF
THE FIRST TERMS 1 WAS INTRODUCED TO WAS
TBS. This stands for Tech Bitch Syndrome (not Tumer
Broadcasting System), This term was coined by some
guy named John from a long time ago, even before my
time. Is it a' myth or something too real 7 Let’s examine
the concept first. Supposedly, this symptom evolves in
femnales when they come here and decide they are God’s
gift to this green earth (they are). This attitude comes
from a situation where the women here can be more
selective about whom they want to pair up with because
they are in the vast minority. We can expliain this
process (Natural Selection) in terms of Chemistry 1101,
The free atom representing the female population. we'll
say Na (sodi-yum), is attracted to the more
electronegative atom in the halogen column. In the
halogen column, we have, oh, lets say, Chlorine,
Fluorine, Bromine. Now, if we put one mole of each
into a sealed flask, the Na will want to combine with the
most electronegative types of atoms (Fluorine). That
leaves two moles of atoms (C, and Br) with nothing left
to bond with. Simply speaking, Tech is the flask, and if
you're not a Fluoride lon, according to TBS, you're
screwed. This is a concept you will see in Chem 1. 1t°s
called “limiting re-agent™,

A couple of years later, I was talking to a friend who
said w me, “Hey gay. you will never ever get a date
here, [ haven't, and neither will you,™

And I said to him (name withheld by request),”That's
a pretty negative attitude. | haven’t had a date here
since... waik, [ don't think I"ve ever had one, Bul oh
well, as this great institute of higher leamning @8 my
witness, I swear by the River Styx that [ will eventually
gela dite here.”

He suid w me “Yeah, only in your dreams.”™

NoT!. Not even in my dreans. This is the fun part... 1
wsuadly don’t remember dreans 100 well, but this one
has stuck tomy mind. sending me a deep psychological

message,

[ went 1o sleep one night, thinking about how my
friend said T would only be able 1o find a date in my
dreams. Like a bad meal, nightmares have a way of
repeating themselves, After a few minutes of listening to
weird, messed up music in my bed to induce alpha brain
wave activity, I hit dreamland.

1 came upon the gate of an old playground. [ opened
it, and to my surprise, a tall {(taller than me}, slender,
beautiful brunette was standing there with a basketball.
Physically, she was my dream lady. Well, in this case
she iy my dream lady.

The lady asks me “Hey, wanna play a game?”

Now, at this point a whole bunch of other people
showed up. I didn’t even pay attention to them, so 1
can't remember nor can I describe them. [ just
remernber them Eaughing at me in the end.

So all of us started 10 play. Naturally, I couldn’t run
too well because the pontine cells in my brain inhibited
my movement while | was asleep. I remember my
dream woman coming at me. | got in her way and tried
to block her shot, but she leveled me, and 1 fell down
down down in one of those strange “I'm talling" things
when you drean. And as I hit the imaginary pavement, I
saw her stulf the ball into the hasket. [ really heard it
trom those imaginary people, laughing at me like they
would cough up an ARA meal or something.

When all was said and done, [ believe I lost this gamne
by a slim margin. It was then that something wierd
happened. | decided | wanted (o get to know this model
of physical perfection of a woman benter personally. She
seemed nice, but I wanted o find out more aboul her
over i hot mead or something.

I walked over 1o her and said “Hey, I really enjoyed
gelting heaten by you, blih blah blah..” and eventually |
asked if she would like 1o dine with me.

I got a flat *"No™ for an answer, Just a plain “No.”

And ! said “Ok.....”

And then, she Lwghed, and they all lasughed,

And I laughed too, I was laughing at them Lwghing at
e, and it nade me feel beuer. Just then, the world
started to unfold on me, and the park began to look more
and more like Peters Purk at East Campus, 1 was
surrounded by haildings. noticebly the one with the Big
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“ECH on it. It was just then that T warped out of this
dream and realized how pitiful my life had become,
I was not able to get a date. Not even in my own
drezaun. Absolutely pitiful. For the next few months, |
had similar dreams, all ending with the flat “No™.

SO 1 STARTED THINKING (HARD TO
BELIEVE, BUTI DID ). I thought to myself. Maybe
it's not really TBS that is affecting my romance lite, it's
me. L knew [ didn't have an inferiority complex., because
I always feel like I'm in a dandy mood. Must be
something else. I thought about a psychological term
that could fit what [ experienced in dreamland, The term
self-fulfilling prophesy (Merton, 1948) camne to mind.,
Consequentially, 1 interpretted my actions and defeat as
being influenced by the prejudiced views drilled into me
hy the term TBS. What I had been taught to believe had
changed the way 1 acled, and now the dream proved that
it changed the way I thought.

I also appeared to be suffering from a condition 1 call
“self-deteating prophesy”, where [ always wind up
defeating myself whether [ really had a chance or not.
How else could I explain being rejected over and over
again by women in my dreams, figments of my warmped
imagination? All of the sudden, it appeared 10 me that
something was wrong with me, rather than with the
women of Tech, What was then clear had now hecome
vague. Had my deep psychological fear of TBS caused
me to fail?

[ also knew my condition showed altributes of a
psychological concept known as learned helplessness
(Maier and Seligman, 1976), whereby the individual
cannet achieve a goal no matter how hard he or she
tries. The individual finally gives op even when
presented with the opportunity to succeed.

In the end, I decided the correct diagnosis for me is
“lezarned hopelessness (Price, 1992)", 1 never stopped
trying, I just gave up all hope. My learned hopelessness
was a resull of self-fulfilling prophesy. Cool huh?

So who's fault is it that I can’t get a date? Did T ever
date in high schooel. “Noowo....” So what makes me
think that I can get a date now? Nothing really. And are
the women at Tech ta blame for my problems? “Nooo...
not really.™ So [ wonder to myself about how the guys
here always bitch and moan about getting screwed aver

hy the ratio. Jf you can’t get a date, you can’t get a date.
If you cam’t get a girlfriend, you can’t get a girlfriend.
It"s not fair to attribute your problems to the attiude of
the female population at tech. From my experience, I've
had no problems with the women here, The vast
majority of the women here have been rather nice (o e,
Yeah, maybe a few throw me the cold shoulder. But
what good is this TBS generalization (**all women who
go to Tech have an attitude problem) if it doesn't apply
to the the vast majority of the women here at tech? Hell,
I’ve seen some mega-geeks here who women prohably
wouldn’t want to touch with a ten foot pole and an
airtight suit on. Heck, they could go anywhere and still
not have a life, and to listen to them blame their social
failures on the ratio here at tech is just plain bad. Blame
it on the homework and the shaft tests, but don’t blame
it on the women, Maybe it’s just time to lake a look in
the mirror and say “what the hell, the problem might just
be me.” Then again, there are some guys at tech that do
date (Hell if | polled anyone). But hey, life is more
challenging if you don’t believe in false reasons for your
own defeat. I dunno. All I'm saying is, it is time 0 give
the wornen here a break, and to treqt themn as you would
anyone else, [tis hard enough for them to he playing by
rules made by men. And if you can’t ever geta

. girlfriend or a date here, don’t give up, but cheer up. At

least you are decreasing your risk factor of carrying
HIV. Lastly, maybe you can give yourself a break by
not “hitting on™ anything that moves. F'm not a psych or
chem major by the way. Just a peion engineer wanna-be
that big business wants to (ake advantage of. But that's
economics, and we can talk economics some other day.

Jerry Liu is a hopeless electrical engineering major.
Box31419b
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An examination of local
Atlanta READeries .

The core of areal university education is the pursuit of
knowledge. The hest ways to pursue knowledge are 1o
ask people who know and to find out for yoursell, The
besunty of 4 university is that you are surrounded by
people who are also pursuing knowledge.
Unfortunately, Georgia Tech will not give you a real
university experience unless you demand or forcefully
exiract one. Therefore, be aggressive, Talk to
professors and students about everything, and
sometimes do it over a pitcher of heer at Pero’s. Don't
waste your time. Most importang, however, is to read.
Read on every subject you can imagine, Don’t limit
yoursell to your major (espectally if you are an
engineer}, and ask pcople whom you respect to
recommend their favorite books to you. In order to read
you must have books. Borrow your (riends’ books, the
library’s hooks, professors’ books, and my hooks. Try
and collect books of your own, too, Here are u few
stores in Atlanta that we have visited and can offer an
opinion ahout the quality of selction, price, and
atmosphere. Because this list is not exhaustive and we
ire nat experts (Just pursuers like yoursell) don’t tuke
our word for it — go decide for yourself,

A Capella (1133 Euclid Ave. 68]1-5128. 15 minutes)

This stnall, used bookstore in Liufe Five Points is
excellent for browsing and, for such a small store, has
surprisingly good sections on such topics as student
activist, women s, and Alrican-American issues that
many mainstreaan bookstores ignore. Moderate prices
and a good book tinder service make it an excellent
choice. Also, its proximity to Tete a Teke cale and
Fellini™s make for a well-rounded visit to Linle Five
Poinls.

Atlanta Book Exchange (1000 N, Highland Ave 872-
2665, 10 minutes) .

The disorder is chirming and Trustrating. The Atlanty

BoOkstores

Book Exchinge has shelves of hooks in seemingly
random order, other than broad categories of literary
criticism, psychology, or feminist issues. The social
science collections are amply stocked and the employees
can amazingly tell you whether they have the hook you
need in those stacks, on the floor. or hehind the shelf in
the comer, There is not really room to sit (or stand for
that matter) so have a list of books that you are looking
for handy il you are claustrophobic. Otherwise, wander
around for while,

A Rook Nook (3342 Clairmant Rd. 633-1328, 20
minutes}

Although the drive to The Book Nook from Georgia
Tech is a litle Tong, the Fun of browsing through their
nunterols stacks of used books is often worth it. Their
(air trade and hook buying policy makes it possible (o
walk in with some bouks you have read and walk out
wilh several you haven't, without spending any money.
Not as convenient as some other used stores in Atlanta.
The Book Nook is good Tor cccasional trips of selling
hack old books and stocking up on new ones.

Buok Warehouse (3157 Peachtree Rd 237-103%, 10
MANICs)

Fonnerly “Three Dollar Beok Sale™, Book Warchouse
has a different name and has moved next door 10 2
saller location. Book Warehouse has uneven
collections of books in different topics and is not strong
in any particular arca. However, caretul perusal of the
stacks can yield surprisingly good deals on new
paperback and hirdeover books, Ahother goud reason
to ke o 1rip here is that all the profits are given for
cancer research at Emory University Hospital, 1f you
are poing W spend some money on a few books check
this place out and mayhe you can contribute to a
worthwhile cause rather than a capitalist’s coffers.

1
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Borders Book Shop (3635 Roswell Rd.. al Piedmont
2370707, 15 minutes)

Probably the best bookstorg in Ailanta, Borders has
extensive holdings in most areas of serious scholarship
as well as Classics, literature, contemporary work, and
varivus tight subjects. How can you go wrong at a
hookstore with i radical thought sectton? A large
discount on best sellers and most hardeovers and
generally low prices are wtiractive to college students,
Perhaps the biggest advantage of shopping at Borders is
the ease with which a thoughiiul, bookish staft can order
almost any book in prinl. The wide range of periodicals
is iWlso a big plus. However, Borders deuds only in new
hooks and lacks a coftee shop atmosphére.

C. Dickens {Lenox Square Mall, 2nd foor, 20 minutes)
€. Dickens is a store meant for buying old and rare
books. hut it is not 01t for the college budget. If you
enjoy finding old copies ol hooks you read ax u child or
unigue library collections, you would enjoy C. Dickens,
Il yoou are bored at Lenox while your triend is shopping
a1l Mucy s, go downstairs 1o look wround. [If you are
trapped in Lenox and are tot hored., dondt waste your
time here — i you are not serious aboul finding or
buying a hook there, the staiT often makies browsers
unwelcome,

Charis Books & Muore (419 Moreland Ave, 5240304,
[thiminutes)
One of the very few and probably Lthe hest feminist
hovkstores in Arlant, Churis has extensive collections
of new books by, Tor, and about women. OfF particular
interest is their feeninist thought section which has
severul of the lesser known works by Alice Walker and
even Virgini Woolf. An interesting section ahout male
homuosexuality and gay rights demonstrates Charis”
willingness and intent to sell books most stores will not
stock. Charis ix generally not tor casual book shopping,
hut everyone {including men) should visit the store at

: least once.

Old New York Bosk
Shop (106Y Juniper Street
¥R 1-1285, 5 minutes)
Rather than a book store,
Old New Yuork is i hook
dealer. Old New York

. s exhaustive collections
ol used, scholary, and rare books. including {irst
editions. Their specialty is hardeovers (one room

contains all their paperbacks), and there is free coffee
for thiose of you'planning w stay 4 while. This is a
wonderful place (o browse and indulye yourself with an
interesting find in the leather wrmchair in the basement.

" The knowledgeable staff is helplul in locating sections

and hooks in a somewhat disoricniing maze of riooms in
this converted house. The cramped but intimate
aimosphere of this book shop so close to school is ideal
for the student seeking Lo superhly waste an afternoon.

Oxford Bookstares (3 locations; 23435 Peachiree Rd.

364-2700; 360 Phurr Rd. 262-3333; 1200 West Paces
Ferry 364-2488)

These stores sell exclusively new hooks. The Peachiree
Battle and Pharr Road locations have large selections of
hooks. international newspapers and periodicals, and
hoth are pretty good about special orders, Although the
West Paces Ferry store has an extlensive periodicals
section, it lacks the bookish atmosphere and that the
other two stores capture and the books themselves
which define the worth of & store. Also, the Pharr road
store's selection of videos for rent puts most mainswream
rental outfits (o shame. With a slightly higher prices. a
lower quality statl, and a more limited selection the
Oxford stores rank fower than Borders, Nevertheless,
the very pleasant cales al cach of the stores provide a
gread place W enjoy a new purchase with coffee or wea.
Desserts at the Pharr Road store are always good. and
hoth are excellent places 1o relux,

(xford Too (right by the Peichtree Battle siore)

The used bookstore in the Oxtord chain, Oxford Too has
a very reasonable selection of gsed hooks, Atlanta
unfortunately does nan have a great used hookstore, but
Oxdord Too's proximity o caumpus and reasonible
prices and book rading policy make it appropringe for
the Georgia Tech student’s time schedule and hudget.
Of particular interest is their policy of allowing the
credit for selling vour ald books to be used at any of the
other Oxlord stores for new hooks.

Renaissunce Bookshop (395 Piedmont Ave. 8734101,
10 minutes)

The closest contemporary hookstore to Georgia Tech,
the Renaissance Bookshop offers the kind of selection
ane might tind at Waldenhooks or B. Dallon;
Renaissance Bookshop hardly Tives up o its name,
Because this hookstore is tucked away in the upper
corner of the desolate Rio shopping mall. you will never
find it overwhelmingly crowded. For an obyious,
mitnstream book you need in a hurry, Renssance is
fine because of its proximity to campuas. Otherwise,
don 't waste your lime.
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Yestervear Bookstore (3201 Maple-Dr. 2370163, 10
minutes) - .

Yesteryear has one of Atlanta’s best selections of rare,
firse edition, and leather-bound books. An excellent

plice w shop for a gift for the book lover who seems to

have everything, Yesteryear is pot a place o stock up on -

paperhacks for your leisure reading. Nevertheless.
interesting collections of autographed hooks and old-
prints and maps make {or at least one worthwhile visit.

Georgia Tech Bookstores

Of all three bookstores that serve the Georgia Tech
community, the Georgia Tech Book Store generally has
wll the books you need for your classes. However, -
prices are gencrally higher and the staff less courteous
and helpful (han those at the West Campus Book Store
and Engineer’s Book Store. The Georgia Tech Book
Store is very much a profit-making business and
delinitely does not exist 1o provide the students with a
low cost source of reading material for classes like some
rigur university hookstores, You won't find any great
deals atany of these places but West Campus and
Engineer's deal more exclusively in used (therefore less
cxpensive) books than does the one on campus. Spend o

litike while at each comparing prices for the hooks you
need. Also, the book trade-in policies of the bookstores
do not difler significantly (the Georgia Tech Book Store
has improved In recent years).

A few that were recommended which we have not
visited:

First World Bookstore (780 N Highland Ave 875-
2051 African-Amertcan

Hakim’s Book Store (842 Martin Luther King Ir. Dr
221-0740)

African- American history,

International Bookstore (3652 Shallowford R. 454-
8206) Spanish Literature

Science Fiction & Mystery Book Shop (752 N
Highlund Ave 875 7326)

SeH-explanatory,

Shrine of the Black Madonna Culture Center (946
Ralph D Abernathy Blvd) African-American culture,
literature, thought.

The Sphanx (1511 Picdmont Ave, R75-2665)
Metuphysics. music. incense — hippie sfuff,
US Government Book Store

Editors’ Note: The West Campus Bookstore plays WREK over it's PA.

The Logical
Pitfall

The Institute will bring about the
death of your asthetic

T was asked to write an anti-onientation article for
1his esteemed publication, mainly as an antithesis to the
wondertully twa dimensional FASET program. As one
Inend reminded me. the only thing I remember about
FASET. which we both weng through three years ago, is
Bul o wear your buokbag on hoth shoulders, or you'll
ook like i geek. @recently found out from iny tormer
FASET leader, who is now in his sixth or so year here,
that the reason he liked elling us that was beciuse he
wis oo hig 10 et his baokhiag on hoth shoulders
HILY WY, '

Nuw o get us heyond superficial trivialities, 1°d
fihe 1o relate my eurliest experience at Tech, T first saw
Tech while hidl way through my senior year in high

school, when | came for a visit. 1 picked up a Technique
(the student newspaper), and read a letter 1o the editor
from ua graduming Electricat Engineer. Basically he
hitched up and down about how after his four and « hadi’
1o five years here, Tech had completely siripped him of
al acsthetic and antistic values.

I will now take the torch and pass it on 1o those of
you which it may apply. By now, you cither are or soon
will be immersed in 2 very fogical and meticulous
thought process. Physics and Calculus are the firse
major introductions, bat it goes much further then that.
[n all 1he engineering courses, everything is hroken
Jdown inw logical eleoments of ones wnd zeros.
Everything is black and white with no shades of gray.
Thix is, T believe, the major pitfall of our illustrious
institution, Lile is inuch to complex 1o break it down so
simply, yet we are continually taught to think in those
terms here at Tech. '

This argument muy not mean very much at the
moment. heciuse a8 asenior in high school 31 sure ax
bell didn™t mexin anything to me, But, keep the thought
flowting in the hack of your mind. Because, one day,
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you may find yourself walking across campus anafyzing
the path you follow in terms of vectors, or you and 2
friend may notice that that crack in the sidewalk almost
exactly fits the equation “y equals x-squived™,

These examples should not only speak of i mental
change, they should shout it These experienees should

act as a trumpeter of doom thit something malevolent is

hefalling your person. B, the greater enemy is the
subtle yet subversive manifestutions of this mind
molding. Il you were ever inclined o do anything
artistic{writing, painting, eic.) wnd suddenly you don’t
feel like messing with it anymore, or you just don’t have
time for it, then that means you are falling in the mold.
Because. if you stop, your artistic pursuits, you may
never starl again, at least white af Tech, and that would
be robhing you of some of your mos( creative years.

So. you may ask {or nayhe you won't ask) what
can [ do to avoid thig affliction? Bringing myself out of
pure theory, I'LL try to attach these cthereal wanderings
1o physical ground (which, by the way, very few Tech
classes achicve), The best medicine for the disease,

Yes, [ know most ol you hate your English ¢lasses. Bul,
il you approach these classes with the attitude of gaining
something from them, and not just thinking of them as o
required class, you might actually get something out of
the class other than writers cramp. Also, when you
choose an English Prof. ask around first and pick one
that isn't always that easy. but pick one that is good. and
one that makes you think in non-linear terms, Most of
the time, the easiest Prof is also the most boring,

Well, any mental exercise can alwiys use physical
exercise to go along with it. The hest two areas for this
are Drama Tech and the Craft Center. Drama Tech is
the theater group on campus and the Craft Center is on
the third (loor of the Student Center. These are just two
examples where you can express yourself artistically, 1M
you look around, I'm sure you'll {ind other cutleis, But,
inany case. your mind is a non-lincar entity, don’t force
itinto a fatse state of logicad conclusions for every
situation, Alter atl, we are not logical animals. so enjoy
il while you can. -Doug Bennet
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Vinyl Solutions:
Atlanta's Record Stores

Where To Buy, Sell,
And Trade Music

by Michael Piasecki

5 AN AVID MUSIC LISTENER AND |

CONSUMER, I thoroughly enjoyed writing
this pivce and encourage people to check vut some
of the less-known record stores in Atlanta - you
may find something you really like. To qualify
what | have done, 1 didn’t review all of the mall
and chain stores, since they generally carry the
same items. There is an emphasis on local stares,
since they help to foster many of the up-and-
coming artists of Georgia that you will
undaubtedly hear about while at Tech. | also
didn’t use a comparative rating system, since all of
the stores mentioned have their own strengths.

Atlanta CD 406t} Peachtree RD NE 239-042Y

With three stores to choose from, this local chain
specializes in - you guessed it! - compact discs, no
vinyl. Atlanta CD has a decent selection of pop
and rock, as well as some small sections of other
genres of music, with a decent selection of classical,
This store resembles some of the mall record
stores, but is locally-owned, and occasionally will
have midnight openings for new LPs. The closest
of the three to Tech resides at the end of a hefty
drive up T’eachl‘ree,' and is vasily accessible by
Marta. Attanta CD) has average prices, as wellas a
good selection of imports and CD5s; this store will
order rare items and sometimes carries them when
other stores won't,

Collector’'s World 5351 Buford Highway 452-
72

This Buford Highway shop certainly lives up to
its name - the last time § was in there, [ saw quite a
few vintage records from some notable groups
from the “Classic Rock” era. If you're looking for a
Led Zeppelin CD bootleg from 71, a Beatles
concert from *67, or a Cure gig from "83, Collector’s
World may not actually have it in stock but can
order it quickly from its vast mail catalogs. The
employees are very helpful, but items are generally
expensive - that's the price you pay for rare
collectibles.

Criminal Records

Located in LitHe Five Points, this local record
store specializes in compact discs, with some t-
shirts, posters and literature. Criminal carrics
mostly alternative/college rock music, with a good
variety of import and domestic LPs and CD5s. The
employees are EXTREMELY friendly and helpful,
which may explain why this relatively new store
has done so well. You’ll find a few jewels here,
and prices are generally competitive with many of
the chain stores. Also, there's usually some very
interesting music playing on the store’s speakers.

Fantasyland Records 2839 Peachtree RD NE
237-3193 .

Though nat a dealer of new items, Fantasyland
has an excellent selection of used vinyl, as well as
CD bootlegs ranging from the 60s to college
material. Fantasyland carries t-shirts, posters, rare
rock videos, B-tracks, ulder music literature, used
tapes and CDs, and other memorabilia. There's
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even a huge section of vinyl 7"s foryou nostalgia
buffs. With courteous service and always some
rare gems to be found, Fantasyland is a local
record shop done good - after all, they had the guts
to hang a Smiths poster in the window of their
Buckhead shop!

Full Moon
Records (location
unknown at time of
print)

A tiny little 5 & dime
vinyl shop, Blue Moon
isa quaintrecord store
near Little Five Points
that always has
something you'll like.
Carrying mostly vinyl,
and a few used tapes
and CDs, Blue Moonis
alocal shoplooking for
attention so check it
out. Its very easy to
find items in the store,
and the shop P.A. is
playing

really
interesting that | dare

always
something

say you haven’t heard
before.

Tower Records 3400 Wooddale DR NE 264-
1217
The Rolls-Royce of national music chains, Tower

epitumizes the MTV client. Resembling a huge,
glitzy New York disco, Tower has an enormous
variety of music, mostly on compact disc. With
great selections of pop, classical, rap, folk,
alternative, dance, oldies, and ethnic music, Tower
is pussibly the best place in town to window shop.
Other items of mention are cassettes, CD5s,
musical literature and fanzines, videos, a

* Ticketmaster outlet, a movie rental store, its nwn
free magazine, imports, and the fact that it's open
until midnight every night. Employecs are

sometimes unfriendly, and prices sometimes
unfriendlier, but we all like to browse for things
where we know there are a lot of options.

Wax N Facts 432 Moreland AVE NE 525-2275

One of the most interesting things you'll notice
about Wax N Facts when you walk in is that the
most predominant
display area is
dominated by vinyl
instead of CDs., Wax
N Facts is the best
place in town to find
new and used 12"s
and 7"s, but you can
get virtually any
domestic
contemporary CD
you'd find at any
chain store. Wax
carries music videos,
literature, posters and
t-shirts, bootlegs and
importitems.
Because Wax N Facts
is a local operation,
very much in the
tradition of a mom &
pop establishment,
there is a strong trend toward Georgia music, so
this is the place to get your favorite local artist’s
tape. Prices are competitive, and employees are
pretty helpful. It's also a good place to buy and
sell used music on virteally any medium, making
Wax an idcal place for anyone on a budget.

Other helpful hints for finding music in the Atlanta
area.;

1. Many thrift stores in the metro area still carry
both B-track players and 8-track tapes.

2. Pawn shops sometimes carry used CDs, which
are generally competitively priced.

3. Although [ listed a'variety of Atlanta record
stores, if you an avid music connoisseur, you
should go through the phone book and call each
store to find out what they think is good about
them!
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"You go-to Tech?... Really?"

When I first thoughi about writing an article for this issue of North Avenue Review, [ couldn’t decide what I wanted to
write. There are so many things [ would have loved to addressed, but to me, 1 think sexual discrimination and male/female
relations on the Georgia Tech campus are crucial topics of discussion for both males and females. Maybe this opening

statement can be looked upon as somewhat of a “disclaimer” to any of fensive comments or preconceptions in the following
article, butmy only hope is to raise awareness of this problem/issue. 1am not a male basher and by no means believe that

all men on the Georgia Tech campus are “chavvinist slime.” 1am also aware that some women use sexual discrimination
as a cruech for their own personal betterment. (11 could. I'd slap each one of them silly). There are exceptions to every
generalization. However, | do need to generalize Lo some extent in this articks, or how is this issue ever rally to be addressed?

Hopetully. it will act as a stimulant for both individual and group discussion and maybe kead to ideas as to correction or

improvement of existing gender relations on Georgia Tech campus.

T HE OTHER DAY I WAS ON A BUS
RETURNING FROM A BRAVES GAME with some of
my college peers. On either side of me were two Georgia
Tech friends of [riends who had apparently been drinking.
One of them struck up 2 conversation with me by using the
generic opening line, *So, do you go to Georgia Tech?” 1
responded. yes., only o receive ashocked look with a very

questioning, “Really??” 1 don’tknow if he expected me to

tuke this as a compliment, but it only acted as proof of his
own ignoruance. (Welcome to the world of Georgia Tech.
ladies).

Male/fermnale relations on this campus leave quite
a bit to be desired. The ratio probably doesn’t help at all,
$0 yes, wlerance (to some extent) is in order. Be prepared
for “pick-up™ lines during class, while studying, even
waiting for the bus. Has this ever occurred 10 you guys as

muybe being one of the root causes behind the ever-famous
TBSH — better known as Tech Bitch Syndrome?

I completely understand that many times academics is
used as somewhat of an “excuse” 10 meet people — a
completely natural occurrence, especially with the difficult

social barriers set up here at Georgia Tech. This is why

females also need to be somewhat understanding when it
comes 1o men and the various approaches that they make,
Many men at Tech have been brought up with the traditional
image of females and are not quite a5 familiar with females
in the mathematical and scientific roles. Ican safely say
that this is not completely their fault, but both males and
females need to take a second look athow they view each
other.

After two years at Georgia Tech, 1 can proudly
say that L consider myself a feminist. Icould not have said
this as an entering freshman, because I'm sure, like many
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of you, the word "FEMINISM" (sounds kind of ominous,
doesn’t it?) carries with it that radical image of (as Alice
Walker, author of the Color Purpig, puts it), ...a ‘pawn’ in
the hands of Gloria Steinhem, an incipient bra burner!”
Titne for a reality check. The true definition of feminism,
as stated by Webster’s New World Dictionary , is as follows:
“the theory that women should have political, economic,
and social rights equal tothose of men,” Thate tobe the one
to shatter this concept, but a women does not need to lose
her femininity (what 2 subjective term) or her sexuality in
order to stand up for her rights. Many females on the
Georgia Tech campus are considered feminists. because
they are nol waiting for some man 1o come sweep her off
thetr feet — instead they are leamning all they can, ready to
embrace the world. Be proud 1o say you are a feminist. 1
am, Many of iny male friends even proclaim they are
feminists (pretty shocking concept. isn't it?7 — male
feminist?l Wow!). Tuke these situations where you are
discouraged. crushed, or disillusioned due to sexual
discrimination and strengthen yourself. The Georgia Tech
campus is still very bad aboutl procliiming equality but
sending another message through policies and/or actions.

For example, I'm not sure how many of you
attended the half-hour session with Dean Carol Moore to
discuss "women’s issues™ at FASET, bul topics such as
sexual discrimination and date rape were discussed, This
seminar wowed aconscientiovs effort 1o inform females of
these issues, but why aren’t male students required to
altend aseminaron date rape/discrimination as well? Are
these not social issues as well as gender issues? Shouldn't
the Administration be focusing not only on how to cope
withthe issues/problems, but also on how to prevent them?

This is just a subtle example of how the Georgia
Tech Administralion views women's issues. As entering
Freshman women, you will almost certainly experience
much more blaant sexual discrimination. Take for instance
the story of afriend of mine who lorgot to take hertexthook
o class one day. The professor, noticing her delinguence,
chose to bring this to the atiention of the rest of the class.
Unfortunately, he did not suggest she be more prepared in
the future, but instead stated (oh so eloguently), 1t takes
muore than a pretty face to get through this school.™ Again,
P have to ask myself if this same attitude would have been
tuken toward a male student? (Suffice to say that this
professor did have charges brought against him Later by a
dii'terent female student),

I don’t want to alann any of you as to the
occurrence of these incidents on a'regular basis, A lot of

you may not even have to deal with sexual discrimination
on a large scale, However, it does happen, so be prepared
for it.

Now I'm sure many of you are asking a question
as to why the students at Georgia Tech should oy to do
anything to correct this problem, if it seems to be so
prevalent? Why should students be motivated to instigate
change when the Administration is clearly sending signals
that it is up to the women to deal with and overcome these
problems? The only answer tothis question is that we want
these attitudes changed on campus and de not have to he
motivated by anyone but ourselves. Sexual discrimination
is wrong. No quesiion about it. However, as women and
men onGeorgia Tech campus, the most beneficial thing we
can do right now is take time to learn during our University
Experience and use this knowledge as a base for when we
enter the “real world.” By all means I am not saying that
I accept the idea of sexual discrimination as being morally
just, but I am a realistic woman in the 1990's and have
learned a great deal from my experience here over the past
two years. [ accept the fact that sexual discrimination
exists and always will — just like any other sociad evil,
Somemay say that this is adefeatist or pessimistic attitude,
but I must defend myself — realism and pessimism are two
totally different things! Pessimism breeds apathy whereas
realism breeds awareness and stivs hope. Atthe age of 20,
Fhave not been jaded and my dreams not yetcrushed by the
“real world” phenomena. 1 believe each of us still has the
power o make a difference somewhere (and each of us
should). That is why I have taken these not-so-pleasant
experienues and tried to benefit from them as moch as
possible, The best cach of us (male and female) can do at
this point is take a look around us and see whit we can
individually do to comrect what may be wrong with the
system as it currently exists. As Frestunan temales, be
prepared o experience sexual discrimination and sexism,
but all 1 ask is to please let it strengthen, not discourage.
you. Take these next four or five yeuars to prepare yoursell
for what is yet to come. And as Freshman men, remember
that the next time you meet a female on Georgia Tech
ciampus, she is there because she has the equal intelligence,
and never ever respond with a questioning, “Really?”

-R L Hobson
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by Michael Riasecki

[n January of this year, Dr. David McGill and the
CETL office (Center tor Education, Teaching and
Learning) began discussing how 1o raise Georgia Tech's
retention rate by tackling the problem at the freshuman
level. CETL came up with ASSET (Academic Suppornt
for Students Entering Tech). a program for treshmen
which involves Faculty Friends and Upperclassmen
Friends giving students guidance, help and suppon
during their first year at Tech.

Georgia Tech President Pat Crecine's office had
looked into how it could tmprove both the retention rate
and graduation rate. Figures tesearched by CETL
showed that 20% of Tech freshmen dropped out during

64% graduated after five years, President Crecine
would ltike to see a 21% increase in graduation by 1996,
s0 CETL began to explore how to tacilitate such an
improvement,

In April of this year. CETL sent S0} memos to
Teth faculty and administrators asking them to
volunteer 10 he a Faculty Friend or recommend
candidates for a new concept designed to assimilate
freshmen into Tech, After receiving an overwhelming
number of interested faculty members, CETL notified
all of the roughly 250 applicants chosen and set up a
training retreat for mid-May.

This ASSET training retreat involved a number of
issues that Faculty Friends will deal with during the
ASSET program’s more active period. Important issues
included an overview of the situation at Tech, and the
goals of the program. Faculty Friends were told of the
structure of the program, and of how to meet with their
freshmen. The retreat gave Faculty Friends guidance
pertaining to how to relate to trestunen, how o deal with
the diversity of the freshunen in their individual groups,
how to answer questions and handle concemns. and how
o help each student feel at home at Tech and find the
keys to survival and exceeding here, Interestingly
enough. the Freshman Class President Greg Foster was
among the speakers at the retreat,

Faculty Friends were chosen mostly through the
recomunendations CETL received and also because of a
need for i diverse group of leadership tor this program.

or at the end of their first year and through attrition only

ASSET Tr_eéts Freshmen Like Assets

New Program Aims At Improving Tech’s Retention Rate

Faculty Friends come from a wide variety of '
backgrounds and aren’t all just faculty; there are
admninistrators, professors, faculty, staff, and even
people from GTRI. The ASSET groups were arranged
in much the same way, with no attention to majors of
students but more emphasis on creating groups with
ethnic und gender variety. This also holds true when
matching the Faculty Friends and Upperclassmen
Friends. who will also participate in these groups.
Faculty Friends will first meet their freshmen at
FASET. whichever FASET the freshmen are
participating in. Then, these groups of 6-8 freshmen
will meet their Faculty and Upperclassmen Friends once
a week for the first six weeks of Fall Quarter to get a
feel for Georgia Tech, have questions answered., and to
also have a good time. Bach ASSET group is budgeted
for 5200 1o spend for whatever it wants to help make the

ASSET experience more of 4 social atmosphere than an -

intimidating one. One ASSET leader told me that they
may take their group to a movie afler a meeting once,
and then have the meeting at their home for a barbecue.

After the first six weeks of interaction. freshmen
are encouraged to keep in touch with their Faculty
Friends if they have any problems and Faculty Friends
will also keep in touch to help with any problems that
maty arise and tw let the freshmen know that they are still
available 1o help and encourage. After the end of the
first year, an evatuation will be made by CETL 10 judge
the effectiveness of ASSET, and of course retention rate
will be looked al. [ also hope that the freshmen will be
surveyed for their impressions of this new program,

As a freshman two years ago, there was nothing
like this available to me or my friends, and 1 wish there
wis, There were some problems 1experienced as a new
student that 1 had very little knowledge of how to fix,
and also so many things I wish I were told that could
have helped me to become more involved in campus life
at an earlier ime. [ am very much looking forward (o
ASSET helping freshmen deal with both amdemlc and
non-academic concems alike which will
allow freshmen to become a more active and welcome
part of Georgia Tech, Iam very interested in the results
of ASSET and how CETL views it after one year, and
plan to write a follow-up to this story conveying them. 1
wish CETL and ASSET the best of luck, and I am glad
that freshmen, the future of Tech, are being reated like
valuable assets.

v
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ALL'ABOUT HOME PARK

Ups & Downs in the ‘hood that’s “kinda like @ mountain...only it’s flat.’

by Thomas Peake

Home Park is that delightful little
neighborhood sandwiched between 1-75/85 and
Northside Dronthe east-west axis, and Atlantic Steel
and Georgia Tech on the north-south line. That
includes a host of businesses, apartments, homes,
stray animals, rubbish, churches, and clip joints
between 10th, 14th, and 16th streets. If you're a
dorm-dweller igoking for an out, but not wanting to
commute at all, you'll want to check into it. Unlike
Grant Park, the centerpiece of the community is a
modestone acre plotof grass adjacentto abasketball
court and a child care center. Nothing spectacular,
sure, but ook closely my friend...

| write of Home Park, my beloved
neighborhood, not as a seasoned resident, but as a
two year renter. Every house has a history, and
Home Park's histories are probably longer and more
intricate than most other Atlanta dwellings. Every
yearwe Tech students play musicat hormes, swapping
our humble abodes in a desperate attempt to trade in
last year's landlord (or slumtord, as the case may be)
for a better model. Ofcourse, landlords are doingthe
exact samething, seeking ‘responsible’tenants! Rent
is low, and lessors are usually lower. Home Park
landlords have little respect for Georgia State Law.
They see no problem with including in the lease the
right to enter the praoperty and remove everything if
rentis late. Forget those pesky eviction procedures,
take the lawinto yourown hands! Plumbing problem?
The old man who came to look at our toilet said we'd
have to leam to live with a leaky toilet - now that's
service! Living arrangements in Home Park may get
abit taxing at times, but there are plenty of wonderful
people, places, and things to make it into a charming
kmd of ‘urban suburbia'.

uPS

Home Park is a loopy conglomeration of
Tech {and State and ACA) students, steelworkers,
retired folk, Istamic fundamentalists, a smattering of
young homeowners and other miscelianecus types.
Right now, we live nextto an Algerian mechanic who
used to work on Mig 23's - that certainly qualifies him
to fix my Honda. We used to live next door to a very
triendly and easygoing skinhead couple, but they had
a child and headed for the outer limits of Atlanta.
Probably the nicest houseinthe neighborhoodbelongs
1o that elderly coupie at the intersection of Calhoun

and Tumlin: they're up early in the a.m. pruning and
cultivating a dense, colorfu! lot of vegetation. As |
mentioned earlier, these homes acquire histories. |
can trace the flow of residents of the house on the
south cemer of Ethel and Mecaslin back almost four
years. That can putone inthe rare situation of having
many memories in houses you never ‘lived' in. Give
me anotherten years, and I'd have the pros ard cons
of every address mapped out in my head.

I've been living on the Lower East Side of
Home Park park for a year without a front porch. This
is a painful lifestyle even for one who grew up Inside
The Perimeter. There's not much sense in enjoying
Parch Life at a house that sits on an automobile route,
or a remote untraveled street. What makes Porch
Life great is the sense of community and
neighborliness of pedestrian life. Gettingtoknow the
tolks {(and their dogs) as they walk by on a blustery,
sunny day while reading a good book in a comfortable
chair is my idea of a good time. It's also hard to
imagine in a Buford Highway apartment complex. In
September | move into a house with a spacious, well-
placed front porch. With my Haz-y-Guy recliner, a
Double Deuce, and the neighbors, how could i go
wrong?

Home Park has some bona fide hot spots at
the properly zoned intersections. First, and most
important, isthe Kool Korners Grocery, Mr.and Mrs.
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Ramirez run a little Cuban grocery at 14th and State
St. They make big, tasty, and cheap sandwiches.
Cuban (Bestin Atlanta accordingto Atlanta Magazine),
Roast Beef, Pastrami, ‘Kangarco’ (a test for the
uninitiated), etcetera ... custom built sandwiches to
titilate your taste buds. Mr. Ramirez is a former
chemist, apparently, and will gladly give you his
impressions of Fidel's Paradise.

Next in sheer (pun intendead} uniqueness is
the Swing Blades Clip Joint, a.k.a. Jerry's Barber
Shop. Jerry's cuts, though not always consistent
from head to head {or even hair to hair) are cheap.
Five bucks for the basic cut and insight into his
daughter’s emerging rebelliousness - the Clip Joint
seemstobe an extensionoftheir home. Enter at your
own risk, next door to Kool Karners on 14th.

[ will never understand the sentimental
attraction for the ' par le Bri Wa ‘. Or so one of the
signs reads, actually it's the Sparkle Bright Wash 24
hour laundromat. This isthe 24 hour laundry at State
and 10th. Beyond convenient hours of operation, the
Sparkle Bright doesn’t have much going for it, yet old
Home Parkers {those who have moved ‘up'ta Midtown,
Va. Highlands, etc.) return just do their wash here.
The biggest problem is that Sparkie Bright's washing
machines seem to add dirt, grime, and discolorations
toclothes, notremovethem. lf you dropyourgarments
on the floor, just say ‘ick’l The Manager Guy - you'd
recognize him if you saw him - is arcund at odd hours
and is reluctant to make change. Lasttime | asked
him far quarters, he responded enigmatically, “We
don't play that game around here!” Whoal What

kinds of games do you play? The Sparkle Bright has
served as a screening point for praspective renters
interested in neighboring apantments and houses. |
don't piay that game. Ifit's your only choice for wash,

- fine, but can someone explain ta me this ocbsession

with the dirty, racist Sparkle Bright?

Let's move on. Bebby & June's Kountry
Kitchen, with local color galore and charming, rustic
decor, serves up mean Southern home cookin'.
Bobby's skills as a restauranteur outstrip those as a
landlord. | recommend the farmer, hold off on the
latter. Each table in the Kountry Kitchen has its own
little jukebox, and some of ‘em work. Great greasy
breakfasts served late inthe day atreasonable prices
-thumbs up. Their sweet icedtea is just like my great
aunts made it. The Kitchen is at the komer of
Mecaslin and 14th,

Let's notforget Home Park itseif. Home Park
is a plot of grass, a day care center (such cute tykes!)
and a basketball court, all at Calhoun and Tumlin.
Don’tbebashful, come onout and shoot saome hoops.
There's nothing like watching a basketball mix of
rednecks fram Norcross, frat boys, PIB's (people in
black), foreigners, and elsewise - except playing init.
Good basketball with fewerbad vibesthan SAC. The
court is on Tumlin near 10th.

Exhibit A is a neat-o little art gallery near

- Jerry's Barber Shop on 14th. They host openings

featuring photography, silk screening, prints, sculpture,
and Jots more. | haven't been there as much as |
gughta, but it's quite an asset to Home Park. Drop by
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and get on their mailing list. _

Musically speaking, a new club, The Somber
Reptile, has just opened its doors at Northside and
Marietta. Admittedly stretching the bounds of Home
Park, it's stillwithin walking distance. These folks are
interested in exposing all kinds of media (print. video,
art) but will primarily focus on a diverse slate of
musical guests. From underage hardcore to
experimental instrumentals to Latin music it should
be ainteresting venue. Until alcohol license time, it's
BYOB. Look for the WREK benefit there in late
November tentatively featuring Mary My Hope, King
Kill’33, Flap, and Bad Egg Salad (plus films, poetry,
and more).

DOWNS

Hey you entrepreneurs! Home Park ismissing
two ingredients . A Small Cozy Bar That One Can
Walk To And Stagger Back From would be a nice
outiet, as would a coifeehouse / bakery. The way
small businesses fare these days, however, don'i
hold your breath.

Home Park is a relatively safe residence (at
least the 30318 zip code is prestigious). However,
the occasional incident should be enough to keep
folks ontheircollectivetoes and aware ofthe inherent

dangers of intown life. Break-ins are a dime adozen.
Burglarbars, big dogs, and lots of roommates are the
best deterrents.

Home Park has one superlative claim to
farne in common with our neighbors in Knight Park.
Rumer has it that 30318 is the most palluted zip code
in the Southeast. Did | say claim to fame? | meant
claim to infamy.

" It's also hard to be proud of a neighborhood
that has an unofficial recycling program - men with
shopping carts sorting through garbage cans for
aluminum. More of an education than an eyesore,
one learns more than the evening news provides
about our community. When you see entire families
scavenging, you know something's wrong in America.
Racist or otherwise intolerant and irresponsible
landlords also burst the romantic bubble of a homey
Home Park.

Nay, Home Park is not the best of possible
worlds, but considering its current location and its
gentrified future it's acomparatively liveable place for
the moment. Belief that it's a great neighberhood
may be some survival mechanism for me; | may have
brainwashed myself into glorifying the place for my
own mental health. Regardless, | will miss the 'hood
when | am gone. See you on the front porch.

The Way Things
Should've Been

when I arrived at this fuckin' institute. nave vouEver

LOOKED AROUND THIS CAMPUS AND REALLY

TRIED TO SEE HOW IT OPERATES ? At firsi
glunce il seems nurmal. However, if you
talk tu peuple whou have ben here a while
yOu slari realizing thal il is a big operation.
It has an eaormous amouni of relaiions to
the business world and to the United Siates
government. These ties are producl -both

student and technology-, and monetary. If-

you logk al how the campus itsell vperales,
however, there are problems that arise in
part due to iis monetary lies and in part
due to its monetary ties and in part due lo
the stiruciure of Lthe classes und
administration. [ would like Lo point out
some of these problems and offer sume
solutions.
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irst [ would like 10 é_a‘V thal the special arganization. Has Lhis campus

problems with this school are not

inherent 1o iLs technological
interests. The types of problems Lhat are
apparent to me now dare ones that are
becoming increasingly
national level. They are cenlered around
two major areas: first there is a lack of

- time
apparenl o a -

polarized so much that it cannot look itselfl
in the face? Has our society come to such a
[ailure? Are we so miserable? I think it is
to grow paslt this pretence of
integration and become unified. This is not
a black thing or a liberal thing or a nerd or
a [rat or a feminisi thing, this is a real solid

community among problem with our

students, facubty and campus and this

administration. country. Bias must be
[ is my opinion thal ...Techis IlO[jUSt a place overcome, or

this campus would democracy has 1iruly

benefit from nothing toearn adegTﬂe. Itcannot been forgolten.

more than the This summer | have

allevialion of these twu
fundamential problems.
They permeate tech life
in almost every aspect
and allow for for Lthinygs
such as alienation,
racism and sexjsm (o
continue o exist. Furthermore, 10 allow
Lhese problems to continue to exist is a
failure of students, faculty, and
administraticn alike.

The problems are not difficult to identify
once you have becume attuned to them. The
lack of community around campus is seen
in any activity on campus. Watch people
walking arcund many at the greund, others
look up but never speak, slill others
overcome muteness bul conly in Lhe
presence of previcus acquaintance.
Remember the l4si time you were walking
alone at about dusk [rom the Stud Center 10
Skiles and there was only one uther person
in sight, waulking in the other directivn,
and you did not even look them in the face
and simply say, "Hello" ?

This is one simple way Lo starl drawing
community arvund campus., By making
friends al random we could all learn a litlle
bil aboul this campus and the world around
us. But what limits this [rom happening
already? Why is il that 'liberals' and 'nerds’
and ‘fraternity men’ and ‘sorority women'
and ‘conservatives' and blacks and whites
4and men and women cannol speak to each
ulher in person in public or outside ¢f sume

be. If it is, it has failed.

This is why I write.

been looking into Lhe
probiems and irying Lo
¥kel a feel for them. |
have spent seven
guarlers on this campus
and il things go
according to plan 1 will
spend oniy three or four more. Some of you
have told me thal you are 'just here to get a
degree and then you leave' or thal ‘this is
just the way Tech is.' [ have areply Lo Lhalt.
You Are Wrong)

First, if you are here just to learn
from books, you are either stupid or blind.
A higher educalion is why anvone allends
college, and spending four and possibly
more vyears al college, away from home,
some for Lhe firsl time, is full of learning
about the world, That is why a degree
means so much. The college experience is
life experience. It is lime 10 start organizing
youtr lile and learning how Lo deal with
peovple. 11 is now thal you are free finally

of your parents Llyranny and can silarl Lo

lead your pwn life: go on that reoad trip 1o
New Orleans for Mardi-Gras, get shit faced,
try a drug ot iwo: LIVE!

Secondly, this is not just the way
Tech is. Tech is a melting pol and a place of
exireme inlelligence. Tech studenls are
not stupid and they can see the importance
of knowledge., That is the way Tech is
however, it seems ¢ me thal the students
here lack the ability to distinguish Wwhat
knowledge is valuable. They seem to think

|
\
|
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that given all the right !:_J.'l.'tttons to push
they can make il through life al a control
panel. This is not true; life has many
decisions bul very few correct answers.
Nolhing is dead right or dead wrong. No on
ofl switch, no one or zero sociely will work.
Every one wants Lo be number one. Tech is
nol just a place Lo earn a degree. [t cannot
be. Il il is, it has [ailed.

This is why [ write, [ see a prublem,
vne thal is pervasive and massive. [ have,
as [ said, iried Lo get a grasp on it and now
[ will starl by saying thal the campus must
move, The lack of community and
communication on this campus is
frustraling and brings about alienation
and all iis effects. It is roucted in the
fragmentation of this school

Every person is jockeying for
positivn. and no one is allowed time to think,
The classes are su demanding that students
are posed in opposition to each other and
faculty. It is not good Lo learn thal the only
way 1o do Lhe besl [or others is to do worse.
From a corporate standpoinl you must learn
to work with a leam and help each other out.
or the whole company will fail. You cannol
steal or cheat or setlout or be cheap. That
does not help anyone, The 80's should
prove thal.

[t is time 10 gain responsibility. The
firsit thing this school must do is start to
learn to take responsibility for its
education. That means realizing that what
il leaches has an effecl, and the way in
which it is taught has an effect both on the
future of the school and the future of the
graduates. This school musl encourage its
faculty o wourk tuwards the common goal of
higher education, not a self serving goal of
who gets the best research or who gets the
leasl classes, The Administration must also
see thal by nol announcing its agenda Lo
the rest of the campus before it makes
decisions every move will be lpoked at
suspicivusly and taken resenifully.

The faculty needs Lo understand that
their job here is to teach, not to leriure,
weed oul, pacify, or do research. [ know
Lhat wilhoul research, teachers lose Lheir

edge both financially and professionally.
But, studenis are paying Lo be taught, not
be made Lo jump through hoops, weeded out
ol givern eicuses from learning new things.
Yet these exact things happen: passing
tests [rom Hell is not learning material;
being defeated by curriculum will not .
contribute 1o bettering this or any school,
By using the same lesis or by being led to
believe that a course is not important will
never encourage anyone to grasp for even
the concept of a higher and meaningful
education. And, above all, studenis should
never feel-thai they are second in line to
research.

The siudents musi mature beyond
this high schoo! mentality that pervades
ihis campus. Siudents here are failing to
see Lhe point of going off to school. This is
the time in your life (and mine) 1o logk at
the world around vou and Lry to understand
its problems. It does not stop there! Then it
is time to begin looking for sofutions. 11
does not stap there! [t is then time to put a
valid solution Lo work. Right, il cannot slop
herelll Thenitistime to drive or sieer your
pfan down a well planned route. Then you
can breath: Reliremeni. Here and now is
the time to make svmething happen for
vourself. Educalion is the springboard but
you must make use of il

do realize 1hat there have been
I improvements on campus. | would

like te take this opporiunity: Lo
commend several programs. The Freshman
Experience, ASSET, The Campus NOW
affiliate, The Wellness Center, and the North
Avenue Review, [ am quite sure thal there
are other groups, but [ do not know whao
you are. There has been a meeting planned
by the Studeni Government that is designed
to begin alleviating this problem.
Governmenl that is designed 1o begin
alleviating Lhis problem. It is designed to
draw together different crganizations with
common goals. This is something that 1
honestly believe could help, if the groups
will attend and come wilh an open mind.
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Editors’ Note: We decided to reprint
this ourselves because we liked it so
much.

Student Life at Georgia Tech:
Problems and Solutions

David Ray, Assuciate Professor
School of Internativnal Affairs and
School of History, Technolugy, and Society

Students at Georgia Tech are treated badly, This
is common knowledge among smdents, and among any
faculty, staff, and alumni who care to listen to students. In

14 years at Tech, my impression is that the way studentsare -

treated has not improved., but has actually worsened. The
current magnitude of the problem can be seen in the 60)
percent retention raw and in the Technique' s lead editorial
by this year's editor-in-chief, urging gruduating seniors
not to give money to Tech, ("Mayhe after we graduate we
should treat Georgia Tech the way it reated us. Like dirt.™
Taken {rom “Don’t Give More Money to Tech,” The
Technigue, February &, 1991, p. 6).

{n this brief statement, | would [ike to identity ten

major problems in the way Georgia Tech treats its students,
After that, [ will simply list a number of concrete ways in
which the new Vice-Presidenl for Student Services
(hereafter VPSS)could acttosolve many of these problems.,
Betore any of that discussion, ket me state several things
about the conlext within which any new VPSS will be
privileged to work.  First, Tech has extraordinary
students, Ingeneral. they are very bright, incredibly hard-
working, and highly motivated. This is a nearly ideal
situation from a teacher's point of view (1 came to Tech
from Boston College primarily hecause of the high quadity
of Tech’s student body). 1 sirongly believe that Tech's
current students are its greatest asset. Their high yuadity
cani be akey factor in designing policies to anprove student
life., (Here™s ane additional measure of how badly Tech
shudents are treated: when 1 once told aclass that it wis
privilege 10 teach Georgia Tech swdents, one of then
responded suspiciously, “are you being sircastic'’™)
Another key poini is that the Tech student body
is extremely diverse, much more so than most Tech
students realize, I donot simply mean diverse incthnicity,
religion, or regional and national origin,  Even amung

those students who most appear © fit some “Tech
stereotype”™ (such as the conservative white inale

engincering student). there is in reality 2 huge diversity of

interests and tastes, 1eonstantly run across Tech students
with serious interests in the widest range of subjects, often
well heyond their academic major— forexample, interests

- in music, fiterature. art, film, nature, politics, religion or

philosophy. This diversity must be kept in mind when
thinking of ways to imprave the quaity of studem life.
Such diversity is largely unrecognized, but, il acknow kedged
and encouraged, it can be used w good advantage.

Ten Major Problems

What does it mean w say “students at Georgin
Tech are treated badly™? Tthink iU’s important and vseful
W ry to answer that guestion with elarity and precision. In
atempting to do so. | have identified the ten following
problems. Of course this list simply represents my own
pointol' view. Not everyone would come up with the sune
list, iind perhaps not everyone will agree that all wen items
truly are currcnt problems it Tech. 1 want to stress that the
ten problems are not listed inorder of importance, butin the
approximate order of the relative ease or ditfivully with
which they could. inmy judgment. be solved. Thisclosely
relates to the simplicity or complexity of the problesm, and
the extent to which it is a local. Tech phenomenon or
derives from the larger society ol which we are a part,

Those problems which seem most solvable (at least

potentidly) are listed first; those which seem most
intractable are listed [ast.

(1} (In sume occasions, Tech students are not
even treated with courtesy by some of the fuculty and
statf, Iriy difficult 1o know how often this happens. but thad
ithappens atall is inexcusable. From student conversinion
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and letters to The Tecknigue, this appears to happen most
frequently with staff who dead with students periodically,
processing fee payments or financial aid, for example.
Unfortunately, some faculty members at times also treat
students discourteously. Last year a student wrote to The
Technigue on behalf of another student who was treated
disrespectfully by a professor in front of a large lecture
class. (A foreign student was ridiculed for his failure to
understand instructions in English; see “Student Treated
Disrespectfully by Tech Faculty Member,” The Technigue,
April 20, 1990, p. 12.) After describing the incident and
naming the professor and the class, the student signed his
own name for publication. Since this took some courage
(the letter-writer was still enrolled in the course), 1 suspect
that such a letier may he the tip of an iceberg (that is, such
a letter may be a much rarer event than the incident it
describes). A year later, it saddens me to say that the
student who wrote this letter is in the process of transferring
to Georgetown. )

(2) It is frequently the case that Georgia Tech
does not even deal with itsstudents competently. Student
conversation, as well as letters and editorials in The
Technique, abound with literally dozens of examples of
frustrations and difficuities caused by unnecessary screw-
ups. To cite just one representative example, it was
announced in Spring Quarter, 1990, that deferring a portion
of student fees tor later payment from financial aid would
no jonger be permitted in summer quarter (as it had been in
the past). The announcement of thisnew policy was posted
on campus, but none of the co-op students working off
campus were notitied,  All co-ops who unwittingly
atternpted to defer a portion of their fees, as they had done
in the past, had their registration schedules cancelled. An
angry Technigue sports editor wrote that his repeated long-
distance phone calls led o assurances that his schedule
would be reinstated, but when he reached Atlanta this had
not been done: ™I had to go to department heads for an
overload of every single class Fhad scheduled. . . . waiting
two hours for an English overload.” (See “Financial Aid
Foul-ups Frazzle and Frustrate,” The Technique, July 20,
1990, p. 4). in a school with a vigorous co-op program —
almost 2,300 students— it seems like minimal competence
that co-ops working off-campus be notified whenever
there isany policy change that will affect them significantly
in the next quarter, Either changes should be announced
several quarters in advance or departments making such
changes should be required to work with the Co-op office
1o see that co-ops working off-campus are given timely
notice. After such highly visible student dissatisfaction,
one wonders if such apolicy iscurrently in place. There are
many, many other areas in which students are not treated
with the competence they deserve.

(3) Except in very limited ways, Tech does not

provide its students with a “sense of community” to

which alt students genuinely belong; nor doesit provide
any sense whatever that the Institute cares about them
as individuals. Tosome cxtent, this may be inherentin the
nature of the institution: inafrequently under-funded state
school with an enrollment over 11,000, the tendency to

. process large numbers of students bureaucratically is

natural, and perhaps unavoidable. On the other hand,
relatively small changes in the attitude and behavior of
those administrators and faculty who deal most directly
with students could produce large results. For example,
when a junior told me that [ had been the first protessor in
his three years at Tech who had asked his name, he added
this significant comment: “So | decided the place wasn’t
50 bad after all.,” Similarly. while it may be unavoidable
thata*‘sense of community” is difficolt to achieve (Techis
a highly fragmented campus, with many dozens of units
and programs that have widely varying missions. styles,
and priorities), efforts should nonetheless be made to

- reduce existing divisions within the student body, and to

increase communication to and among all its components;
graduates and undergraduates, Greeks and non-Greeks,
residents and commuters, men and women, whitey and
blacks, US nationals and foreign students.

{4) Many Tech students feel isolated and have
adifficulttime finding others who share their interests.
Techcan be acold and impersonal place for some students:
for such a crowded and busy campus, there is a lot of
loneliness here, Perhaps because Tech is a highly
competiive and grade-oriented environment, many students
havedifficulty in getting acquainted with large numbers of
new people, and inestablishing close friendships, especially
those built on common interests. On countless occasions,
a Tech student has told me thit he or she has some strong
extra-curricular interest (in literature or classical music,
for example) and that, since no other Tech students share
this interest, he or she feels completely out of place. One

" by one, I have heard literally dozens of students with the

very Same interest make such a statement, In 14 years at
Tech, this is the single observation that most haunis me,
For some reason, Tech dogsn’t seem o provide sutficient

. mechanisms to enable these students to find each other,

(5) Georgia Tech does not provide its students
with the stimulating cultural and intellectual
environmentthat should be the hallmark of a university
education. Beyond its already swong curmmiculum, Tech
should provide students with a wide range of opportunities
for cultural enrichment and intellectual growth. Atpresent,
this is not the case. Many students describe the campus
eavironment as very narrow, even anti-intellectual. Perhaps
this is understandable ; Tech’s educational emphasis is
preparing students for professional careers and vocational
success. But such an emphasis needn’t preclude optional
activities — speakers, seminars, concerts— through which
students can learn more about music, poelitics, the arts, or
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the latest scientific research. Whilereality dictates that the
wypically busy Tech smudent will he able to tuke advantage
of only a few such opportunities, the Instisute should
ensure that he or she has o wide range of choices, and is
encouraged to explore and grow. Inrecent months. Tech
has moved in the right direstion with panel discussions on
inlemational events. language and computer technology,
etc. A step in precisely the wrong direction was the recent
suspension of the film series hecause it was not generating
sulticient revenue. A university with students as bright
and diverse as Tech’s should, in my judgment, otter
several film seriex, and if’ they don’t generate enough
revenue at the door 1 be completely self-sustaining, then
the modest additional amounts required should be provided
by the Institute.

(6) 1t is the perception of many Tech students
that the campus is not a safe place. In the threc months
trom mid-February through mid-May of this year, The
Technique's “Campus Crine Report” listed 31 home or
campus burglaries, 56 “personal burgliries,”™ 52 vehicle
hreak-ings, 17 stolen vehicles, and 13 reported attacks on
individoals, Recent Technigue columns have described
personal experience with muggings und attempted rape.
Huwever these figures may compare 1o the averages al
other urban campuses, [ helieve they are unacceptable.
There should be amuch more visible police presence on the

campus, especially al night and around buildings that are '

openlate. Perhaps this increused visibility could beachieved
inpart by revising priorities or irying innovative approaches
soch as the recent use of radio-equipped student foot
patrols, but it may also require substantial additional
resources, and these should be allocied at once and
without hesitation. The physical safety of students on the
campus should he Tech's single highest priority.

(7) Most Tech students do not find ways to
develop constructive ties to the Atlanta community of
which Tech is a part.  They neither henefit from the
advantages oftered by amayjor metropolitan area nor learn
how ditficult and complicated are its social problems. In

large part. this is due o the heavy time demands on most

Tech students. To the extent this is the case., the problem
will persist, But part of the problem is simply a fack of
information about what's available in Alanta, in terms of
the Symphony, the High Museam of Art, all kinds of live
music, excellent hookstores, and an especially vigorous
theater commaunity. There is also a lack of information
abhoutways in which Tech students inay interact in volunteer
and service capacities with the metropolitan Atlanti area.
For example, one of the very best prograuns at Tech (inmy
judgment) is the Techwood Tutorial Project, administered
by the Student Center Programs Area. Tech student
volunteers are paired one-on-one with children lrom two
of the elementary schools in nearby downtown
neighborhoods, with atime commitment of approximately

two hours per week, [huave recently witnéssed discussions
where seniors involved in Techwood Tutorial say it has
been one of the best and most educational things they have
done at Tech, and (this is the key point) other seniors in the
discussion say with great regret they wish they had known'
aboul the program. : ' '

(¥) Relations between male and female students
at Tech are often awkward and strained; sexism is
widespread on the campus, although much of it is
unconscious. To some extent. these problems are an
obvious result of the unbalanced made/female ratio wnong
the student body. Thus increasing female enrollment from
24 to 35 percent (the goal for 1996 set by the Enrollment
Task Force) is a major step in the right direction, My own
view is that Tech should attempt 1o move even further
toward 50 percent female enrollment, recognizing this will
fake time. To achieve such goals, both admissions and
retention efforts need to address explicitly the concems
and perspectives of women students. At present, problems
involving maleffemale issues need to be addressed more
direclly. Dean Carole Moore’s lectures (o incoming
frestunen about the issue of date rape, and the formation
last year of the rape wask force and irape recovery groupon
campus, are also major steps in the right direction; such
efforts need to he suppurted and expanded. It is also my
observation that Tech students — both male and female —
needan increased awareness of the possibility and definition
of sexual harassment, and some awareness of how to deal
withit. In their co-op jobs and future carcers, many Tech
students will be in situations where womenare now entering
fields that have been traditionally male, and this can be
ditficult,

(¥ There is considerable racism at Tech {(often
Jjust below the surface) and relations between the races
are distant and worsening. The evidence on this point is
often informal but nonetheless very strong. At a meeting
this spring honoring the 30th anniversary of Tech's
integration. Black students described current conditions to
some of Tech’s earliest Black alunni, Some of these
alumni expressed the view that race relations st Tech
seemed actundly (o have worsened over the years, not
improved. One alumnus wept, Faculty and Library staff
who have observed long-term trends in racist graffit have
expressed sumilar conclusions. 1 want to siress that I am
nost concermed here nor with overtacts of racism (such as
hate phone calls or racist epithets painted on 3 Black
student’s donn-room door). Tech has responded tw such
incidents forcetully and effectively, and its policies have
focused correctly on actions, leaving speech unrestricied,
Of even greater concern (in my judgment) is the highly
visible. very larpe and growing distance between black and
white sjudents generaily. After talking with a great many
students and faculty, T believe that there is alinost no
serious discussion berween black and white students on
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issues related 10 race and cubtural diversity anywhere on
thiscampus. Wecannot reduce racism without interactions
of this type.

1{) The pervasiveness of cheating (and the
reality that it is de facto ignored by the Institute)
indicates the absence of an environment in which there
is serious discussion of moral values and ethical issues,
Iwould like to stress that everything Lknow ahout cheiting
at Tech | have been told by students — by many dozens of
students and with a dismaying unanimity. 1 also want 10
stress that Ido not view pervasive cheating at Tech primarily
s s fault of students, or as i problem that can be genuinely
solved with a punitive response. Indeed. itis mainly Tech
students who repeatedly have tried to cidl attention to the
mignitude and gravity of the problem,  There hive been
three major Technigue editlorials on the subject in the past
three yeurs. | have personally heard many dozens of
students comment upon widespread cheating:  this has
usually been in complaini, This spring was the first litme
I.talked with a student who openly defended cheating.
After along and frustraning discussion, this student— ina
courteous, amazed. and serioas wone— asked this question:
*Do you really think a person needs moral values? That
cheating is pervasive on this ciunpusis nol caused by some
defect in our students;  indeed, placing them in an
environment where pervisive cheating is admost entirely
ignored by the administration and taculty is one of the
migjor witysin which Tech reas its students badly, (Several
students say cheating is actually abetted by some of the
faculty, who repeatedly use old tests and overload students
with problem seisrequiring i incredibly unrealistic amount
of time. This ts aserious aspect of the matter, but it ismore
an academic than o student services issue.) This spring,
Tech's student newspaper tlatly stated that “cheating is
sovially acceptable onour canpus™ (see “Cheaters Never
Win, Or Do They?" The Technigue. May 17,1991, p. 7).
That such astatement received ne public response from the
administration or faculty sends a very clear message 1o
our students. This is simply a Bict; o deny it is sell-
deception. Atpresent, Techis highly vulnerablewothe kind
of cheating scandal involving dozens of MIT studenis
reported last month in The New York Times.

Possible Solutions

Thix is a formidable list of problems, hut e
reality is that all of them need to be iddressed and many of
thern could be solved. Thelieve itis entirely possible. with
enough effortand commitmeni. o transtorm Georgia Tech
into a school where students are treated with courtesy and
competence as a matler of course: where their ideas.
suggestions, and concerns are solicited and given serious
consideration: ind where euch student feels that the Institue
cares about him or her asanindividual. T{innmly helieve that

wl this is genuinely achievable, although 1 realize most
Tech students would openly scoff at such a prospect (and
perhaps laugh inone's face for suggesting it).

It must he recognized that changing Tech into a
school where students are  treated with  couriesy,
competence, and individual consideration would require i
huge trunslonmation in the way business-as-gsual s
conducted at Tech. 1tmustalsobe recognized thatachicving
such a transformation is a labor-intensive task, requiring
motivation and perseverance. Tech should not announce
such atransfonmation unless there isa genuine commitment
to achieving it, backed up with concrete and effective
action. Simply announcing it as public relations thetoric,
while actually changing very litile, would be the worst
possible step. Tech students are already extremely cynical,
ind they are keenly perceptive about the way they are
treated.  We must not add to their cynicism,

Toachieve such a transformation, the new VPSS
and his or her oflice must play a central role, although the
attitudes and behavior of many others inust also change. At
the most fundamental level, the VPSS should serve as an
advocate for students, and must pertorm this role
imaginatively, agygressively, and tirelessly. [ believe the
VPSS should Eocus his or her efforis in the following hrosd
areas.

- Accessibility and Qutreach. Atleastonce
during exch academic year, the VPSS should offer 1o et
hrietly with every possible segment of the student body:
each floor of every residence hall. cach fraemnity and
sorority, each studemt organization, including every
organization of international students.  These meetings
should be arranged to maximize potential attendance; tor
example, regularly scheduoled foor meetings or house
meelings..in the late afternoon or evening, as appropriate.
Swch meetings should be used for these five purposes:

{a) to re-aftirm and clarify Tech's commitment to
improving student life;

{b) 10 solicit student comments. suggestions, and
compliinis on all aspects of life at Tech:

(¢} to publicize and encourage participation in.
student organizutions zmd special exiri-curricular evenis;

(d) w publicize the resources and facilities that
Tech makes available w students (such as the Counseling
and Cureer Planning Center) and w0 encourage their use;

(¢)1opublicize ind encourage participation inthe
new progrnns and events that are suggested below.,

Thenew VPSS should also maintain and publivize
“Open Door™ office hours — perhaps two hours per day.
several days per week— when any student can feel free to
stop in withuul an appoinunent and discuss brietly any
specific problem or question.

Improving Communications and

Reducing Fragmentation. Ar the beginning of
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every quarter, the VPSS should send-a letter to the post
office box of every student enrolled & Tech. This letter
should simply reiterate Tech’s commitment to improving
student life, call attention to new policies or programs,
once again solicit input, and emphasize special events of

the quarter. I think of this not as yet another newsletter but

simply as one or two pages in the format of a personal letter,
A comprehensive quarterly schedule of meetings, plays,
concerts, films and lectures {both on campus and in Atlanta)
could be attached. A copy with appropriate cover letter
should he sent to every co-op student away at work, and
perhaps to every member of the faculty and administrative
staff. An E-mail version of this letter could be posted on
the on-line Student Access System (SAS), inviting student
questionsand suggestions, and the comprehensive schedule
of events could be updated daily.

Al the beginning of each academic year, the
oftice of the VPSS should prepare and distribute to every
student enrolled at Tech a booklet that provides a
comprehensive listing of all extra-curricular organizations
on the campus. This booklet could have perhaps a page or
half-page prepared by each group to describe its activities
andinviteatiendance and participation. This shouldinclude
organizations like ORGT, DramaTech, GTAAA, WREK,
Radio Techwood, the Environmental Forum, College
Republicans, all student publications, and the various
Student Center programs. Special effort should be made to
get as complete coverage of all such organizations as
pussible, especially including information from each of
the religious organizations on campus. If we want more
awareness and discussion of moral issues and values, these
last groups should be considered a major resource.

I firnmly believe that student participation in all
extra-curricularorganizations can be increased substantially
by repeated efforts at outreach, providing information
(many Tech students are not aware of all the available
groups and programs) and encouraging participation, Not
all Tech students are self-starters, and not all have high
levels of social seif-confidence. Those who are abit shy or
hesitant may have a great deal to contribute, if we can find
witys to bring them in.

Responding to Student Complaints, If
Techstudents at present are treated badly, it would be naive
to expect this to change overnight, or to believe such a
change could be brought about exclusively by the student
services office. A way must be found to change the way
hundreds of people conduct business-as-usualat Tech. (To
state the obvious, some faculty and staff fail to treat
students with courtesy or competence because they feel
there is no requirement or necessity that they do so.)

One way to change this situation would be the
creation of the position of Swdents” Ombudsman  (a
Swedish word and concept, now commonly used in Europe,

New Zealand, many local governments in the US, and
perhaps 100 American colleges or universities, such as
Michigan State). The Students’ Ombudsman would be a
full-time staff member who receives student compliaints,
has the authority to investigate them, and then makes a
written reporn suggesting an equitable settlement: Tt is
difficult 1o imagine how treatment of students will change
decisively without some such mechanism. On the other
hand. there should be no illusions about the fact that such

- amechanism will initially create considerable difficulty

and a great deal of work. To put it very simply, there will
be iors of complaints, at least initially. It will be necessary
to work out a number of issues regarding the Studem:,
Ombudsman, including the following:

{a) Some definition must be developed that
specifies what types of complaints are valid for
consideration by the Ombudsman, and what types are not.
For example, this would not be the appropriate venue for
complaints about grades under most circumstances, One
possibility is simply to announce, at the Presidential level,
that itis Tech’s policy w treat all students at all times with
courtesy and competence, and that failures 1o do so should
be reported to the Smudents’ Ombudsman.

(h) The investigative authority of the Students’
Ombudsman must be clearly specitied, and this should be
done in consultation with the faculty and in accordance
with the Statutes and otherestablished procedures, However
Ombudsman investigations are structured and conducted,
due process is obviously important.

(c) Thestatus of the Ombudsman’s reports needs
to be specified. Should they be solely advisory. and. if so,

- to whom? My own view is that, while the Stdents'

Ombudsman should be in the oftice of the VPSS, the
Ombudsman should report directly (o the President, and
should be someone known to enjoy the President's
confidence, While Techis ahighly fragmented institution,
it ts also very hierarchical. The student services oftice is
not perceived as near the top of the hierarchy and may not
betaken very seriously by some administrativeoracademic
units; the President’s office will not have that trouble, 1
realize that creating a position like Students’ Ombudsman

may be seenas opening the proverhial “‘canof worms,” and -

some less adversarial method might be desirable, butl see
few other ways w improve the treatment of students
quickly and decisively.

Supporting and Expanding Several
Current Programs. Indescribing student problems at

Tech. one must avoid sounding too negative. Not simply
because positive reinforcement is much more effective
thancriticism, but beeiause many caring and talented people
are currently doing many good things with regard to
student services. T think it is especially important to
recognize and express appreciaton to them, and to build

|
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vpon their current efforts, The installation of well-marked
emergency police phones should be applauded. The on-
line student comments about the OSCAR registration
process, and the responses of the Registrar’s statf (printed
ineachquarter’shard-copy OSCAR) areexcellent examples
of sensitivity and responsiveness to student needs and
problems. The need to increase budyetary support for a
more visible police presence has already been mentioned.
[ also think it {s necessary to increase the the resources
available for counseling and clinical services; the potental
demand for these services is very high. Recent brochures
aimed at students (encouraging them to seek counseling in
a variety of situations) and at faculty {advising them on
when and how 1o make referrals 10 the Counseling Center
if they encounter highly stressed or deeply troubled students)
are important steps in precisely the right direction. The
VPSS should also give much more support and visihility o
the Techwood Tutorial project, andexplore with the Parent-
Teacher organizations of the participaling schools and the
tenant organizations of Techwood Homes 10 determine if
there are other ways in which Tech volunteers may he
useful to the community. Publicizing and providing other
support for groups and programs like the Tech chapter of
Habitat tor Humanity and the International Festival are
also desirable. And when student groips seek & improve
the guality of student life at Tech (the current Campus
Services Commities of the SGA distributes self-addressed
commenycomplaint  cards), those efforts should be
recognized and supported.

Expanding Intellectual and Cross-
Cultural Programs. The stdent services office
should take the Jead in providing and publicizing a wide-
range of intellectual and cultur opportunities oncampus.,
This can take a wide viricty ol forms, but the most
important thing is to try many different approaches and
projects, experimenting and learning from iniial successes
and failures. To semeextent, the SGA might be persuaded
tocontribute Student Activity Fee money to such programs,
but the effort should not be contingent on that decision,

which is properly a matter for the student govemment. |

Tech students deserve the intellectual and cultursl
environment of a fine university; they should not be
expected to create one by thermselves. To suggest just one
possibility, I personally know of several small groups of
students who established on-going reading and discussion
groups that met weekly for lively discussions on one or
more topics of interest; some of these groups functioned
for morethan ayear. These groups lourished because they
filled a real need, and they were alinost entirely student-
driven. Theyreceived quite minimal faculty encouragement
and support (hasically the assurance that suchaproject was
actally achievable and helping make available a meeting
space}, but this minimum of support seems to be crucial in

the Georgia Tech environment. The oflice of the VPSS
should provide support of this type in a systematic and
widely publicized way.

Supporting and Sustaining Campus-
Wide Discussions uf Race Relations, Male/
Female Issues, and the Prevalence of Cheating.

In our list of ten problems, the last three are huge,
complicated. and very difficult. They are certainly not just
local or Tech problems, but are reflections of larger troubles
in our society and nation. To state the obvious, there will
be no quick or easy solution to probleins of sexism, racism,
and widespread cheating at Tech. On the other hund, 1
believe it is part of Tech's obligation to its students that
these problems be acknowledged and addressed. T also
tirmly believe thai there is a way in which these problems
genuinely can be reduced in magnitude: by consistently
facilitating increased awareness of each probler, and
finding ways for students 1o have face-to-face discussions
— in small groups, with other students and with members

~ of the taculty — on the complea aspects of each problem.,

There are many ditferent ways this could be sttempted. For
example, some revived form of 1988 s Freshman-Facuilty
Reaing Program, focused on a certain sot of issues. As
another example. a wide range of one-hour, pass/fail
courses — limited (o the size of a small discussion group
—- could he oftered on aspects of these issues. T taught
three of these courses on a surictly experimenial basis
during Spring Quarier. One of them focused on a study of
Mississippi Freedom Summer (1964), using it as a
springhoard for discussing contemporary racial issues.

COne of the students in this class invited several ol her

friends who were siudying it Tech after completing several
years at Morehouse College 1o join the class, When they
did so (about hallway through the quarter). Lthe class began
10 have intense, deeply serious discussions — even
arguments — hetween bhlack and white students of good
will. On several occasions, when the period ended and 1
had o leave foranother class, most of the students remained
in the seminar room and continged the discussion for
another 40 or 45 minutes. In evaluating the class, many
students lele that they had lemmned a great Jeal abowt the
perspectives and values of another race, wnd that their
stereotyped views had heen challenged. at least in part.
This experience could be multiplied a hundredtold across
the campus, not simply involving students in serious
discussions of race, sex foles, and honesty, but also bringing
together disparate clements of the Tech student body inan
effort w forge the beginning of & read community. The
structure and mechanics of how to do this may not he
obvious or easy, but the attempt should he made, and the
student services office should lead the wiyy. This is what
Tech students need and deserve,
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Again

I'm spinning...
around in circles

Onan er;}plg If;-;e:o e trapping myself, inside
our physical ferns 1'm spiraling down...
collide, _I'm falling... -
crashing to the ground

silence, thud, silence-—-
like a heart's last beat,
trapped

The sailing ships -
on a sea of love
wave hands as they're

passing by. ! in love...

the thoughts, the ideas
the memories, the sour
taste in my mouth,
On the puppet's strings learn from the past
each one of us or fall
Plays nothing but ’
a part again

Of the spirits that fill
the endless space

are personified through
our hearts.

Way back when, they brewed soul tea.
They grew soul in patches out back,
rolled it in their cigarettes,

Sprinkled it on desserts.

Mothers marinated feasts in soul.
Children swapped soul lunches at recess.
Soul was a spice of life,

s oy B A universal solvent -
o )
~ ~ Far far away, a long, long time ago.

Is the music, the sound,
the limits of time
a creation of

our minds?

in my mind.
Or are forces of nature =
in need of 2 soul ‘g-f"__ Thomas Peake

to express their love P
through art?

£y
~—

Paul Ramirez
) . The scale is not the music,

J. but the music s in the scale.

g Words are not poetry,
but poetry is in the words.

Art is a science, science is an art.
By means of art, feelings become alive.
By means of science, the theories are proven.
By science and art, we grasp the essence of

reality ...

Paul Ramirez

— —
—



People say that things have gone wrong with this world.
When have they ever been right?
Christianity has maore flavors than Baskin-Robbins.
All roads lead to heaven.
justice 15 so blind she can't see.
Maybe she doesn't want to.
Public vpinion decides what is truth. VU I AV
Those accused of racism are no more so than their accusers.
Love is conditional.
A man's friends arc his enemies.
The nonconformists are conforming,
A man can be a misfit even among outcasts.
We have enough nuclear weapons to make mankind extinct.
Institutions are built for thase we deem insane,
We're furced to choose between the lesser of two evils,
They have more strings than a marionette.
“Your life is not your own.”
Everyone knows what's best for you,
Everyone has an ppinion,
No ane is ever wrong,
[ have a right to do whatever | choose.
You don't!
Capital punishmoent is immoral,
Abortion is justified.
How should we dispose of the elderly when they become a burden?

When things get back to normal, will we even notice?
Charles W.McCaffrey !iU‘ ' U U U U ‘ l I”
PR
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Anna’s Tragedy
by LiCai -

“Anmna!” I called loudly and ran by the stairway in a subway
station, 1could not believe that I would ever see her in (his southern
big city. In the station the music was soft, and the light was dim;
Ieven wondered if ] wasinadreamn. “Anna,” I caught up o herand
called again. She turned around and jumped backwards. “Oh. Iam
sorry. 1 thought you were my friend Amna,” I apologized,
embarrassed by my mistake....

Anna was one of my best American friends. She helped me
struggle through my most difficult time in America. Though many
years have passed since we parted, she was still in my mind. Inmy
album there was an enlarged photo of hers; whenever I looked
through the album, I could not help pausing and gazing at her and
recalling the time when we were together.

The first ime I met her was dufing the last week of a spring
semester al Ceniral Vermont University, It wasabeautiful evening;
the sun colored the hanging clouds scarlet above the green hilly
campus, On the way from the swimming pool to the student dining
hall I encountered a group of children and adults, and was told that
they were going to participate in a pre-school bailet contest at the
Student Center. Thechildren, brighdy dressed in dance skirts, were
like angels come down to earth. On my right, about 10 feet away,
a young mother was lifting her daughter to plant a sweet kiss on her
lovely face, A litde farther away, some of the children were
standing together to have a picture taken with colorful blooming
flowers behind them, They seemed Lo be the happiest creatures in
the world. No wonder peaple say that America is a paradise for
children, Affected by their gaicty, I half danced towards the dining
hall.

In the building, after having my meal card checked, I picked up
a pizza, two chicken breasts, a salad and two glasses of coke,
enough to feed two people, Spotting a friend of minc who was
eating with several women, I went t0 his table and greeted him.

“Hi, Jeff. How is it going today?”

“Fine. You swam two miles again?™

“Yes.” 1 put the food tray on the table and sat next o him. “Ah,
nice weather. Great food, isn’t it?” I said,

. “The weather is nice, but the food is not so great,” my friend

responded. He thern gestured toward the women, “'Li, this is Marie,
Anna and Nancy,” he indicated each of them in turmn, “This is Li,”
he said to the women.

“Nice to meet you all,”

“Nice 10 meet you too,” the women replied,

“Where are you from?” Anna asked.

“From mainland China.”

“How long have you been in America?”
Marie asked. .

"About one year.”

"How do you like it here?” asked Nancy,

*1 tike it here very much because American
WwOmeR are 5o pretty,”

“Haha..., thanks.” The women responded as
one. :

I laughed with them, and then started to

devour my pizza.

“You must be starved.”

[ raised my eyes and saw Anna smiling at me from the other side
of the table. My gaze remained fixed on her. She was undeniably
different from other women,

“Anna is a graduate siudent majoring in English Literature,” Jeff
said. He must have noticed my curiosity.

*A graduate student?” I asked her.

((Yes.ﬁ

“What degrce are you working on?"

“master's.”"¢

“Li, when is your exam?” Jeff asked.

“Next fall.”

*“What's that?” Anna asked.

“The English Speaking Exam given by the American government,”
I told her.

“You'll passit. You speak English fluently. I can understand
you very well,” she said,

“Thanks. But I am afraid that my accent will make me fail the
'exam."

“If you like, I'd be happy 10 help you with your pronanciation.”

"Thank you,” I said. I was touched by her generosity.,

“T'llbe free tomorrow afternoon, Would you like to meetme aftor
lunch?”

“Sure, whenever it is convenient for you.”

After cating, 1 thanked her again and left in a happy mood. An
Amcrican who spoke clear English was going to help me with my
pronunciation. I was so lucky!

The next day, after lunch, I followed Anna slowly down the
stairway leading from the dining room. The dining room was on
the second floor. From there onc could see a large lounge used for
dormitory meetings and parties on the floor below. One side of the
tounge was made of tinted glass through which one could view an
aitractive hillside. In a comer by the wall, there was a piano, Anna
asked me if [ minded her playing a piece of music. “Notatall,” |
replied. She then sat down in front of the piano. I stood by her and
wondered what kind music she was going to play. I had heard 100
much rock and roil since I came 0 America. Anna began to play.
It was beautiful. The soothing melody carried me away to a
peaceful azure ocean where a child in a small wooden boat was
playing with colorful fish; seabirds flew back and [orth, sporadically
brushing the waves....

‘When the music ended, I stood by the piano, silently. A moment
later I heard Anna’s voice from a dislance, “Let’s go study.”
Slowly tuming toward her, I saw thal she was smiling at me. “We
cansit there,” She gestured toward a couch on the other side of the
room, I nodded and followed her to Lthe sofa. Once we were scated
she took a Webster's dictionary from her bag and taught me how
10 pronounce the letiers of the alphabet, and the basics of phonics.
The lesson was long and dry, during which [ yawned several times
and apologized each Lime. When it was over, I thanked her and
wished her a good summer. 1 also told her that I would be looking
forward to seeing her in the fall,

That summer [ worked on my English alone. When the fall
arrived, I moved into the dormitory where Anna was living,

Early one morning during the first week of school, I went 10 the
dining hallto have breakfast with a (ricnd, Upon entering the room,




o

Anna's Tragedy Cont. |
Isaw a woman waving at me, Recognizing it was Anna, 1 asked
my fricnd if he minded joining her. After Iintroduced them to each
Boiher, Anna asked me if 1 had 1aken the Speaking Exam.
“Yes, but I did not pass.” .
“Do you have any more chances?” she asked.
“Yes, nexi semester.”
“Good. Then we have plenty of time to work on it. Tliveon the
seventh flopr in wing B. Come up and see me any time you want.”
“Thank you. I will,” I replied. Because I was late for the class,
) hueriedly ate my breakfast, then exchanged phone numbers with
her and Icft with my [riend,
That evening, when [ came back from school, I got a message
[rom my roommate that Anna had called and invited me to watch

| The Good Earthon TV with her. 1had heard great things about that

American-made film on China, but had not yetseen it, After dinner
[ went (0 her room. Anna had a room to herself. Her bed was next
10a big window, through which one could see the open hilly terrain
of the campus. Next to the other side of the bed was a desk on which
there was a large framed document, leaning against the wall.
“What is that?” I asked, pointing to the document.

“My B.S. degree certificate,” she replied. She then told me how
much she had ¢njoyed her time at the University of Maryland.
She talked continuously for the next twenly minutes and stopped
only when it was time for the movie. During the movie she asked
many guestions about China, which made me happy. When the
movie was over, she gave me a Webster’s dictionary and an Atlas
of the World, in the hope thal it would increase my understanding
of the world as well as my knowiedge of English. She told me that
she would be happy if 1 could come to see her every night (o praclice
my English. Itold her that ¥ would like that very much. From that
nighton, I visited her in her room every night around 11:00 pm, my
psual time for leaving the library. She bocame a part of my lile.
One night in the early winler, I went to sce her as usual. When
she opened the door, [ saw that she was wiping her eyes with a
tissue,

|

“(Gee, my cyes,” she said. “My cycs are bothering me.”
“What is wrong?”
“My eycs haven’t been well recently, They watered a lot today.
Thisaflernoon when 1 came out of the classroom, 1 didn’t notice the
siairs and fell down, Look at my leg.” She pulled up her skirt, ft
looked painful. The blue and red bruises spread wildly around her
swollen knee like a bizarre abstract painting created by an cccentric
artist. Her lcft ankle was badly swollen, I was afraid that if it
became any more swollen the skin would break.

“Have you scen a doctor?”

“No. It's wo far.”

“I will call the infirmary to come and gel you,” I went to the
iclephone.

“Don't bother. 11’s not as bad as it looks.”

“Tthink that I sheuld leave and let you sleep,” I said. 1put on my
jackel and prepared to leave.

“Picasc don't leave. I'm okay. I'll lay down here and listen 10 you
read English,” She insisted that I stay. 1sal down and opened the
book she handed me and began to read with my strong Chinese
accent. 1 had been reading for only & few minutes when she

interrupicd me.
“Side news? What's that? Repcat the lasi sentence.”

1read slowly and carefully, “When she heard the side nows, she
cried.” ‘
“Let me sce,” She took the book, and moved it under the yellow
desk light,  “It’s sad news, not side news. Say ‘sad’.”
“Side.”
“No. Get your tongue to your bottom teeth like this.” She showed
me.
1 wried o imitate her, “Zide.”
She laughed. “Relax. Den’t be nervous, Look at my mouth.

" 'Sad’,” she said with emphasis,

“I cannot tcj] she dilference between *side’.and “side’. They
sound same.”

“One is ‘side’, the other is *sad’. Listen carefully, ‘Sad’.”

“Side.”

“Chinese and Americans use different muscles when they speak.,
You have o learn how to use muscles you have never used before,
It"l] be difficuls for you. But keep practicing. You'll get there,
Now, listen carefully. *Sad’.”

Ilsm'ﬂ *

“Perfect! You gotitl Say it again.”

“Side.”

“Wha?”

“Side.”

“What? You had it right. Think how you did it."

“1 do not know what 1 did. It came out randomly, like the lottery,
God, I am hopeless!”

“Don’t give up. You'll getit”

After spending about 10 more minutes on the same word and
making no progress, we decided 1o put il aside lemporarily and
continue with something else. WhenI finished studying, Lleft with
three books she had given me to return to the library forher. Anna
always studicd in her room while 1 nsually studied in the library
which was about a 1 3 minute walk from the dormitory. Jt wasnever
a problem for me 10 help her check out and return books.

“Books are my [riends and also help me make fricnds,” Anna
liked to say. It was Lrue because at almost every dinner many
students sat with her, listening to her talk about literature, history,
currcnt alfairs and other things. However, because she talked oo
much, did not know when she should stop and held very sirong
opinions, people gradually stopped coming to sit with her.
Sometimes, even I had w avoid eating with her,

Early one morning, my friends and I went to the dining hall to eat
breakfast. Afier loading up our trays with food and drink, we
pecked around behind the solt drink fountain 10 see where Anna
was silting, trying not to be noticed. Anna rcalized what was
happening 10 her. One day she asked me why her {riends were
leaving her. 1did not know how to answer, because 1 was not sure
if i would be good to tcll her the Luth,
“Maybe they are just busy, and have no time
10 wlk,” I replied. Ske was apparendy not
satisfied with my explanation and kept
scarching for a betler answer.

The Sunday before finals week, I weat to
sce her,

“How was your weekend?” I asked.

“Okay, I guess. 1 watched TV in my room.
I called you several (imes last night, but you
weren’t home.”




[Anna's Tragedy Cont. |

“I wem 1o a dance with my friends unul two o’clock in the
moming.” While I was describing the party, she listened quictly
and carefully, ar® then sald “Maybe I shouldlearn to drink beer
and enjoy rock music...

*“No! Donotdothat!” 1interrupied her 1mmcd:atcly I wondercd
if I should tell her the truth, “No. That would only hurt her,™ I sgid
to myself.

“Are there any good shows on tonight?” T asked,

She went to her TV and switched from channel to channel,
“Nothing good,” she said and turncd the TV off.

Afier a short awkward silence I found a subject and asked, “How
is school going?™

“Not too good,” she responded. Then she told me about her
problems at school. From her words, I learncd that she was
bothered by her classmates and her thesis adviser, a young man in
his early 40’s. She said that they did not enjoy listening 10 her,
always interrupted her, and did not agree with her on many issucs.
Her distress compelled me to el her not to 1alk too much and give
other people a chance 10 speak, but I blocked my words beforc they
came out,

Because the next week was finals week, I left early and did not
see her for a few days. Upon finishing my last exam, § cailed her
and 10ld her that I was going to move out of the dormitory for the
Christmas break because I could not afford to pay might fees.

“But the dorm is so convenient. And you won’t have {0 move
yeur things back and forth,” she said.

“I know. Butitistoo expensive for me. I will stay at my friend’s
apartment, He is going 1o visit his brother in San Francisco,”

“I'm going 10 stay in the dorm.”

“Then you may be the only one in the building during Christmas.”

“I know,” she said. “Are you geoing to call me afier you move
out?”

“Yes, I cerainly will. } will call you as ofien as possible.” I gave
her my new phone number and added, “Call me any time you
want.”

“You're so nice.”

*“Well, I have to go shopping now. Do you nced anything?”

“Oh, yes,” she said. “Ineed to stock up on some food. Can you
buy me ten cans of beef stew, ten packages of instant noodlcs and
two boxes of powdered milk?”

“Powdered milk? Why not fresh milk?”

“Powdered milk 1asts longer, and yon don’t have 1o refrigeraie
it.” :

“Do not worry about which lasts longer. If you need anything,
justcall me and let me know, Maybe 1should go downsiairs torent
a refrigerator for you.”

*You're so nice.”

1 hung up the phone and went 1o the information
=% desk to check out a refrigerator. Afier helping her
g2 get settled, T moved out for the school break, Tt was
¥ 7 my first Christmas in America.

% OnChristmaseve,I'wentioan international student

) party and came home very late, It was about 1:30
am. While I was relaxing on my bed, my phone rang.
~ “Hello?"

“Hi, Li. This is Anna.”

*“Hi, Anna. How are you?” I was glad to hear from her, because
I felt guilty for not calling her before going o the party.

“ Fine. What did you do tonight? I called you several times.”

“I went to a party. [ just got back.”

“How was it?”

“It was wonderful. It was the first Christmas party I have cver
autended. How were things for you tonight?”

“Not bad. Li, you know what?™

“What?”

“It’s oo hot here. The RAs turned on ail the heaters on iy floor
belore they lelt.”

“Iiis freezing outside, The snow is about a foot decp. The heaters
havc o be on to keep the pipcs from breaking. 10 you feel Loo hat,
you can open the window.”

“The temperature in my room is okay. But it’s too hot in the
hallway and the bathroom. I'm afraid that it may cause a firé.”

“Is there anyone you can talk to about this?”

“[ calted the campus police. They came and said that everything
was okay.”

“If Lhey say that it is okay, I think it is okay.”

“Li, you know what?”

“What?” |

“The water on my floor tastes lerrible. I want to go down stiirs
to get some from Lhere.”

“You mean the water from the water fountain on your [loor?”

“Yes.”

“I do not think there is any difference between the water on your
Mloor and the waier on the other floors.”

“There is a diffcrence.”

“QOkay. So, why not go to another floor?”

“I'm afraid.”

“Don’t be afraid. The only people who can enter the building are
those who have an entry key.”

“I'm not afraid of burglars. I'm afraid of the clevator.”

“Afraid of the elevator?”

“Yes. If it gets stuck, I'll die inside.”

*“There is an emergency button in the elevator.”

“I’ll do no good. There’s no onc else in the building.”

“There is an emergency phone in the elevator. You can use it (o
cail the campus police.”

“The phone hasn’t been used for a long time. It may not work."”

I did not know what (0 say.

*“Well, I'm going to gel some water now. Please call me in ten
minuies to make sure I’'m back.”

“Okay, I will." :

Anna lived in the dormitory by hersell for Lhe whole wiater break.
When school staried, I moved back into the dormitory and went 10
see her every night just as before.

One stormy evening in the carly spring, 1 stayed in my room,
talking 10 my fricnd Susan on the tclephone instead of going to the
library.

*Susan, would you mind holding on just a sccond? There is an
incoming call.” Iswitched lincs. *Hello?”

*Hi, Li. This is Anna. Would you like to come over now?”

“QOkay. I will be there in a minute.” Then I switched back to
Susan and told her that Anna wanited to see me.

“Who's Anna?”

*The woman we mel this afliernoon when we were playing the
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|Anna's Tragedy Cont. |
piano in wing A.”

“Okay. Call me when you get back.”

“Sure.” Hanging up the phone and hurrying 10 Anna’s room, [
wondered why she had called me so early in the evening; she knew
that I was going to see her at 11:00 that night. Atriving at herroom,
lknocked at the door. When she opened the door, I was shocked.
Anna was brightly dressed; her hair was glossy black; her lips were
red, and her checks were rosy. I stared at her, wide-eyed.

She smoothed her dress on her left leg and asked, “Do you like

my dress?”

“Yes.”

She looked at me expectanily and said nothing.

“You look young in this dress,” I added, not knowing what else
o say.

"“Is my hair black enough?”

“Yes,”

“I had it dyed today.”

“Oh.”

“What do you think about my makeup.”

“Itis great.”

“Tomorrow I'll go to class like this.”

“What? Why? What happened?”

We entered her room, and she 1old me the story. That afternoon

she had had a discussion class, during which almost all the students
disagreed with her. When she defended her opinions, one student
told her that she should go to stay in a nursing home instead of a
college. Clearly, Anna was decply distressed by the incident.
While she was describing the event, she became more and more
excited and started to shake. I stared at this 72 year old woman,
worrying thal the anger might cause her physical harm.
KABOOM! Thunder shook the window and pencirated the
room. *“Do not be sad. They did not mean that.” I tried to calm her
down. “Sometimes young people do not know what they say. Do
notbe sosad.” Iwalked over to her and helped her sit down. I then
went v get acup of ice water for her, Aftershedrank some, Iturned
from her and went to the window, The wind was throwing rain
drops violently against the panes; sheels of water were falling from
the sky. Waliching the lighting and listening to the thunder, 1
remembered Hemingway's short story, The Gld Man And The Sea,
and seemed to see the old man struggling to congquer the big fish,
I wished that I were a musician so that [ could compose a score for
the story and play it for Anna, encouraging her to fight against fate.
“Yes, I should remind her of that story, It may be helpful,” I said
to myself.
‘When I turned toward her, I saw she was trying to stand, She

stood up, staggered and then fell back.

I left Vermont when the semester was over. A few months later
I sent a Christmas card to Anna who was in 2 nursing home
L3

¥ it all.”

Godammit. Hah. She’s covered her mouth
“Why should we live if we're only going to die?
why care if we only end up in pain?

Torturing, why can’t i live for me, instead of caring about others.

Screw fuck it all and remain detached.

But then i’d be bored.

You care and you hurt and you care and you hurt

1 don’t ever want to fall in love again”

Now she’s crushed her cigarette butt with a vengeance

“How can you trust yourself. You don’t even know what you want.
Your emotions are out to get you. Being kicked out of Heaven

means having emotions other than happiness.”

Nuw her foot is tapping. She’ bpauz,ed waiting for me to finish
writing it all down, buti‘'m not i'm writing something else.
“The first two brothers in history. One killed the other, so

how fucked are we really?”
“Knowiedge is the beginning of our problems.”

| remember the preacher on the student center steps shouting

“Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge!”

Now she started again but stopped, does she feel any better?

“Even though we know how much ..

I'm waiting for her to tell me what she's staring at, can she

see her discontent or do 1 imagine it.

‘Even though we know how much pain is waiting for us later,

we still reach for
that immediate high, NOW euphoria, THEN misery.

(You're high and then you hurt and then you're high) and then you hurt

[n death, you have no guarantees, no promises.
Even still I'll still ook for REAL love

Stupid, isn’t it?

RL Hobson

“an emptmess from w1thm
£= exceeding all rational boundaries
creating havoc
an imaginary existence
captivating the morose
seizing disappointment
feeding upon the sadness
acting as a harness of fear

a monotonous tone

== witness this entity
Z filled beyond imagination .
controlling everyman

for it is unyielding
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i found it again M’l::'i:;sr::o:s

it's mine.

buti don’t want it

i’'m only keeping it because
you lost it.

We made it in the dark of
my smoky bedroom and
| watched it take its form.

but when it came time for i
anather year again ‘
you threw it out so you could

try something newer. .

I'm keeping it. : ) Te be hyman vy
T" be imperfact

A
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f.flick

how long can you wait to
wake up.

if my eyes are open

i still feel you, even
though you can dream
of being with him, there.
sleeping with you

was a love affair

with a Mick Jagger
groupie, '

all i ever wanted

was to see

you seeing me.
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“When you have sex with money you don't need a condome.” - Mister Lake
“Saving souis is big business,” said Rev. Syung Yun Moon a3 be began the
s meeting. Gumby sat across from the Borgheads, not trusting their
wreo-mechanical yellow smiles. Luca spoke, “T completely agree, and with the
mpect and power of the Unification Church's infrastructure cur gambling,
mortion, and

mrotics operations can expand globally. Any suggestions Gumby " I stopped
ing for a mament 1o fansasize about the millions of dollars this business
wemiore could mean to me. *Well Gumby, we're waiting!™ I snapped out of my
drydream and stated, “The srms business could be benter.”

Luca paused as Rev, Moon considered this. G said, “Cprrent global
wonomy and political climate infer continued decline in weapons sales.” J*

#id, “Therefore non profitable.” My luscious yellow lips formed a smile and
nid, "Bl we can change that.”

The Borgheads immediately began processing likely profitable hostile

ical sitoations, past, present and fulare. Highest profitability determined 10
T between two wealthy groups whose differences are unlikely to be reconciled.
Prfesred: siluation where violence will breed more violence. This complex
 ptimization routine was solved in seconds and the Borgheads suated; “War
begween petroleum producing countrics with different snperpower allies: most
profilable scenario. Sirnilar goals of oil field domination by superpowers will
fnure continualion of war despite heavy casualiies. Selling of weapons to ail
punies involved insure maximum profit and longevity of clieat relationship.” T
sl back, trying not bleed day onto the expensive chair and said, "Cool.”

Moon folded his arms on kis profuse abdomen and sinted, “But how do we
pelit
ranedT™ I ihought about this for a momen, thinking about how I could make
ihe most money off of these peoples misery. “We could use the Borgheads
trsns-dimensional interface to travel back to Irag before its war with Iran. Get
chummy with Saddam and the Iyatollah and get some contracts. Then Rev.,
Moon’s newspapers, magazines, and television networks could ensure the 1.5,
tacking of Iraq while The U.5.S.R. backs Iran. History will follow along wilh
nsmaking all the money. When Iran wimpz oul we'll get the Savdi's to join in.
Of course, we'll have 1o “purchasc” the anms manufacturers first,” said Gomby,
liaghing.

Moon said, “ Already done” Luca smiled and said,"J" and T will talk Lo this
1:0-Tollah while G' and Gumby talk w the other guy.” Gumby felt unsasy with
heing paired with G', and asked, “What weapens should we offer them, guns or
some of the good stuff?* Laca smiled and said, “No, just lide stuff ai first, then
we'll siring “em alung after the action gets started,”

As Moon's full color printing presses began making brochures, Gumby
laned back in the air conditioned office, gazing at the clear sky through the
open ceiling. To bad Lake wasn'there to gloat,

Under The Tongue

6.1 The Good, The Bad, & The Gumby

6.2 Mental Floss

“If winning ix 3o important, why keep score?” - Michsel Dom
Lake crawled beneath the black and onmge cloud of Halloween flames, the
fire close behind him providing the incentive. Upon reaching the relative safety

1 ofadrainage ditch, Lake paunsed long enough to hurl his cookies, the distorted

reflection From the rainbow stined pool adding a psychedelic (although not
unpleasan) quality. As the bumt throat feeling reached its short climax, Lake
rcoghized another image in the pool.

The charred black CSM 1073 resembled a bumt Gumby, s discoloned facial
" features appending an eric sense of malevolence. As Lake looked on in horror
the machine reconstituted its sell-sculptable ceramic features, the faux-Gumby
once again green. Tt walked past Lake, trying to re-acquire Cameron.

Lake stood up, the shoulder wound cauterized by the recent Stephen J.
Canncll .
inspircid episode. Wandering sbout the city, Lake paused to watch the used TV
sereens propped in a store{ront, the local cable network commercial advenising
another “mass wedding.” Lake had heard of mass funerals, and theorized this

was probably about the same. Rev. Moon “blessed™ his humin experiments like

a genetic researcher washing ot a rat cage, as thc picture changed 1o show
some of his investments, Quick shots followed including scenes of chemical
plants, office wovkers, and several blue collar labor forces working mindlessly
like drone bees. Jusi as Lake thought aboul how envious Gumby would have
been, the TV showed Moon shaking hands with Gumby during some ceremony.
Lake instinctively reached Lo tum up the volume, his shaking hand shattering
ithe storcfront glass. The shopkeeper pulled the sawed -off sholgun from behind
the comnter and opened fire.

Lake jumped backward, genting into the Porsche 959 that was just pulling up.

- "Hey, what do you think-" screamned the driver as Lake reached across and

opencd the drivers door from inside, pushing him oul. Lake gimned the
accelertor, lening the tachometer read into the yellow before shifting gears,
Grabbing the car phane, Lake called information, asking for the Unification
Church headquarters, Aftcr promising to donate farge sums of money,the
secretary gave him their address,

Route 405 was jammed so Lake accelcrated the “borrowed™ car through the
right-hand emergency stopping lane. A passenger door opened and was ripped
off as Lake lumned up the quality car stereo. The Porsche lefi the highway at the
appropriate exit, with two “CHiP’s” following. Spotting the heavy rush hour
umific, Lake aimed the car right at the center of it Catching the 1ail of a Satum,
the car spun sround, insisting Lake travel a different route. The Ervik Estrada
wanna be skidded his rice-Burner to 2 stop, its frame trapped beneath the GM.
Lake steered the 959 anto the crowded sidewalk, and accelerated towands the
underground parking entrance of the Unilication Church. People jumped into
the moving traffic and alteady crowed doorways Lo avoid the sports car/
motorcycle cop duo, The Porsche's specd was too high as it leaped into the
concrete bunker, its spoiler catching the overhead beams. The motorcycle
collided into the rear of the still moving 959, sending the officer of the law over
the roof of the metallic catastrophe... -

63 Every Siiver Lining Has A Cloud

*Those wha know don't say and those who say don't know.” - Hell's Angels

Lake entered the Church, stopping to look at the map st the infformation
booth. The Asian security guard behind the desk eyed Lake's bumnt, bloody
clothes with disdain, hoping this white-bred sludge would leave without making
ascer. Another guard was about to sssist Lake in leaving when the police
officer crawled into the lobby, attracting cveryone's altention. Lake used the
diversion 10 enter the elevator unaccosted. Lake siepped off on the top floor, the
small Korean secretary bowing and inquiring as to his business. As she bowed
Lake pulled the taxi cab drivers gurt from his tom jacket and shot the goand
standing behind her. She siraighiened up and tried to high kick the gun from his
prip. Lake's adrenalin glands sumprized him as they worked and he contoricd 1o
avoid her attack, bringing
the gun down oni the base of her skull. She fell unconscions to the floor as Lake
ran into the office, spoting Gurnby, Luca, Meon and the Borgheads. Gumby
screamed “BASTARD!™ a3 Lake started firing into the group, the Bosghcads
electromagnetic divergence shields bouncing the lead projectiles all over Lhe
room. Luca palled his pistol and retnmed [irc, one of his bublels casching Lake
in the left s, J' grabbed Luca and engaged his trans-dimensional imerface, the
pair de-materializing and on their way to meet Khomeni. Lake fired into the
glass skylight, the broken shards raining down like a hailstorm of razors.

Moon jumped under his desk as Gumby crouched under G*'s divergence
shicld, the glass shards bouncing off the electrical umbrella. G engaged his
trans-dimensional interface as Lake jumped them, the trio de-materializing
before Rev. Moon's eyea.

to be continned ..

Jamses Lake




A Desperate Escape

by Jeftrey K. Hostetler

Bobby slammed the door of his apartent on the
yammering of an oriental couple and the suicidal noises of
the building’s many tenants. Running his aching, greasy
hands up to the door’s series of locks, the man turned, threw,
and latched them with the deliberate thoughtfulness of an
exhausted cook. -

The building’s din now muffled by its thin wallsand
tiled floors, Robert Harvey Williams ingested thecomparable
silence, trudging into the one room apartment’s bedroom/
kitchen/ living room. Bobby kicked off his worn canvas
shoes and cracked his toes, scrunching them up into fistson
his largest rug.

Looking cut the window that faced him, hespied the
silhouette of a woman undressing across the alley.
Unimpressed by her shapely figure projected onto an amber
window shade, Bobby rubbed his eyes raw and walked over
to a mirror in the adjoining bathroom.

Now he looked at a familiar visage. Blue eyes,
bloodshotand yellowed, peered drowsily athim, as if stoned,
but Bobby knew the desperate man in the mirror hadn’t
touched a joint in years. A sharp nose waved from side to
side as Bobby slowly shook his head, listening to the bones
in his neck pop. Matted and sweaty hair nearly covered his
pale forehead. Bobby hated his hair; especially the hair that
had abandoned ship just beyond his forehead’s property

line. :

The man in the mirror raised his hand and rubbed

‘the growing stubble about his checks and chin. The first
flecks of grey were becoming apparent, but his years weren’t
yet advanced enough to reveal the gray that lurked just
below his temples.

“Man, I'm rough . . . ragged,” he mumbled, his
Adam's apple bobbing just above the collar of his T-shirt.
Bobby swallowed, tasting the hasty dinner he had consumed
at work.

Staring at his person, many random thoughts
scarnpered through his mind:

“I need a new job. Three years as a cook just doesn’t
pay the bills which are piling up even as I work seven days
a week and scarcely do anything otherwise. I've gota little

money; maybe [ should go back to
college —takea few courses —see
if F've still got the brains. No.

“Stephanie’s really getting
married. I'll be goddamned! I
remember just yesterday we were
a couple of kids getting drunk,
partying, dreaming —breaking up.

I guess four years and a rich
boyfriend tend to make you accept
the eventuality of marriage —
. wouldn’t that be a burden: wife,
job, morebills;buthey, I'd be gettin’

K 3
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‘_
s0mMe, rlght'-’”
Bobby smiled cynically, smckcnn g at himself.
“And what about you, Buddy? Becn considerif
your dreams? Been living like you planned? Been living
all? Well I'll answer all of those for you: NO. '
“Whatever happened to flying — to living like 4
wild ones — 1o being a person independent from societ!
what do they teach you: Be an individual. Right.” T“
Bobby sighed and left the sickly looking man mcif
mirror. Flopping down into his favorite chaxr, agr
Jeather Lay-Z-Boy salvaged from a street corner, Bobl P
returned to his thoughts.
“Dad cut me off five years ago — as well he shou
‘of, Ain’t been in school for all that time. My, the worldi°
cold. Maybe Icould go somewhere, somewhere clse. Atlary p
hasn’t turned any tricks for me. But to get out of pnxl
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would be easier, [ think,
“Yve listened to the preachers sing and singe
preach, all speaking of a new, wondetful world, free frog !

-

oppression and Communism, lit in the glow of Democrag ©
and ringing of freedom; but where is the freedom?” d

Bobby closed his cyesand saw unhappy dreams. i ¥
quickly opencd his cyes again. Now he thought of thog ¥
fantasy places: the Mexican beaches of Zihuatanejo, t :

frosty slopes of Colorado, the green, rolling hills of Englan
Here, in his mind, was his only frcedom.

In the window, a red haze blinked on the tiny rai t
droplets still clinging to the glass. The woman was gone, u!
longer visible now that her lights were extinguished. Bobby t
felt neither glad nor disappointed by her absence. €

The dry blue light of a halogen bulb threw an eerig 'l
veil over Bobby's room when the red neon sign was blinking]
Bobby studied the duli bricks across the street, tracing pathe
through their cracking, mildewed mortar. In the far rlghﬂ
corner of the window the rusted remains of a fire escapc,
could be scen.

“That’s what I nced,” the man croaked, continuing
in his head, “an escape.” ‘

Bobby rose from- his comfortable position in
chair and walked over to the refrigerator. The fridge’s
glaring green-blue light stunned his eyes, forcing Bobby
squintinorder to find a can of beer. He settled for lemonade-
actually lemon flavored sugar water: Kool-Aid. 1t went
down nicely, utterly cold and tart, drunk straight from the
pitcher, giving Bob's hcad a slight pang for all the cool
enjoyment. For an instant the headache was unbearable.
Bobby stopped and let it subside. After the last after-shocks
had gone, he swallowed some more, put up the pitcher, and
closed the door.

Back in the security of darkness, invisiblc to any
outside prying eyes, the man made a quick visit to the
bathroom. Once back in the bedroom/ kitchen/ living
room, he bypassed the green chair and dropped onto the bed
tohisleft. It'sspringsscreeched at the man’s humble weight.

Lying with his right forearm across his forchead,
fully clothed, head to the window, Bobby stared at the wall
to his right. Its skin glowed momentarily a lurid red, and
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. en a moonlight blue. That cycle churned over and over
en' very few seconds in a hypnotizing manner. Bobby had
gneant to get some drapes for the window, but time hadn’t
lowed it.

Bobby’'s mind was completely blank free from the
stresses of the day, trying to merge into the blank wall. It
as, in the daylight, an uncluttered rectangle of pure white,
from water stains or stains of any other sort. Now

' chsrupted bya stone or a leaf.
Blinking hard to clear what had to have been an
gopticalillusion, Billy reopened hiseyes to see the wall ripple

Jof the wall.

“Whoahhhh-,” he said, shocked.

Theripples continued, expanding more slowly than
inwater, rocking about the surface as if it were made of thick
aeam dyed red and then blue. Bobby sat up slowly,
‘fdetermined not to scare it away or stop the dream or kill the
waves. For several minuntes he observed the waves about his
wall,now coming fromall angles, making the plane’ssurface
like that of a small pool; but the motion was slower, relaxed,
mesmerizing,.

Bobby finally summoned the courage to reach out to
ain he wall. Not pointing or prodding, merely reaching, his

“d hand neared the rippling surface. ithalted only inches from

ndy

;b the wall, a trickle of warning adding fear to the rainbow of
emotions flooding the circuitry of Bobby’'s brain - but he
wrie| ignored the tiny, screaming voice and touched the wall.
ng: His fingertips seemed to go numb upen making
the] contact, but it wasn’t exactly contact. Hecould feel withinin
yht| the substance that felt like incredibly fine sand, a gentle
ljpd- warmness — a liquid heat like a tropical ocean or the touch
of a beautiful woman or a mother’s womb.
ng Bobby pulled his fingers slowly from the waves,
{ causing ripples from his own actions that collided mellowly
he] with other crests and troughs. Curling his fingers and
w5} flexing themn, Bobby decided that they were fine. Without
to | 12king his eyes from the wall, afraid that when they returned
__1 the dream would be gone, he brought his hand to his nose
and smelled the fingertips.
he He expected to catch the acrid aroma of grease and
thestinging bite of cleaning detergentresidue, buthisfingers
had no smell what so ever.
s Bringing his other hand up to compare the two,
4 | 2verting his eyes for a brief instant, he noticed that a definite
line marked where his fingers had goneinto the wall. They
-] were perfectly clean above this line, white as compared to
the grubby skin of his left hand. Even under his fingernails
the grease had been removed, revealing thin arcs of ivory
white,
g Eyes retuming to the wall with a snap, Bobby rose,
, | slidinghislegs under his thighsand pushing himself upright,
1 staring at the wall. Raising both arms this time, the man
3 | extended his hands and slipped them beneath the wavering
| surface. Now he felt the warmth with both hands, up to the

palms. It felt wonderful.

Again that tiny, wailing voice tried to convince him
that his hands would be grabbed, and he would be jerked
into the wall viclently and eatcn by some slavering demon,
but nothing like that happened at all.

Instead, Bobby stepped from the bed with his right,
shoeless foot, balancing on his left. Without any hesitation
he stepped into the wall and disappeared behind its veil of
waves. The last thing through was his left foot. Tt left this
world without a sound.

The wall continued to ripple for a few more seconds,
and then the waves disappeared one by one, seeming to roll
off of the wall into oblivion. Soon, the wall was again a
planer rectangle of white plaster cyclingbetweenglaring red
and arctic blue. The refrigerator’s compressor kicked inand
hummed, rattling a little. An oriental couple could be heard
arguing down the hall; they would soon come to blows.
Across the alley the unknown woman with the sensual
shape turned on a light in her bedroom and walked to the
bathroom. A light rain began to fall outside.
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iCOl’leSSlOl’lS of a Hypocrlte

part v : finis

There are nc more apatagies. |willplaceno
, warning labels. My lyrics are explict, my
| soul is implicit.
| The value of the metaphor s lost on an
jdiot.

coherence. the totality is the thing of it.

when | can see my sanity coming apart at
the seams, | write.When i am wound and
glued together so tightly every theught is a
supar-coifider experiment, | can't evenwrite
my goddamn name.

Imtight butthere is adeadline soi'mwriting
anyway, please forgive it.

Introduction: father forgive me

The lirst thing | have to admil is
musical. 1like Nirvania. 1ean’thelp it |
don’t think they wre Quality (Zen und
Matoreycles ). T think they are the epitome
of what T hate about pop culture, butTcan™
helpit...[can’t. Worse still, L notonly like
this ather hand Pewr! Jam but 1 am afraid
that [ think that they are shighily valuablew
the sy culture, My life is a series of
weakened submissions, Lam a victim,

Dr. David Ray. professor of
History. has left the institute tor aleuve of
absence.  His absence i Ieaving me
demoralized. 1 could perhups criticize the
administration for not creating” a mofe
condueive environment in which Dr, Ray
would like (o remain here. Leould discuss
the eniire issue of whit 4 university
educition is suppased o provide. 1 know
thet Dr, Ray is a0 example of what a rea
educittion can bestow upon you usastudent.
[t's aboul working with your professors.
Ir's abowt being (reated as i co-worker
instead of a8 i consumer or a4 product,
depending on how close you are o
graduation.  Though to talk in this way

woithd 121} you nothing because you didn’t
know the man. and [ am still wo much in
shock toadequately descrite frim, It would
b nuch appreciated if the Technique would
re-print his anticle, Mwas ahout the quality
of Tech's education, a1 1% divned
shvious Lrom his wiiiing what kind ol

i don't really care much for individual

‘\

by ashley l. raiteri

person Dr.Rayis, at least in the ideologival
realin.

God. what can | say about growing
up? My brother sent me a posteard from
Prague two yearsugo. Allmy life I wanted
to be my brother. He was the coulest,
stnartest, most enlightened individual 1
knew. Then [stasted to grow up. The older
1 got. the more 1 thought of him as a peer.
The older I hecame. the hetter he treated
me. All my teenage years he kept telling
me “you figure it out for yourself, Thad to
" So 1 did as best as could he expected.
The posteard from Prague only said this:
YOU Were 10 Young ., and i was (00 youn g (o
hendle your being too young.

[ haven't reached any final stage
of development. Every year [ look back
and awm amized alhow moronie the things
I hud said sounded, Every yewr? Who am
i kidding, it’s more like every month, or
day? 1look back at how naive I was.orhow

" little I kmew about life and love, I feel good

about that, It s a good indication of growth.
Hopetuily in old age I'1l continue to have
the same revelation every year. Each tune
contradicting oul-dited truths that don’t
work in my new stage of growth. Personal
development doesn’t happen in a lincar
fashion,

youcan tlook atsomeone asheing
on 4 tine tine, two vears ahead of, or six
months behind you. Personal development

is all about figuring out what you want
from life. What makes' you happy?
Fulfilled? These are not easy questions to
answer foralotof people. As you grow up.
itix the ime w experiment and evaluate the
different possible universes that life has o
offer, Jesus, I'm afraid 1 sound like a
useless high-school guidance counselor. 1
step back from the page created fictionally
on the computer, [ examine in present time
not even conceived of from the paradipm
of the writer before editing. Who am § in
comparison to the 1 that wrote before this
sentepce was nserted post seriptum bwt
here in the middle of the paper to veil it’s
presence”’ 1 am two weeks older and a lot
happier but tighter than ever. Ma guvie lu
nata take oul the cork, one who is full of
himself will be rclieved if only he might

. take the cork out of his ass. Please doctor,

Ma gavte Janata. Tcan’thelp you, i haven't
figured out anything that's transferable with
words. | wouldn’tirust anyone whotriesto
pass on what they've leamed too much,
They're prohably just writing o see
themselves write.

But 1 was speaking of stepping
back. off the page. and looking at the ideas
from a larger perspective. IUs healthy 1o
grow and experiment. No one, excepl the
ltdians, wants 1o be a fascist. Why have |
chosen the ideologies and culturd value
systems I've chosen? How did | arrive at
the system L currently use? Well certuinty,
1 thought careful and considered imny
ditferentangles, arguing each toit's logical
conclusion, resting on the one that carries
the most tuth and objectivity to it
Conservitism is wrong! Whew. *dyou

see thatsarcasm? (that’s for those of you
upon whom the value of a4 metaphor is
lost.)
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I choose to be going in this®
socialist-democrat/ culturd diversified/ jazz
loving/ semi-non materialism, or rather

semi-ininimalistic  materialism/ anti--__

establishment/ guilt stricken conspicuous_
consurning capitalist against his will
direction not because itis the right direction
to goin. It’s not even the right direction to
goin, forme. It's just a direction that i can
possibly choose and it’s more fuifilling
and pleasant, more interesting, You might
say I'mnoteven arguing I'm just hantering
semantics but thereis aclear differentiation
to he made. [have noprinciples, Thave no
passion inherently defined. 1 get
impassioned because [ let myself get tha
way and fall in love (with life? women,
men, my palin?) because I'm not paying
attention in class.

Is there 4 point here? No! There
no lopger needs to be a point. I’m muking
an ganti-point. Lite is not reducible into
points and lines that connect such dots
creating a rational universe defining theory.
Think about plasma, plasmum, plasm,
These images are what life is reducible to.
This hasine thinking sbout Jonathan Swift.
God. didn’t you ever just want to junp into
amud swamp, big and brown, stinky and
slimy. Didn’r you want to roll around in
blood and guts and shit and piss and sweat
and tears. scatology? These things define
life, The orgasm and it's salty semen that
can make the squeamish vomit. Like the
neighborhood kid who would detiantly eat

dog excrement (o gross out the girls, life is
about thrusting your dlike into
o N < 1 strual fluids
that hold blvod and life, all for the sake of
filling and pleasing your ‘mate;
remembering 10 [ it af! like lentil
soup and tomatoes so as not to oftend her,
It*s ahout reaching into the garhage disposal
with the yellow paste and bo-weevil larvae,
the extra spaghetti suuce and coffee
grounds, mucous and spit: reach in there
and get your wedding ring ont.

Danger: falling metaphors ahead

Sexual exploration it only one of the
limilless methods toexpand one™s horizons.
Fuck anything you can get you hands on,
Anyone that will do it with you, Any
gender, any race, any species. It'1 bring
you i ot closer to your own sexual identity
and you'll feel alot mare comlortuble with
that identity when you are through. [know
1do. But. thiskind of business isn "t required
inany way at all in order to grow. These
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kind of orgiastic desires are usually much,

better left in a masturbatory fantasy,
Sometimes o much experimentation can
feave you feeling spent and empty, It can
leave you feeling worthless and degraded.
[ know I'do. All Tam saying is don't be so
eager to lose yourself in wild abandon. At
the same time, don’t get too freaked out if
all your peers are re-enacting Sodom and
Gommorhha. It’s not aboul morality, it's
about individual expression and personal
compatibilities.

You can also ry drugs. (Eek! a
harbiturzte! ) By now you've figured out
that marijuana doesn’t make you gocrazy
and rape your neighbors after one putf,
They lied. Nancy lied. The Government
lied. They do that. thats their joh. Do not
extend this logic to the belicl that then
therefore all drugs are as safe and benign as
marijuang, (Tt is benign if used in
moderation. Muchmore sothan atcohol or
nicotine. But that is another hattle [ don’t
wantto fight. I'brather protest for ahortion
rights than the right to get high. Tdo have
accidentzal priovities that [ can’t avoid.)
The point is, if you are going to try it. don’t
believe the hype. Read up on whatever
dungerous psycho-active poison you are
going 10 eat, Don’t believe the stories
ahout (he guy that ate three sheets of acid
and now has reached inner peace, There is
no inner peace. Your dead head triend is in
inert pieces. If you want to tune in and drop
oul, that’s a valid choice. Tt simply
necessitales a lot of thought, Read actual
inedical journals about the drug you're
experimenting with.  Ask your doctor,
When I was a drug fiend [ saw my doctor
every two weeks, (he works here at the
infinnary). Every two weeks | would goin
and tell him how L teh, what ailimens T had
and I would ask him if they could be caused
by the drugs I was doing, He told me
straight out, without a lecture, that he didn’t
believe that my use of amphetamines was
causing my heart problems, My therapist
tells me straight oul thatmy use of LS D Jid
not cause my nervous break down,
However, it conld have.  All we have
learned is that something stronger and more
fundamental is broken inside my head than
could not have heen done by a couple of
milligrams ( yes. mitligrams) of LSD., It’s
agamble. Tdon travel without feaving the
wom anymore. My horizons are oo
expanded. it's like my consciousness ison
the rack.. | wn working on focus these
days. Idon’t feel the need for speed, or

XTC or heroin or hash. When [ want
explode my borders 1 just call up mgg
schizophrenic friends and ask perso |
questions about rape and divorce, 1 liket
read about post-modermnism and the sci

of culture or the culture of sciency
Sometimes | listen to Crash Worship and
try and masturbate while riding my
molorcycle,

Finished: you’H never work in
this town again

The artist in residence is examining his
female lover/ pupil's latest progress.

cu
Lionel Dobie: it's amazing how much morg €0
intarasting it's getting... wl
Pupil-Lover: intaresting?? pe

LD: 's not boring, you know you gotanice g,
little frony working for you.

PL: Irony? 1;
LD: Yeah. nlce irany. '
PL:How's the tension? last time you... R
LD: It's nice of
PL: nice?? ri
LD: yeah, nice, (¢
PL: You're full of shit you know that® f§j

Look... could you just teli me...il | have any| ¢,
tatent or if you think I'mjustwasting mytime
because somstimes i fesl like | should just
quit because...just tell ma what you think!
C'mon.,
Lionel Dobie: What the hell ditference does
it matter whati think. It's yours. | mean you
make art because you have to, because
you got no choice. It's not about talent it's
abeut ne choice but to do it. Are you any
good? Waell, you're twenty-two so who
kKnows? Who cares? youwannagive it up?
if you can give [t up you weran't a real artlst
to bagin with|

- o B

[

-

Then he storms and crashes back
into his studio, kicking himself in the ass
for saying the wrong thing. from
Scorcesee's Lifa Lassons.

Change, and expansion are
alluring. They have no intrinsic value,
They are not good by definition. It depends
entirely on what you change from and what
you chunge to, Which way you expand.
Quit reading bullshit artcles like this ome
and get aclue on your own because no ong
will give you one. Your too ignorant and
I'm too stupid too deal with your being too
ignorant,
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;;Gun |
 Hitting

b The National Rifle Association is

wrrently fighting a heated battle with gun
oarol lobbyists to hold up legislation
vhich would require 2 five day waiting,
xriod on all fireanns sold in the United
itates, So far the NRA has been successful
1 keeping this legislation. known as the
drady Bill, from being passed, but they
uve fost many battles over the vutlawing
of certain antomatic and semi-automatic
ffles. mainly foreign semi-automatic
models which can be easily modified to
fire automatically and all domestic and
foreign automatic models. Althoughlmay
agree with gun control advocates that a five
day waiting period and the outlawing of
automatic or poentially automatic fireanmns
is justified. as a member of the NRA, |
applavd the efforts of the men and women
who tobhy in Washingion, D.C, for the
protection of the Second Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. The second
amendment to the U.S. Constitution reads
asfollows: A well regulied militia, being
necessary to the security of afree State, the
rights of the people to keep and bear anns
shall not be intringed.” From Webster's
Ninth Dictionary. the definition of infi-inge
reads as follows: “to encroach upon in a
way that violues law or the rights of
anothers,” With this definition and the
Second Amendment in mind, it can be seen
how a heated debate over gun control
legislationcan be supported with arguments
from both sides. Many Constitutiona
gcholars  believe that the Second
Amendment has Linle or no bearing on an
American’s right o bear anns.  While
reading no lurther than the first clause of
the amendment could lead one W this

Control
Your

by Jeffrey K. Hostetler

Means
Target”

conclusion. it is the second ¢lause which
clearly defends “the rights of the people to
keep and bear arms, ™ and does not mention
a professional army or government
controlled militin. Over these two clauses
a reat battle is being fought. and it is the
stance of the NR A to forcefully opposeany
legislation that might endanger the rights
alluded to inthe Second Amendment, Gun
control advocates are attempting o cure
this country s viotent ills through anti-gun
legislation and degrading. possibly
repealing. the Second Amendment to the
ULS. Constinwtion.  But the guestion
remauins: Will outlawing guns decrease gum
related violence? 1 pkin to defend the
Second Amendment with 18th Century
and contemporary examples of its
importance. the unrealistic logic revealed
in ALL gun control legislation, and the
effect that the Second Amendment his on
our daily lives here at Georgia Tech,

‘ When the  framers_ of the
constitution hecame stuck at the impasse
of stated versus inferred rights, several
consequences were debated. 1f the rights
of i citizen were enumerated, what would
keep the govérnment from outlawing all
other rights not explicitly described within
the Constitution? On the other hand, if a
citizen’srights were not clearly stated and
simply glazed over with broad, ambiguous
language., whin wonld keep the govermment
from interpreiing those broadly stated rights
(o its advantage wnd not the citizen's? Isn't
it curious that in these debates the framer’s
referred to the government as a hostile,
{iceless body which only served to strangle
rights rather than uphold them? When the
Constitntion was written, fawyers were

justas shrewd and cold blooded as they are
todiy, and the framers, themselves lawyers,
took this into account by adding a fong list
of tenamendments to their carefully worded
Constitution; they also took care o insert a
mostimportant pari about the protection of
“implied™ rights as well as those plainly
stated (the content of the U.S. Constitution
is not being contested here and acopy can
be seen in any librury).

Recently. gun control lobbyists
have been attacking the relevancy of an
amendment written over 200 years ago to
modem times (though the other nine
amendments sit with them preiy well),
Some argue that the Second Amendment
was meant o protect a state’s ability 1o
maintain a militia, and nothing more,
Today. police forces are very powertul,
and it is the current policy of-the Bush
adgministration topush legislation that gives
the police more power. In other countries
around the world. too various to name, the
threat of military dictatorship is a reality.
Hlegal govemments, operating arcund or
without constitutions mainiain order by
execuling citizens with weapons and
keeping strict controls on the distribution
of firearms. If the people of a nation wish
to remain in control of their govermments,
they must be in a position to be a threat
that govemment, otherwise their leaders
can take control by force. Victims of this
kind of coup by a powertul regime are
Haiti, Nicaragua, and the Philippines. 1f
the citizens of these countries had been
well armed, even withsimple hunting ritles
and hand guns meant for hunting and setf
protection, the militant dictators would have
had somuch more ditficult ume suppressing
the power of the people. Tt may even have
been impossible. There’s abumper sticker
thatreally tickles my Nutionalist sentiments
and pride in being an American, and it
reads like this: “God, Guns, :nd GutsMade
Arnerica.” The American settlers depended
on their guns for protection and a cheap
means for acquiring food. But the frmers
who wrote the Constitution saw firearms in
a surprisingly modern context.  Thomas
Jefferson expressed his feeling while
writing the Virginia Constitution: “Notree -
man shall ever be debarred the use of

The North Avenue Review September 1992 49



anns,”  Jaumes Madison felt that “the
Constitution preserves the advantige of
being armed” in his The Federalist essays.

And Thomas Paine’s strikingly modern

observation, "arms discourage and keep

supported the rights of Americans 10 arm
themselves for their own  protection,

Today™s American depends on his or her

gun for pratection, so that
another may not infringe on
his rights to life, liberty, and
property, as the French
Declaration of the Rights of
Manreads(whichisare-work
of our well known version:
Life. Liberty, and the Pursuit

the

" ... After

Angeles

and in the hands of those who would vse
thean for ille gad acts. The bans on automatic
and semi-automaitic weapons haven tended
the veedsiona rattle of automatic guntire

"™ that incoming freshmen hear once a week
the invader and plunderer in awe” ~

coming from Techwood Homes while they
lay in ked at night. 1 can tell you from
personal experience that it is guite
disturbing,

Gun control laws only
work ifthey are obeyed. After
the Los Angeles riots, 58,000
Californians bought and
registered hoand guns, many
of whom were wld 10 wail
fificen days while the riots
raged in their very own city.

Los

of Happiness). Asourrightto r 1 ot S, A terrifying fact that hax been
hear anns becomes weaker 5 8 0 0 0 covered up by the media is
and weaker, possibly leading ? that within the days that the
to the outlawing of all privae Californians riots took place, citizens
ownershipof firearms, and the whose fifteen day waiting
power of the police becomes bOllght 3lld period had expired were
greater and  greater, ask re g i stere d denied their guns, and

yoursell: Who will most profit
from these actions in the end?
It is not the people of the
United States.

Fhere are numerous
bumper stickers reflecting the
public's violent oppuosition to gun control:
“¥You cun have my gun when you pry it
trom my cold, dead gingers,*Fight Crime.
Shoin Back,”™ “When guns are outlawed,
only vutlaws will have guns.™ “1F guns are
outlawed, can we nse swords 7 Guns don't
kill people: peoplekifl people.” and another
variation uf the above title, “Gun control
means hitting what you shost at.™ Al of
these stickers may seem funny on the
surface, but they relate a hasic fear that all
Americans living in the country or city
share: the tear of crime coupled with the
Fear of having their only viable means of
protection Likenaway by people whodon 't
have w walk down Techwood drive or
North Avenue and live right next to the
highest homicide region in the Soutle
Techwood Homes. Outlawing guns will
wel siop homicide av the hand of guns,
Anyone whobelieves diffzrently is fooling
themselves, There ire 100 maty guns oul
there adready. Toiting sround unregistened

h a

guns...'

ammunition sales were
n d tempararily  suspended
' throughout L. A.. Lootersand

riolers, however, were seen

to invade gun shops and take

all the firepower and
ammunition they could ever need. It's no
wander California gun purchases are wp
6% since April— the people ot Culifomia
will not he caught unanned again, The
final toll of those riots is 52 persons dead,
2383 injured. 10000 arrested (50% of
whom had previous records), and $735
million in property damage. In my home
ity of Honston, Texas, (adso in the month
of April) my brother had his car stolen at
gun point by a seventeen year old black
mile who had been convicted of numerous
misdemeanors, imprisoned twice, and hzd
broken his parole for the third time, Intwo
weeks he will be done serving his rhree
year sertence for unauthorized use of a
stolen vehicle. In Harris County the current
equation for jail teon caleulations is 28
tdays forevery year of the sentence. What's
tw keep him from hreaking parole and
buying a $25 revolver or 4 $75 Glock (a
Ymin, semi-automatic combat handgun)
that hiux heen distributed beyond alf

*
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government coniro] s0 he can continoe | T
practicing his profession? Theseare prices| ¢
that my brother and I have investigated: in)

198X the going price on a Chinese made
sub-mzching gun sold my high school shop
class was $125. Gun control legislation
only affects a law abiding citizen’s ability
o defend himself and his propenty,

~ Today, it is illegal 10 have o
handgunin New York City. the most crime ‘
ridden city in the United States, and the city |

with the most homicides by handgun. in

Texas, where gun control is a four leter
word, it is illegal 1o carry a handgun in a
concealed fashion, which includes in your
car. and any weapon that is carried in plain
sight off of your own property must be
twenty-two inches in length (hasically a
rifle). Georgiahas oneof the most pro-gun
SLIRCES OR ZuR control: you may keep a
logded handgun on the seat of your car orin

the glove box. but if a burglar breaks into |

your home, you can’t put a bullet in his
brain unless hehas some means of indlicting
an eqgual damage o you (the minimum
threat of lethality being defined as aknife),
and you may not shoot him’in the back (if
he is fleeing)., and it is illegal to shoot him
outside of your house, with or without a
lethal weapon. Either way, legal or not, if
you fire yonr handgun or rifie within the
city limitsot Atlanta todefend your propeny
or person. you get slapped with a ticket for
discharging the fircarm within the city
limits. The definition of infringement
cones to mind again, and it is difficult for
me 1o see this Kind of blatant distegard for
the Second Amendment as anything less
than the rape of my rights ax 4 taxpaying
citizen of the United States. Every bit of
legislation that encroaches upon the rights
protected by the Second Amendiment causes
its foundation 1o crumble away. litle by
linke. The gun control lobbyists are
trampling on OUR rightsevery day, and on
the Georgia Tech campus it s no less
insulting,

HEN ASKED HOW MANY
CARS HAD BEEN STOLEN
FROM THE GEOQORGIA TECH vaumnpus
tn the month of April last spring quarter, a

o

h
1
t

\
¢
1
l
1
1

|




[ R e 7 3

TorPD officer replicd, "Oh.about ninety,”

This officer then joked that that was three
cars & might: most of the cars are stolen at

have heen stolen trom my traternity alone,

wosome. There have been four hreak-ins

"N where the cars were not stolen, but the car’s

contents were thoroughly searéhed and
leoted, my truck included. Recently the
houses on Fraternity Row have also been
plagued with vagrants being caught inside
thein in the process of stealing students’
property.  So far this summer. in my
fraternity house, & mountain bike, three

J wallets, twowatches, and thekeystooneof

the stolen cars wis litied. One Wednesday
night not (0o long ago a tall hlack man was
caught walking through the SigmaNuhouse
and quickly escorted oftfof their property.
This man was (hen seen to entet Lhe Beta
Theta Pi house at approximately midnight

1 and was again escorted off of the property.

alf an hour later he was caught on the
second tloor of the Beti house, and this

aight, and this summer guarter 1wo cars:

The polive beligve that it's the work of a-

time ran from the premises. The Betasthen
watched this man walk up o the front steps
of the Delia Tau Delta house and stop.
Enridged, the Betas chased the man off,

..who ran immediately for the Architecture

Complex and disappeared.

Crime like this should not be
tolerated on acollege campus, At Georgla
Tech firearms are swrictly forbidden. and
must be checked in with the police
departmeént angl left there. Being caught
with a rifle or handgun is grounds for
expulsion, Thereason for the rule is mainly
to protect the police. who obviously cannot
control the crime on this campus and often
joke about and dismiss stolen property
reports, There is nothing on this campusto
deter crime. s0 it naturably atflicts Tech
studenis both physically and menially. Tom

Brokaw has been doing a series of

inflamumatory réports on guns in the U.S.,
and when interviewing an imprisoned
burglar asked if he was afraid of
homeownérs with handguns, The burglar
replied that that was his greatest fear and

They Might Be Giants -
Apoifo 18 (Electra)
Ali Mahjouri, Michael Piasecki . .*

“They Might Be Giants in the Huu'uusssc

Boyeeee!!™ Not quite.
“Whoouan!! Fuck Yeah. Dude” These
dudes rock!!™ Nope,

= And now for iwo of Brooklyn's firiest.”
Sorry, pal-that doesn’t work either.

Yo see, the fict is, They Might Be Grints
isoneut those bunds that came from another
world where categorization is @ sin, On

Apollo 18 . they do all Kinds of things
ranging from jazz 1o the Manchester voice
of somehdy caughtin astafeof redundancy
¢ Twalk alopg darkened corridors™ repeated
about eight times-from Fingertips). For
tw guys from Brooklyn, that's pretty
impressive. For two guys. period, Ih;tl 'S
impressive.

So what is it about John and John ?

John Linneltis the man that plays accordion
amb uxlew of other different instruments on
the album, John Flanshurgh is the guitar
guy, They haveabrew xu‘mgurmtm‘myut
theirother eftorts just waiting for usto taste
on Apollo 18 . I containg racks that are

Mus1cR

L]
classic T.MLB.G. such as “The Statue Got
Me High" whichis filled with the irony and
plays on words that are seén on previous
They Might Be Giants albums. The new
album is at a level of maturity for the
sikliness that makes them oneof the funniest
bands in the business.
The most interesting aspect uf Apoiio 18
isone of the tracks - “Fingertips™. It utilizes
the shuftle technology on €D players.
When you play the Cd on shuffle, the song
which is actually brokenup into 2 | different
parts, isdissected. “Fingenips™ is like a K-
tel siunplerof They Might Be Giants' lighter
side.
On the whole. TM.B.G's new album is a
mature elfort and sustains the trademark
humor and irony of their previous albums,
I personally get hored of T.M.B.G_but then
again ['ve heen listening {o them for five
years. A different feel than Flood but a
refreshing hreak {rom Color Mc Sadd. Oh,
and They Might Be Giams have been
issigned by NASA asmusical spokespeople
tor Internztionil Space Y ear. Time o jump
into my ;"Spucesuit™ and fly to Venus or
something like that.

1

The North Avenue Review September 1992

the reason why he burglarized homes only

when he was sure that the residents would

not be home. This burglar also carried an

wnregistered, illagal handgun while

burglarizing homes. T helieve that my

conclusion is obvious: the students of
Georgia Tech should he extended the same

rights as citizens within the city limits, the
rights to keep firearms in their homes and

use them o protect themselves and their
property. a right explicitly stated in the

Constitution of the United Smte.s yut demed
on this campus.

The Second Amesndment was
written into the Constitution of the United
States as ameans to prevent the governirent
from taking the right to bear arms away
from the people of this nation.” Tt was
wrilten in clear language, stating that no
one shall infringe npon this basic right, yet
there are people in Washington right now

- working 10 make guns and the Second

Amendment museum pieces. hit'ifi this

' they are deluded; although they can make

the Second Amendment an artifact, guns
willendure just as war hasendured-theoygh

- the ages. How free is an American who

can't defend himself from any form of
oppression? At Georgin Tech, a student’s-
right to bear sums has been completely
revoked, and all over the counry handpins
and rifles are hecoming more and more
difficult to purchase and owi-  while
sales of handguns skyrocket making any
thought of collecting handguns from the
general populace amodern day hightmare,
There isno vigble solution to this dilemina.
Gun control lobbyists insist that dutlawing
guns will keep that drug addict orburgtar
out of their homes, when in fact it hus been
shown that the presence of hithdguns in thé
home deter crime.  Only one question
remains: When that masked man hirges
into your house with & gun or knite inhis
hand, will you detend yourself with equal
force or pray that he doesn’t Helieve in
killing? Will you lie on the floor, face
down with the wide, cold muzzleof a
shotgun at the back of ynur neuk and w}‘«-h
you had a gun?? core
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Nature is the Cultural H0r1zon

Tewarda Sustainable Agriculture o1

by Stephen Danyo 8¢

00D IS A WEAPON". said Earl L. Butz. former U.,S.
Secretary of Agricullure. He is right, it seems, as small
farms collapse under a (riple-threat of technocredit,
petrodoliars and agribusiness, all encouraged by current USDA
policies, These forces have driven farm Fumilies out of the
countryside and into the cities where, disconnected from their
familiar ways of life. isolution sets in. This wend has been
increasing most obviously since World War I1, and has now come
toahead. In 1974, only four percent of U.S, farms produced half
of all U.S. fanm products and less than a third of this four percent
-produced a third of all farm products, a fact hailed by Mr Butz as
a great human achievement, since, with his logic it follows **that
96 percent of America’s manpower is freed for food production” —
without asking what it may have been “freed” for, or how many as

a consequence have been freed (rom employment of any kind,™?
-Apart from the loss of, lor many, some contrel over their own

lives and their own farms, and the resulting imacroeconomic ripple’

effects of wnderempioymnent, the ecological effects of the
establishment of the corporate fam have been dire, Wes Jackson,
apermaculture farmer and researcher, wams thar the topsoil cannot
take the abuse: gentler, inore sustainable and self-sulficient methods
of farming are currendy avaikible — methods of production and
organization that are more productive than corporate farming —
that remain unutilized., except by.a very smail handful of Larmers.
What are someof these alternatives? What policies may be adopted
to encourage the formation of & new American agriculure along
sustuinable lines? Itmay be relevant to tirst look ala short history
of US. agriculiure; how did we gl 1o the simation at hand?

The Industrialization of Agriculture and the
Marginalization of the Family Farm:
the Roots of Current Policy

The tirst |w¥:nty years ol 1he twentieth century saw & near-
compeniion hetween sustadnuble (anning and an emergent
industrialized apriculture.  1n 191}, Frankiin King published
Farmers of Forty Centuries: Permanent Apriculture in
China, Korea and Japan. 1t showed how soil fertility was
preserved throughout 4000 yeirs of East Asian farming., This and
other booksof the time concentraled emithe holistic system dynamics
found in agroecosystems. While tiese kinds of hooks were being
published. new capitd-intensive wehnologivs began appearing in
the fiehds, Farmoers could now, through te iniracle of industrial
technolugy, increase their productivity by 20w 30 percent. Their
dercige grew, as the tew machines allowed them o work more
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further diminish the farm population. Thus the tendency, if nos the
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lind. " Growing urban populations demanded more food: U.S"ﬁ
farmers and govermment policy obliged. ﬁ
By the 1950s. “technological advances had caused a shift # ¥
mainstream agriculture, creating a system that relied of
agrichemicals, new [high-yielding] varieties of crops and labos .
saving. energy-intensive farm machinery.” These advances enable
MOROCIOPPING — growing the same crop every year on the sang
land — while government programs elaborated it by subsidizing. ¥
only a few major crops: wheat, comn and some other grains.
result was extensive soil erosion and agrichemical pollution o
water. According to Wes Juckson, the soil (which took 400 mlﬂmff
years to accumulate) is disappearing 25 percent faster than durmg
the Dust Bowl. The government’s response has heen to encourage

~

3
£

- “Tow Hll.” or “cultivating less and spraying more: the weeds tha .
- escape the tractor get blasted with Lasso or2,.4-D, To Jackson.the

Department of Agriculre™s logic scem::. worthy of the Penmgun.
‘We had to poison the soil 1o save it

The “purely™ economic costs of production were also hard-hit
between 1950 and 1985, interest, capilal-related expenses, and
manofactured farm inpots (chemical fertilizers, machinery,
pesticides, etc.) "almost doubled from 22 1642 percent, while [abor
and on-farm input expensies declined from 52 to 34 percent,”™ The
small, self-sufficient family farm. now very rare. is fodder form yihy
and remembrance, and culture is compromised. Even as early )
1948, “at the dawn of the chemical age, American faumers used 15
million pounds of insecticides and lost seven percent of their crops
winsects; today they use 125 miilion pounds and lose 13 percens,™

All of this stems {rom an overemphasis on production and
profit maximization (without the ecological and social costs)
tactored in), logically following from the corporate mindset and
organization — something not lost on the small fanner, and on
Wendell Berry:
[The] exclusive emphasis on production will accelerate the
mechanization and chemicalization of farming, increase the price _
of the lund. increase overhead mid operating costs, und thereby

intention, of Mr Buiz' s confusion of furming und war . is to complere
Ahe deliverance of American agricufture into the hands of
corporations,
This emphasis is what the Department of Agriculture catls
“full production,” a polite tenn on the surtace. that is reinforced by

STEPHEN DANY) is a graduate student in the TASP
departmant at Georgia Tech. He s a veteran writer for the
Nurth Avenue Review and will be teaching in the “Freshman
Experience” program this fall.
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overnment policies designed to help complete the deliverance,
irkpatrick Sule explains that

¢ Furmers Home Adminisiration underwrites lpans every vear
prerwhelmingly  for chemical-based, machine-intensive,
smocultural, and large-scale furms, thus
eiting the pattern for local bunks and credit .
institutions und also for equipment and
themical suppliers. And because federal
meds huve accointed one way or another
or between 200 und 40 percent of all furm
_dincome since 1955 —veasity the lurgest single
Tsource—what the Federal government does
is the single greatest element deiermining
the character of American agriculiure

IF government has played such a big
part in creating the '
1 carrent situation, then it can play just as big
apart in getting us out of it, and o a sustainable agriculture,
ldeally or ideadistic s this sounds, mayhe powerbrokers should he
given the henefit of the doubt; “as businessmen and politicians,
perhaps they did not know how strenuousty agricultural production
must be quiadified by the restraints and disciplines of soil maintenance
andeonservation. Perhaps they did notknow what *full production’
meuns in present practice — present technology. methods and
1 disciplines.... 1t means that production is being paid for, not just
with labor, money, and fuel, but with land.™

A Sustainabie Agriculture

A crude measure of agriculture’s unsustainability may be to
include in the cost of production the costs of the land’s degradation
and the small fammer’ s marginalization or obliteration. By including
thess costs we can see the true expense of corporate agriculture as
teing prohibitively expensive, The “full production™ agenda
produced more than food: it gave us depleted topsoil and poisoned
produce. Agribusiness’s argument that theirs is the most etficient
organization of production is fallacious,

But we do not even have to look at these externalities to find
sustainable furms that are, in comparison o corporate farming,
economically productive and worthwhile: we can compare using
the corporate yardstick. The Nasional Research Council’s Board
on Agriculture published a controversial study, Altemative
Agriculture, tinding. wmong other things, that "well-nanaged
farms growing diverse crops with little or no chemicals are as
productive and often more profitable than conventional | corporide]
farms.” The profilability is increased since production inputs are
much cheaper, This finding is supported by many other studies.
including one published in 1980 by the USDA called Report and
Recomnendations on Organic Farming, ‘Without including the
seologival and socil extemal Hies resulting from conventional or
corporate agriculfure, the sustainable fam is shown to have merit.

So what s sustainabie agriculture?

-
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...We had

o poison

the soil to ’
save it.’

According to ALTERNATIVE AGRICULTURE. sustunable

agriculture is "any system of food or fiber producton that
systematically pursues the following goals:

* More thorough incorporation of natural processes such
asnutrientcycles, nitrogen fixation,and pest-predator relationships
into the agricultural production processes;

*  Reduction in the use of off-farm inputs
with the greaiest potential to harm ihe
environment or the health of furmers und
consumers;

*  Creative and productive use of the
hiological und genetic potential of plant and
animal species;

Improvement in the match between
cropping patterns and the productive
potential and physical limitations of
agricultural tunds; and

*  Profitable and efficient production with
emphasis on improved furm management
und conservation of soil, waser, energy, and biological resources.

This litany captures the scientific requirements of a sustainable
agriculture as expressed by the National Academy of Sciences and
the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology. as well as
others. Butsome people such as EF, Schumacher, Wendell Berry,
Wes Jackson and Herman Daly also emphasize the attraction of
increased jobs created by appropriate technologies; and with the
arrival of many new jobs, the resulting positive impacts on
community health. Today we brag, as does former Agriculture
Secretary Clifford Hardin, about the fact that “only one person in
43 is needed to produce food,” liberating others to “become
doctors, teachers, shoemakers, janitors....”® But, embedded in this
brutal equation is the fact that some have been “liberated” from
employment altogether.  Another component of sustainable
agriculture is to base it aroumd local and regional needs and markets
— almost begging for an extensive system of small farms and
marketing cooperatives W exploit economies of scale at the
distribution level instead of at the production level,

Essentially, a sustainable agriculture system expands past athe
current one-dimensional focus of producing as much fanm product

. aspossible. Agribusiness’s materialist perspectiveeven counteracts

the two other purposes of agriculture, as noted by Schumacher; one
is "o keep man in touch with living nature, of which he is and
remains a highly vulnerable part;” the second is “to humanise and
ennoble man’s wider habitat.™ So far we have failed in these two
purposes, Humans are increasingly out of touch with nature; and
our wider habitat is contracting: “Before the Green Revolution
| whichintroduced westem industrialized agricultural technologies
and techniyues to the developing world) bulldozed them under,
30000 varieties of rice had been grown in India, and ethnobotanists
have reported more than tifty kinds of potato in a single village in
the Andes.™"?
Expanding past the material ist emphasis the industrial

gconotny  has placed on agriculture, und embracing the two
additional values thatshould be inherent in any agricuiture, involves
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YIS W LI (B IUCUOSYSIEMS CONEXually. SouU
scientists Reganold. Papendick and Parr,
writing in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
emphasize that sustainable agriculture *is
not so much a specific farming simtegy ag

il is a system-level approach to”

understanding the complex interactions
within agricultural ecologies.”  Wes
Jackson would agree. He tells the story of
abiology professor he had in college who
stressed that the wilderness should be the
model upon which we base agriculture:
< “nature is the cultural horizon. 2
But this is where the agreement may
stumble,  Sustainuble agriculture means
many different things, ranging from a few
“sustainable” lechnigues to something more
radical. In Jackson’s eyes, “nine tenths of
what huddles under the umbrella of
sustainable agriculture is *low input,” while
mayhe one tenth takes nature as its
model.*"® Instead of viewing the
agroecosystem holistically orcontextually,
the agriculturalist “seeks to homogenize
the environmenlt,” says Jackson. “When
youplow, you homogenize, because you’ve
destroyed the plint-soil interactions, plant-
waler interactions. And when yonmove to
a chemicad approach w agricultore, that's
turther homogenization, because you have
. the herhicides that knock out @l the
weeds.™" The homogenization of
apriculure and the environment his it least
patrt of its roots in the homogenization of
acidemics sand professions. or what Herman
Daly calls “disciplinolatry.” the
comparbnentalization of knowledge and
the universities, in which,” Berry writes
in The Unsettling of Awmerica,
“complementary. muoteally sustaining and
enrivhing disciplines are divided. according
to ‘professions,” into (regmented, one-gyed
specinlies.” The finad result has been the
specialization ol agriculture. which
sicrifices  biodiversity by exploiting
comparative advantage between only the
largest Garms — G that tend (o practice
monoculture,
IEWING THE AGROECG-
SYSTEM AS A CONTEXTUAL
SYSTEM INVOLVES., t Juckson,
psing Uk indigenous Americin prairic as i
wodel,  In practice. the agriculiunatly
prenluctive praivic. will be  somewhere
butween i natucd privricand the hestcurnent

organic and sustainable farms, Again,
nature is the model; and since a natural
state cannot be achieved, it hecomes the
“cultural horizon.” And closest to that

- herizon is the small owner-operated farm,
The farmer who lives on his land

presumably knows it best, There is no
widesprewd prescription that applies equally
to every farm. The family farm is best
prepared to enable and elaborate a
sustainable agriculture of any kind, given
the right incentives. policies and
commitment.

It is clear that a resurgence of family
farms does not necessarily mnean that the
farming will be sustainable, although it is
much casier t0 envision a sustainable
agricultural system with  small farms
producing for regional and local markets
than itisto imagine asustainzable system on
a very large farm that often focuses on
profit maximization. monocropping and
production for export. Inmoving toward a
sustainable agriculture, it seems an
important camponent would be the small,
owner-operated farm,  Marty Strange,
author of Family Farming: A New
Economic Vision. reports that from 1940
ty 1984, the return from gross farm income
drnatically decreased from 38 percent
seventeen percent, the same period tha
agricuiture became corporatized at the
expense of the family farm. Simifarly, a
1987 survey of 551 fJowan farns
demonstrates that large farms are both less

. profitable and less efficient. finding that

“per icre profits were greatest on farms of
only 180 to 499 acres, and smallest on
tarms of over HK) acres. This finding is
consistent with resulys from similar surveys
taken annually in lowa from 197610 1983,
They indicate that small farms also get
more crop eutpul per dollar invested., and
medium size tanns outpace the larger farms
in output per dollar expended.”™ So we
can see that the small farm. even without
the sustainable criteria, makes more
econanic sense than getting 50 percent or
more of our food from a mere four percent
of producers.  Still, vne of the most
important reasons large fums will tend
owiwrd the unsustainable is that ™ 75 percent
of the people who own fannland in the
United States are nol fanmers, and less than
half the land wn the Midwestern Corn Belt

is owned by farmers. Thus, those w

actually farm have little long-term interafe
in conserving the land for futuly,
generations.™® And it is precisely suchip
concemn for future generations whid,,
underlies any sustainability criterion 4y,

ethic. . £
d
What To Do? 1 2

~ Current policy is adead end. If lefi thi *
way it is, the topsoil will be furthy °
plundered, unemployment will persist a *
populations continue to rise, agribusines
will become more centralized (the !
production power and wealth being '
confined to a small minority), and the food
will suffer from the continued use of
chemiculture and the drawing down of
biclogical stock. Herman Daly reduces the
current set of policies to three interreluied
impacts: - ‘

|
The commitment to productivity reduces|
the need for farmers and depopulates the
rural area. The commitment to profiy
maximization, with prices not including,
socigd and ecological costs. leads
unsusiinable use of the land. The'
commitment 1o free trude [for comparative
advantagef leads o specialized production
for exportand, espevially in the iropics, io
the inabitity of rural peoples to feedi
themselves.V '

Specifically, there are four arcas whereby
the government has handed agribusiness
the advantape, giving “impets 10 e
constant process of industrislization and
corporite control: 1) agricultural suppun !
programs that encourage MONOCTOPPIng |
and off-farm inputs. 2) tax policies tud
subsidize capital investment in agriculiure .
(which leads tonon-fanmersowning farms), |
3) labor policies in the agriculiural sector, '
and 4)the research orientation of the USDA
and of the land grantcolleges that reinforee
current unsushiinable practices and
techniques,™® |
The queston then becomes, How can
policy be created that would enable the |
small farmer to operite an economically
and environmentally sustainabke farm®?
Tax oil, as well as pesticides and ,
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ertilizers, to include Lhe externadities that
industrial agriculture does not yet include.
hpyuing & “cheap food policy to the
axclusion of other important goals cheapens
e land and the community. Corporate
‘Hiarms would then have an incentive to
discontinue or reduce unsustainable
monocropping.  Taxing oil would also
promote the development of other
technologies suchias wind and solarpower,
and taxing chemicals would encourage
linereased use of on-farm inputs. The
playing field. as it were, would be made
dmore level, as comparative advantage
would become prohibitively expensive,
j allowing the small farm to compete with
+fl apribusiness,
i#  Farmer-owned cooperatives could also
e help levet the playing field by providing
d‘ access w0 information about sustainable
furming. as well as access to markets, credit.
and appropriate technologies. Wecantake
5| a him from some farmer-to-fanmer
networks, such as the Practicid Fanners of
lowa, who have agreed W research and
demonstrate sustainable techmologies on
their lund. Promoting developments such

b

L .

in educating the farmer — and, more
importantly. learning from him or her, In
generad, oftering low-cost credit wo those
wanting toestablishowner-operated farms
would help, instead of the federal
government's cumrent expenditures beiny
tocused on big tanns expansion —
expenditures which could be cut in half,
according to Marty Strange.

Lender-nwned land taken from failed
family farms should be put back on the
resale market for small furmers 10 use.
Congress has already established various
programs to help facilitale this, but so far
the programs have not heen widely
implemented,

Incentives for monocropping - shnuld
be abolished. The cument federal fanm
progriuns  support prices  for a small
number of crops such as com and other
feed grains, wheat. cotton and soyheins,
receiving “roughly three fourths of all U.S.
crop subsidies and account  for
approximately two thirds of cropland use.
The lack of price supports tur other crops

-agribusiness to destroy the small

as these types of networks will be valuable

effectively disénumges farmers  from
rolating theircrops and from planting green
manures. Instead it gives them powerful

__incentive fo prictice monocultureto achieve

maximum yields and profits.”1?

Research conducted by l‘md grant
colleges and the USDA needsto be weeded
of its agribusiness funding that reinforces
the statiis guo. Up until now, research has
focused on the development of chemically
intensive technologies for perpefuating
grain monocultures?®  Research sould
revolve around sustainability issues. and

there is adearth of such research, although

pockets of stalwarts such as Wes Jackson
continue to increase the knowledge base.

The Culture of Agriculture

o If foud is a weapon wielded by
farm
(and with it any chance of sustainable
agriculture), then the deferise may lie in
new governinenl policies that woild
encourage sustainable practices. Before
that, however, Berry argues that there must
be aspiritual revotution among indi viduals,
He identifies our current agricultural
malaise as fundamentally a cultural
problem, with & cultural remedy.

We are cuting thoughilessty, us no other
entire society even hus been able todo. We
are eating —drawing our lives out of onr
lund—thouphilesshy. If we study carefully
the implications of that, we will see that the
agricultural crisis is ot merely amuaiter of
supplyund demand to be remedied by some
chunge of government policy or some
technological “breakthrough.” ltisacrisis
of culture 2!

He is identifying the consumer’s place and
responsibifity in all this. I"we do not
demind achange inthe role of producers of
food, we will be pothing but consumers,
consuming labor, land. and eventually
ourselves. There are twoather obstacles i
a creation of sustainable, small-scale
agriculture, according w Berry: famming,
like teaching. has a low level of social
respect, and second,“alterahalt century of
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industrial agriculture, farmers of any kind
have become a tiny minority, and good
farmers tare.”  But even then, argues
Jackson, there are enough farmers out there
doing good, sustainable Earming that we
already have mostofthe needed inspiration.
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response to both the
apathy at Tech and
also the general
“hitchy " attitude of
the student body,
and how 1 think
things can improve
through the North
Avenue Review.
There are a great
number of
completely
unproductive
attitudes at Tech which seem to clash with
students” knowledge of some of the
problems #nd even, from what I've found,
asort of contradiction since most sfudents
do wish that things here were hetter, Many
people feel helpless and left out, so now
here’s your chance (o express your views.,
Tech has so many diverse people, so why
do we isolate ourselves culturally,
ethnically, religionsiy and politically and
then complain that we aren’t able o meet
other kinds of peopie? We as students
don’t have isolite ourselves, and we
shouldn't. After working for NAR | Ihave
tound that it has helped me in solving this
problem that we ar Tech have hecotne so
famous for griping about, and 1 think it
could help you roo.
Apathy at Tech (from what I've leamed) is
at an alkume high. Students donr’t see
what's around them, they really don"tseem
tocare. People spend the majority of their
time complaining about things that affect
them inadverse ways but don’tdo anything
about them. and T am fust as guilty as the
next person.  People hide themselves in
their dorm rooms with a computer or a
bottte because there is nothing on campus
thatinterests them. and thatattitude MUST
change. After working for NAR  and
writing articles ahout anything at all that
interests me or hothers me at Tech. T have
found thar there are many wonderful
opportunities at this schoal that challenge
Tech’s wide variety of students to get
involved, and they would benefit from
your own individual views: 1 urge the
student hody to take off the blinders they
potintheir FASET packs and look because
there wre opportunities out there, NAR iy
the perfect instrument for finding other
organizations and people that you may
hatve some common interests with, since its
stadtand readership has many diverse views
and interests, And, of course, NAR isa
preat ol lor allowing you as writer to
cxpress your most personal opinions and
Lo shire them with others who WANT 10
heiar them,

Get I.n_volved Or Shut Up

an editorial by Michael Piasecki

The majority of Tech's students and the
campus itself are generally considered to
be conservative, and the fact that in the past
NAR has been Inbelled a “lefi-wing rag,”
has deterred many people from this school
from writing for it. Well, I am here to tel)
you that NAR urges people from ALL
hackgrounds and persuasions to write for
it; conservatives have opinions, and NAR
welcomes themn with open arms, [ dare
Tech’s conservative majority 1o write o
NAR ; its very simple: if you like it, then
youshould contribute to make iteven better,
and if you don’t like it, tell us and HELP us
change by voicing your opinions and ideas
for change init. Wereally do feel strongly
about this, and we feel that NAR can be
used as a stepping stone from just one
publication that you may or iy not agres
with to many of the pressing things at Tech
that affect you as a student and as a person.
Possibly the favorite pastine of Tech's
student body is to bitch and complain, and
this worthless and unproductive activity
mustchange. It students have the energy to
see what hothers them, then we should
channel their energy toward voicing these
opinions to those who make the decisions.
It"s very funny and ironic that everyday |
see and hear many intefligent people
wasting valuable lime complaining about
things thait saire certainly within the reach of
change and nothing is done. Simple
complaining that “Tech sucks™ just won’t
do - your college life is what you make of
it, and if you wimp out by not getting
involved, then yourcollege experience will
be un unattractive and unmemorable one.
NAR isapublication which can open your
gyes to many of the things at Tech that you
may like hut have never heard of, soIdon™t
want {0 hear that “Tech sucks“any
more. [f's completely up to you,

The Olympiad is coming. and do you think
thut when all of these different people trom
a wide and diverse range of cultures come
to this sthoal they are going to appreciate
the destructiveand apathetic attitnde that is
occupying it? Many people will come here
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and think that the
students who created
this monsier are &
bunch of red-neck
ignorant Aunericans,
rather than open-
minded, and active
Americans.
students may notcars
what people  think
about this schoul,
because many of you
are only here to got
your degree and pet
out, but I care a lot and there are actually a
good number of students who also care and
want to show the world some of the things
at Tech that make it worthwhile, like NAR
. [only hope thatstudents see the Olympiad
as an opporwunity to showcease this school,
a8 well as learn from the expedence of
being exposed to many lifestyles that are
very different from yours but quite possibly
more appealing than the “boring™ vne you
have enslaved yourself in at Tech.

So, in closing, [ do feel that Tech may be

the perfect place for students to close

themselves off and not get involved with
anything, especinlly a publication which
serves your needs and alows you as an
individual o still feel asense of heing apan
of something. But thatcan change, all you
have o dois want it to by getting involved,
Land the staff of NAR welcome anyone o
write torthis magazine, [t will help to open
your eyes, earich your life at Tech, and
alivw you to share with us what you think
is special and differemt ahout you. |
challenge, no dare the student body of
Tech to get involved, because from whit
['ve seen I don't think you are capable,
so prove me wrong! There are some
wonderful things happening ar Tech that
you don't see hecause you have blinded
yourselves, and it you sit on your ass you
will miss them and lose your College
Expertence while on the road 10 a degree
and a job. College is about leamning,
experimenting and experiencing, and if
you quit by locking yourself up with
excuses, then you will notonly missouton
the opportunity to enrich yourself, but you
willlose the chance to share with the rest of
us what things make you an individuat, and
then Tech will have meant even less than
you complain about if to be.

Editors' Note: Mr. Piasecki is 1 writer
for the North Avenue Review . His
opinionsare not neceessarily the opinions

56

Many

of any other members of the NAR staff, |



4Can “Slick Willie” Win in 927

“Sn. who you voling for?
Readly!! Yenu, well, | was for Tsongas in
the beginning, then | even thought about
Geuorge Bush, for half-a-second. but then 1
decided that my only option in the 1992
O e is Bill Clinton.  Yea, [ know: | don’t
A8 really like him either: butcome on, he's the
W only shol the country’s got!™

Do these words sound famifiar?
To many Americans, this is exacliy the
type of sentiment that just may sweep Bill
Clinton intu the Oval Olfice. Yel.even as
the Presidential frontnmner. Bil) Clinton is
still not the favored son of the American
chevtorate, Why not?! Bill Clinten s 4
progressive,  middle-class, moderage
Demogral running, against @ incumbent
President that America hlames for her
evonomic woes, her lack of Jedication (o
education, and ahost of other problems that

has the Amerivan citizenry up inaems! 1s

Bill Clinton really such an undesirable
candidate that the American public, and
even many ardent Democrats, feel that
voting for him is just the “lesser of two
evils?”

No. Bill Clinton s an excellent
candidate that many Americiuts recognize
as right in step with their values and their
vision for Americi, Then why is “Slick
Willie " still known as the slightfy better of
the twu choices (a tenn also attributed to
Michael Dukakis during the J9¥3
Presidentisl Ravce)?

This stigmais nod the tauk ol Bill
Clinton. ur even any ol his PR wizirds
running his cunpaign for President. Bill

(Thank God)

by Tom Kemp

Climon is the victim of i ugly mood that
has swept through American with 2a
vepgeance in 19920 This is a4 mood that
hegan in 1968 with the death of Robert
Kennedy. the reelection of Richard Nixon
in 1972, the failed Presidency of Jimmy
Carter in 1YR0, and the end of the high-
rolling., gun slinging timex we called the
[98¢7s. No one is satistied anymnore; the
spunk and puke have gone out of
Presidential elections. No one feels like
they huve a stake in the destiny of the
country.

Now, I'm not saying that this
trend in the American political mood is
here to stzy: on the contrary, [ helieve that
the American public will hop on their
favored bandwagon again, yell giddy-up
Silver (or Bill, or George. or..heaven

HOUSE OF POLITICS

A look ahead to the November election
by staff members Tom Kemp and Joseph
Stallings Cindy Crawford not

included

forhid... Teddy). and take the American
electorul pracess hy the homs. Bt for
now, Bill Clinton and George Bush must
live in the specter of a dying optimism
knownas the American democratic process.
T1'1l be fun to see who has enough brassand
balls to pull out a win in November.

Oh. and by the way, that first part
1 wrote about “Indecision "92.” that's not
the game for me. 1've bean 2 Bill Clinton
supportersince Augustof last year. Go get
‘em, Shick Willie! See y’all in the White
House come this November!

Tom Kemp is the Undergraduete Trevsurer for
Student Govermment, uswellus being o “yellow
duwg Democrar.” Mr. Kemp ey be reuched
Jorconect orcomment bymuil: 11 142 Georgia
Tech Station;, Atlenta 30332,

Clinton or Bush? {or how | learned to stop worrying and

look forward to the November elections)

Belore [ begin. let me sity that in this
article, { am aer going o el you which of
the candidares for the U.S. Presidency |
will beendorsing in November. Thisarticle
should nutbe seen asaNew York Times op-
edl. 5o you will just have 1o wail - inexabted
anlicipation - for the next edition of the
North Aventie Review w hit the stnds
hetore [ ell you why 1'm voting for Bill
Clinton (just kidding...or am I'). Instead.
I"d like (o give you some guidelines - some
advice. il you wiil - as you prepare for the
big decision you will have o muke in
November, For | know that many of you

by Joseph M. Stallings

have only recently tumed L¥ yewrs of age.
or that you were not old enough to vote in
the GrearCampaign of 1988, In November
1992, then, you shall have the chance to

" lose your election-virginity once and for

all. And what a greatrace "92 is stacking up
to be, huh?! .

Q.X.. the basics first: VOTE,
VOTE, VOTE. Like eating Quaker
oatmeal, its just sinply the right thing to
do. Why! Weil, 1 can think of i number of
pretty good reasons why you need to goto
the polls: First, if you don’ ¢ vote, you have
no right W complain about your
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government. Instead. you will be despised
and viewed as belonging to that coveted
group. the “apathetic masses” So even if
youd rather sit through reruns of Ginme A

Break! for weeks rather than vote forany of - |
the given candidates and/or their parties.._

you can af least cast a “no vote,” Or you
could write-in Dick Nixon. OrOtis Nixon.
Or Dick Van Dyke. Just as long as you
vote, I'H be happy.

Second. your vote can make a
difference. Did you know that in 1960,
John F. Kennedy defeated Richard M,
Nizon by a mere 112881 votes (out of
nearly 69 miilion cast) 7 Do you realize
that if only 4508} voters in Illinois and
28,000 in Texas had changed their minds
and decided to vote for Tricky Dick. that
there would be no Camelot? No Jackie Q..
or Oliver Stone? Y8721 assassination
experts would he out on the streets looking
for jobs (now THAT's scary). and my
private library at home would be reduced
to ahout four books (not including my
Kissinger books - [ never count works of
tiction when counting the hooks in my
library).

Finally, waside from going to
church, its the only noble way to skip out
onclasses and not Feel guilty about itin the
morning. Plis you get those neat lile
stickers thatsay |HAVE VOTED - HAVE
YOU? Guys: put this dandy little sticker
aver your nostrils, pointtoitas you proudly
stroll down campus, and appear well-
inforned by purchasing, and then sporting,
a USA Today 1992 Election Handbook
rolled upin the front pocket of your cut-of
Duckheads. The girls go nuats!

Another golden ruvle, one that is
far oo often neglected, is the notion that
when you cast your vote, you itrenot voting
tor i man (or soon., a woman), but z set of
ideas, of principles. The faulty logic of the
converse of this rule usually goes as such:
"L support gayrights, Bill Clinton supports
gay rights. Bill Clinton and I support gay
rights. umta one issue voier. Therefore,
m ovoting for Bilt Clinion - un ardent
supporieraf yavrights.” O.K. butdoyou
think evervene in Climon s While House is
going (o be pro-gay rights? Letsberealistic
here. Do you really think that the young
Biil Climon sat down one day and said,
“Daunmit! I've gotto help the homosexuals,
[ts it shine the wity they e treated in this
country!™ We both know that when Al
Gure and Elvis get o the While House,
they ') sitaround Late at night. chew the fat
with their Washington buddics, and laugh

at all of the people who voted for them

_hecause they thought Clinton and Gore, as

individuals, would make adifterence. Does
Clinton care about minorities? Does Bush
care about the unbom? About the religious -
right? Of course not. This would imply
that politicians have passions and moral
convictions, which of course, they do not.
[f they did, they would he teaching high
school in South Eentral or paving cement
roads in Somalia,

So forget what the candidate said
last Tuesday. or what the candidate did five
years apo and instend take a look at the big
picture. In what broader direction does the
Bush campaign or the Clinton campaign
want want to take the country? Whatkinds
of people are supporting either caunpaign?
Are these the kinds of people that you tend
to associate with? Do they like the same
music that you tend 1o lister to. Are these
the kinds of people who share the same
beliefs and values as you do? Thatl, my
triends, is what really matters.

Finally. some incoherent closing
thoughts: inmy estimation, when you vote
for George Bush, you are voting for
conservatism, pragmatisin.and gradualism.

"It you think, “hey - I like the direction

America is going in - 'm proud of my
president and my country - and 1 feel good
ahout the tuture,” then by George, Bush is
your man.. Ruh ! Rah! Four more years!
On the other hand, when you vote tor Bili
Clinton. you iure voting for progressivisin,
liberalism, and activismr.  You tend 1o
think, “hey - this country could be a helluva
lotbetter, and I think we need change.” Go
Elvis!

So pay very little attention all of
those nit-picky New York Times editorials’
thar say George Bush cun never be a great
president because of his bonehead Vice-
President, or because he is the only
Amnerican Presidentin history tohave been
spoofed in amajor {iim while he was still in
the White House or bt Bill Clinton would
spend ton much time on sux instead the
affairs of stare. Oh Gud, and please. no
more of the tired "I didn"tinhale™ jokes. So
Bill Clinton smoked doub in the 1960,
Who didn't? Who cares!? He probably

“ thought Grand Funk Railroad and Manfred

Mann were cool, W, Does this make him

" evil? [don™t think so...then again, 1 vored

for Dukakis in 8. s0 what do | know,
right?
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Notes

' Please do not misinterpret this as
implying that vou should vote Lhree 1imes for
your candidate, which of course wauld be
illegal. The LLS. Conshution provides vne
vole per persun - no cheating allowed. ¢ K. so
it may be true that in Daleyite Chicago, dead
people ruse from their geaves to go wut ta City
Halt and vote forthe Democrats. Hut that was
before 1968, when Dick Nizan cleuned up
politics and made the profession respectable
again. )

2, Moare un Lhts alter you freshmen
have had your first Polilical Science course
Gie. POL 1251), st which point you witl make
the leap into political adulthood by asking yuar
POL professor, “why wre Aswrivans se
apctietic when it comes to voting " If your
prufessor’s reply consumessy beast 20minutes,
and if your professor managesiouse “apathy™,
“Reagan™, and “tievrgia Tech” in the same
sentence, then it would probably do yau welta
make i point teattend every single cliss forihe
remainder of the yuarter (and (o treat your
professar to Pero's af least unce w month until
yuou graduate ).

A Thewdore HL White, The Making of
the President {9611 Bouk-of -the-Muonth Club,
19613p. ix

4 A simiar misapplication of logic,
analuguus to the preceding argument, is what
has been called the “Doming’s Pizza
Syadrome.”™  For instance, a distinguistied
colleague of mine, who, incidentally, is an
ardent supporter ofthe pro-choive movement,
refuses W purchase a pizza from Donsino’s
becuuse the CEQof Donuno’sisa suhstaarial
vontgibutur fo 1the miditarstic, pro-life group,
Operativn Reseone. Bul, again, this is faully
reasoning. You cannot attribute the Domimes
CEOs position anuae issue to be representative
uf the organization as awhole. | would wager,
in fact. that for every [ pru-lifers employed
by 1 Jomine’ s, there are a hundred pro-choicers
(this does not include the delivery buys, who
don™t know the difference belween Lhe (wo,
Fust kadding, Dad D). Nuw [ ook i my colleagae
across the room, who because of his sincere
but misapplied political senfiments. canmy
have the [Domino™s pizza he wants 5o hadly
nght now. Pour puy.

5. And when you read nsy articles,
your are bombarded by words ending in “ism.”
And lulx of needless fuotnotes, ko,

6. This makes nie lauph every dam
fime [ thuink abowt i, Net even Reagan could
pull of this feat. [magine that! Incidentally,
the movie in question was the box-ufTice
souwsh the Nouked €rin 2 12 The Smell of
Fear, starring Lestie Nietsen and Priscilla
Presley. By the way, the actur wha
punitayed Rush in the Naked Uun 2 112 is
the same actor who siars ax the dark, evil
galactic empeeor iy The Empire Strikes Back
and Roturn of dhe Jecdi. The trony is

stunruag, isa’hie?
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Winnle The Pooh
A A. Milne (Decorations by Ernest H. Shepard)
E P Dutton & Co 1926

Whatnots and Efceleras; These siorfes conlfaln a
Sy Old Bear With No Brain Al Al a cocky Rabbit, a Grey
Curmudgeon Ot A Donkey, the Wise and Grand Owl Who
] Covid Spell, the Cowardiy And Hyperactive Piglet, and the
Omnipotent Liitle Boy (Young Mr. Robin). They remind one
surprisingly of various characlers in the Here And Now,
Some fo'ks are Pooh-like, others ars Donkey-ish. | have
some FAabbit-ish friends and some Owl-ey ones, oo, | wil
ok forward to reading Winnie to my kids, and by then Ilhe
Teanage Mutant Ninja Turlles will be long gone. TP

The Book Of Laughter And Forgetting
Mian Kundera
Penguin Books 15980

One must grow weary, this aleclion year, of
hearlng people complain about ‘politics’, thal supposedly
dgistasteful activily that only the naurotics or the
powermongers  engage in. These non-pelilicals fail fo
ealive that il s a luiury to not have to pay altention to
issues of governance. They also fail to acknowledge that
pefitical dynamics are at work in the pulpt on Sundays, in
the bed with loved opes, in lhe aisles at the grocery slore,
 fhe car on the highways, and on the playground ai the day
tare center.  The main message of this book, a sublly
conceived theme, is that politics is personal. The first page
has Mirek saying “the struggle of man against poweér is the
stuggle of memory against forgetting.”  Kundera sxplores
goncapts of history (“the fleeling novelly ol todays media
penrayais”), existential dread (litost - “a state of tormanl
caused by a sudden insight inle one's own miserable self”),
love [based on .unwrillen conventions rashly agreed upon
by the fovers during the first weeks™), youth [“they are
pel uniled by a march, like seldiers..dhey are united by a
dance, like children.”}, and much more. Best of all,
Kundera does this wilth the mid 20th Century Czechoslovak
poiical turmoil as a backdrop.  The centerpisce Is the
prliics of interpersonal  relationships, both real and
imagined.  [t's fiction of very high caliber. TP

Work Of  Natlons:
Contury Capitalism
Robart B. Reich

Allrsd A. Knopf 1991

Preparing Ourselves for  21si

Must R_eads.

Although we are losing the war between high-tech visual media and print
media, we faithfully present here a compendium of selected books suggested
by members of the Georgia Tech community. Each reviewer was asked to
profile three books that meant a great deal to him or her. Dig in.

Robert Reich, a political economist at Harvard,
has synthesized the neo-liberal analysis of our economic
woes and offered some important remedies.  Through his
masterful writing and insightful statistical analysis, he
convincingly delivers a thesis that has Bush advisors
dropping by his office for guidance {New York Times dale
} - yes, Reich, the old friend of and advisor to one BIll
Clintan.

“What's good for GM is good for the cduniry,” Or
so goes the the 1950's cliche. Reich explains th¢ imporance
and validity of the 'global economy' concept and points to
the demise of sconomic nafionalism, An excellent example
is the Ponitac LeMans automobile. O the $20,000 one pays
for It, 6,000 goes to South Karea for labor, 3,500 goes to
Japan for parts, 1,500 lo Germany for design, and 1,400
goas to Taiwan, Singapore, Ireland, Britain, and Barbados
for small componenis, marketing, and data processing.
8,000 goes to Detrcit. fI's not so clear that 'Buy American
for America’ means Honda or Penliac. The tramsition from
high volume (sleel, plastics, chemicals, textiles] o high
value has foresd specialization, a change from mass
production to customized production, It is this widely
agreed upon observalion that suggests the U.S. musi
develop its permanent resource - peopls - because capital
and technology are mobile. Relich suggests thal we ought
not to compele with Singapors or Thailasd in low wage
fabor, rather, we ought to maintain our skilled sectors by
way of & strong educatlon syslem. Work Of Nalions,
thankfully, offers 1he sound reasoning behind the somelimes
perceptive Democratic  ecopomic  plan  not  avallable in
superficial campaign [iterature. ™

The Conquest of New Spain
Bernal Diaz
(1568] Penguin; 1963

This is a much ignored classic of European llerature,
It tells the greatesi adventure story in  history; lhe
conquest and desiruction ol an empire of 20 millian people
by a band of 500 Spaniards. [ gives meaning tc the phrase,
"truth is stranger than fietion."  JLT

The Open Society and Iis Enemias
Karl  Popper
{1943) Princeten University Press: 1971, 2 vols.
An intelligent defense of the West and Westemn
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ideals without the snivelling of D'Souza and the “family
valugs” gang. Shovld be read after making lha acquaintance
+ of Plato, Aristolle, Hegel, Marx, and Nietzche (at the very
least). JLT

-
-

My Traitor's Heart
Rian Malan

—

! havent decided whether Malan is merely a racist or a lar

too, but this bosk contains exiraordinary information,

about tribal viclence in South Africa. How you inlerpret it
depends on how much of a racist or Har you are too. Tast
yourself, JLT

Gravity's Rainbow
Thomas Pynchon
(1972} Banlam: 1975 7?7
GTEC: PZ4 P997 GR

Physically demanding. A chronicle of the nuclear
age’'s bicth from the psychosexual womb of the human
male, this voluminous novel has been embraced as cna of
the century’s groundbreaking works, on the same level as
Ulysses or Moby Dick = although it's also been orilicized
as an unreadable pornography of hislory. The main storyline
with which the book is obsessed follows xxx on a cross-
continental journey at the close of the second world war's
European theatrs, in search of a new German ssacret
weapon, the V-2 rocket's legical extension.  The human
penis? Or the ICBM?  Ahem. The novel would remind us,
in possession of those small voices deep inside our minds,
"Whal's the difference?” With such an ambiguous, sfream-
of-conscicusness prose, any Interprefatien could be wed
to a supporting argument, even if it is a shofgun marriage.
Luckily, the reader gels to play the marriage counselor, of
the adullerer.  SJD '

5t. Manuel Bueno, Martyr
Migusl de Unamuno

A saintly priest harbors a deep secre! in this short
story from turn of the century Spain. A visiling
cosmopolitan atheist and the smail-town priest engage In
debate, with the sectet finally revealed. So what is 1? The
idea of God is more powerful than God could ever be. SJD

Bread and Wine

IgnaZlo  Silons

{193x; revised 195%) Time; 195x

GTEC: FZ3 .85855 BH2 _

A young, legendary [Italian revolutionary = goes
underground (disguised as a vacalioning priesl) in a small
Abruzzi village to avoid Mussclini's fascistas in  pursuit.
My favorite novel, It involves the immense landscape of
which the currenl of human life is concerned: (ove, youth,
Catholicism, socialism, fascism, patriotism, peasants and
farming. indwiduality, collectivily and co-operation . . . in
swm, ihe bread and wine of experience. SJD

In Bluebeard’s Castle: Some Notes Topwards the
Redetinition of Culture
George  Steiner
Yale Umversity Press 1971
Perhaps the most important book i've read in a long

time, in Bluebsard's Castls fs an extraordinary [ntellect,
examination of the nature of Western culture and |
futwre. It is in some ways a response to an extension of 1,
Eliot's Noles towards the Definition of Culture. The wit a
wisdom of Steiner's analysis, based upon an encyclupeﬁ
knowledge of history, literature, music. art, politics
philososphy, are astounding. Also the book serves as:
introduction to Steiner's other work, which is just u
brillianl and insightful as Bluebeard's Castle. In an &
where 1t Is impossible fto have read everylhing, - Sleiw:
saems fo have done s0; he can serve as an intellectual m
model for all of us. RA : ' I
Tha  Autoblography eof Malcolm X !
as told lo Alex Haley
Ballantine Books 1965

it is now possible to reflect. upon the Civil Righ
Movement of the 1960s and avaluale its imporly
successes and seemingly inherent shortfalls.  The ang
and impalience of many younger African-Americans &

4

Increasingly reflected in  the widespread distribution ¥

Malcolm X paraphernalla. Because Malcolm X is a2 figuy
associated with the movement who instifls fear and in
middle-class white suburbia  which  misunderstands ¢
ramains fgnorant of him, it Is exceedingly impariant ih
avaryone read his story o understand this historia
figure. Befors he died Malcolm X said that the Americy
press would demonize him and distort his views aftar hi
death, leaving him with a place In history and in the mink
of white America that he did nol deserve. Judging from t
respanse of most peopls | know the recent popular’tly of
man and his writings, he was right.  RA

Howards End
EM. Forster
Vintage International 1810 _
Forsler is one of the most brilllant English noveliss

of our ceatury, and Howards End is an appoprial
introduction 1o his several and varied books. A call |
people of differont backgrounds to “copnect® emotionaly
the novel crilically examines English social convention
and the bankruptey of Edwardlan morality.  The recen
film, aithough direcled masterfully by James Ivory, ca
not do justice 1o Forster's maslerpiece. RA
The Autoblography of Maleolm X
as fold to Alex Haley
New York, Bailantine, 1973

if Malcolm X survived the falal attack made on him i
Harlem's Audubon Baliroom in 1965 he would only be
sixty-seven years old today, a year younger — iU's worlh
noling — than the curent presidenl. There may not be much
peint in lamenling what might have been had Malcofm X
lived, though il sesms almost impossible to avoid. Tha
Malcolm X's life and philosophy was often’ disturbing and
somefimes contradictory was something he was deeply
aware of, In fact the compelling reason for the
Autobiography is’ that, as an Alrlcan-American,- he el
that his iife could hardly have been othorwise. His
accusalions and his language are defiberately strong am
his views, particularly about women, are sometimes
troubling. But those who choose to make the details of
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Ces life and language an issue, are avoiding a more
Hnificant concern:  that in 1992, so many of his
Abservations are still on the mark. AR '

D'Urbervilies

bondon; Osgood, Mclivaine, 1891

3 When | first read Tess ! was a first year biology
tudent with no inkling that I'd end up teaching English
Sterature.  While | may not have fully understood the
hook, it was an enormously powerful work that taught
me the value of fiction.  Hardy's insight into the
victimization of a woman by social forces, institutional
morms, and accidents of time and place tannot help but
smove the reader. Most readers are aware that Tess is
stiomatized for having been the victim of raps, but
ardy wants his readers to understand Tess's dilemma
even broader terms. Tess wanis to keep her “maiden
gname, Durbeyfield, but in order to comply with social
istandards, must give it up when she eventually marries.
By taking her husband’'s name — and becoming Mrs.
D'Urberville — Tess relinquishes her identity as an
Windividual entirely and thus is ultimately lost. AR

3 Animal Physiolagy: ~ Adaptation and
A Environment

4 Knut  Schmidt-Nielsen

d Cambridge: ~ Cambridge University Press, 1975

Good textbooks are very rare. They are part of a
genre of writing that is, by turns, derided, disdained,
dismissed and discarded. Inevitably, the victims of
textbooks are students who generally pay too much for
books that offer far too little. Schmidt-Nietson
H addrasses this problem in his preface and goes on 1o
offer a textbook that is engaging and exciting.
Physiclogy, though ‘only” a textbock, asks students to
tecognize organismal complexity and interdependency.
Tre book succeeded in the way that all textbooks should:

a] it sought to strengthen my analytical skills in a way

that went beyond any one discipline.  Nevertheless, it
I8 a fextbook, so readers may want to turn to Schmidt-
Nielson's How Animafs Work for a condensed and mors
popular treatment of the subject. AR

The Machinery of Freedom, 2nd Edition
David Friedman

Subtitled as a guide to radical capitalism, the
author describes his  political outlook as anarcho-
capitalism.  If you want to know how the FDA is Kiling
you, why government controls, protections, and social
wallare programs do. more harm than good {and usually
hut the poor most) and what you could do about it this
book ofters some important insights. FAIR WARNING:
Republicans, Democrats, and other proponents of state

sociafism may not be happy about it  CM

Animal

Ethical Issues In Sexuality and Reproduction
Margot Joan Fromer _
Analyses of various aspects and issues regarding
sex, sexuality, and reproduction according to the
principles of rational ethical theories commenly
employed in bioethics.  More thought-provoking than
definitive, but that was the author's goal. I you are
unaccustomed to thinking about ethics, | believe it is
fime you did. The first two chapters discussing what
ethical theories are and how they apply to sex and
reproduction are probably the most important for
encouraging you to consider your ethical relationship
to others. CM
Persistence of Vision
Varley :
A collection of loosely related short science fiction
stories by John Varney: 1) they're good stories; and
2) they take account of the fact that social institutions
are products of their times too, so that in radicaily

The
John

. different times, places, and situations you will find
radically different societiss, customs, views, and
relationships.  So much for “tragitional” tamily values,
CM
Gumby: The Authorized Biography

by Art Clokey
Harmony Books

Perhaps the most shocking, scandaious text of tha
decade, this pulp goes one step beyond detailing the
behind-the-scenes mayhem of America's favorite TV
show! RATING: 5 stars out of 5. JL
Parliament of  Whores
P.J. O'Rourke
Atlantic  Monthly Press

QUOTE: “God is a Republican, and Santa is a
Democrat,” Far a further explanation, and a guillotine
TV dinner good time, read this book. RATING: 5 stars
out of 5. JL

Book of the Subgenius
J.R. "Beob" Dobbs
Simon and Schuster, Inc.
More powsrful than a legion of Jim Bakers with
Marital Aids, this book has aiready changed your iife.

AWAKE! FHead about the One True Religion, before it's
too late. RATING: 5 pipes out of 5. JL
The  Fever

Wallace Shawn

Did you ever see the movie My Oinner Witl
Andre? It had two guys sitting at dinner, talking fo
two hours. Remember the weenie guy Wally — the one
who was having the dinner with Andre?  Well jt turn
out that Waily is really Wallace Shawn, and he's no
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just a wennie after ali:
The script of his most recent play, The Fever, is out
now in book form and it's absolutely worth getting. The
Fever is a one-person two hour play. (So ft's only two
“hours of reading). -

To give you a sense of what a~knockout book this is,
six months ago | saw a woman read The Fever out loud
to an audience as sort of religious “service, in a Quaker
meeting house. She explained that she'd seen Wally
Shawn perform it live and was so moved that she
actuaily felt religiously called to perform the play.
Think about it — this woman, who had never read in
front of a crowd before, had a life changing experience
due ta this play. I don't know of any higher
recommendation than that. JC

Ceremony
Leslie Marmon Silko

Ceremony is so good that I've kept it on the most
prominent place of my bookshelt for about two years
now. It's a novel centering around the crisis faced by
a young Navaho vet named Tayo, who's been discharged
from the army aler WWI|. Tayo suffers from
shallshock triggered by seeing his brother die during
the war, but it's clear that the effects of another, more
crushing war are being confronted, too — the war with
the United Stales fought only 80 years earlier. Tayo
refuctantly seeks a Navaho man, who's living in the
hills overlooking Gallup, New Mexico. The ceremony
he undergoes to heal himself is the spiritual focus of
the story. -

Leslie Marmon Silko, one of the two or three
foremost Native American writers alive today, wriles
beautifully and clearly. Her points in Ceremony are
made more by coaxing and example than by hitting the
reader over the head with the obvious injustices dong
to Native Americans. But as smart as her writing is,
| come back to this book over and over to see the six
most terrifying pages I've ever read, in which the
medicing man Betonie tells the story of how
"witchcraft” set the modern age in motion. It's a
pretty fine metaphor for this era of genocide in
Yugoslavia, famine in Somalia and racial .bitterness
just about everywhere.

The book itseif is arranged as a ceremony; Silke
mixes a few pages of narrative about Tayo in with
pieces of Navaho legend. During the storytelling part
it's like someone is chanting to you, repeating stories
that are a thousand years old. . This structure made
Tayo's ceremony much more personal, because she had
.set up the book to take readers on the same healing path.
If you're interested at all in Native Americans, with
the American Southwest, or with a really sharp
conversation about what's going on in this world on
Columbus’'s 500th auniversary, Ceremony is a great
bock for you. JC

he writes realiy good plays.

through contrast. SJ

Backlash: The Undeclared War Against Wom

Susan Faludi

1991

" An intefligent and weil-documented chromcle aP
analysis' of events in the 80's which illustrate 1
backlash against the women's independence and equal
movements of the seventies.  Faludi interviews |
politicians,  filmakers, and  writers behind 8
backlash, as well as documents histories of &
organizations which evolved to promote the backlag
Faludi presents a strong argument, all with a w
sense of humor .and amazing ability to expose hypocr

(S

JC. Jetf Cardille recetved his Opt:mlion\ Research MLS. fmf {
Techin 1991 and now writes buok reviews for low-life mgb \m:P
as this.

SJD. Stephen Danyo ix a graduate student in Technology zmb
Science Policy, which doesn'tactually exlsl any more, He cnju_\E
taguerias, jazz, htuyl,lc.s and coffee.

8J. Stacy Johnson is an Undergraduate in Computer Science.

AR, Al Rauch. LCC Assistant Professor, received his B.St
and M.A. in Zoology before obtaining adoctorate in English frogev

Ruigers University. or

: Sc
JL. James Lake is a recovering Gumby addict with this Kissingehe
quole: "Even paranoids have real enemies.” w

TP. Thamaus Peake isa [ifth year double imajor studying the mua}
sciences and humanities here an Tech (History, Tech, and Society 8
& Science. Tech, & Cultvre). He is also 1992/93 Generd

Manager at WREK Y1.Hm, the Georgia Tech student station, “

nl

RA. Rub Ahdelil is 4 Senior Econamics major. o
g

JLT. John L. Tong is an Assistant Professor of Modern European B
History. h
h

CM. Cary McKeown is a veteran NAR writer, X
: v

R
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righe following article
based on readings
ofound in The
Populanon Explosion
«dy Paul and Anne
YEhrlich, both of
i .‘Ftanford University.
Sc' : All you have o dois .wznch the
mmmmng news to find an uneasy feeling of
jtisis pervakding vul country and our world.
Scenes of sturving children, the urhan
gerhomeless, rampant violenterime, regional
wars. and growing numbers of AIDS
viglims point towsard the rapid dissolution
sl of civilized society. Yet they are only

.' y pymptoms ol & much greater and much
; deeper erisis — the continuing exponential

"growth of the world population. The

1o adverse impacts of prolonged populadion
growth can no longer be ignored. They
v - Bave lelt the Third World countries and
“ave come torward to contront us in our
{homes, our streets, and our campuses.
We can no knger accept the short-term
¢ view thit human growth insures a stronger
| eeonomy and i wore livable world. We
Pmust recognize growth for- its almost
:l cancerous etfect on sockety and ael to
| control it through civilized restraint before
D utare enacts its own harsh methods of

i vataclysmic famine and discase.

“S0 what is being done? you
ask. Practically nothing, i’ you exmming
- our national government.  Population,

unlortunately. is intricately related Lo the
~ delicie and viboo issue of — shhh, be
guict, somceone might hear us— safe sex,
Cur executive and [egisiative leadership
have continued o deny the vital nature of

open discussion and education with
regards to sex, and most education that
has been approved is due, sorrowhully, to
the growing spread of AIDS. Linkingbirth
control with population control seems to
be common sense. but the inflammatory
nature of the first subject has led our
leadershipto practically ignore the second.
Toquote from The Population Explosion:

Even the National Academy of
Sciencesavoided mentioning controlling
humannmnbers in its advice to President
Bush on how to deal with global
environmental change. Although
Academy members whoare familiar with
the issue are well aware of the critical
population component of that change, it
was feared that all of the Academny’s
advice would be ignored if

recommendations were included about’

a subject taboo in the Bush
Administration... Afterall, the Office af
Manageinent and Budget even fried to
supress an exper! evaluation of the
potential serivasness of global warming
by altering the congressional lestimony
of a top NASA scientist, James Hansen,
to conform with the Administration’s
less urgent view of the problem,

(If you doubt the tnuth of that
last statement concerning the suppression
of free speech, please refer 10 The New
York Times, May 8, 1989 for an article
comncerning the incident),

This disturbing quote brings us
to the question of “why?” What possible
muolivation could thers be torthe continued
encouragement of national and world
population growth? [ belicve it to be

inherently the swne concern il hoth Lhe.

individu and the societal level —
economics. It becomes a question of
financial survivad and age-old economic
theories. Botheitizens and countries often
view the future only in the short tenn,
withadangerous Lwk of foresight. Growth

opulation and Armageddon
'a';py Jay Wynn -

at both the family and the national level
offers a wider array of human resources
from which 10 draw, but withow
consideration for the environmendal

_ramifications of expanding populations.

Unfortuantely, the benefits of security in
numbers and economies of scale are far
too immediate ta be challenged by the
more distant prospect of fulure suffering
due 1o previous populmion expansion.

So now we have done three
things — identified the problem,
examined the current solutions, and
questioned  their failure {or lack of
existence). The nest step is action. What
can we. as smdents and facully, so to
make a diffemnce? Most immediately,
recognize the lact that every American
child horn to a middle class tamily will
place i greater siree on the environment
that numercus children in o an
pnderdeveloped country, due to our
exorhitantexploitation of world resources.
Just think of yourself environmentally —
the wnount of electricity you usg. the
amount of trah you throw away, the
amount of food you eat every day — and
compare yourself to the citizens of any
other country in the world. There simply
is 00 comparison to Americans, So limit
your family o one child. two if you must.
1t is sucially irresponsible to hive more.
Also, wrile 1o your congressmen and
women to let them know that you are
concerned with the problem of
overpopulidion. and request o reply
detailing theirefforts toconfront the issue.
Don't get discouriaged il you receive a
standard form letter — continue your
mailings until your yuestions are
answered. Don't torget thit ours i a
government of the people and by the
people, Ifitis notonly your priviledye o
demand thisaction, hul your responsibility
as an educated American, Together we
can make a differcnce.
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