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Abstract. Watersheds are units for surface-water
runoff and are broadly used to define the spatial extent
of surface-water investigations and management
programs. A standardized, digital data base of accurate-
ly and consistently defined watershed boundaries, or
hydrologic units, has been developed to support water
resources programs in Georgia. This new watershed
boundary map is a cooperative effort of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS), the Georgia Geographic Information
System Clearinghouse, and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). Watershed boundary
development also was coordinated with adjacent States,
and with Federal Geospatial Data Committee efforts to
create a National guideline for watershed boundary—or
hydrologic unit—mapping. The map is complete and a
digital copy may be obtained from the USGS, the
Georgia GIS Clearinghouse, or the NRCS. A hard copy
of the map and supporting report also is being produced
by the NRCS and the USGS.
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The principal characteristic of the new Georgia
watershed boundary map is that its pour points and.
boundaries are based solely on hydrologic considera-
tions. The map defines watershed boundaries at the
fourth through sixth levels (8-, 10- and 12-digit hydro-
logic units). Watershed boundaries selected for defini-
tion on this map were delineated on 1:24,000 scale
USGS topographic maps, using the most recent edition
available. The maps were scanned and digitized at a
scale of 1:12,000 or larger. The new map defines parts
of 54 8-digit watersheds; 395 10-digit watersheds with
an average area of 174 square miles, and 1,964 12-digit
watersheds with an average area of 35 square miles. The
new Georgia watershed boundary map will support
scientific investigations and management efforts on
topics such as non-point and point source contaminant
loading, ecosystem function, and coordinated partner-
ships among stakeholders whose interests are joined by
a shared watershed.
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