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Grade forgiveness policy needed

Hello, Boston College
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easier for freshmen.”
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In the last Undergraduate House
meeting, representatives discussed
a system of grade forgiveness, whereby
students could retake failed classes
and then substitute the retaken grade
for the original one. I feel that if
properly implemented, some sort
of a grade forgiveness policy would
make the adjustment to college life
easier for freshmen, as well as mak-
ing Georgia Tech a more attractive
school.

This along with other changes
would ease the introduction of fresh-
men into college in such a way that
would increase the freshmen reten-
tion rate while at the same time not
reducing the quality of our educa-
tion. I also feel that other changes
should be made to make a student’s
adjustment to college life smooth-
er.

In order to create a grade for-
giveness policy that will allow our
school to still maintain its academic
strength, careful consideration would
have to be made as to how the poli-
cy is implemented. I believe to keep
Georgia Tech at the forefront of
engineering schools, the forgiveness
policy would have to be limited to
only first year or even first semester
freshmen.

Regardless of what type of for-
giveness policy was implemented, if
it is implemented for upperclass-
men, it makes a degree at Tech much
easier to obtain and devalues past
graduates’ degrees.

To most of the incoming stu-
dents at a tough school like Tech,
the amount of work required to suc-
ceed is quite a shock. This com-
bined with the fast-paced atmosphere
of college life, with parties, fraterni-
ties, sports and most importantly,
no parents, creates a huge learning
curve.

I know my freshman dorm was
about the rowdiest place I’ve ever
lived, which made getting any
amount of work done next to im-

possible. When we were in high
school, we were used to taking sev-
en or eight classes a day, every day of
the week and constantly being held
accountable by teachers and par-
ents to keep on our studies.

But in contrast, in college, we
have to learn more material in less
time, having class only two to three
times a week, while at the same time
not being held accountable for show-
ing up to class. While this is a neces-
sary transition to real life, it can be a
tough one, and grades often suffer.

Instituting a grade forgiveness
policy would allow students to get
past their freshman year without
these mistakes affecting their grades
for their entire college career.

I know this type of policy would
have helped myself and many other
people get past their first semester
woes. I feel however, that students
should learn to deal with the in-
creased load by the end of their fresh-
men year, so grade forgiveness should
not be extended beyond that time.
If a student cannot learn to deal
with the rigors of Tech by that time,
and is still allowed to continue on,
others’ degrees would be devalued.

Grade forgiveness would have
the added benefit of increasing the
freshmen retention rate, as it would
keep students here that would have
otherwise transferred to an easier
school to try and increase their grades.
As it is being discussed, the policy
would not get students out of learnig
the material, it would simply give
them another chance to master the

material.
I also think that it is important

to make sure freshmen take a rea-
sonable course load upon entering.
While it might seem like a good
idea to take 18 hours your first se-
mester, I can say from experience
that it is not a good idea for the vast
majority of sane people.

I think that a policy limiting the
number of hours that a freshman
can take would also help out greatly
to ease the transition into college
life for freshmen.

Policies such as this have been in
place for many years at schools of
the same caliber as Georgia Tech
and have not tarnished the reputa-
tion of these schools.

MIT has the policy of making all
freshmen classes graded on a Pass/
No Record basis, whereby no grades
are assigned for freshmen courses,
and instead the course is only re-
corded if passed.

This does take a great deal of the
burden off of freshmen, but I think
that it is still important for fresh-
men to be held partially account-
able for grades received, which is
why I feel that the grade should be
recorded, but not counted in a stu-
dents’ GPA.

I feel that a grade forgiveness
policy that does not reduce the quality
of education at Tech would make
the Institute a more attractive school,
while at the same time increasing
our freshmen retention rate, not to
mention the benefits this policy
would have for the students.

The addition of Boston College to the newly expanded
Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) means the conference now
has a total of 12 members, including the recently added
University of Miami and Virginia Tech.

Despite the drawbacks this expansion will have on the
Institute, including detrimental effects on the smaller sports
that will now have to pay more for travel to schools farther
away, a larger conference will ultimately be beneficial for
Georgia Tech.

The first way many people are acquainted with a school is
through the school’s athletics programs; the more places the
Georgia Tech name is known across the the nation, the better
it will be for the Institute as a whole in enhancing our profile.

Another benefit of the expansion will be an improvment in
Tech’s recruiting power. We will now be able to tap into the
lucrative northeastern talent pool, since athletes who choose
Tech will now be able to play away games in their home
region. Also, since Boston is the sixth largest television market
in the nation and Miami is also among the top markets, the
ACC’s television contract promises to be a lucrative one. The
addition of a conference championship game will also add
more money to the pot from which Tech will get to draw.

Forgive or forget?
The Student Government Association and several adminis-

trators have recently begun discussing the possibility of imple-
menting a grade forgiveness policy at Tech. While the details
are far from being set, and the project is still in the brainstorm-
ing stages, it is absolutely necessary for the decision makers to
seriously evaluate what their motivations are for making these
changes.

If the primary motivations are to increase Tech’s rankings,
then grade forgiveness is a policy that should not be imple-
mented. If, however, the policy is being explored because of its
possible benefits for students, then it should continue to be
examined.

HOPE is another issue that needs to be brought up in the
discussion of grade forgiveness—how will the effects grade
forgiveness will have on freshman GPAs effect the in-state
scholarship, especially considering the dwindling financial
support the scholarship is facing.

Motivations, the HOPE scholarship and the many other
issues involved in implementing a grade forgiveness policy
must be explored before long-standing decisions are made.
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OUR VIEWS Hot or Not

Gamers rejoice!
RHA has announced that it is
planning to give East Campus’s
Brittain Rec a face lift in the
coming weeks. The improvement
project will include the addition
of several arcade-type video games
and possibly a food market sim-
ilar to the West Side Diner. Com-
fy couches are sure to be the
highlight of this proming  project.
The security of the games (and
the comfy couches) from theft
need to be addressed, though.

Where’s the music?
IFC raised money and planned
on having a concert/block party
tonight, yet somehow they man-
aged to drop the ball. Even though
their bid was rejected by the band
they were courting , IFC should
have had a back up plan just in
case precisely this happened. The
lack of a block party type event
leaves students without much
to do at the Tech Sqaure open-
ing ceremonies. Unless, of course,
you’re looking for some free food.

No Cookie For You
On Wednesday, the campus
College Republicans held an af-
firmative action bake sale. While
this positive nod in their direc-
tion is not endorsing the con-
tent or political message of the
sale, we here at the ‘Nique ap-
plaud any political activism on
this campus, especially activism
that involves baked goods.

Samford Who?
The announcement that Tech is
scheduled to play Samford Uni-
versity (not to be confused with
the more distinct school to the
west, Stanford) during next fall’s
football season is a disappoint-
ment, especially considering the
success our team has had this
year and the fact that Samford is
a Division I-AA football team.

HOT NOTor

Jewish opposition to new movie unwarranted
“There will not be any

additional strain placed
upon Jewish-Christian

relations due to this movie.”
Justin Partlo

Managing Editor

Ming Hsu
EE Sophomore

“Could have been better...”

BUZZ
Around the Campus
What do you think

about midterm grade
reports?

John Simmons
CMPE Junior

“They help students maintain
awareness of their academic

performance.”

Mohit Jain
CMPE Junior

“It’s useless.”

Inder Singh
BIOL Undergrad

“They should correspond more
to the drop date if at all possi-

ble.”

Photos by Lauren Griffen

I have mixed feelings about
Mel Gibson’s newest movie, The
Passion of Christ—especially re-
garding the fact that a human
being will be trying to portray
the feelings, thoughts and emo-
tions that Jesus felt over 2,000
years ago. I do not believe any
human can play the role of Jesus
without contaminating it to some
extent. However, I believe the
message the movie represents will
still be conveyed.

Gibson’s film, expected to be
released next spring, portrays the
final 12 hours of the life of Jesus
Christ. The movie’s limited dia-
logue is filmed entirely in Latin
and Aramaic with English sub-
titles.

While the producers’ choice
to limit dialogue and use a for-
eign language might create a prob-
lem for those of us who don’t
like to read and watch at the
same time, Gibson believes it
will make the film “more real”
and will force him “to transcend
language barriers with filmic sto-
rytelling.”

The Passion of Christ will de-
mand that the audience focus
more on the actions rather than
the words of the actors because
of the foreign language. This
constraint will make adequately
portraying the role of Christ even
more of a challenge for James
Caviezel, the actor chosen for
the lead role.

Gibson does not want his film

to be like other “sterilized reli-
gious epic[s]. I’m trying to ac-
cess the story on a very personal
level and trying to be very real
about it.” The danger in his goals
for the film is that he and his cast
will almost unquestionably end
up injecting their own imper-
fect interpretations and view-
points, especially in a film that
will focus on the passion of Jesus.

In addition to the actor-role
fit problems, the film is further
tainted by the tremendous
amount of negative publicity—
mostly from members in the Jew-
ish community. Their strong
opposition to the film will de-
tract from the positive message
it is meant to convey. They ar-
gue that the film paints them as
“bloodthirsty and vengeful,” and
many are afraid that it will harm
Christian-Jewish relations across
the globe.

I can appreciate why some
Jews might feel that way, espe-
cially since most do not accept
Jesus as the Son of God. How-

ever, I think their argument is
invalid, because they are mainly
concerned about the Christian
reaction.

As a Christian, I already real-
ize that the Jews were largely
responsible for the crucifixion
of Jesus. However, the Chris-
tian faith is based upon the be-
lief that we are all equally guilty
for the death of Jesus. The foun-
dation of the religion is the be-
lief that Jesus came to this earth
for the sole purpose of sacrific-
ing His life for the sins of the
entire world. It does not endorse
a crusade against the Jewish pop-
ulation living today for acts their
ancestors committed 2,000 years
ago.

Because this view is accepted
by almost the entire Christian
faith, the Jewish opposition is
unwarranted. “Anti-Semitism is
not only contrary to my person-
al beliefs, it is also contrary to
the core message of my movie,”
Gibson said. “The Passion [of
Christ] is a film meant to in-

spire, not offend.”
I believe Gibson’s intentions

are good, and I believe he really
is trying to make an inspiration-
al film for the purpose of spread-
ing the Christian faith. Because
Christians will generally agree
with his statement, I do not be-
lieve there will be any additional
strain placed upon Jewish-Chris-
tian relations as a result of this
movie, except for the strain some
in the Jewish community seem
to be trying to create.

In light of the tremendous
pressure on the nation of Israel
right now, “for Jewish leaders to
risk alienating two billion Chris-
tians over a movie seems short-
sighted,” said Ted Haggard,
president of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals.

As I stated earlier, I have mixed
feelings about the film. I believe
the message will be severely taint-
ed by the unfortunate bad pub-
licity the film is getting in addition
to the impossible task of cor-
rectly portraying the true pas-
sion of Christ. However, I also
believe the film is a great way for
the Christian message to be spread
to people who would not other-
wise hear it.

While all the negatives could
certainly reduce public support
for the film, I tend to lean more
towards favoring it because I be-
lieve it will have a profound im-
pact the lives of thousands,
perhaps millions of people.

I read with interest Jody
Shaw’s column "Engineering
World Peace," in the Oct. 10
Technique. I agree with some of
what you said, but feel you mis-
placed a lot of focus. You assert-
ed that Israel's strike on a terror
camp in Syria derailed peace ef-
forts. Yes, you did acknowledge
the awful attack in Haifa, but
you laid primary blame on Isra-
el's strike.

You are wrong in that, Mr.
Shaw. Ultimately the blame lies
on the Palestinian and other mil-
itants/terrorists that aim to de-
stroy Israel. Until they are
defeated, there can never be hopes
of peace.

Maybe you have forgotten (as
I sometimes think former Presi-
dent Carter has) that Israel, un-
der Barak, offered 97 percent of
the West Bank and part of Jerus-
alem to the Palestinians in Sep-
tember 2000. Arafat responded
with war. He told President Clin-

ton that there never was a Jewish
temple in Jerusalem, and that
Jews have no links to the holy
land. Then he started a war. Camp
David negotiator Dennis Ross
has written several pieces that
attest to this.

This is not the first time Isra-
el offered "land for peace." In
1967, Israel offered the West
Bank to the Arab world straight
after gaining it, in return for rec-
ognition and peace. The Arab
world replied, "no recognition,
no peace, no negotiation.”

The reason the peace treaty
with Egypt worked was that the
Egyptians decided not to attack
Israel again, a favor for which
they got the Sinai (three times
Israel's size).

Egypt has not fulfilled the
provisions of the treaty relating
to normal relations, and attacks
Israel in every international fo-

See Israel, page 12
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Give spammers a taste of their own free Rx
Through the looking glass

ALAN MICHAELS
COLUMNIST

rum. Many Egyptians still hope that
the Palestinians will succeed where
Egyptian might fail.

You asserted that the Middle East
struggle is not about terror, but about
land and legitimacy. You assert that
the Bush administration has given
up neutrality by regarding the Mid
East struggle as part of the struggle
for terror. That is wrong.

Hamas' constitution calls for Is-
rael's destruction openly and trains
children and teenagers to deliber-
ately kill civilians.

If that is not terror, what is? It is
anti-Israel hypocrisy to call terror
everywhere else, but not when di-
rected against Israelis.

What do you advocate the US
do? Push Israel into unilateral gift
of the West Bank to Arafat or simi-
lar leaders? This will not bring peace.
It will simply accelerate attacks.

The Palestinian leadership and
most of the Arab world is riven with
people who believe that they can
destroy Israel with enough terror.
They are prepared to sacrifice mil-
lions of their own to do that, some-
thing Arafat and others have
repeatedly stated publicly. 70% of
the Palestinian populace just voted
(in a poll) for suicide bombs.

If you appease terror, the US
and the West will be rewarded with
more terror.

Prof. D. Lubinsky
lubinsky@math.gatech.edu

Israel from page 11

The nation-wide attack against
the telemarketers has finally
taken effect, and I haven’t

heard even once from the mindless
parrots about consolidating my stu-
dent loans at twice the present in-
terest rate!

Nevertheless, I am still receiving
enough email spam and unwanted
junk mail to choke an already bloat-
ed cow—I think it is time to turn
our wrath on the hordes of spam-
mers and corporations who force us
to sift through their unrequested
garbage.

How many times have I received
wonderful opportunities to earn $10
million dollars from relatives of a
recently deceased Kenyan warlord,
get the inkjet cartridges for a printer
I do not own filled for half the cost
or, more classically, to have my pe-
nis enlarged by following three easy
steps? Or the offers to lose weight
and put extra hair on your head?
Even better, you can answer a sur-
vey with your bank information and
social security number and save scam-
mers the trouble of doing any actual
work before they rob you.

Email spam is not limited to
thieves trying to ferret out your credit
card information, but also extends
to respectable companies doing their
best to advertise their wares with a
minimum cost.

I buy almost everything with a

credit card so that I don’t have to
carry cash, and as a result, my name
and address end up on all those bloody
lists sold under the table. I receive a
stack of pre-approved credit card
offers every time I visit home, and a
bad side effect of earning four de-
grees is that I receive not one, but
four requests from the Alumni As-
sociat ion
for money I
don’t have.

Not too
long ago,
my mother
won a $400
men’s suit
in a com-
munity raf-
f l e — s h e
clearly had
no use for it,
so I was
quite happy when $30 dollars in
alterations later, I had a nice new
three-piece suit.

Ever since, I have received email
and mailed brochures telling me of
bad prices, and why, as a poor col-
lege student, I need yet another dress
suit. I simply protest by clicking the
REMOVE button and trashing the
written materials unread. Then
there’s a maker of old-fart cars that
insists on sending emails even though
I have asked to be removed from
their list three times.

Without too much work, you
can trace back the origins of the
mail—no work at all to figure out
who sold my name to Visa for the
REI Visa card or who made it their
business to inform companies that I
am a recent college grad.

With email, more thought is re-
quired: use a list of aliases such as
email_companyX@yahoo.com un-
der bogus names and
let them all fun-
nel into your
well-guard-
ed private
account—
the next
useless of-
fer you re-
c e i v e ,
you’ll know
exactly who
sold your per-
sonal data.

The bottom line
is that the simple boy-
cott and trash routine
is no longer effective; it’s time
to unleash a can of cyber whoop-
ass. There’s no fun in boycott-
ing a company when they don’t
know you’re doing so, so let them
know you do not appreciate their
invasions.

In place of asking the govern-
ment to levy fines on violators, we
simply create socially imposed fines

to every company that wastes our
time. With telephone calls, responses
to Mrs. “Out-of-Area” can be staged
murders or “what ya wearing dar-
lin’?”

Pinging their email servers once
every micro-second is probably con-
sidered rude, so sign up the custom-
er service department for Viagra
supplements and inkjet replacements.

Find out who is legally regis-
tered on offending domain

names and toss them in
with the rest.

My personal fa-
vorite is to encourage
my absent- minded-
ness when I apply for
every single one of
those credit cards of-

fered to me, but some-
how forget to put anything

in their “no postage required
if mailed in the United
States” envelopes.

Oops.

Currently working on his
Ph.D. in Electrical En-
gineering, Alan
Michaels has been in-
volved in teaching,
research, student
government and
other random clubs

during his GT tenure
that started in 1998.


