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Graab wins presidency, Byrne nabs VP

SGA announces election results for officers, representatives

By James Stephenson

Staff Writer

Student Government Asso-
ciation (SGA) elections closed
Wednesday, and the foundation
has been laid for next year’s
student government.

Alison Graab won the presi-
dency, while Paul Byrne was
elected as executive vice presi-
dent.

“I'mjustvery excited,” Graab
said. “It’san honor. Iwouldlike to
thank everyone for voting.”

Graab won the presidency
by a narrow margin with 50.8
percentofthevote, or 1,736 votes,
in her favor. Only 28 votes kept
her out of a run-off with Patrick
Cook, who received 1,211 of the
votes. Richard Wrightand Will
Ferguson received 245 and 224
votes respectively.

Byrne won the vice-presi-

See Election, page 4
Swant assumes new
duties, title

Associate Vice President for Bud-
getand Planning Steven Swantwill
assume additional duties as Senior
Vice President for Administration
and Finance Robert Thompson’s
deputy. To reflect these additional
responsibilities, Swant’s title will
be changed to Vice President for
Administration and Finance, while
continuing to lead and direct the
Office of Budget and Planning,

Assembly funds
building projects

The 2006 session of the Georgia
General Assembly allocated funds
for two major building projects on
campus. Tech recieved $38 million
inbonds to construct the Nanotech-
nology Research Center Building
and $4.9 million in bonds to renovate
the Old Civil Engineering Building,
Both projects were a top priority in
the Assembly’s budget.

Additonally, the Assembly
was able to create and fund new
programs that will be beneficial
to the University System of Ga. as
a whole. The budget includes an
average four percentsalary increase
for University System faculty and
staff. The increases will take effect
January 1, 2007.

When whistle blows
ceremony April 21

Attend the annual “When
the Whistle Blows” ceremony at
6 p.m. April 21 and honor the
memory of those who have passed
away over the past year at the
annual ceremony. The event takes
place on the Tech Tower lawn.

By Matt Bishop/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Alison Graab (left) was elected undergraduate student body president and Paul Byrne (right)
was elected undergraduate executive vice president. Results were announced Wednesday.

By Jamie Howell/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

=

OIT installs new

telecom. system

By Ranganath Venkataraman

Staff Writer

Every building on campus will be inte-
grated intoa new telecommunicationssystem
by the end of December as part of a new
Office of Information Technology (OIT)
initiative. The projectaims to improve upon
the current technologyandallow the system
to be more easily updated in the future.

“Starting sometime this summer we
will start to install equipment in buildings
around campus,” said Sam Rundles, the
project director for OIT.

In addition to replacing the existing
telephone services, the change will allow
the system to be upgraded more easily in
the future.

“We will have a platform that will allow
us to utilize all the nuances that are being
developed today,” Rundles said.

According to John Mullin, associate
vice provost of Information Technology,
the changes implemented would not be
immediately visible to students. “The

See OIT, page 4

Klaus construction continues through fall

By James Stephenson

Staff Writer

Duetoafour month extension of
the construction deadline, the Klaus
Computing Building will not be
open for classes fall semester.

“Theextended date was mutually
agreed upon by all parties,” said Ron
Leroy, a Facilities project manager.
“[Tech] reluctantly agreed to the
extension.”

The original completion date
for the Klaus Computing Building
was April 17, but was extended to
August 21 after delays slowed the
project’s progress.

“Alotof different things [caused
the extension],” Leroy said. “The
issueis very sensitive around the site
and around campus because many
people in the Tech community
wanted to use that building for the

fall semester.”

Even though the building
construction will be completed in
August, the building will not be
open for use until October.

“OnAug. 25, theoriginal extend-
ed deadline, the
buildingwill be-
ginbeingloaded
with furniture
and that will
continue until
Sept. 29,” Leroy
said. “During
this time, the
Audio/Visual

Ron Leroy

“The extended date
was mutually agreed
upon by all parties.”

Facilities Project Manager

because the classrooms will not
haveany classes scheduled in them,”
Leroy said. “Fall classes will not be
scheduled for the building.”
“Activities may be scheduled
for the spaces during the fall, but
the logistics of
moving a class
in the middle
of the semester
into the build-
ingaretoo com-
plicated to make
icplausible,” Le-
roy said.
According to

and Distance
Learning people will be installing
equipment in the classrooms.”
According to Leroy, userscan be-
gin to occupy the building Oct. 2.
“Initially, it will just be admin-
istration offices that will be used

ADF files free speech
lawsuit against Tech

By AmandaDugan
News Editor

The Alliance Defense Fund
(ADF) filed a lawsuit March 16 on
behalfoftwo currentstudentsagainst
Institute officials claiming that cheir
FirstAmendmentrightto freespeech
has been violated. ADF, a national
Christian legal defense fund, filed
thesuiton behalf of Ruth Malhotra,
a fourth-year Public Policy major,
and Orit Sklar, a third-year Civil
Engineering major.

The following administrators
were named asdefendantsin the suit:
Institute President Wayne Clough;
Gail DiSabatino, former Dean of

Students; Danielle McDonald,
assistant dean of Student Involve-
ment; Stephanie Ray, associate dean
and director of Diversity Programs
and Michael Black, director of
Housing.

The lawsuit claims that the In-
stitute actively censors disfavored
expression on campus and that the
Tech environment “squelches” First
Amendment freedoms through
policies outlined in the Student
Code of Conduct and the Housing
Community Guide.

The lawsuit also challenges the
fact thatmandatory Student Activity

See Lawsuit, page 7

Leroy, thebuild-
ing will have a lot of vacant space
even after the initial users occupy
the building. Leroy anticipates the
space being used in some form or
fashion.

“When you have that amount

of space, someone will use it, but
it won’t be officially scheduled,”
Leroy said.

The building will be primarily
used by the College of Computing;
the College of Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering and Auxiliary
Services, which includes Parking
and Transportation.

“There will also bea component
of the building that will be for cam-
pus use,” Leroy said. “There will
be a 200 seat auditorium and other
classroom space.”

The set deadline is official. The
building construction mustbe com-
pleted at that time, and no further
delays are foreseen.

“Weare meetingonabi-monthly
basis to discuss scheduling and to
make sure everything is on track,”

SeeKlaus, page 4

otentertainment: A fire eater performs on Skiles Wednesday at
the Student Center Programs Council’s “Fire and Ice” event.

By Ayan Kishore/ STUDENT i’UBLICATIONS
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Tedintre@iline Voice your opinion!

Last issue’s question received 59 responses.

What do you think about the proposed uniform advising

policies?
There should be Advising should be
grggfgtgﬁgr g FASET-19% mandatory - 27%
-11%

There should not be a
uniform policy - 43%

By Hillary Lipko / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
. , )
This week’s question.:

What do you think about the Klaus construction delay?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Alot of work for a late note

On April 2 between 2:00 and
3:00a.m.,astudentwasstruckonthe
leftside ofhisjawwhile vandalizing
the Beta Theta Pi fraternity house.

He knocked over two trash cans
and overturned a sofa before stop-
ping when an unknown offender
struck him.

Afterbeingstruck, thevictim was
momentarily rendered unconscious.
He suffered abump to the head and
was disoriented.

The victim had no observable
injuries, but did request a note to
send to a professor regarding his
injuriesand his resulting inability to
complete an assignment on time.

From the files of the GTPD...

Ran out of gas, huh?

At 2:10 a.m. April 1, a student
looked out of his window when he
heard his car alarm and saw a man
taking items from the back seat of
hisHondaAccord. The studentwent
outside and yelled at the man, who
thenstarted to run. The scudent gave
chase to the man until he stopped at
Fifth St. and Williams St. The man
returned the items he had taken
from the vehicle and the student
called the police. The man was ar-
rested and transported to Fulton
County Jail.

Permission slip needed

A male was observed entering
a black BMW belonging to a Tech
employee on the morning of April 3.

The man did not have permission to
enter thevehicle. Afterabriefsearch
of the area the man was found.

Mary and Jarle, right? |

A female student returned to
her room to find an unknown male
standing in the dark by her com-
puterat2:10 a.m. April 4. The man
appeared to be tampering with the
wires connected to the computer.
When confronted, the man could
only give the first names of the two
studentsin theroom. Thevictim left
the room quicklyand returned with
afriend to find the manalready gone.
Both residents stated that nothing
appeared to be missing.

This week’s campus crime informa-
tion written by Kenneth Baskett

Online Parking Registration

2006-2007
www.applyparking.gatech.edu

“YT’S FRIENDLIER”

www.applyparking.gatech.edu

www.applyparking.gatech.edu

Online Parking Registration April 15, 2006 - June 30, 2006

Quick and Friendly! With the click of a few buttons, new customers may apply for a parking permit and returning customers
may choose to renew their current lot or change lots. Online registration is available 24 hours each day. All current wait lists

will expire on April 15, 2005.

Employees! The preferred payment option for eligible employees is Pre-Tax Payroll Reduction. On average, this can result in a
30% savings for most. Those choosing to pay via check or credit card will receive an e-mail invoice with a payment due date of
July 14th. Permits not paid for by July 21st will be returned to the pool and sold to the next person on the wait list.

Students! All student permit charges will be transferred to the student’s Bursar Account.

subject to the same policy and schedule that apply to other tuition and fees.

Automated Notification! You will receive a confirmation email after successfully completing the Online Registration process.
Please save this information. All unsuccessful attempts will receive an email notification with instructions for completing the

process.

Parking Lot Assignments! You will be able to view your assignment on the web July 14th. Assignments are made according to

the Institute’s priority policy. Your first choice will be accommodated whenever possible.

Permit Distribution! Permits will be mailed by July 24th to the address provided during registration. Student permits may be
picked up at the Parking Office from August 1st through September 1st.
turned to inventory and sold to the next person on the wait list.
$10. Permits will not be distributed to any customer with outstanding parking citations on their account.

www.applyparking.gatech.edu

Payments for permit charges are

Permits not picked up by September 5th will be re-
Parking is not responsible for lost permits—replacements are

Questions! Go to our website www.parking.gatech.edu for answers to frequently asked questions and policies. You can also

send an email to register@parking.gatech.edu

“Friendlier Is Better . . .”

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

sting break rocks your socks

0
To the Area IT hookah smok-
ers:

Go do pot in your room like
normal hippies!

Cis for Crunk

Detriot, what??

Dear Tech Student: Your sup-
posed to be drunk at concerts
dear gtdos: stop trying to get
attention
CRAWDADDIES!!!1
Facebook shud be banned.

I sent my Mac to Boot Camp.
If you were really gay; why is
there still a need to dress as a
female? (drag queens?)

them drag queens looked
good...better than most guys
on campus can get

someone should change the
time in the clocks in Van
Leer . Man day light savings
isout!!!

Beckham , Softy & Jerry
Rule @ Centennial

Meeting or Mating what is

it 222

yay for a new way for physics
to shaft students

I love you

My social security number is
a carmichael number.
Hooray. We should close
more stairs to weld on metal
plates.

Student Appreciation Day =
S.A.D.

Thank you FASET!!!

I hate Edgar Allen Poe. With
a passion.

DO NOT call your sister and
ask “if you are interrupting
anything” at midnight on her
honeymoon

ORIF your new brother-in-
law is “having a fun time”
He who pukes on the floor
ought not annoy his room-
mates

I <3 Two Bits Man!

Red Jesus for President!
Gortta curl for the girls.
Where are all the slivers?
There were some but not
many

This sliver box needs more...
slivers!

Man allergies suck

Congrats to the new Nique
ed board!

See page 12 for more Slivers!




NEWS

Technique - Friday, April 14,2006 - 3

ach week, elected members of the houses of the Student Government
Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.

Graduate Student Senate

GSS passes pair of
housing resolutions

By James Stephenson

Staff Writer

The Graduate Student Senate met
Tuesday. Eighe bills were passed,
two failed, and one was not voted
on due to a loss of quorum.

The first bill brought before the
Senate was the joint allocation to
the Taiwanese American Student
Association. The organization was
seeking funding for their night
market event, which is a big part
of Taiwanese culture. It will be a
festival type event with carnival
activities and performances. The
bill passed.

The second bill brought before
the Senate was the joint allocation
to the Sport Parachute Club. The
organization wasseeking funding to
pay for their parachute repacking,
which mustbedonebyan FAA certi-
fied advisor. The bill passed.

The third bill brought before the
Senate was thejointallocation to the
CampusLeadership Reception. The
eventwill be puton to bring leader-
ship of various organizations to get
together and plan events together.
The bill failed.

The fourth bill broughtbefore the
Senatewas thejointallocation to the
African Students Association. The

Bills passed
« JointAllocation to Taiwanese
American Student Association

Joint Allocationto Sport
Parachute Club

Joint Allocation to African
Students Union

JointAllocationto Gymnastics
Team

« JointAllocationto Badminton
Club

JointAllocation to Ferst Center for
theArts
+ Resolution on Graduate Student

Housing Payment Plans

Resolution on Tenthand Home

Single Student Housing Costs
Bills failed

Joint Allocation to the Campus

Leadership Reception

Resolution on Waiting Lists at
Events Free to Students

organization was seeking funding
for their spring concert. The event
will bring in African musicians
and will have skits, as well as per-

See GSS, page 5

UHR passe

By Nikhil Joshi
Focus Editor

The Undergraduate House of
Representatives met on Tuesday.
Eightbills were passed and two were
failed by the House.

The first bill brought before the
House was thejointallocation to the
Taiwanese American Student Orga-
nization. They will be throwing a
nightmarket, whichisafestival event
where they play games and watch
performances. The bill passed.

A bill which was considered
last week, the joint allocation to
Christian Campus Fellowship was
reconsidered.

The rules were suspended, the
bylaws were suspended and a mo-
tion was brought to reconsider the
bill. The motion passed, but the bill
failed for a second time.

The next bill brought before the
House was thejointallocation to the
African Students Association. The
bill was seeking funding for their
African concert at the Ferst Center
and passed.

The next bill brought before the
House was the joint allocation to
the Gymnastics Team. The team
was seeking funding to attend
the national competition in Calif.
The bill was brought to a vote and
passed.

The joint allocation to the
Badminton Club was the next bill
broughtbefore the House. The club
waslooking to help pay registration
fees for a tournament at Emory
University. The bill passed without
discussion.

The next bill brought before
the House was the joint allocation
to the Student Center Programs
Council.

The organization was looking
for funding for their “Flickson 5th”
program. The bill was brought up
for a vote and passed.

Undergraduate House of Representatives

s amended budget

By Jon Drews / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Arepresentative passes around a bucket at Tuesday’s UHR meeting.
UHR passed an amended FY 2007 Student Activity Fee budget.

The joint allocation to the Ferst
Center for the Arts was the next
bill brought before the House. The
Center was looking fora subsidy for
allowing Student Organizations to
use the space free of charge. The
bill passed.

The nextbill discussed wasajoint
allocation to the Chinese Student
Association.

The bill was moved from new
business to old business. JFC rec-
ommended not funding the event
since SGA has already funded a
major event for this organization
this term. The billed failed.

The joint allocation to the Tech
Golf Club was the next bill brought
before the house. The clubwasseek-
ing funding fora tournamentoutof
state. The bill passed

The last bill brought before the

See UHR, page 5

Bills passed
Joint Allocation to Taiwanese
American Student Organization
Joint Allocation to African
Students Association

FY 2007 SAF Budget Tier |, Il,and llI

Joint Allocation to Gymnastics
Team

« JointAllocation to Badminton Club

Joint Allocation to Student Center
Programs Council

Joint Allocation to Ferst Center
fortheArts
JointAllocationto GolfClub

Bills failed
Joint Allocation to Christain
Campus Fellowship
Joint Allocation to Chinese
Student Association

Deliver the Technique!
Apply to be the circulation manager.

Contact: news@technique.gatech.edu

The Diversity Forum

Be a part of Tech’s only student-led diversity initiative

Seeking Vice-Chair Candidates

Applications available in the Student Services (Flag) Building, Room 210.

Applications due April 21st, 2006.

Vice-Chair Responsibilities

Adyelti
vert'lse mﬁ}a U'HSQ 1. Assists the Chair in Diversity Forum matters.

2. Serves as the Campus Diversity Council student representative.
. Collaborates with the Diversity Programs
to coordinate Town Hall Meetings.
. Provides diversity updates to the student body.
. Maintains the Diversity Forum webpage.
. Notifies members of meetings and secures meeting locations.

(9]

Visit nique.net/ads
for information

O\ U1 b

If you have questions, please contact Stephanie Ray at sray@gatech.edu.
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phones that are there will remain
there. Everything we do is behind
the wall,” Mullin said.

Faculty and staff will be quicker
to notice the changes because of the
convenience thattheywill experience
when they are relocating,

“Moving today isa complex pro-
cessand it takesalong time because
we have to move the telephones
for each person. What we hope to
achievewith this new systemis to put
control in our own hands, shorten
the process, shorten the time span
and improve the delivered service,”
Mullin said.

The current
system involves
a technology
known as Sen-
trax; in this
system, every

from page 1

“We will also save
the Institute a
substantial sum [of

dowith improved services,” Mullin
said. “Wewill also save the Institute
asubstantial sum [of money] by run-
ning our own service. That money
can be reinvested by the Institute.
The third element is to prepare us
for using advanced technologies
such as integration with wireless
networks.”

“Everything we want to do com-
petes for the same pool of funds.
When we can be more cost-effec-
tive, everybody wins. The other
short term benefit is the service,”
Mullin said.

Mullin said that a desire for
improvement as well as a history of
problemswith the currentservicewas
the impetus for
the change.

“Students
will probably see
the most benefit
in the years to
come,” Mullin

telephone’s wire ; said.

leadi to a closet money] by rumeg “We will
in thebasement, our own service. work with the
which then con- . providers to in-
nects to a large John Mullin tegrate wireless
BellSouth cable. Associate Vice Provost of dataand wireless
The wires then  |nformation Technology voice in a tele-
lead back to one phone environ-
oftwo central of- ment.”

fices which serve Georgia Tech.

“Currently we get our service
from the Georgia Tech Knowledge
Authorityand they sub-contract that
out to BellSouth,” Mullin said.

The new system, through a con-
tract directly with BellSouth, has
two switches located on campus;
every building in the campus will
be connected to those switches via
fiber electronics.

The switches will connect the
campus to the public telephone
network. One switch serves as a
back-up.

“We'regoing fromacentral office-
based system to a premises-based
telephone switch,” Mullin said.

Thischange, according to Mullin
will provide many benefits for the
Institute.

“The reason for doing thishad to

“This new system offers an
enhanced voicemail service that
we don’t have right now,” Rundles
said.

Improvements to the voicemail
service, according to Rundles, were
something that would not impact
students soon. Students are not
expected to see much difference in
their dorm room phones.

“Starting in the summer we will
bediscussing with individual build-
ing occupants as to what activities
they havegoingonin theirbuildings.
..designate the mostappropriate time
[forinstallation],” Rundles said. “It
will be a cooperative effort.”

Rundles also said that while
the project would be completed as
quickly as possible with the least
disruption, noise would be a part
of the process.

Klaus from page 1
Leroy said.

“Small things may slow down
progtess slightly, such as the fire
marshal having a particular issue,
but I don’t anticipate any further
delays.”

The main element still under
construction is the landscaping of
the site. The building sits on a four
acre lot and the entire site not in
the footprint of the building will
be landscaped.

Currently, the area between
the road and the building is being
landscaped.

“There is still a lot of work to do,

Elections frompage1

dency with 55 percent of the votes
cast. Byrne received 1,718 of the
votes compared to Aaron Bolduc’s
908 votes and Toyo Okanlawon’s
499 votes.

“I'm feeling lucky,” Byrne said
before the election results were an-
nounced on Wednesday. “I wore
my lucky boxers today.”

The vote to pass the proposed
Constitutional Amendment passed
the amendment with 2,046 votes
in favor of the changes and 522
against.

Class and academic representa-
tives for next year were also an-
nounced Wednesday. Academic
representatives are elected from the
various schoolsat Tech. The number
of representatives varies from major
to major based on size.

Raj Ghosh Dastidar is the Aero-
space Engineering representative.
Thomas Fink won the representative
position for Architecture. The new
Biomedical Engineering representa-
tive is Chris Zhang.

Linh Sonwon the one Chemistry
representative spot by six votes over
Brian Tomaschik. Perrin Quarshie
won the one Civil Engineering
representative by forty-eight votes
over Yunita Fu. Varun Prasad ran

but they have made major strides,”
Leroysaid. “The plan s to makesure
there are no back doors.”

As an example, Leroy cited the
pathleading from Ferst Drive to the
Architecture Building.

“Itfeelsasifyouareapproaching
the Architecture Building from the
back side,” Leroy said.

“Wewanttoeliminate thatfeeling
and once the project is completed
none of the pathways will have that
feeling.”

Thebuilding, once finished, will
stand outon campus notonly as the
newest addition but as a glimpse
at the direction the Tech campus
will take.

“Thebuildingis LEED certified

which is a new step for campus and
hopefully the Master Plan will fol-
low in the footsteps laid out by our
project,” Leroy said.

LEED certification is a sustain-
able development standard that
buildings can earn.

The Management Building in
Technology Square is also LEED
certified.

“I feel the building will serve
as a beautiful addition to campus
and as a portal to West Campus,”
Leroy said. “

The building sits on a major
pedestrian cross axis and will allow
for pedestrian traffic to continue to
move through the site asitdid prior
to the building’s construction.”

unopposed and is the new Co-op
representative.Gary Mann, Priyanka
Mahalanabis and Jeff Wei won the
Computer Science representative po-
sitions. Grant Farmer ran unopposed
to be elected as the representative for
Earth and Atmospheric Science.
The new Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering representativesare

“l wore my lucky
boxers today.”

Paul Byrne

Executive Vice President-
Elect

Derek Greene, Jonathon Hongand
KevinKung. The Industrial Systems
and Engineering representativesare
AndreaHuber, Stephen Kump, Tina
Sweederand RadhikaKumar. Meena
Nabaviran unopposed and won the
International Affairs representative
position.

The representatives for the
College of Management are Leah
McCormick, Michael Warwick
and Suzie Holmes. The representa-
tive for Mechanical Engineering is
Dave Coleman. Doug Gladden ran
unopposed and is the Public Policy

representative.

Eachclasselects four representa-
tives to the House, and the one person
who receives the most votes in each
class becomes the Class President.
Katie Viscelli, John Vaughns, George
Ray and Austin Rahn won posi-
tions as freshmen representatives
with Viscellie receiving the highest
number of votes. Matt Peeples,
Charlene D’Souza, Scott Bancroft
and Brian Lee won the sophomore
representative race with Peeples
receiving the highest number of
votes. Brittany Young, Lara Griffich,
Anna Griffich and Kelly Michaud
won the race for junior represen-
tatives with Young receiving the
highest number of votes. Elizabeth
Burchfield, William Welch, Vickie
Cherry and Steven Hardy won the
race for senior representatives with
Burchfield receiving the highest
number of votes.

Although Graduate Student Sen-
ate (GSS) results were not official
at press time, Mitch Keller, who
ran for GSS president unopposed,
said he was looking forward to a
productive year.

“I'mlooking forward to working
on behalf of the graduate students
and working with the undergradu-
ate officers to work on behalf of all
students,” Keller said.

MALE
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ARS Clinical Trials

Located on Dallas Hwy,
2 miles West of the Avenues

Volunteers
Does this sound like you? NEEdEd!

20 YEARS OR OLDER AND HEALTHY

DO NOT SMOKE OR USE ANY TOBACCO PRODUCTS
DO NOT DRINK ALCOHOL EXCESSIVELY

DO NOT TAKE ANY PRESCRIPTION OR OVER THE COUNTER DRUGS
DO NOT TAKE ANY ILLEGAL DRUGS

DO NOT HAVE A SENSITIVITY TO ASPIRIN
WILLING AND ABLE TO MAKE THREE CLINIC VISITS IN A TWO WEEK

QUALIFIED SUBJECTS WILL BE COMPENSATED UP TO $225.00
FOR THEIR TIME AND TRAVEL ($75.00 PER VISIT)

If interested in this research study please contact:

ARS Clinical Trials
5041 Dallas Hwy., Suite 600
Powder Springs, GA 30127

Phone 678-354-9252

www.arstrials.com

air purifier

It's simple. Look for the ENERGY STAR® to
reduce your home energy use and make a big
difference in the fight against air pollution.

To learn more, go to
energystar.gov.

YOUR HOME CAN CAUSE TWICE AS MANY
GREENHOUSE GASES AS A CAR.

ENERGY STAR® is sponsored by the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy.

ENERGY STAR

Interested in photography?
Email photoed@technique.gatech.edu to
find out about shooting for the Technique!
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Robotics team plac

By Alex Sunwoo
Contributing Writer

The Tech IEEE Robotics team
won second place for the first time
in eight years at the 2006 Institute
of Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE) Southeast Conference
Hardware Competition on April 1.
The event was sponsored by FedEx,
Motorola,and Addison-Wesleyand
was held in Memphis, Tenn.

A total of 55 schools registered
for the competition and only 25
schools qualified for the final com-
petition.

The final contestants were faced
with the challenge of fulfilling the
main objective, inwhich competing
robots were required to correctly
load 12 FedEx packages on to three
planes prior to the departure of Fe-
dEx flights. The autonomous robot
extracts the packages one at a time
fromastackinside the chute. The test
track consisted of sheet of plywood
that simulated the airport ramp
area. Each of the contestants were
judged on the

es second

AP
b

By Ariel Bravy/ STUDENT PBLICATIONS

Amember of the Tech Robotics Team works on the robot that placed
second at the IEEE Southeast Conference Hardware Competition.

other approach is to carry as many
blocks as possible in one load and
reduce the number of trips.”

The Tech robot used the second
approach and carried five blocks

in one trip at a

robot’s ability to medium speed
get the packages CT e o . usingarotating
onto the planes _Th]s is the first carousel. -
VS./lthIII} the given time our school has ChAcco}idlngto
time limit. . en, the team
The GT Ro- placed in the tOp encountered a

three.”

botics Team,
consisting of 10
members with
multifarious
backgrounds in

Electrical Engi- Captain

Simon Chen
IEEE Robotics Team

lot of problems
with making
the motor con-
trol system reli-
able. “Instead
of purchasing

neering, Com-
puter Engineering and Mechanical
Engineering, designed a robot with
a focus on controlling factors.

“At the competition, we noticed
two main distinct approaches to
the design,” said Simon Chen, the
IEEE Robotics Team captain. “One
is to build alight robot that delivers
a single package at a time but does
itas fast as possible in 12 trips. The

a commercial
motor controller, we designed and
built our own,” Chensaid. “Itwasa
greatlearningexperience, butittook
alot of time. As a result, we ran out
of time deploying an autonomous
control algorithm that could have
won us the competition.”

Despitelosing the first place,, the
team maintains its positive spiritand
is looking for ways to improve.

“We are very pleased with the
outcome because this is the first
time our school placed in the top
three,” Chen said. “Based on this
experience, I believe... you musthave
amotivated team withan organized
schedule and plan. This experience
was a great example where team-
work exceeded whatany individual
could have accomplished. We had
a team with multiple disciplinary
backgroundsand thatwas the secret
ingredient to our success.”

The team is already shifting
gears toward the next competition
which will take place in the spring
0f 2007.

“We plan to continue our success
by preparingfor the nextcompetition
earlier,” Chen said.

“Most schools had two semes-
ters to work on the robot, and we
designed and built ours this year in
three and a half months. We also
plan to havean organized transition
process where the graduating seniors
on the team mentor the underclass-
men to ensure that the knowledge
was passed on.”

GSS

formances by various groups in the
area. Thebill passed by unanimous
acclaimation.

The next bill brought before the
Senate was thejointallocation to the
Gymnastics Team. The team quali-
fied for the national competition in
Calif. and wereasking for entry fees
and travel for the competition. The
bill passed.

The next bill brought before the
Senate was the joint allocation to
the Badmitton Club. The club was
requesting asubsidy for registration
fees for a tournament at Emory.
The bill passed by unanimous ac-
climation.

The next bill brought before the
Senate was the jointallocation to the
Student Center Programs Council
for its summer movie program
“Flicks on 5th.” The bill passed.

The next bill brought before the

Senatewas thejointallocation to the

UHR

House was the joint resolution of
the FY 2007 Student Activity Fee
Budget. Amajor pointin the discus-
sion of the Budget was the movement
of the Musicians Network from a
Tier III to a Tier II organization,
which passed.

Amotion wasbroughtbefore the
House to strike the Pride Alliance
from the budgetdue to the belief that
the Alliance wasa partisan organiza-
tion. The motion failed.

Amotiontostrikelines to pay the
undergraduate treasurer and gradu-
ate secretary passed. A motion was
brought to strike the GSS coordina-
tor funding from the budget. The
motion passed the House.

A motion was made to strike
money from the India Club budget
for Garba sticks. The sticks are
used in cultural dance. The mo-
tion passed.

A motion to strike lines from
AIESEC budget for lodging and

from page 3

from page 3

Ferst Centerfor the Artsto subsidize
the Center renting the spaces out to
student organizations for free. The
bill passed.

Two resolutions were brought
before the Senate. The first reso-
lution was the Graduate Student
Housing Payment Plans, and the
second was the Tenth and Home
Single Student Housing Costs. The
GSSrequests thatgraduate students
be allowed to pay renton a monthly
basis as families currently are able
to do. There was a move to forward
motions to Bursar’s Office, and the
resolutions passed.

Thelastbill to be brought before
the Senate was a joint resolution
for waiting lists at events free for
students. The resolution would
allow students on the waiting list
to enter and fill open seating. The
bill failed.

Ajointresolution on theavailabil-
ity of Stinger and Trolley departure
times was not voted on because the
Senate lost quorum.

travel was made. The budget did
notspecify distance to thelocation.
The motion failed.

A motion to amend the budget
to Anime-O-Tekku to reflect JFC
policies was made and passed. A
motion to change the Student Center
Program Council’s budget $1750
due to an increase in photographs
was made and passed.

A motion was made to decrease
the graduate conference funding to
approximately $61,000, which was
the same as last year. The motion
passed.

The budget was brought to a
vote before the House and passed
as amended.

In his executive report, David
Andersen said he had decided to
withdraw hisveto on last week’s bill
providing funding to the Muslim
StudentAssociation. After meeting
with certain individuals, he deter-
mined that the bill was in line with
SGA’s policies as it was viewpoint
neutral.

presents

erato literary magazine

COFFEEHOUSE

April 20 7:30PM
Under the Couch

open-mic.read.sing.
yell.perform.listen.
relax.

free speech*free coffee

06 l college student

purchase program
www.fordcollegehg.com

YACHUlD

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to legal residents of the U.S. 18 and older who are currently
enrolled (or have graduated after 5/1/04) in/from a nationally accredited college/university, junior
college, community college or trade school at time of entry. VOID IN ALASKA AND HAWAII AND
WHEREVER PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED BY LAW. Entries for the Grand Prize Sweepstakes must
be received by 11:59 p.m. (EST) on 10/1/06 and entries for the Monthly Sweepstakes drawings
must be received by 11:59 p.m. (EST) on the 27th day of each calendar month during the
Sweepstakes Period. Subject to the Official Rules. Visit YourTicket2Drive.com.

$500 cash bonus Ja)'

Special offer for college and trade school students,
recent grads and graduate students
May be combined with most other publicly available Ford Motor Company national incentives

at the time of purchase or lease on the model you select. Limit one offer per customer. See your
local Ford or Lincoln Mercury Dealer for details. Visit our Web site for official Program rules.

www.YourTicket2Drive.com
8 % for a chance to win:

2006 mtvU Woodie Awards
in New York City

2007 Ford Fusion!

2006 Ford Fusion

Log on to

¥ $500 cash
S A trip to the

¥ A brand new
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Greek community joins campus recycling effort

By Jenny Zhang
Copy Editor

The Greek community is start-
ing to take an active role in campus
recycling efforts, beginning with its
sponsorship of a major event at this
year’s Earth Day April 21.

The Inter-Fraternity (IFC) and
Pan-Hellenic Councils have collabo-
rated with the Facilities department
and Atlanta Recycling Solutions
to implement Electronics Waste
(E-Waste) Recycling as part of the
day’s service.

“There was a big push to make
Earth Day bigger and better this
year,” said Annie Sistrunk, Pan-Hel-
lenic President. “Alot of [Greeks] are
alreadyinvolved with Earth Day,and
we wanted to putour resources into
supporting our members.”

“With this program, we hope to
educate our membersaboutenviron-
mental issues and start to mobilize
them for similar projects,” said Mi-
chael Morland, IFC President.

“We're providing funding and
incentives for Greeks to volunteer

their time during the day, with free
lunchesand t-shirts,” said Jonathan
Sangster, IFC Secretary.

“This is the first year that Facili-
tieshasworked onan environmental
project of such a large scale with
the Greek system,” said Cindy
Jackson, Tech’s Recycling Program
Director.

“This shows that Greek students
areready to go to the nextlevel with
the recycling program.”

ee-waste program will collect
old appliances and electronics for
proper, environmentally-friendly
disposal. Atlanta Recycling Solu-
tions will haul away the waste,
which can include everything
from computers to fax machines to
cameras, and either break it down
or refurbish it.

Over 120 Greek students will
volunteerat the recyclingsitelocated
in the parking lot between Skiles
Walkway and the Student Center
Commons.

According to Jackson, e-waste is
thefastestgrowing recycling problem
in Atlanta.

By Julia Bunch/ STUDENT PUBLICATION!
amping for a cause: Sisters from Alpha Chi Omega sit outside
their tent at Relay for Life last Friday. The weather forced the

fundraiser to be held in Bobby Dodd Stadium’s festival area.

“People throw away their used
electronics without realizing they
contain hazardous wastes that can-
not go into landfills,” Jackson said.
“Hopefully, this [program] willkeep
that from happening.”

Tech sponsored Atlanta’s first
ever e-waste recycling drive in the

“We’re making
recycling a top
priority this year.”

Michael Morland
IFC President

summer of 2003, when over 70 tons
of e-waste was collected.

“It was so successful that people
kept asking us when we were going
to do it again,” Jackson said. “It’s
good that we’re bringing it back to
campus now and we're very excited
that the Greek community will be
involved.”

The Earth Day event has been

from page 1

Lawsuit

Fees cannotbe used to fund political
or religious activities.

Amelia Gambino, interim assis-
tantvice presidentof Institute Com-
municationsand Public Affairs, said
that Tech could not commenton the
lawsuit, however, shesaid free speech
was encouraged on campus.

“We want to make sure that
everyone knows that we certainly
take the civil rights of students very
seriously. We encourage and have a
history of open dialogue on campus.
In general wewant organizations to
express themselves and be very ac-
tive on campus. We don’tencourage
violence and intolerance of others,”
Gambino said.

Not all students agree with
Malhotraand Sklar. “Asa relatively
conservative student, I don’t believe
that the majority of students at
Tech, whether liberal or conserva-
tive, would agree that the institute
limits free speech on this campus.

developed in conjunction with a
pilot recycling program for Greek
houses.

“Thepilotprogramisan initiative
from the Greek community,” Mor-
land said. “We’re making recycling
atop priority thisyear. Seven sorori-
tiesand ten fraternities have already
signed up for the program.”

Greek houses’ prior lack of
involvement with the Institute’s
recycling program was due to a
number of issues. The Greek system
contracted with Tech for solid waste
management less than four years
ago. Before that, each house was
responsible for its own solid waste
disposal.

“Integrating Greek solid waste
managementwith Tech tookawhile.
Itwasn’tuntil that was done thatwe
could be proactive and work with
Facilities. Wewanted to take the next
step with the recycling program,”
Morland said.

However, the program has been
delayed to Fall 2006 due to Tech
budget cuts.

“The exactsame plansarein place

for the start of fall and continuous
work is still pouring into the pro-
gram,” Sangster said.

Alimited numberof Greek houses
will beable to become involved with
therecycling program due to budget
restraints.

“If the pilot program is success-
ful,” Morland said, “we’ll be able to
ask for more money and have more
houses participate.”

Once the Greek program is un-
derway, itwill joina comprehensive
recycling initiative that has been in
place at Tech since 1997.

Currentcampus recyclingefforts
collect newsprint, aluminum cans,
plasticbottles, glass, tiresand mixed
metalsin 80academicsupportbuild-
ings, throughout the entire Housing
program and at two major drop-off
sites on East and West Campus.

“Greeks have traditionally been
involved in humanitarian endeav-
ors, so to be able to do something
earth-related is exciting and new,”
Sistrunk said. “We hope to reach
out and set an example with this
recycling initiative.”

Instead, I see Tech as a very accept-
ing environment that allows for all
students-regardless of race, ethnicity,
religion or political viewpoint-to
speak freely on the issues that they
feel most passionate about,” said
David Andersen, undergraduate
student body president.

The lawsuit also claims that the
school engages in a “scheme” of
indoctrination of individuals into
particular religious beliefs through
the Safe Space program.

Safe Space is an optional train-
ing program on campus whose
purpose, according to their website,
is to “increase the visible presence
of student and adult allies who can
help to shapeaschool culture thatis
accepting ofall people, regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity
or any other difference.”

“Ijust feel that this is an unnec-
essary step. I believe all parties just
wish everyone could have worked
together on somethingbefore taking
alegal step. [Safe Space] is notatall

endorsing any [religion]. I do not
believeitis religiousindoctrination,”
said Scott McKee, a second-year
Public Policy majorand the student
coordinator of Safe Space.

“At an Institute as diverse as
Tech, programs like Safe Space
teach people to be open minded and
accepting of other’s differences,”
Andersen said.

Sklar and Malhotra are both
members of the Georgia Tech Col-
lege Republicans (GTCR). GTCR
recently passed a resolution in sup-
port of the lawsuit that states they
“applaud these members for their
courageous actions and supports
their efforts....”

This campus issue has gained
attention at the national level as it
was mentionedinarecent LA Times
article about Christians notaccept-
ing tolerance policies.

A complete copy of the complaint
can be found on ADF’s website,
www.telladf.org/UserDocs/Geor-
giaTechComplaint.pdf.
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CHEAP R/T AIRFARE
PARIS from $414*

MUNICH from $446*
MADRID from $518"

GOOD VIBRATIONS
HOTELS from
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person

CAIRNS, MUNICH, MELBOURNE, PRAGUE, PARIS, HONG KONG, PRAGUE, SYDNEY, MADRID,
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included. CST #1017560-40

Call or come in to book now:
350 Ferst Dr.

Student Center Commons

(404) 385.1500
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*Hurry! Hotel/hostel sale ends 4/17/06. Prices are per person, per night. Some restrictions
apply. Airfare is correct at time of print and out of Atlanta. Taxes and applicable fees not

HOSTEL HOOKUP
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BERLIN, DUBLIN, LONDON, RIO DE JANEIRO,
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ROSS INTO THE BLU

Air Force ROTC

Take your education even higher

All students and majors can compete for
scholarships that provide up to $15,000 towards
tuition and fees, $600 for books, and up to $400

monthly stipend.

Special opportunities for Electrical and Computer

Engineering students

Leaders Wanted...If you want an exciting career
Contact us at (404)894-4175
airforce@rotc.gatech.edu

www.afrotc.gatech.edu

Visit the Air Force ROTC office




