
KRISTEN BAILEY 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

If you ask Rachel Moorehead, the best-kept 
secret on campus is just waiting to be found at 
office365.gatech.edu. 

At the beginning 
of 2014, the Office 
of Information 
Technology (OIT) 
quietly rolled out 
a series of new 
services from the 
Microsoft Office 
365 software 
suite that are now 
available to all of 
campus, includ-
ing Microsoft’s 
SkyDrive Pro and 
Microsoft Lync 
Online.

SkyDrive Pro 
lets users upload or create files up to 2GB, with total 
storage capacity of 25GB, and collaborate on those files 
with people across campus and beyond. Lync Online  
will enable Web conferencing and instant messaging  
with anyone in the Georgia Tech system, on or off  
campus. 

The system also provides a way to collaborate with 
people outside of the Tech community using just an 
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Office 365 Online 
Services Available

OFFICE 365, continued on page 3

CAMPAIGN, continued on page 4

Computing, ISyE First 
to Reach Campaign 
Goals

 ASK AWAY

How do I become 
a vendor at the 
campus farmers 
market? 

 
To apply to 
be a vendor 
at the Georgia 
Tech Farmers 
Market 

(which kicks off again on 
March 6), submit the name 
of your business, your con-
tact information, and a brief 
description of your product 
offerings to grant.grimes@
sodexo.com. 

Have a Tech-related  
question that you’d like 
answered? Email it to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

??

OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT

In late November, the College of Computing 
became the first college to reach its goal within the 
$1.5 billion Campaign Georgia Tech.  

The $40 million mark was 
quietly topped with a com-
mitment from Google in sup-
port of faculty research within 
the School of Computer 
Science related to monitoring 
free and open access to infor-
mation on the Internet. 

Days later, the H. Milton 
Stewart School of Industrial 
and Systems Engineering 
(ISyE) followed suit, becom-
ing the first school to reach its campaign goal. Thanks to a 
bequest provision from an alumnus, ISyE surpassed $60 million.

These milestones are crossroads of sorts for both. They are 
at once celebrating great success and also looking ahead to the 
ongoing philanthropic work that remains. The campaign began 
in July 2004, with an original goal of $1 billion and a December 
2010 conclusion date. That year, the goal was expanded to $1.5 
billion and a December 2015 conclusion date. In the two years 

Instructions for getting started, 
along with FAQs, are available at 
office365.gatech.edu.

AMELIA PAVLIK 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Imagine Al Trujillo’s surprise 
when, as a Georgia Tech student, 
he received a congratulatory letter 
(and a hefty check) stating he’d 
been awarded a scholarship — that 
he didn’t apply for. 

“Dr. Ducoffe was head of Aerospace 
Engineering when I was an undergrad in 
the late 70s and early 80s,” said Trujillo, 
who is now president and chief operating 
officer of The Georgia Tech Foundation. 
“He was always pushing me to do more, to 
the point that I wondered if he really liked 
me.” 

But Trujillo was wrong. Ducoffe was  
the one who had nominated him for the 
scholarship. 

“I remember telling him how surprised 
and honored I was that he’d done this,” 
Trujillo said. “He looked at me and said, ‘I 
surprised you … maybe you’ll surprise me 
someday.’” 

Years later, Trujillo was sitting in his 

office overlooking Sydney Harbor in 
Australia when he received another letter 
from Tech — this time asking for help in 
establishing an endowed chair position in 
Ducoffe’s name. 

“I hadn’t been a regularly involved alum-
nus, but this was a turning point,” Trujillo 
said. “I reconnected with the Institute as a 
volunteer with the Alumni Association, a 

path that led to where I am now.”

Practical Guy vs. Adventurer

Trujillo assumed his role at The 
Foundation in July 2013 after a colorful 
career leading companies that handled 
everything from waste to documents. 

“When it comes to making career deci-
sions, I’ve always had a practical guy sit-
ting on one shoulder telling me to analyze 
my choices carefully — and another guy 
on the other shoulder telling me to lighten 
up and be adventurous,” he said. 

As a teenager, Trujillo learned how to fly 
airplanes, which resulted in him graduat-
ing from Tech with a bachelor’s degree 
from the School of Aerospace Engineering. 

After college, Trujillo dabbled in design-
ing rocket motors for Lockheed and real-
ized how much he enjoyed managing 
others. He headed to Stanford University, 
where Trujillo earned an MBA. 

Since then, he has lead companies from 
the United States to Australia, eventually 
ending up in Norcross. 

“Although it was the letter I received in 

Returning Favor Led Trujillo Back to Tech  

TRUJILLO, continued on page 2

NEWS BRIEFS

From the President:  
Weathering the Storm

President G.P. 
“Bud” Peterson 
shared his 

thoughts — and thank-you’s 
— related to last week’s win-
ter storm in a letter to the 
campus community. Read 
it at        

http://c.gatech.edu/1baEmMN

Share Your SnowJam 
2014 Story

Whether you 
were stuck 
in traffic for 
eight hours, 

had to camp out in a Home 
Depot for the night, or just 
had a good time sipping hot 
cocoa your family, we want 
to hear about your SnowJam 
2014 experience. Send your 
stories and images to editor@
comm.gatech.edu.           

How Politics Divide 
Facebook Friendships

A recent study 
suggests some 
of the ways that 
Facebook could 
bridge the politi-

cal divide. Find out more at          

http://c.gatech.edu/1gybrtL

Al Trujillo assumed his role as president 
and chief operating officer of The Georgia 
Tech Foundation in July 2013. 
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College of Computing Dean 
Zvi Galil and Jane Ammons, H. 
Milton Stewart and Carolyn J. 
Stewart School Chair
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Events continued on page 3

ARTS &  
CULTURE

February 7 & 8  
The Ferst Center for the Arts presents 
Push Dance Company. The group 
builds contemporary dances to gain 
a deeper understanding of the chal-
lenges attributed to mixed heritage. 
For information, call 404-894-9600.  
www.ferstcenter.gatech.edu

February 13  
The campus community is invited 
to the annual Clough Commons Art 
Crawl from 5 to 9 p.m. The event 
includes visual media, live readings, 
special performances put on by 
artistic student groups, and spoken 
word and open mic opportunities. 
Light refreshments will be available 
throughout the building.  
http://clough.gatech.edu

SEMINARS &  
LECTURES

February 5 
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC host 
and professor at Tulane University, 
will deliver Tech’s Black History 
Month Lecture at 2 p.m. in the Student 
Center Ballroom. RSVP at 
http://c.gatech.edu/1aPU7vL

February 6 
The Center for International Strategy, 
Technology, and Policy and The 
Tennenbaum Institute present a talk 
by Major General Tony Cucolo of the 
U.S. Army War College on the role of 
higher education in the development 
of strategic Army leaders at 11 a.m. in 
the Crescent Room, Student Center. 
www.cistp.gatech.edu

The School of Aerospace Engineering 
welcomes Robert Crippen, retired U.S. 
Navy Captain and former NASA astro-
naut, who will speak on “The Space 
Shuttle and I” at 3:30 p.m. in Room 
144, Clough Commons. 
www.ae.gatech.edu

February 7 
The School of Economics presents  
Garth Heutel speaking on “Time 
Preferences, Health Behaviors, and 
Energy Consumption” at 2 p.m. in 
Room G10, Old CE Building.   
www.econ.gatech.edu

February 12 
The IMPACT Series welcomes Lisa 
Morden, Kimberly-Clark’s senior  
director for Global Sustainability, 
at 4:30 p.m. in LeCraw Auditorium, 
Scheller College of Business.   
http://ile.gatech.edu/IMPACT.html

February 17 
As part of the School of History, 
Technology, and Society Speaker 
Series, Rick Keller of the University of 
Wisconsin will speak on “Medicine, 
Images, and Power Across the 
Postcolonial Divide” at 4 p.m. in Room 
104, Old CE Building.    
www.hts.gatech.edu

TRUJILLO, continued from page 1

Tech Launches Africa Atlanta 2014 Initiative
REBECCA KEANE 
IVAN ALLEN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

Arts and culture, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship — these aren’t 
concepts that typically come to mind 
when Americans think of Africa.

      
But a Georgia Tech-led initiative has ambi-

tious goals to recast narrow and negative 
perceptions about the continent and highlight 
Atlanta as a center for action.  

The idea for 
Africa Atlanta 
2014 grew out 
of a conversation 
over lunch one 
day when Ivan 
Allen College of 
Liberal Arts Dean 
Jacqueline Royster 
learned that the 
Royal Museum 
of Central Africa 
in Tervuren, 
Belgium, was clos-
ing for renovation 
and was willing 
to have pieces 

from its spectacular collection tour outside of 
Belgium.  

She immediately set about finding partners 
and funding to bring to Atlanta an exhibi-
tion that was being curated for a U.S. tour, 
KONGO across the WATERS.

“From our start in 2012, we’ve found tre-
mendous enthusiasm for this project,” Royster 
said. “The arts became our pebble in the 
pond.”  

The ripple spread across universities, visual 
and performing arts organizations, African 
Diaspora heritage communities, governmen-
tal organizations and agencies (local, state, 
national, and international), nongovernmental 
organizations, business, and industry. 

Taking a cue from the highly successful 
model for France-Atlanta, Royster chose a 
holistic approach and included activities span-
ning not only arts and culture, but education, 
business and innovation, and global affairs. 

“The idea is to see the arts as a lens for 
understanding cultures more robustly within 
a global context,” she said. “We are thrilled to 
have one of the world’s foremost collections 
of African art to anchor this initiative. We are 
also thrilled to add many other amazing artis-
tic and cultural activities.”  

Events across the city are already underway. 
Upcoming campus events include the  
following:

• Mapping Place: Africa Beyond Paper  
(Feb. 28): An exhibition exploring the 
changing representation and projection 
of space that has shaped our approach to 
Africa at the Robert C. Williams Paper 
Museum. Admission is free. 

•	Shuffle, Shake, and Shatter by Sanford 
Biggers (Feb. 28-May 17): A multimedia 
film suite exploring the formation and  

dissolution of identity at the Ferst Center 
for the Arts. Tickets are $8. 

•	Africa Beyond Africa: The Future of 
Cultural, Social, and Scientific Research 
Conference (May 16-17): This event will 
focus on challenges museums face today 
including uses of science and technology for 
presentation and representation. See www.
africaatlanta.org for registration fees and 
details.  

•	KONGO across the WATERS (May 17- 
Sept. 21): Art and artifacts from the Royal 
Museum for Central Africa explore con-
nections between the art and culture of the 
Kongo peoples and African-American art in 
the United States at Jimmy Carter Library 
and Museum. Tickets are $8.

View the full schedule of events:

         www.africaatlanta.org

“From our 
start in 2012, 
we’ve found 
tremendous 
enthusiasm 
for this project 
... The arts 
became our 
pebble in the 
pond.”

Australia that prompted my re-involvement 
with Tech, moving to Norcross enabled me 
to be a more active participant, first through 
the Alumni Association as a trustee and 
then chairman, and later as a trustee to The 
Foundation,” he added.

Spreading the Word

“So what does The Foundation do?” This is 
the No. 1 question 
that Trujillo has 
heard since step-
ping into his new 
role. 

The Foundation 
has three main 
duties:

• Receive and 
manage funds. 
The Foundation 
has approximately 
$1.7 billion in 
assets, with $1.4 
billion of it in 
investments. (The 
unit has its own 
in-house invest-
ment team to 

assist in the decision-making process.) “It’s 
income from this $1.4 billion that helps pay 

for scholarships, faculty chairs, and institute 
infrastructure,” Trujillo added. 

• Follow donors’ wishes. “It’s our job to 
ensure that money is distributed in a way 
that is consistent with our donors’ wishes,” 
he said. “Sometimes their directions aren’t 
the most convenient, but we need to follow 
them.” 

• Manage the giving database. The 
Foundation oversees the major database that 
everyone on campus — from the Office of 
Development to Athletics — uses to identify 
and work with donors.  

A Day on the Job

One of the most satisfying parts of Trujillo’s 
job is being around students — something 
that wasn’t a fact of life in other leadership 
positions he’s served in. 

“Working in a higher education environ-
ment was one of the things that appealed 
most to me about this role,” Trujillo said. 
“Whether it’s getting to guest lecture for a 
class or meeting with a student I’ve mentored 
to help him mull over job options, I love these 
opportunities.” 

In addition to meeting with students, 
Trujillo spends his days reviewing the invest-
ment results for The Foundation and serving 
on a number of Institute committees, such as 

those for the Alumni Association, Athletics, 
Arts Council, and Facilities. 

 “I joined a well-run organization, but there 
are always opportunities for improvement,  
and I will be looking for ways to run The 
Foundation even more efficiently,” he said. 
“I also look forward to finding new ways to 
leverage The Foundation’s resources in sup-
port of Georgia Tech and am always open to 
suggestions from the campus community. So, 
if you have feedback, please don’t hesitate to 
let me know.” 

Take 5: Al Trujillo
Five facts about Tech’s newest president 
and chief operating officer of The Georgia 
Tech Foundation:

• Hometown: Miami, Fla. 
• Childhood Dream: To play third base 

for the Baltimore Orioles.
• Favorite Spot on Campus: Outside 

Clough Commons by the outdoor 
sculptures.

• Best Lunch Spot: The Spence.
• In His Spare Time: Trujillo owns a 

small farm east of Atlanta where he  
and his family enjoy tending to an old 
plantation house, horses, cows,  
and timber trails. 

The full schedule of Africa Atlanta 2014 events 
is available at www.africaatlanta.org.

“Whether it’s 
getting to guest 
lecture for a 
class or meeting 
with a student 
I’ve mentored 
to help him 
mull over 
job options, 
I love these 
opportunities.”
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AUTOMOBILES

2002 Mazda Protégé 5. Blue. $3,300 
OBO. One owner, 206,388 miles, all 
maintenance up to date. Power steer-
ing, four-door hatchback, FWD, power 
windows/door locks. Call 678-701-7202 
or email ingacurly2@gmail.com.

1996 4WD metallic blue RAV 4 four-
door, very good condition, 92,000 miles. 
Includes custom stainless steel bumper 
and heavy-duty roof rack. Great for off-
roading. Handles well on ice and snow. 
Asking $3,900. Call 678-995-5067.

2011 Chrysler 200 Convertible (metal-
lic blue/black top and black interior). 
56,000 miles. Excellent condition. 
$20,000. Call Sheila at 404-610-9649  
or email swillis@gatech.edu.

2008 ACURA RDX AWD with Tech Pkg. 
73,000 miles, bronze pearl, navigation, 
sunroof, back-up camera, satellite radio, 
leather, dealer maintained, power seats/
windows, roof rack, and more. Excellent 
condition! $17,900. Email  
ad31@facilities.gatech.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifieds continued on page 4
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EVENTS

For a more comprehensive listing of 
events updated daily, visit  
www.gatech.edu/calendar

TRAINING

February 5 
A course on defensive driving will be 
offered from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Crescent Room, Student Center 
Commons. Register at    
trains.gatech.edu

The Office of Emergency 
Preparedness will offer training on 
weather hazards and precautions at 
11 a.m., location TBA. Register at      
trains.gatech.edu

February 12 
A course on CPR/AED/first aid will 
be offered from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Crescent Room, Student Center 
Commons. Register at    
trains.gatech.edu

February 18 
A Crime Prevention 101 class will be 
offered from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 
Manufacturing Research Building 
Auditorium. Register at    
trains.gatech.edu

MISCELLANEOUS

February 7  
The Language Cafe provides a great 
opportunity for English speakers to 
practice their foreign language skills 
with Language Institute students. The 
cafe meets at the picnic tables in front 
of the O’Keefe Building from noon to 
2 p.m. In case of rain or cold, it will 
meet upstairs in the lounge.  

http://esl.gatech.edu

OFFICE 365, continued from page 1

Postdoc Services Introduces New Resources
VICTOR ROGERS
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Since opening last fall, Tech’s 
Office of Postdoctoral Services has 
been connecting the dots among 
postdoctoral fellows, faculty mentors, 
and the administration by hosting 
networking events, orientation ses-
sions, and workshops.  

      
Now the office is launching a website fea-

turing resources for postdoctoral fellows and 
faculty mentors.

“The website 
will be a one-stop-
shop for informa-
tion regarding pol-
icies, career devel-
opment resources, 
benefits, grants 
and fellowships, 
and mentoring,” 
said Jana Stone, 
who started last 
September as 
the first manager 
of the Office of 
Postdoctoral 
Services. 

“We want the 
website — and 
the Office of 
Postdoctoral 
Services — to be a 

resource for postdoctoral fellows and faculty,” 
Stone said. “Incoming postdocs can learn 

about what to expect at Georgia Tech, current 
postdocs can learn about career opportunities 
and how to apply for grants and fellowships, 
and faculty mentors can review best  
practices.” 

The Office of Postdoctoral Services, which 
is under the Office of the Vice Provost for 
Graduate Education and Faculty Affairs, is 
charged by the Office of the Provost to invest 
in the culture of postdoctoral fellows, also 
called “postdocs,” to help build their skills 
so that they can move on to rewarding per-
manent positions. A postdoc holds a doctoral 
degree, is in a temporary position pursuing 
research with a faculty mentor, and is acquir-
ing the professional skills needed for career 
advancement. Of the 355 postdocs at Tech, 
half are in the College of Engineering and 
one-third are in the College of Sciences. 

“The excitement from around the cam-
pus about the creation of the postdoc office 
has been striking,” said Susan Cozzens, vice 
provost of Graduate Education and Faculty 
Affairs. “Postdocs are key to the success of 
many of our research areas. To attract the 
best, we need to offer a strong range of career 
development opportunities and favorable 
conditions of work. We want our postdoc-
toral scholars to move into productive career 
pathways and become ambassadors who build 
Georgia Tech’s international reputation.”

In addition to launching and maintain-
ing a new website, the Office of Postdoctoral 
Services has several other projects underway, 
including: 

• Collaborating with the Center for the 
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning  
to offer a Tech to Teaching workshop  
based on the principles of learner-centered 
teaching. 

• Creating a road map of activities for post-
docs to follow, from the initial conversation 
to career development. 

• Writing a strategic plan that will address 
postdocs’ concerns identified in the Campus 
Climate Survey and a 2011 survey of post-
docs. 

“We’re looking for other opportunities to 
collaborate across campus and also with other 
institutions and organizations,” said Stone, 
who is vice-chair of the National Postdoctoral 
Association’s 2014 meeting. “We welcome 
all suggestions that will help us improve the 
postdoctoral experience at Georgia Tech.”

   http://postdocs.gatech.edu

“The website 
will be a one-
stop-shop for 
information 
regarding 
policies, career 
development 
resources, 
benefits, 
grants and 
fellowships, 
and 
mentoring.”

email address.
During town halls held last year, central messages from 

attendees included the desire for a global collaboration suite 
with more storage space, a better way to edit and collabo-
rate in real time, and ways to help people stay connected. 
All of those concerns are being addressed with these new 
services.

“The 25 gigs of storage space is a big selling piece,” said 
Moorehead, systems support engineer in OIT who’s been 
shepherding the rollout of these new services. “I know a lot 
of departments are very interested in the instant messaging 
service, especially for those who telework.”

Those with concerns about privacy can rest assured that 
Tech, not a third-party vendor, secures the information.

“We own all our data and have complete control over it,” 
Moorehead said. All information is protected and supported 
by Tech, meaning OIT can assist with any potential issues, 
instead of having to refer users to an external entity. 

One of the facets of Tech’s 25-year strategic plan is that 
its “technologies, including information technology/com-
puting power, must facilitate service and innovation.” As 
the Institute aspires to be a world leader in higher educa-
tion, OIT is doing its part to provide systems that serve not 
only Tech’s goals and strategies but also its people.

Office 365 will be integrated with the campus directory, 
so users can find each other and start collaborating without 
knowing someone’s email address.

It also works on all mobile devices and tablets, allowing 
users to maintain the intended integrity of their documents 
back and forth among desktop applications, mobile applica-
tions, and the cloud. The software is cloud-based and avail-
able for download at 

                  office365.gatech.edu

Knowledge is power when it comes to not being a victim of a crime. This 
map shows where crimes that merited a Clery Alert (distributed to warn about 
crimes that represent threats to the campus community) occurred between 
Oct. 1 and Dec. 31.

                                   http://police.gatech.edu

Quarterly Clery Alert Update  

This graph shows the percentage of post-
doctoral fellows in the various colleges/
units at Georgia Tech who will benefit  
from the Office of Postdoctoral Services 
website and services.
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REAL ESTATE/
ROOMMATES

3BR/large bonus room/2.5BA 2,543 sq. 
ft. cul-de-sac house (quiet neighbor-
hood) rents ($1,250) or sells (less than 
$179,000), available now. Customer-
driven. Tech relocation. Hardwoods and 
neutral plush carpet; privacy-fenced 
backyard; master and laundry on main. 
Only 17 miles from Tech (off I-20). Call 
404-384-5571.

3BR/2BA peaceful, furnished, waterfront 
cottage along the southern outer banks 
(Morehead City, N.C.). $750/week, Wi-Fi, 
central A/C, W/D, hammock, and 400-
foot dock. Boat slip. NO SMOKING OR 
PETS. More info available at http://travel.
ajc.com/ads/158 or email jud.ready@
gatech.edu.

For sale: 2BR/1BA condo in Ardmore 
Park, Midtown/Buckhead area, $100K.
Central AC/heat, wood floors, washer/
dryer, and two off-street parking spaces.
Walking distance to restaurants/muse-
ums. Call Rhonda at 678-366-7846.

Roommate needed to share 2BR/2BA 
condo in Sky Lofts in West End. Gated 
with underground parking. Washer/dryer 
in unit, stainless steel appliances, and 
hardwood floors. $625 plus electricity. 
Call 404-427-9186.

MISCELLANEOUS

Fancy chest of drawers with rounded-top 
doors closing over the top. Three draw-
ers. Two larger bottom drawers. Top of 
chest is bell shaped. Furniture stores 
sell lower quality for $800 and up. $350 
or make an offer. Call 678-429-4964 or 
email lynchpen@windstream.net.

Free black and white bunny available 
for immediate adoption. The bunny is in 
excellent health and friendly. Cage and 
food provided. Email lubinsky@math.
gatech.edu.

Several beautifully framed paintings 
for home or office including a Thomas 
Blackshear painting; the Prayer of Jabez; 
The 10 Commandments; and a large por-
trait featuring famous African-American 
writers and poets. Call 404-642-1263.

Xerox ColorQube 8570N laser printer 
with extra set of CMYK solid ink blocks. 
NEARLY NEW. Works great for office, 
lab, or home. $400 (cost $600). Ethernet 
for network printing. Call 678-995-5067.

Tube televisions for sale. Two 27 in., 
$25 each, and one 20 in., $10. Contact 
michael.gray@me.gatech.edu.

Contemporary silver metal queen size 
bed with mattress. Like new! $250.  
Photo available upon request. Email  
butterflydreams1@gmail.com.

Adopt a Tech kitten or cat. All are 
spayed/neutered with some shots.  
Reduced adoption fees for employees, 
students, and affiliates. Contact www.
krazyaboutkats.com, jgiles@cc.gatech.
edu, or marilyn.smith@ae.gatech.edu.

Cannondale Mountain/Road Bike. 
Magnum model. Wheel quick release, 
Derailleur drivetrain, warranty, more. 
Purchased about 2002 and rarely used. 
Seat has tear in it. $450 OBO. Call 678-
642-6691.

Top-quality hickory furniture for sale in 
mint condition. Beautiful oval mahogany 
dining table with six chairs. Includes pad 
for table. $300. Matching mahogany side-
board. Lots of room for storage. $200. 
Call 404-248-0645 or email staruna@
yahoo.com.

Ads run for at least three issues in the 
order in which they are received.  

Submit your 35-word-or-less ad to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
Community News

Buzzworthy  
Achievements

MARGARET TATE 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

“Adopt a Tech kitten or cat … 
Reduced adoption fees for employ-
ees, students, and affiliates.” This 
ad in The Whistle classifieds has left 
some members of the campus com-
munity puzzled. Georgia Tech has 
cats?          

The short answer to that question is yes. 
“Every place has cats,” said Marilyn Smith, 

professor in the 
School of Aerospace 
Engineering. “No mat-
ter where.” 

It’s a fact, but it 
doesn’t have to be a 
problem — and that’s 
where Smith and 
other volunteers come 
in. This small, unof-
ficial group, known 
as Campus Cats, has 
worked since 1997 to 
keep Tech’s cat popu-
lation as small and 
healthy as possible. 

Back then, cat sight-
ings were alarmingly frequent due to a num-
ber of construction projects that disturbed 
their secluded habitats. A few concerned 
Auxiliary Services staffers put out a call for 
volunteers, and the group’s first inventory 
revealed close to 200 feral cats living on 
Tech’s 450 acres. 

Volunteers began capturing, spaying or 
neutering, and vaccinating the feral cats 
before releasing them back onto campus. 
Any kittens or newly abandoned (i.e., tame) 

cats that were discovered were rescued, 
treated, and put up for adoption. Central to 
this effort were feeding stations — set up 
off the beaten path to avoid compromising 
the campus aesthetic — to ensure the cats 
were nourished and also to give volunteers a 
means to monitor the population.

One fecund feline in particular, Mama 
Calico, has eluded capture for almost 10 
years, but hundreds more have been caught 
and fixed or adopted out.

Through these methods (sanctioned by the 
Humane Society of America), the campus 
cat population has been greatly reduced. In 
recent years, it has been holding steady at 
about 40 to 50 cats, estimated Josie Giles, 
marketing and communications manager 
for Robotics and Big Data. Giles coordinates 
Campus Cats activities and runs Krazy About 
Kats, a nonprofit organization (not affiliated 
with Tech) that helps many Tech rescues 
find a home. 

 In time, the campus cat population may 
get even smaller, but nature guarantees it will 
never be zero. “If you actually trapped all the 
cats and moved them somewhere else, you 
will get more cats here,” Giles said. “Nature 
does hate a void. ” 

Having a healthy population of cats staking 
out Tech territory helps discourage aban-
doned or feral cats from surrounding neigh-
borhoods from migrating onto campus, Giles 
pointed out. Unfortunately, she added, some 
cats are deliberately “dumped” on campus. 

“Research by the Humane Society shows 
that campuses are the No. 3 place people 
dump animals, after vets and shelters,” Giles 
said. “And honestly, statistically, quoting the 
Humane Society, many of the animals that 
are dumped come from students themselves.” 

Smith said there’s a misconception that 

campuses are a safe place to abandon a cat. 
“Please let everybody know that dumping a 
cat on campus is not appropriate,” she said. 
“If they’ve [the cat] been inside, they don’t 
know how to adapt. There are predators. 
They might get killed by a fox or run over.” 

Another misconception, Smith said, is that 
the cats might pose a threat to humans or 
birds. “These cats are not hungry, they’re 
healthy, so they’re only going to go after 
the easy ground prey — voles, moles, and 
rats — things we don’t want on campus,” 
she said. “And they’re not going to menace 
anybody. They don’t come to me, and I feed 
them! They’re certainly not going to go after 
students.” 

 For more information or to help, contact 
jgiles@cc.gatech.edu or marilyn.smith@
ae.gatech.edu. 

         www.krazyaboutkats.com

Volunteers Keep Cat Population in Check

“If you 
actually 
trapped all 
the cats and 
moved them 
somewhere 
else, you will 
get more 
cats here ... 
Nature does 
hate a void.”

This young female was recently captured 
and treated according to the trap, neuter, 
release method prescribed by the Humane 
Society for controlling cat populations on 
college campuses and similar  
environments. 
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that remain, Tech will continue to focus 
on meeting core institutional needs —  
student support, faculty support, and  
facilities construction and equipment.

During the past nine years, private 
philanthropy has enabled the College 
of Computing and ISyE to increase the 
number of endowed faculty; increase the 
number of merit- and need-based scholar-
ships to attract the brightest, most talented 
students; and ensure that its facilities, 
laboratories, and learning spaces are on 
the cutting edge of technology. Notably, 
ISyE was named during Campaign Georgia 
Tech — in 2006, the result of a $20 mil-
lion commitment from alumnus Milton 
Stewart and his wife, Carolyn, making 
it the fourth named school within the 
College of Engineering.   

This good news gives both units a 
well-deserved moment to pause and cel-
ebrate these accomplishments. Dean Zvi 
Galil, Dean and John P. Imlay Chair of 
Computing, took the helm in 2010 fol-
lowing the successful eight-year tenure of 
Dean Rich DeMillo. Under their leader-
ship, and with the hard work and com-
mitment of Senior Development Director 
Mary Alice Isele, Development Associate 
Meg Poitevint, and former Development 
Directors Juan McGruder and Christina 
Pearson, the College of Computing has 

achieved something great.
In ISyE, Development Director Nancy 

Sandlin has worked tirelessly to nurture 
relationships, communicate aspirations, 
and connect individuals, corporations, 
and foundations to the school, harness-
ing the support of colleagues along the 
way. Jane Ammons, the H. Milton Stewart 
and Carolyn J. Stewart School Chair, said, 
“What is and has been crucial in main-
taining our reputation as one of the best 
industrial and systems engineering pro-
grams in the world is the philanthropic 
support from our alumni and friends.” She 
added, “Their generosity has been the dif-
ference maker, without question.” 

Building on this success will be the 
focus during the next two years, as 
Campaign Georgia Tech winds to a close. 
Galil emphasized, “There are pressing and 
continuing needs within the college — 
from adding significantly more endowed 
faculty chairs and professorships to reno-
vating the College of Computing Building 
and naming the college — and they can-
not be met without the support that comes 
from private philanthropy. Nor can the 
College reach its highest aspirations with-
out meeting those pressing needs. We’re 
just getting warmed up.”

 http://c.gatech.edu/15nooQ5

CAMPAIGN, continued from page 1

INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

The following Georgia Tech employees 
and units have received honors in recent 
months:    

• Hermann Fritz, associate 
professor in the School of 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, has won the 
2014 Plinius Medal from 
the European Geosciences 
Union.  

•	Tom Conte, professor in 
the School of Computer Science, was elected the 
2014 president-elect of the Computer Society 
of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers. David Bader, professor in the School 
of Computational Science and Engineering 
and executive director of High-Performance 
Computing, was named to the organization’s 
Board of Governors.   

• Golf team coach Bruce Heppler is being inducted 
into the Golf Coaches Hall of Fame.  

	  Awards for this feature are accepted on an ongoing 
basis. Provide name, title, unit, and honor (spelling out 
acronyms) to editor@comm.gatech.edu. 


