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The Daily Grind  Coffeehouse Gallery 
Atlanta, GA 
Anti-Rationale: a collective of artists 
those included in this project: Swagner 
Reproductions, Fimeas Flick, P. Jiles, 
Came Clements, Rose Mariicho 

This piece is hardy a piece by any stretch of 
the word's denotation. This event (priced at 
$8200) would hardly seem possible to 
commodify in any practical manner. How- 
ever, not to be outdone by Warhol or Haring, 
Anti-Ra tionale offers postcards, posters, T- 
shirts, and coffee mugs for purchase. Each 
exhibits some aspect or quality from the 
actual event on display. It is a four part 
event that includes a collection of sculp- 
tures/artifacts; documentation of a dig site 
and excavation of these artifacts not yet 
accurately dated, and a representation of an 
art exhibit-self referentially describing the 
very event taking place. The fourth part is 
left for discussion afterwards. 

The Artifacts: 

These sculp tuxes vary in their size, aesthe tic, 
and content as much as they do in the man- 
ner of creation. The pieces from local At- 
lanta Sculptor/ Archeologist P. jiles's col- 
lection "Shattered Art" are all of the Gxeco- 
Roman traditional subject matter. One piece 
is foot in sand, Achilles Heel, another is the 
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the 

dig site 
by ashley raikri 

remaining head from a horse presumed to 
be actual size before the original was lost 
leaving only this skull portion preserved. 
Tiles's sculptures/artifacts are individually 
composed of fragment pieces of baked and 
glazed clays. Each piece was initially hand 
sculpted, allowed to dry, then vaulted from 
his studio table onto the cement floor. After 
being fired, glazed and re-fired the assort- 
ment of fragments was reassembled in vari- 
ous ways to achieve the final image: An 
artifact in the first stages of restoration. The 
pieces by Swagner Reproductions a Mu- 
seum sponsored artifact reproduction com- 
pany based in Atlanta were created in a 
much more deceptive manner. In order to 
avoid the question of imitation archeology 
and quality deception, they have created 
the perception (with photographs of actual 
artifacts from various museums) of original 
work that could only be represented by 
plaster casts made from fiberglass molds 
taken from original artifacts. This is what 
they actually do. In the context of the art 
showing, placed next,to the other simulacra 
of artifacts, their casts become dis-authenti- 
cated. One assumes that these originals 
might never have existed and that the casts 
are cast from contemporary imitations of 
archeological artifacts. AU of the Art-ifacts 
have a similar means of communication. 
Each assortment raises similar questions. 
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What is original? The sculptors are using 
modern technology that is de tenpining the 
culture of Now to reproduce a representa- 
tion of Before. The pastiche of-materials, 
technological manners of production, and 
actual authenticities leaves a viewer beg- 
ging for a cognitive map to place these events 
in relation to oneself. 

The DigSite: 

This is a very standard boring looking set of 
texts and photographs, graphs and blue- 
prints. The photos are all close ups of one of 
the artifacts in the exhibition buried, dirty 
and damaged. This allows the percep tion of 
authenticity on the dig site without having 
to actually represent the dig site in celluloid. 
The mea tion of the dig site is achieve to very 
convincing blue-prints and funding con- 
tracts complete with imitation memos from 
Museum personnel. This entire portion of 
the exhibit is less a visual experience as it is 
one of self-deception. Were the artists more 
financially affluent they would cex tainly 
have had the technology to more convinc- 
ingly represent the dig site in .a complete 
and visually intriguing style. Here is a clear 
example of how these artists have been lim- 
ited by their economy and determined by 
their technology. Desktop publishing and 
modern photography along with photo- 
copying and contemporary design technol- 
ogy have allowed the creation of a Cogni- 
tive simulacra. The visual simulacra is left 
for the audience to create out of this Flow- 
chart for meaning in language. Questions 
not answered here are difficult to appreci- 
ate. Does Anti-Rationale expect us to be- 
lieve this map. Are we to actually accept it 
? How could one possibly accept it after 
viewing the actual artifacts that any arche- 
ologist could declare as twentieth century 
sculpture. 

The Review: 

It is at this point that one begins to recall 

surrealist painting of Escher and Dali? 
Where am I? This is the question the reader 
must ask. Which level is my consciousness 
operating upon. The third part of the exhi- 
bition is a collection or magazine and peri- 
odical articles removed from the journals 
themselves and screened onto plaster tab- 
lets in way that eludes adequate descrip- 
tion. Each tablet contains an article. Each 
ar tide is a review of this exhibit, each dated 
four months from Now. O n  each tablet are 
include the short ending paragraphs of an 
article before the review that shares the top 
half of a beginning page and perhaps the 
first few line of a following article or review 
on a different subject. The enclosing texts of 
each tablet are all different, one is taken 
form an essay and an advertisement in 
Scien~fic American, This would be the Sci- 
entific American tablet. There is also an Art 
Papers tablet, etc. However each article is 
an identical copy of itself. More poignantIy 
each article is this text. The need €or a 
cognitive map is made self-evident 

The Fourth Wall. 
1 

The fourth wall is the most reassuring and 
deceptively familiar part of the event taking 
place. Like every museum exhibit there is a 
cylindricd post with a glass casing on top 
holding a short index card size text with 
information about the exhibit. It stands 
between tow thick cable ropes connected to 
two other posts. The card describes the 
exhibit as a collection of Art pieces left in a 
basement store room of the Fox Theater 
recently found during renovation efforts. It  
offers no explanation or unveiling simply a 
reason for the display. It becomes oiily 
slight disturbing when it is examine again, 
in the lower right hand corner in a small font 
with smudged ink one can read a Museum 
logo and date: March 9,1998. 

Ashley Raiteri is II detective novel writer 
working and living in Athens , GA 
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alternative 
Alternative is an word that is increas- 
ingly becoming the new buzz word to 
describe the new corporate sponsored 
teenage rebeltion. Increasingly the 
word a1 ternative is being used as a key 
word to hawk a 'new' form of look and 
'attitude' packaged by the music in- 
dustry. What does the word alterna- 
tive mean anymore? Is the definition 
of alternative when used by the music 
industry to describe a form of music 
equal to its literary definition? OF is 
the word being used to represent a 
new form of music industry TV din- 
ner? 
The word a1 terna tive when applied to 
music did mean the music is indepen- * 
dent of control by major record com- 
panies, and is incompatible with main- 
stream tastes. How can Nirvana's 
"Teen Spirir' be considered truly al- 
kernative when it consists of the same 
three chords plus distortion that have 
always sold songs? How can Pearl 
Jam be alternative when they have the 
same manager as Guns and Roses? Or 
howaboutSoundGarden touringwith 
Guns and Roses? Why are bands st i l l  
considered a1 terna tive when their busi- 
ness practices are the same as bands 
that are not alternative? Why can Min- 
istry be considered an alternative band 
when lead singerlguitarist A1 
Jourgansen will not release anything 
by the band on his label, Wax Trax, 
instead of the major label Sire? 

How can Spin consider itself alterna- 
tive when it spends more print space 
reviewing corporate releases(the new 
Madonna LP is a good example) in- 
stead of underground bands that very 
few peopIe have heard about? When 
Spin does tell its readers about a band 
which is not on a major record label, 
the band already has three to four 
releases (S tee1 Pole Bathtub, Jaw- 
breaker, Fugazi are prime examples). 
Outside of Fugazi, very few people 
who read Spin seem to be interested in 
the few underground bands that are 
covered in Spin. If Spin is so alterna- 
tive, why do Spin interviews ask the 
same' questions that Rolling Stone 
wodd ask?(l) Or how about the lack 
of questions? Articles in Spin whish 
discuss a band tend to be more of a 
essay spreading propaganda about the 
band, while the writer tries to con- 
vince everybody that he/she is a good 
writer. What is so alternative about 
huge essays over-hyping a band? 
Raging on Spin would be useful if a lot 
of the nineties alternative crowd actu- 
ally read Spin. Most of the so calIed 
alternative crowd source of new mu- 
sic is 120 Minutes on MTV, whatever 
Billboard puts in its college top 10 and 
what the local trendy coIIege record 
store sells. Concerning 120 Minutes, 
the whole idea of two hours of alterna- 
tive music shown on a broadcasting 
station which is primarily concerned 

1 Speaking of RoUlng Stone, ha6 mybody notice how i~ Is eht.mlrlnR? Issuesseem to be l d n g  pawps, but the prlm 16 remdning &e m e .  
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#to- what? 
about making money is absurd. Is the 
music going to be a1 ternative or just a 
rehash of mainstream music in an- 
other slightly different form with the 
word alternative pasted on it? The 
whole idea of rebellious music being 
produced by corporate executives with 
only concern for profit margin makes 
no sense to me. Yeah the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers say "obscene" phrases on na- 
tional TV, but the Red Hot Chili Pep- 
pers are alIowed to say Tuck' on the 
air because they sell records. Selling 
records means more money €or the big 
record executive who will hire law- 
yers to protect his bread and. butter 
band. 
Major record labels in effect sell ste- 
reotyped revolution to the average 
person who eats it thinking the form of 
rebellion is something new. Newspa-. 
pers andmagazines are printing alter- 
native is back, a5 far as I am concerned 
it never left. 
AI terna tive is not just music# the whole 
alternative fashion of look has been 
digested and assimilated as products 
to make more profit for corporations. 
You can buy Doc Martins at Lenox 
Square. How can buying Docs with 
your parents credit card at one hun- 
dred dollars a pair be considered alter- 
native? The alternative look is now 
nothing but a representation of a new 
mainstream look. Not only is fashion 
a necessary, but proper behavior at 

shows is required too. Moshpits seem 
to happen at shows because it  is re- 
quired behavior. Let us face the truth, 

. the crowd at a Slayer show and the 
crowd at a Ministry show both act the 
same. So what is the difference be- 
tween the two social groups? 
Alternative nightcl~ibs is another in- 
teresting issue. What is a1 ternative 
about the Cottoii Club having a1 terna- 
tive night on Tuesday a j i d  Rock night 
on Thursday? What is so alternative 
about the Masquerade selling Guns 
and Roses t-shirts right next to Jesus 
Lizard t-shirts? Or how about War- 
rant playing the night before Fugazi? 
The answer to all my questions is 
simpleIand I am sure all of you know 
what I am trying to say), alternative 
the word, 110 longer represents a truly 
groundbreaking musical and cultural 
continuum outside of the mainstream. 
Alternative is being assiniila ted in to 
mainstreamculture the same way hip- 
pie, metal, and rap were assimilated. 
AIternative will probably become a 
mainstream music genre in which only 
bands that have enough money for the 
right manager arid can pay to play wil 
succeed in the corporate a1 ternative 
world. The bottom line is that alterrta- 
tive is just another forum for corporate 
executives to make money. The word 
alternative no longer represents the 
underground scene. 

by gavin 

2 1 wanttowtltethatmyar~cledaePnotstatethattheundergrwndmuslcsceneisgolngcompletely mainstream What ri~ynrt(clestatesIsthntthe 

word alternative can no longer be used to repwent new musk 

New ldeologles 9 I 
1 



the .-. “W new ? t 

feminism by andrea kluge 

The “new” feminism is here. Or so scores of 
newspapers and magazines proclaim. Angered 
by the Clarence Thomas encroachments on re- 
productive freedoms, persuaded by the logic of 
Susan Fduudi’sBacklash and Naomi Wolf’s The 
Beauty Myth- both depicting men as conscious 
conspirators in the continued oppression of 
women - women of the twentysomething gen- 
eration have taken up the feminist battle cry. A 
few years ago the“f’ word was aterm with which 
few college women identified, professing one’s 
feminism a surefire formula, I’m told, of dateless 
weekends ahead. Today a growing pool of 
young women call themselves feminists with 
pride. And on the surface that’s a good thing. 
1 remember when six and a half years ago I heard 
Elizabeth Fox-Genevese's debut performance 
as the direc tor of women’s studies at Emory. The 
days of bra-buming feminism were over, she 
told us. The militant feminism of yesteryears 
could be cast aside without grief. The “new” 
feminism invited inclusiveness; it allowed women 
to love men, enjoy sex, shave their legs, get 
manicures, wear perfume, make cookies and, 
yes, stili call themselves feminists. I found these 
words of wisdom comforting. But they also left 
me floundering. Arriving at the talk seeking an 
ideological anchor, I left uncertain. So I was a 
feminist after all. But what, exactly, did that 
mean? And why did I have the sneaking suspi- 
cion that my convictions and those of other 
women in the room, all of us now happily sport- 
ing the “good feminist” label, could be diametri- 
cally opposed? And in the end, did this matter‘? 
Fox-Genovese’s demystification of feminism 
- destroying the pathological caricatures of 
feminists as fire-breathing man-haters while 
extolling its value to women of all backgrounds 

- was a useful exercise. But from the vantage 
point of 1993, I wony that an unintended conse- 
quence of the inclusiveness of the “new” femi- 
nism which has brought it to the masses (a 
Cartesian “I’m angry at hat happened to Anita 
Hill therefore T must be a feminist”), has been the 
dilution of the meaning of the tern and, by 
extension its value to the American women. I 
worry that converts to the “new feminism rely on 
the ideology as a social crutch, not a call to 
political action. Smothered by the rhetoric of 
passivity, the fail to acknowledge the practical 
import of a potent message. Yes, women m 
victims, And the acknowledgment of that should 
evoke anger. But unchanneled outrage can lock 
women into acomplacent stance: men-are-scum- 
and-I’m-helpless- to-do-anything-about-it ad 
nauseam. 
While finding most of Camille Pagliia’s recent 
highly publicized Sex, Art, and American Cul- 
ture too horrifying to recount here (that Paglia 
calls herself an anti-feminist feminist with con- 
viction only underscores the absence of a central 
canon under girding the 19110s feminist incarna- 
tion), I find myself curiously persuaded by her 
assertion that the f-word has evolved into a 
convenient justification for a female psychology 
rooted in blame. Women fault the world instead 
of trying to transform it. They concede defeat 
before they’ve begun to fight. Appropriating 
whatever tidbits of feminism strike a responsive 
chord on an immediately personal level, they 
hide under a cloak of victimization rather than 
harnessing feminism as a springboard to collec- 
tive empowerment. In crafting a generic gumby- 
doll feminism that can be twisted to serve the 
interests of any American women, we’ve implic- 
itly encouraged women to think of feminism as 
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a self-serving philosophy. It’s no longer a con- 
cern with the plight of one’s sister, but an indi- 
vidualistic redressment of the plight of one’s 
self. (A point, I .should add, that Fox-Genovese 
herself has emphasized in her latest work, Femi- 
nism Without Illusions.) 
The multiculturalism wars that have erupted on 
college campuses across the country have, alas, 
only muddied the murky waters further. A 
celebration of diversity illuminates the impor- 
tance of difference. Over and above the issue of 
gender, women’s experiences have always been 
circumscribed by race, region, religion, and class. 
And the bonds of womanhood’! The annals of 
history aren’t particularly reassuring on this front. 
Alliances in which commitments to other women 
transcend cultural constraints have been the his- 
torical exception, not the rule. Today, women 
taught that there’s no such thing as a universal 
women’s history find the notion of a common 
sisterhood worth fighting for vaguely ridiculous. 
Once again, feminism adopts elastic properties, 
becoming whatever personal meaning one cares 

As a historian, I’m the first to concede the lack of 
universals governing women’s past experiences, 
the first to lament the improbability of a single 
feminist agenda emerging in the future. But are 
there problems that envelop the female commu- 
nity, broadly defined, that demand attention and 

* to give it. 

commitment‘? Absolutely. The Way We Never 
Were: American Families and the Nostdlgjr: Trip, 
Stephanie Coontz’s new work on American fami- 
lies reveals some startling figures. Our rape rate 
in the United States is seven times higher than 
Europe’s, Women, keep a watchful eye on your 
peers. Statistically speaking, chances are that in 
a group of for, one of you will be raped. And if 
rape statistics frighten you into domestic retreat, 
think again. According to the Surgeon General, 
“The home is actualiy a Inore dangerous place 
for American cyomen than the streets.” Every 
day, four women are killed by their male part- 
ners. More women were abused by their hus- 
bands in 1989 than got married in the same 
period. 
It’s not an uplifting image, but it’s one that 
women can try to change - not by accepting the 
societal boundtlries of a violent world in which 
women are too frequently its victims, but by 
challenging them. 1 applaud the way in which 
young women have responded to gender injus- 
tices with passion and despair. It’s an important 
first step. I hope it’s not the last. Feminists like 
myseIf of. the almost thirtysomething generation 
have much to learn from the younger guard, but 
also much to share. Let the “new” feminism 
encompass more than angry reaction; let it also 
engage the hopeful possibility of reform and 
reconsvuction. 

‘ 
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(en)gendered - 

familv 
Ir 

by ashley rateri 

The social construct of gender has long been 
claimed as a biologically determined identity. 
This argument has been used to justify many 
systems of inequity resulting from gender bi- 
ases. In recent times however many progressive 
scientists (specifically biologists) have been at- 
tempting to refute this claim in areas of evolu- 
tionary biology and genetic coding. In The 
Woman that Never Evolved Sarah Hardymakes 
an astute observation about the fallacy of this 
debate. 

“even if the cluim ofMale superiority is in Nurural ecosys- 
tems is valid; (which ir d i m  nor appeur 10 be) this is no1.a 

logical basis from which to organize humati sorial siruc- 
lure. I n  the sume fushian that Durwiniun molution does 
nor necessilule humurr hierurchys geured by survival of 
fhe fi#est, m l e  gendered superioriry in nuture does not 
necessirale humrr hiemrchy bused on pabiarchy. I’ 

Following from this paradigm it is useful to 
discuss the possibilities of gender in the post- 
modern universe. Gender is crucial as a variable 
in the function of one’s relationship to one’s 
society/ su bculturel social identity collective/ 
extended family/ and immediate family. By 
default it therefore becomes a valuable factor as 
a function of one’s own seIf conceptions. How 
do I relate to my f m i l y ,  my f r i eds?  How do I 
define 1.7 In chapter eight, A Cyborg Manifexto 
... of Donna Harilway’s text Simians, Cyborgs, 
and Women the mistake in restricting a para- 
digm soleiy to one section of the social arena is 
made dear. In the same way that it is no longer 
viable to view gender relations as a function of * 

labor issues (The Marxist didectic 1 only, it is 
also no longer viable to examine human relation- 
ships ( Le. interpersonal, intra-personal, indi- 
vidual-society, etc. as a gender derived con- 
spiracy. It is my assertion that in light of recent 
theories of knowledge, it’s creation, assimila- 
tion, and definition; it is no longer possible to 
examine any issue from onIy one perspective. 
Much in the same way that a competent psy- 
chologist adheres not to one model of the human 
psyche but interchanges different models de- 
pending upon the patient’s circumstance, social 
science must now begin to accept paradoxical 
and contradictory views of the socio-economic 
body politic. In what follows two important 
questions of gender-identity will be discussed. 
In what way will the traditional model of the 
immediate nuclear family exist in the coming 
years? Secondly, What courses of action can tx 
taken to move away from this model, redefining 
concepts of family and its purpose. Focusing 
specifically on the immediate family unit and 
what role it plays in our society can lead to a 
greater understanding of how an individual re- 
lates to their larger families of the human race 
and even living things in general. 

The phrase “immediate nuclear family” brings 
to mind an image from the Kennedy era of 
television shows like Father Knows Best and 
Leave it to Beaver. However the function and 
definition of such a family is not inherently a’s 
naive, patriarchal, and irrelevant as such pro- 
grams would suggest. Herein it will be defined 
as a family with a social mother, a social father, 
and limited number of offspring treated with 
respect but ultimately bound by the parent’s 
authority until such time as they become in&- 
pendent. This traditional farmly unit need not 
support restrictive inequities in gender. It also 
can provide a healthy developmental environ- 
ment in which children may mature. 

Forget for a moment the statistics that show 
the decline of traditional families. I know that 
they can exist and do so in a healthy way, because 
I am a product of such a family. If two individu- 
als, a man and a woman (a man and a man, etc. 
), meet, faII in love and marry, it is not required 
to view their relationship as one of power distri- 
butions. AIthough it is possible to create such a 
diagram of sacrfices-obligations-authority-and 
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subservience it may not always provide useful 
answers. Imagine a schematic in which an 
equivalent weight of burdens is p k e d  on each 
partner. It is also possible that each partner 
mutually benefits from such a relationship, In 
dealing with consenting adults who are cultur- 
d i y  educated and aware of the effect their envi- 
ronment has upon them, it is no longer possible 
or necessary to place blame and discuss power 
inequities. It is conceivable that a woman could 
voluntarily make an informed decision to give 
up her career for what she sees as the benefits of 
domestic existence. It is not a case of gender 
domination if the man, who is now required to be 
the sole monetary income provider, is suffi- 
ciently respectful and grateful for the services 
rendered to the family by the woman. As well, 
the woimn must appreciate the importance of 
the husband’s economic endeavors for the farn- 
ily and respect such work as significant. This 
exampie could be completely inverted and con- 
servation of equality would still be maintained. 
Were it not for the woman’s exclusive privilege 
of being able to bear children, it might be con- 

tained if a man were able to birth. Better still, 
inethods of surrogate birthing, artificial fetal 
incubation, or other futuristir: options would 
essentially solve this dilemma. It is easily imag- 
inable that younger women would be willing, in 
lieu of inore alluring economic opportunities. to 
provide such a service to a traditional family 
desiring children. Without the mandatory period 
of unemployable status for the pregnant mother, 
the traditional man-woman sbucture is still pos- 
sible without the traditional MAN-woman power 
hierarchy. The field of reproductive technolo- 
gies should be embraced by men and women 
alike. It is in this area ofresearch that technology 
might solve one of the most important obstacles 
in achieving equality within traditional societal 
fonns. 

Although this family structure has been the 
enemy for punk-rock, beat generations, and oth- 
ers beside feminism, it does not have to be 
something from which to rebel. There is little 
use in chastising the idea of the family without 
providing an alternative concept. The key func- 
tion of the. family is to provide adutt individuals 

ceivable that this inverted relationship would be 
more common among modern families. It might 
naturally balance out to a completely random 
percentage neither fashion being endurably pre- 
ferred in the culture over the other. 

It is at this juncture that the wuman’s mole- 
rnent and the technological revolution become 
important, From the technologicd standpoint 
this traditional structure could still be main- 

‘E I - - -=-’‘W 

a meaningful place in which to relate to their 
larger community. It is to provide that secure 
feeling of home. Equally as important is it’s 
purpose for children. Tt is useful in development 
for children to have a secure environment from 
which to experience the unstable universe. The 
traditional family is not the only method of 
accomplishing either o f  these ends but it is cer- 
tainly a valid option, providing it does accom- 
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plish those ends. 
However an unimaginable spectrum of alter- 

natives to this model does exist in our environ- 
ment. With the coming normalization of non- 
heterosexuality entirely new concepts of gender 
roIes will be created. Economic pressure forcing 
both partners to work, high divorce rates, larger 
numbers of singIe parents, even new awareness 
on incest and “parental” love will play a part in 
OUT structuralizing of the family. This term 
slructuralizing is extremely significant. Although 
there will be no mass meetings called to create an 
agenda that declares which options are accept- 
able and which are not, the cultural changes that 
take place will be explained by s o d  scientists 
in terms of structure. Perhaps if it were not 
necessary to even view families in terms of 
structure but instead in terms of individuals it 
might not become so complicated. There is a 
danger io over intellectualizing and analyzing 
our own society. We cannot be reduced to 
graphs and charts. Perhaps one day scientists 
will reduce us to a wiring diagram of the brain, 
but even that seems unlikely to be definitive. It 
is my belief that there do exist specific actions 
and policies that can be enacted by the govern- 
ment,and the society that will encourage a healthy 
move away from traditional concepts of the 
family. Yet, of these, I believe that the only ones 
that will actualiy promote higher levels of exist- 
ence are those policies that oppose discrimina- 
tion rather than those that promote particular 
social theories. It may be necessary for short 
periods of time to create affirmative action pro- 
grams for gender identities but if they exist for 
too long they become damaging, Such pro- 
grams’ sole purpose is to defeat themselves. The 
function of an affumative action program is to 
remedy a situation making such a program no 
longer necessary. 

Imagine if you will, a policy that mandates 
adoption practices to favor non-traditional fami- 
lies in an attempt to promote diversity. Such 
atypical families might be malelfemde homo- 
sexual marriages adopting children regardless of 
sex. Legalization of larger family units modeled 
after eastern and African cultures would be a 
significant improvement. Though, can youimag- 
ine trying to convince Congress to allow an 
unidentified number ( perhaps six, of varying 
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genders and sexual preferences ) of people to 
adopt a child and raise said child in their “fam- 
ily’’? It hardly Seems likely. It is with this logic 
in mind that I suggest concentrating on a more 
local environment. Educate children at home 
and at school not to value any form of family 
over another absolutely. It is only a personal 
preference. It is chocolate, vanilla, sherbet, 
rocky-road or some other flavor, Suggest art and 
literature to your local coinmunity ( i.e., your 
friends and family) that would encourage and 
bring up such options. Also, demand of your 
local governmental representatives a conception 
of w h  they are in a more personal sense. 
Accordingly elect those candidates that seem 
more likely to promote cultural diversity. 

It was not untii I had contemplated for hours 
these women who are anti-feminists that I had a 
clear idea of haw restrictive ideologies can be- 
come. Men, as well as women, are victims of our 
sexist culture. There does not exist a societal 
conspiracy. However, men its victims have less 
motivation to combat these outdated societal 
norms. It is necessary for women not to see men 
as the enemy, but instead as uneducated victims 
where it is appropriate. Men like Pat Buuhanan 
are victims as well. However, it is still possible 
to criticize his behavior and its damaging cul- 
turd effects without defining him as an enemy. 
Perhaps he just needs to have sexua1 intercourse 
with his own gender and be exposed to new 
gender concepts from the rear where his defense 
mechanisms are low. Following the arguments 
based on evolutionary biology, it seems wise to 
strive for diversity. This does notmean adhering 
to social theories of “survival of the fittest”. 
Instead it necessitates cultural diversification in 
order to create a more sustainable societal struc- 
ture. 

Ashley b i t e r i  

BOX at50271 



design research in noise 
city atlanta - by thomas mica1 

“My mother? Let me tell 
YO” about my 
lld@m&B- 

The prosthetic city is Los 
Angeles 20 19: 35 years after 
the Olympics, a victim of 
countless “retrofitted” urban 
strategies. From the film it is 
clear that as objects, inci- 
dents, and spaces within the 
city are lostor disappear (into 
the “static” of negation), the 
question of their duration and 
destination are raised. If they 

After witnessing a tape of the film “Blade Runner” inhabiting this territory. Not the mere dwelling in 
over 200 times, “bald spots’’ appear through wear. corporate shadows and derelict spaces, it impli- 
It is at these points thatthe city and the narrative are cates a strategy of making that is the “other” of the 
interrupted by an all-encom- - capitalist mode of 

The noise- 
city appropriates 

everythingexternd 

passing white noise static: 

“Blade Runner” op- 

crowd trajectorjes. The as- 
motha. . , ,~Au6?f ih~h a I hhhhhhhhhh’* cetic space of modernism is 

are reconfigured or recede o’3 1 @oluw$~G here contaminated with and 
into the mottled and weath- @$!p@&>~’>aQ* A‘ distorted by palpable atmospheres 
ered background textures of L of continuous rain, smoke, steam, haze, and fog. 
the (every) city’s multiple (formal, concep- These contaminations blend into the mottled tex- 
tual, elecmo-mechanical) landscapes, clearly a city tures, rendering the architecture as further precipi- 
can be defined by its negations rather than its tation (as a precipitation of ideas). These atmo- 
institutions. It is the static that defines this city. spheres surround and penetrate the machineruins 
Michel Serres, in his enigmatic text The Parasite, (as futuristic ruins, they operate as false memories 
indicates the aesthetic necessity of static, of para- -the very thing that allowsreplicants to live) -false 
sitic intemption, as a consequence of the role of memories to cover the discrepancies created by 
these interruptions or negations in information staticlabsences. Tbese concealing atmospheres, 
theory and literature. The excluded third assumes coupled with the strong precedent of film nois’s 
a dominant position, challenging al l  dialectics. Tu suppressionhegationlseduction by shadows, gen- 
acknowledge the presence of this “static” as a erates a dense environment of unstable memories 
terrain (which is anything but static), existing si- and desire - in the absence of a single certain 
multaneously with the conventionally presented reading, they invite projection (for the blade run- 
metropolis, is the first step to forming a strategy of ner, projection of suspicion - for the replicants, 

“My mother? Let me tcU you a b u t  my 

+Y’i.+5&sgQYd-Q 
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projection of fear). The predominance of vertigi- strategic disappear-ance, into noise. 
nous space and non-neutral shadows merely ex- Though’thevolca- nic building fohns of “com- 
tend from these projections, eien into the most merce” re/ present the total 

commodification of the body Aries 
The unexplored possibility of constructing an d- (replicants) the dr by capital, one alternative is 
ternativelnamadic form of design research extends a 1 re a d  y >on whe presented: the “Eye Works”, 
from the awareness of noise as a possible virtual’ Chew’s as spakg laboratory for genetic design 
space or territory. T h i s  alternative promotes an 0 f zKemr re/pre eyes. Not the sdnitary and 
undervalued marginal and discrete strategy Of \uni-  &ady pre, form space of corporate re- 
making, one informed by this critical frame of the .‘tarY and UT search and development, it is a 
(post-Olympic) city. As the noise on the tape ,xamPle of ‘ dense and disordered example of 
merely exaggerates the oversaturation of forms by &u. of its ,,oth, I t r  the concept of “nomad science” as 
images (a recoi,nhinant viral contamination), SO too ,ismce by presented in Deleuze + Guattari’s 
the relation of noise on the city of Atlanta fore- &ns that de: -. It opposes both the 
grounds the mutable and deliberate relation be- (not Productir conventions and methodologies of 
tween what is revealed and what is concealed,,Italist xepted product; sanctioned research in favor of its 
where one appears as opposed to where one& fie genetic: “other”. The workshop of the individual 
is projected (both positionally and concep- hporation, ti designer (though obviously still retained at 
tually). In that any urban in(ter)venbon are tOYS...I m: ddistance by theTyrell Corporation) ismark 
is both tectonic: and technological (low- nd fest in the space of the individual -here it is not 
tech and no-tech still addresses tech- ,mains -’” Of uncleear, s’s- corporations that design, it is individuals. The 
nology), there exists the possibility develop into the reinstatement of this antiquated mode of design 

derelict spaces of the noise-city.-. 

tion of shadows of : a t 4  withip negationarere- 
defined by the pres- lion Of vio ence of noise - 
both are absences perforr that invite projec- 
tion. Just as shadow lceS 1 accer and light are condi- 
tional boundaries of , +lc countless potential 
spaces, SO too the mer‘ complex interrelation 
between l igh t  and ai shadow inthedrenched 
neon streetscapes ‘ makes further demands 
on the occupation of shadows - or the region 
where multiple shad- ows overlap and intersect 
All’ disappearances can be readheconfigured as 
strategic; therefore architecture in the metropolis is 

research (not production) is rejuvenated as an 
dternate.practice that calls into question the viabil- 
ity of accepted design conventions. As such it too 
operates as noise within the larger schema of late 
capitalist production. 
“Blade Runner” presents us with the genetically- 
damaged toymaker J.F. Sebastian, who has also 
been appropriated by Tyrell Corporation, though 
he is also free to inhabit and design in his own 
marginal space. “My friends are toys ... I make 
them”, though by adding deformities in the process 
he both sanctions his own and normalizes this 
future possibility. This alternative deviant practice 
points towards the possibility of sustaining unique 
individual design trajectories outside of normative 
parameters (though it remains unclear whether this 
fringe activity will be able to interrupt the notion of 
commerce, to truly develop into the space of static). 
In Tokyo, a “noise-architect” named Kei’ichi Lrie 
has developed such a theory: “computer crash by 
design”. Not content to merely master off-the- 
shelf design software, he pursues the threshold of 
collapse and accident by driving his custom-de- 
signed sub-routines with the explicit intention of 
forcing a crash or failure, for it is in these accidents 
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that the true possibility of design software is 
achieved. By capturing the represented artifact at 
the point of software crash, he h k  developed a 
design vocabulary that cannot exist outside this 
methodology and technology. Unlike conven- 
tional design that transplants pre-modern tech- 
niques to post-modern technology (digital pen re- 
places quill), it is an unusual celebration of the 
existinglimitsof this technology (acomputercrash 
cannot be simulated by any other mdia - yet). It 
is a power- ful reversal: turning an apparent dis- 
advantage‘) into the corntrstoneof a new strat- 
egy, His h work makeslittledistinction be- 
tween the tusa size of the project; chair-de- 
sign and city- beg a design differ only in the rne- 
chanios oftheir .dit t/le, subroutines (designed so 
that these sub- 1 {hop}  1. routines will over- 
whelm and ob- h o p  lno, scure the main rou- 
tine, to produce’s[lnop us design from 
noise). These ac- userdict/notL cidents, breaks, 
and interruptions Ulegal know.certahlyputs 

develophganarchi- lb5 known{ /b5 teC t U r e  
fit for the emergent tp 1 ifelse 1 ifelse 11, noise- 

city. : tlcurrentpacking 

based group named 

in the realm of la4small load, 

The Sari Francisco- p, eexec) ( %endee. 

anything wrong to get public approval”, “demand 
unearned rewards”, “obey harmful suggestions from 
your own mind”, using businesslprupagandist meth- 
odology but inverting the message. By utilizing 
the discarded scraps of the defense industry and 
silicon valley, they are able to re-animate such 
debris into thoughtful performance activities - a 
parasitic strategy from within the margins. As 
prophets of the noise-city, they merely take what 
others perceive as worthless and inscribe it with 
meaning through hard work. 
These examples are predominant within the film 
“Blade Runner” itself budget constraints dictated 
the re-use of almost every piece in a multiplicity of 
positions, which accelerated the intersecting mottled 
textures of the city. As the rough textures of the city 
become “overinvested” (repeatedly supplemented), 
the original gestures become lost beneath number- 
less layers of superimpositions and “surgical” in- 
sedops obscuring the original form(s) of the city 
into the distortions of memory. The city (as body) 
becomes prosthetic - it existsthrough the erasing of 
lines, and this action duplicates the complex dis- 
cursive relation between body (locus of desire) and 
technology (displacement of desire). h a dereiict 
world, where only marginal persons exist, mar- 
ginal design research practices become the norm. 
in the space between today and this apocalyptic 
future, the unexplored possibilities o f  inhabiting 

taboram’eshavedevel: lFC4EF5E8 1 F5749042t noise as a debberate ssategy of making re- oped aneo-Roman gladi- 

8 3 69D4C8 7 63 6E920D 1 Dk. ator performance, where 

‘F5B32B74B39CF494536DC39C7EF04A7BCB29E2CEC790 mechanical dinosaursfight 

3B4AA1363F876F5121B618071B7B4EBlE5DE75FAA236 
to the death for the scant 
food/fuel supplies located 
within the performance ’8623 AFE 92AE94 84270FE7PS 7A8 50E 8 &COD3 EE A 1566 I , 

space, These performances 370B025 CCA6929A2BF40AD3DO 1 B2CB7EE6DFB46E 12 
are significant both in their 3 19B67F97 652 1 OF7 6DB06F34DA5 B 13 A 1 1 759305 C5 

Re t B7FD94FES903 B70 1. 

7037F7BDF6E 12226D7D.. lnhs a rhetoicd question. 

ironic celebration of violence 9FBD9121F2A4F285282F5DCD3D15896D121E3D6F5 
at the expense of conventional 1ED233CDBEF09OD3B4AC2DC34B97E7OC61 D95FB072 
research and as pure nomadic 520949A39DCF99E2ClAABFBCD025E47EOA82A8D9 
research practice. No perforT 1402495BBD4DEOF3 56C8 B 14E764 874E63 9 C9F045 A 
mance is repeated, no site is re- iC5B8A6F826192F767EF2C55A2lC58FSF9CClF592 
used. The leaflets they distribute 989D5E7D8484DlBC86CB6673BDBE4FEI7DD9BDE 
during theirperformances(usual1y 130BF155A4DDEI BOA32233BF471 CE58FBC660D 
by cannon shot at the audience) 454E2191 C414A301 lFF3FEDlCUD88FElFF9F75D 
offer such wisdom as: “call the truth 
an insult to avoid accepting it as fact”, “ d o 
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free agent 
I fail to see how trading blow-jobs with a 

fiend of receiving a nice, relaxing intra-rectal 
massage from a pal is supposed to be a threat to 
national security or public safety. 

However, I do see how it threatens some 
entrenched interests. 

You see; If I am not ashamed or afraid to 
enjoy and admit these things, my dissent under- 
mines the use of culturally conditioned fear and 
guilt to control people. ]By raising question of 
rights and free choice, it causes them to challenge 
narrow, confining roles based on privilege and 
punishment. If people are allowed to start asking 
such questions honestly, the answers will destroy 
their prisons of false guilt, created by the accep- 
tance of roles defined by a pseudo morality. 

Who is threatened by freedom‘? Those who 
want to protect speciaI privilege and authority that 
they derive from the status quo and those who 
depend on the roles our society acknowledges to 
define themselves and fear that they would lose 
their identity if the dominant mode of social inter- 
action were to change from roIe playing to choice. 

Not all heterosexuals are stupid and imma- 
ture. Many heterosexuals, in and out of the mili- 
tary, are offended by Sam Nunn and others h p l y -  
ing that they are mentally and emotionally inca- 
pable of working with openly gay people. How- 
ever, there are those who have the mental and 
moral capacity of a very stupid dog. I refer to such 
people as, straits. 

Perhaps what straits in the military actually 
fear, as much or more as possibly being ogled or 
harassed by gays, is that they wont be. In the past, 
heterosexual men in the military largely subswibed 
to the myth that the world revolves around them 
and their pricks, Now, this flattering myth is being 
confronted and destroyed by truth. 

It was bad enough that admitting women 
and seeing many do the job as well as anyone else, 

showed them that having a penis is not a require- 
ment for beinga soldier and fighter. Now,there are 
gays. Openly lesbian soldiers show that a person 
can get along just fine in life and perform military 
duties more than adequately without men or their 
phalli in her life at all. Worst of all, openly gay 
males in the service show that not only are here all 
kinds of gay men who work and fight as well as 
anyone else and in many individual cases better 
than most of their heterosexual colleagues, but also 
that gay men (some of whom like men and men’s 
cocks quite a lot) by and large don’t care about 
strait pricks ... or their genitalia. 

Hardware analogies for sex really annoy 
me. There I am, ready to have an intelligent 
discussion of sexuality or the basic concept of civil 
rights and to debunk stereotypes some may have 
about gay people. Then, somebody will just throw 
out a stupid comment about locks and keys. They 
think that this has something to do with sex and that 
it proves that heterosexuality is the one true sexual 
orientation. Somehow, with this statement they’re 
supposed to have shown that homosexuality 
‘doesn’t work’ and that therefore gay people have 
no rights. How can one respond to this from 
someone clueless enough to believe it? 

Listen up people. Home Depot has nothing 
to do with my sex life. Locks and keys are manu- 
factured so that they match each other very pre- 
cisely k a u s e  that is the only purpose they have. 
People are biological organisms with considerable 
variations in all their proportions and other charac- 
teristics and also, multi-functional and adaptable. 
We have many different protuberances which can 
be used in a variety of different ways and several 
different orifices with which they can be paired in 
assorted combinations. 

Apparently, many heterosexuals have diffi- 
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tongue, mouth, grope, 
nibble, bite, nip, pinch, 
play, flirt, fee I.... 

Their next question 
is, “Why?”. 

Gay people have sex 
and make love, kcause 
they enjoy it and Iike each 
other. It involves all the 
same combinations of love, 
lust, affection, pleasure, et 
cetera, that (I hope) moti- 
vate heterosexuak. 

Not all gay people 
are the same. Contrary to 
popular terminology, there 
is not a single generic ‘Gay 
Lifestyle’ that all twenty- 

- 

five million gay Americans share. 
We’re as diverse as he.terosexuals in our 

attitudes, interests, backgrounds, and personali- 
ties. No one can truthfully say that we all think, 
feel, or actin this way or that one. Whatever claim 
someone might make, the truth will usually be that 
some do and some don’t, and that the same can be 
said of heterosexuals, 

Anal sex, seems to be one of THE things 
people most associate with gays (Although it has 
little relevance to most lesbians). Some people get 
very perplexed and wonder why (some) gay inen 
like the receptive role in anal sex, so here’s how it 
was explained by some of us guys when a lesbian 
friend of OUTS asked. 

First, the anus has many kinds of receptors 
that can produce pleasurable sensations when sthu- 
lated . 

Second, stretch receptors in the and  sphinc- 
ter and the rectum higger an autonomic response 

anally receptive role, the 
third is specific to the male. 
Look up its other functions 
and characteristics in medi- 
cal references if you care, 
what concerns us in this 
discussion is the fact that 
the prostate’s location al- 
lows it to be stimulated by 
ana1 sex and act like a male 
G-spot. For many men, 
such stimulation is very 
(very) pleasurable and 
highly stimulating (Judg- 
ing from my observations 
on both ends of this sort of 
exchange,I’d say thatwhen 
it is pushed, prodded, or 
stroked the right way, the 

average response {minus expletives and blas- 
phemy 1 generally goes something like, ‘Oh, yes! 
Yeah! Right there! That’s it, harder! Unnh! Ooh, 
unh, M m m p h !  Nnh! 0, Yeh! Do It ! ...’). 

B y  the way, anal sex is possible in many 
different positions, including several where part- 
ners are face to face. I have the impression that 
many people mistakenly assume otherwise. 

Legal disclaimer: All* fonns of oral and 
anal sex are illegal in Georgia and approximately 
half of the states in the Union. * ”all”, as in 
heterosexual or homosexual, married or single, 
consensual or not. 

OKAY. Fountainhead fans, today’s ques- 
tion: Is Rush Limbaugh more an Ellsworth Tooley 
or a Gail Wynand‘? (‘The Fountainhead’ is a novel 
by Ayn Rand, Tooley and Wynand are two of the 
characters in iL>  

% 
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cypherpunks 
by ian smith 

Public Key:  31 FF02EF14882ABEC03690570BEAOABD 

Much ado has been made about 
(footnote 1) who are either 
tonly destroying computer 
respected institutions or a new eneration of hen- 

depending on who you ask (footnote 2). %hatever 
your o inion of cyberpunks, there is a new genera- 

(footnote 3) who do not want fame, information, or 
wen the thrill of illicitly usin computers that are 
not theirs. They seek the pub f ication of secrecy. 

Cypherpunks seek to use and proliferate ad- 
vanced cryptographic s stems. A cryptogra hic 
system is one in w h i d  normal computer B ata, 
called the “plaintext,” is converted by some ro- 
cess in to an encrypted form, the “cyphertex t” w R ich 
can then be stored or transmitted to a remote 
location. In either case the cyphertext can be 
assumed to be safe from “attack ’ by some person 
(orpersons) who obtainsthecyphertext and wishes 
to read the plaintext, Safety is a tricky word in this 
context. In general the amount of safety varies 
from cryptosystem to cryptosystem, but some sys- 
tems have a well-known “safeness”, which can 
insure a user. that on average an attacker who 
expends X amount of time on computer Y will 
break the system and read the plaintext. 

Cypherpunks share with their cybe unk cous- 
ins a dislike for the securit agencies o Ip the United 

cyberpunks stems from a dislike of the ability of 
any bureaucrats to (by law enforcement) control 
what they feel is their god-given right to explore 
computer and telephony s stems worldwide. The 

reaucrats {especiaIl the NSA) sterns from a more 

poli ticization of mathematics. 
In the mid-eighties, the National Security 

Agency created a de facto standard for cryptogra- 
hy in the United States called DES (the Data 

hm--pion standard). DES was based on a pro- 
posa made by the IBM corporation; however the 
a roved standard had several changes from the 
If% proposal, changes which caused many 

tiersman, peaceabl exploring t a e newly evolving 
digital world. W K ich definition you et varies 

tion o P computer users out there in cyberspace 

States overnment (CIA, 6 BI, Secret Service, Na- 
tional l ecurity Agency!). However, the disdain of 

hatred of cypherpunks o r these government bu- 

insidious and subt r e control of their field, the 

a large budget for corn uter hardware, and owns 
more supercomputers tl? an any other organization 
on Earth (footnote 4). It seemed to some that the 
National Security Agency was constructing a stan- 
dard for encryption it could decrypt any time it 
wanted. To add to the confusion surroundin the 

several other arbitrar and unnecessary changes 

posal, which have unknown effects (at least to the 
scientific cornmunit and the ublic) on the safety 
of the data encr yptezwith D E i  The NSA has been 
silent when questioned about these changes> Many 
cryptographers have speculated that these chan es 
have “trapdoor” effects on DES that only the N 5 A 
knows about, rendering the s stem easily break- 

cr t o g a  h community at large. 
%e DkJencryption standard is now wideb 

used on many corn uter systems around this 

It should be noted that DES is used “in this countq’’ 
as the US government has defined cryptographic 
systems as “munitions” and thus are export con- 
trolled under a 1940’s act dealing with munitions 
ex ortation. Cypherpunks decry both the use of 
D i S  (which they feel has been compromised by 
the NSA) and the export control placed on crypto- 
gra hic systems in eneral. The real battle between 

Rerpunks and t fe  US government began on a 
%krent front in the mid-ei hties with the granting 

scheme. 
RSA encr ption is a “public key” encryption 

nique. En such a scheme, two people who wish to 
exchange an encry ted message do not need to 

Le., if I send a messa e to you, it is encryptd in 

safety of DES, the find standard adopte B has 
from the original mat K ematics from the IBM pro- 

able by NS A attacks using met z ods unknown to the 

country, regardless o P the potential security holes. 

of a US patent to RSA f nc. on an encryption 

scheme, whic i IS relatively new mathematical tech- 

exchange a key to B ecrypt each others’ messa es. 

with a well-known pu % lic key associated with you 
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and then sent to you. Only you have the private key 
which can decrypt the message and restore the 
laintext. Each user of the RSA sy?m~ has apublic 

fey (for others to use when Sending to her) and a 
private key which can be’used to decry t the 
messages encrypted with her public key. fo the 
best knowledge of cryptologists, RSA can be made 
safe from attacks by persons who have less than 
hundreds of thousands of years of time. This does 
not say that RSA is absolutely safe, but rather that 
it is extreme1 unlikely that anyone will be able to 

by currently known means. What was atented b 

Kherne and here lies the rub. 
The cypherpunks argue that by allowing the 

math tu be patented, the hands of scientists who 
seek to desi n new cryptographic systems are 

scientific thought for hundreds of ears has been 

reviewed by other scientists, extended, commented 
on, all in the public eye. The recedent of allowing 

certainly have profound effects on the scientific 
community, in that few people will publicly dis- 
cuss OT implement their ideas on cryptography 
when there IS a danger of infringing on patents, or 
damagin your own possibility of receiving future 

ties the hands and mouths of its own huge staff of 
mathematicians and cr tologists (the largest staff 
of this kind in the wor R ) and does not allow them 
to discuss (much less publish) their cryptographic 
results ur systems. Again, the government argues 
that cryptography is a munit~on, and thus is a 
national security risk be discussed publicly. The 
cypherpunks were already pointing to these two 
facts in combination when the US owrnment was 

zens (especially business people with sensitive 
information) to e n c 3 t  anything safely. 

e piece de resistance. Leg- 

decrypt an R $ A encrypted message anytime soon 

RSA was the mathematics that under f y the RS K 

being tied. % he further clam that the basis of 

that scientific: ideas could be publis K ed in journals, 

mathematics to be patent e l  is one which will 

patents f ootnote 5) .  The US government already 

conspiring to make it impossible f or average citi- 

I The in 199 1 came 

islation was introduced in OS Congress to make it 
illegal to encr t anything which could not be 

legislation should be. enacted in conjunction with 
its “war on drugs” so that drug trafficking and 
money laundering data stored on computer by drug 
kin pins could be used in court against them. The 

frenzy. They successfully hired lobbyists to defeat 
this legislation in congress, and since 1991 it has 
not been reintroduced. Cyphe unks want the 

already had a constitutional ri ht to expect privacy 

beextended to include encrypted datain cybers ace, 

cypherpunks. Just recently, the F has denied 
ap roval to allow US manufacturers to produce 

their data over the airways. Such a service would 
provide reasonable protection from the myriad of 
products already available which can “tune in” 
cellular phone conversations. However, a ain 

not allow these devices to be manufactured. 
There remains the serious question of what the 

cypherpunks want. It seems clear that they want 
everyone to be able to get cheap (if not free) access 
to cryptographic technology. They desire this 
technology so that average citizens can feel that 
their personal data stored or transmitted in 
cyberspace can be safe from other citizens and their 
government. Further, they want every citizen to be 
aware that their government maintains a huge 
arsenal of cryptographic munitions and appears to 
have no problems using it against real or imaginary 
enemies both at home and abroad. Finall , they 

mathematics to be patentel so that both cryptogra- 
phy and science in general may proceed further in 
the future. 

decr ted by the ye S government, chiefly the FBI. 
The Y ush administration was arguing that such 

cyp fl erpunks at this point were worked into a 

legislation using the argument ’R t at US citizens 

in their personal papers and e P fects and this should 

TheUS overnment’s hegemony in therea P m of 
cryptograp a y has not yet been to led by the 

ce P Iular phones which use encryption to transmit 

using the drug trafficking agreement, the US f oes 

28 

seek to reverse the US recedent on a1 T owing 

1) In fact the term ant1 tbe concept were featured in (and on the cover of) the February 13? issue of T i m  magazine. 

2) A mdre thorough discussion of CyhIpunks on computw networks and hutletin boards around the world. 

3) Cyherspace: The place where the other penm is when they are talking to you on the telephone; also the place where computer 
hacking o w y ~ s .  It is physically supported by the network of computers and telephony equipment that covers this planet. 

4) Furthennore, the actual. amount of the computer hardware of the computer hardware budget of the NSA and their purchasing 
history are not avwlahle to the public. The NSA’s yearly budget and purchases do net have full congressional oversight (Le., the 
General Avcountinp Office) and are classified as a national security uoncern. For more information about the secrecy and rack of 
government wntrol of the NSA see the b k  The Puzzle Pulace. Strangely, this book seems to have gone out of print fOT a while, and 
may he diffiwlt to find. ’ 

5) A pwalfel pruhlem exists in the f u t  that computer algorithms can be patented in this and B few other countries. These patents allow 
one to patend ideas ahout the hahavior of computers, Le., a compamy has a patent in the U.S. on “cursors” and how they should Mink 
on x computer screen. This company no longer has a product, hut rather spends its entire day suing or threatening to sue companies 
which use cursors in their software systems. 
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after 'modernism 
~ - 
The idea of Post-Modern culture is simple; that is 
it can be conceptualized simply. I t  is by definition 
the time after modernism. Weareinapost Modern 
time. The point I am going to try and argue is that 
this Post-Modern era is one of revaluation and 
flux, and one that everyone in our culture (broadly 
defined)ispartof.Itisimportant toknow how you 
as a part of this cultural system fit in. By under- 
standing the conventions of our culture it is easier 
to operate coherently within its bounds. Without 
such knowledge contradiction, confusion, and 
paranoia can set in. 
Think of culture as an unstable mixture of indeci- 
pherable discrete components. This is true isn't it? 
Can you actually know all of its parts and all their 
relations? Probably not. But if you accept the fact 
that there does stil exist a framework then you 
must also accept the fact that there is an identifi- 
abIe culture. This is one of the ways in which 
contemporaries explain culture today. However, 
the idea of a total knowable universe was the case 
in t i m e  past. A good Modernists would agree 
with this. They had a very different view of the 
world and its cultural systems. 

MQDERNISM 
The explanation of Modernism given here is sim- 
plified and brief, but I think that it will paint a 
picture allowing us to come to a better under- 
standing concerning what I will later describe in 
brief as Post-Modernism. Modernism is, very sim- 
plified, a Cartesian grid. Think of what this im- 
plies: graphs, charts, maps, math, science, a com- 
prehendible and rational two-dimensional repre- 
sentation of the world. The graph allows us to 
abstract and develop "concrete" relationships be- 
tween us and the world. Now a bit less simplified, 

think of what these roots of the modern era can 
give us: machine technology, assembly line pro- 
duction, industrialization. All mathematically 
plotabIe, Cartesian, functions. Think of what this 
produced: linear thought, concentration of popu- 
tation, and wide spread use of small scale technol- 
ogy. And finally the side effects of these: a Capital- 
ist, Darwinian, winner takeall technologically satu- 
rated culture. 
What happens in the Modern era loosely defined 
as the time between about 1750 and 1960 is a rapid 
growth of knowledge on a wide scale and an 
acceleration of technological innovation. From 
Gutenberg's printing press to the movie projector, 
technology offers its self on a large scale and to a 
large audience. Thereis, to return to theunderling 
principal, a very striking motif throughout, that of 
reducing systems to the smallest element possible 
and the trying to make sense of them by puttingall 
of these pieces back together. Thinkin terms of the 
grid; like a mathematical formula if you know all 
the variables and all the equations you know all 
the answers. Modernist thought they could pro- 
vide all the formulas and constants. The printing 
press and movie strips are wonderful examples of 
this idea put to use. The letter, or movable type, is 
the smallest element of written word and by hav- 
ing each letter available the type setters are able to 
construct any sentence and then any story that 
they may wish. Another aspect of print is its 
lineararity, that is its continuum. When you read 
you build thoughts simultaneously, so that you 
are led by the text to build your interpretations in 
sequential order; introduction, thought 1, thought 
2, thought 3, conclusion, you get the point. You do 
not {usually) read a book out of page order par- 
ticularly a story or novel. Even to read a text book 
you must form ideas prior to those ideaspresented 
so that you are not "totally lost". The film is 
another wonderful example of the reductionist 
efforts of modernism. It was seen that by putting 
together discrete images at close intervals one 
could produce a reproduction of movement. This 
too is a linear function plotable against time; you 
can say that a particular scene in a movie happens 
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at a particular time etc. It is a more striking ex- 
ample in that the representations are more easily 
confused for real. Both of these-idea? are much 
more complex of course but sh&e the common 
idea of assembling a representation, or map of life 
by tieingmanysmallelements into oneconsbucted 
conglomera ten 
These paradigms, or mind set models, allowed 
culture to experience life in a new way. New 
professions began blossoming, Modern sciences, 
such as Management and Business, Economics, 
Psychology, Anthropology, Archeology, and So- 
ciology. These last are particularly telling of the 
times, they try to scientifically understand culture 
by analyzing it with, again, charts and graphs; 
demographics. The Arts and Architecture were 
involved with this too, the Modern artists like 
Modrianand Picasso and Architects likeCorbusier 
and Mies were emersed in trying to discover life 
truth and beauty by simplifying and reducing 
things to their purest form. They were trying to 
encapsulate the Modern world into an aesthetic. 
Cubist paintings were trying to understand ob- 
jects from many perspectives at once, like a film 
strip could, and put it all on one surface. In doing 
so they hoped to catch what was the essence of 
movement and form. Pointillists, those who 
painted a dot of color at a time, were trying to see 
the world like a photo[graph] with each small 
grain of photocell turning a grade, discrete by 
inspection, of either absolute black or white or 
some discernable mixture of the two. These ideas 
left behind the notion of classical signal perspec- 
tive that was so engraven in the previous era of 
Michael Angelo or Leonardo. Philosophy too saw 
this as new and discernable era; when Nietzsche 
proclaimed "God is dead he did not mean that 
God was to beconceived of as slain. The statement 
could logically be traced to the ideas of Darwin, 
Nietzsche himself saw that the church could no 
longer be seen as the "fittest institution of the 
times." The statement was a reference to the fact 
that the machine, the system, or the formula, was 
replacing the faith that had once been placed in 
religion. It was a shift in the cultural narrative; that 
is, the church was no longer equal to absolute 
authority. I t  states that studies in economics, so- 
cial Darwinism and scientific analysis had re- 
placed the absolute reign of the church in every 
day decision making. Now instead of looking to 
God for all the answers, Modern science could 
provide them. 

- 
A shift occurred on a fundamental level. This did 
not happen at any one time nor did it happen with 
complete coherence, bu t the world is not the same. 
The Modern world was born and it was reflected 
throughout the culture, arts, philosophy, architec- 
ture, and sciences. The main criticism of the mod- 
ern era is the dehumanizing factor that is innate to 
theconcept. We are not machines. But, the Modern 
era did come to be realization. And, just as the 
modern era required a shift, so to does this next 
era. This same type of paradigm shift is happening 
again. Thereis a new and different software being 
installed. The cultural matrix is being edited. We 
are entering a Post-Modern society. 

New ldeologles 23 



these things aredifferent andcannot beapproached 
in a Modern way. Now we can no longer graph our 
lives in a linear fashion; it would be almost irnpos- 
sible to try and say at exactly what time an action 
takes place in a conversation on a computer net- 
work. How do you decide the time a comment is 
spoken as four, five or more roll by every second? 

Which one was said first or 
last? Who arbitrates? The 
system? With VCR's and 
home editing technologyal- 
most any two scenes ever 
recorded can be juxtaposed 

or even overlaid. Computerized retouching or 
generating of imagescan produce things that never 
existed at all. This is the glory that Post-Modern- 
ists revel in. They applaud a simulacral existence, 
one in which reproduction is held as valuable, if 
not more valuable than the original. It is a simu- 
lated and usually mediated life. Where people 
take binoculars to sporting events to see the in- 
stant replay in the box seats instead of watching 
thegame. Where thead ismoreinter~tinginitself 
as a work of art than the product. The actual event 
has become secondary to the spectacle. (Super 

bowl) Hyper-text is the ulti- 

MODE'- 
If Modernity can be seen simplified to a grid, Post- 
Modernity can be taken as two overlain grids. 
Now it might be said that, "Science is dead!" Like 
Nietzsche's statement this does not mean that all 
scientific knowledge is useless (the bridge still 
stands.) It means instead 
that we as a culture have 
begun to question its au- 
thority. Post-Modern xi- 
ence is best thought of per- 
hapsas nebulous, or at least 
less linear; less like a direct cause and effect rela- 
tion. There is no real discernable beginning or end, 
up or down in this new post Modern movement. 
Try to understand the implications of this. By 
overlaying sets of information ambiguous rela- 
tions can be created. Combine this with science's 
death and these "irrationalities" can create new 
"realities." Post-Modernity can also be seen as an 
overlay of two separate understandings of the 
same event, take life, as time, and graph it against 
success, as self actualization. Then overlay these 
same graphs created by a straight white male, 
straight black female, gay 
hispanic male, and a radical 
feminist htent transvestite 
adolescent asian female. It is 
doubtful that these graphs 
would be the same. Even if 
they were all best friends liv- 
ing in the same house and 
shared in one another's lives 
fully would we as Modern 

mate demise of fypc sef 
" f h u u g h t '' (as disc u s s e d 
above.) It allows one to jump 
through text in the same way 
one flips through the chan- 
nels on cable; flip ... "I just 
wanted to say..." flip ... "in 
other news today,. ." flip.. . 
"OH YESS, DO IT LIKE 

stientists be able to read no 
more thanafew correlationsintheresultinghodge- 
podge. One graph is not less valid, and makes us 
acutely aware of the differences of the others. 

POST-MODERNISM 
Bring in the new ideas and technologies: personal 
computers and computer networks, chaos theory, 
hypertext, VCRs, even teievision and radio, alt 

THAT BABY, RIDE IT LIKE 
A ROCKET 88 ..." flip... "..,ems loves you ..." flip. 
This is not the way Modern thought worked but it 
is the way that Post-Modernist live. Chaos theory 
is one of the most interesting applications of a 
post-modern critique. By reading Gliek's book, 
Chaos, you are unable to not see the connections 
that appear in seemingly random ways,There are 
examples that talk of a single graph that is able to 
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post-modernism - 7  

be applied to two totally spurious relations. There with overlays of commentary, the surreal, virtual 
are others that show a single graph repeated at reality, and narrative confusion. From this point 
different scales inside of themselves. But most g o n  ”reality” is to be put in quotes, whose “reality” 
importantly this ”order” is located in the complete is the real one. With science and religion both dead 
disorder of irrational numbers, numbers that have we enter the age of confusion. Our faith is thrown 
been discarded as inappropriate for science in the T to the mercy of thequagmire.Some havechosen to 

as impossible to deal with. The numbers still 

ers have remained in theMod- 
others have thrown up their 

that could not be broken down like t 
ern science. This is why Modern sc 
them. 
This new ideology is not limited to 

e have the new nihilists. 

ous ties to culture as a whole. It 
vement primarily concentrated in 

class consumer, however there are 

is one of these ties. Cable televi- 
you up to the world via Home 

and dozens of others 
tion with its uninter- 
programming.” On a 

hrown into the world of 

punk, Conspiracy Th 
Video art and the mu 

e classical. One being now aLl of a sudden dee 

is much different 
s to us now not in 

of narrative, the seco 
andtherehasnotb 

lated, ”mere” words. dge will fall because 

means that every one 
om scratch without a 

universally valid foundation, their own ideas about 
life and death. I have already listed many paths, 
but do not try to pick the right oneand work from 
”square one” onward. There is no longer a “right 
one” to choose. (Do not condemn others Jesus 
would not approve I garontee !) At the same time 
do not waver endlessly, choose a goal, commit to 
something, and see that it happens. Do not resort 
to apathy and wait for another to tell you how to 
act. Go on a road trip, try a drug or two; live! 

best of the arts in these discourses for several 
reasons. It appeals to the largest audience so it gets 
the most money, it gets the widest reviews, and it 
is easily digested. Movies1ike”The Player,” “Twin 
Peaks,” ”Bladerunner,” ”Brazil,” and “Rivers 
Edge” come to mind off hand as poignet examples 
of Post-Modern discourse. They speak of thedeath 
of outdated instihtions like “plot,” ”reality,” 
”time,” and “social coherence.” These things are 
no longer valid issues, they have been replaced 
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post-modern- 
ism: a sham? 

by j franklin bokz 
It required a load 

of pretension the size 
of Pablo Picasso’s 
ego to name a move- 
m e n t “ M ode r n i s m ”. 
Modernism claimed 
to be the forefroht, 
the avant-garde of 
culture. But Modern- 
ism could only hap- 
pen in Europe or North 
America- never mind 
’modern movements in 
those “ t i t t le wiener 
countries” around the 
world; no one can find 
them on the map any- 
way. But i f  it took 
pretension to name a 
movement “Modern- 
i sm” ,  cal l ing you r -  
se If ’I P o st - M ode rn“ 
takes an ethnocentric 
level bigger than the 
whole Internet. 

Will Post Modern- 
ism ever give way to 
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1 the final social and ar- 
t is t ic  concept? Hope- 
fully, Po-Mo wil l  prove 

. to be less of a Pac Man 
than is  supposed. We’ll 
get to  that later. 

First of all the con- 
cept of tech nology as a 
tenet  of Po -Mo- i sm 
deserves nothing but 
derision. How have we 
suddenly entered and 
age of reaping the  
fruits of inventi’on and 
communication? He I I 
no1 People have been 
doing this for t h o u -  
sands of years! The 
G u t e n b e r g  p r i n t i n g  
press was as much of a 
co  m rn u n icat i o n s revo- 
lution as the computer 
ever was. People at 
first feared and hated 
the  p r i n t i n g  press .  
Didn’t th is mass-pro- 
duced word of God, the 

another movement? Of course not. Po- Gutenberg Bible (the P.c.), decrease the 
Mo’s definition is  so constructed as to power and exclusivity of the church and 
prevent this social calamity from ever monks (the corporations and computer 
happening. How can you defeat a move- nerds) to the point of dangerous social 
ment which by i ts own presumption is change? Hell yes! What if the common 
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folk could read the 8 ib le  (use the 
Internet)? Before Prof. Balsam0 and 
the Post-Modern Posse show up at my 
house with torture devices and cries 
of, “Axe-wielding Luddite!”,  let  me 
remind you that I ’m writ ing th is  on a 
p.c. Does that make me Post-Mudern? 
No more than Gutenberg. 

Of course, t h e  Post-Mo-ists would 
say, ”Of course the present resembles 
the past. In our movement, nothing new 
wi l l  be  created, just re-created, retro- 
fitted, and rehashed.” What about your 
whole movement, then? Has Post-Mod- 
ernism happened before? I draw from 
the poetry of Robert Burns, hailed by 
the Brit ish cr i t ics as a Scot i n  his 
natural state, a purveyor of the Scot- 
tish mind. Yet many of  the poems and 
songs he published were not written by 
him in the classical sense. He drew on 
works as old as the Highlands to author 
(in the Post-Modern meaning of #e 
word) his books of poetry. They ap- 
pealed to  the Brit ish, for the Brit ish 
had never heard these works before. 
Putting old ideas into new contexts is  
nothing new; the present stands on the 
shoulders of the past, and always has. 

How wil l  Post-Modernism fail? 1 
have two overlapping ideas, both of 
which rely on t h e  by-products of  Po- 
Mo-ism. A l l  the art ist ic and social 
movements in the chain leading up to  
Po-Mo-ism (esp. Modernism) thing in 
common: they h a v e  been exclusive to 
Western Culture. The pretension of l i v -  
ing in  the dominant culture brings about 
t h e  idea that our technological superi- 
ority is matched by our society and 
culture. Any society outside the tech- 
nological forefront cannot match our 
culture or society either. Creative 
endeavor is always based on some past 
inffuence. Its when the influence isn’t 
recognized, as in the case of the British 
reading Robert Burns, that it seems to 

come from inside the author, or from 
nowhere. 
As other cultures are absorbed by the 
Po-Mo society, it will m e t a m o r p h o s i z e  
. New ideas wil l come from individuals; 
at least i t  w i l l  appear so to the society,  
since they don’t understand the influ- 
ences of new arrivals t o  the society. 
Because these influences aren’t recog- 
nized, the Post-Modernists wil l be at a 
loss to describe these “new” ideas. 

This idea of influence and influx, 
however, can be easily absorbed by 
Post-Modernism. Part two wi l l  rely on 
the people of Post-Modernism - the 
“Slack Generation” i tself !  We un-in- 
iellectuals wil l  defeat Post -Modern-  
i sm through apathy and indifference. 
What could be more boring than a soci- 
ety where nothing new is created, where  
only old things are authored? The Slack- 
ers wil l  find a newly introduced con- 
cept and pounce on it as their own. 
Post-Mo-ists can claim t h a t  this i s  all 
part of what t h e y ’ v e  been saying all 
along, and, because of  definit ions, 
they’re right. But they can’t keep us 
from getting bored or f e d  up with Po-  
Mo-ism and the way it discourages 
invention and discovery. Through apa- 
thy and sheer numbers, Post-Modern- 
ism, as a set of empty terminologies, 
wi l l  fade away. 

To conclude, Post-Modernism isn’t 
really a movement after all. It’s merely 
a description of what humans have been 
doing for eternity: grafting the old to 
the new and organicizing the theoreti- 
cal into applications. I t ’s  not even a 
new realization. I suggest you all give 
up now, you boring lummoxes. Go drink 
some coffee and create, yes! create 
something! Or at least trick someone 
else into thinking you can. 1 wil l  be 
taking submissions for the Name t h e  
Next Social Movement  Contest through 
the NAR. 
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. .  
Statue of LitKrty Visit *,-. I 

’ . LiCai(Box2S866c) - 
’ IairivedinNewYork 

Ciry in the mming ,and followed 
my friend for a tour of the city. 
When we passed a building, an 
open =stwe suddenly appwed in 
front of us. I felt that I had come 
to a d&mt world. A moment 
eahkr I med been in a planet where 
people walked fast on the sidewalks 
and cars mwed slowly on the 
streets h w e e n  latl buildings. I 

w l h  the Statue of Liberty stands. / it. and hoked toward Ellis Island 

The scenery was so beautiful and 
peaceful. No wonder Lady Liberty 
chose there as her home! After 
taking pictures of each other, we 
writ towmls a feny, in tending to 
b u d  it rn visit the island. 3 

Unfortumely, we were late for the 
lad h p  of fk day--the ticket office 
was c h d .  Disappintd, we left 
the south Ferry. 

’Ihe next day I went back 
to the spt alone and boarded a ferry 
with a group of tourists, most of 
them were fmignm. I climbed to 
the top flm which was full. Here 
Iwd here people were taking 
pbtas. A group of seagulls were 
flying above us and one of them 
bnded on the railing of the ferry. 
Seeing it sanding there with the sea 
and the Statue of Liberty behind it, 
Idecided totakeapicutreofthe 
view. I moved slowly t o w a  it, 
fearing 1 might scare it away. 
However, it s t d  there with its 
head high, and ignored my 
m m m t ,  I bet that the seagulls 
must h v e  been treated very well by 
tourists. About two feet from it I 
took a picture. 

move the p p 1 e  grew excited. The 
crowd constantly moved on the 
llmr aml everyone was trying to 
oce~py the best site to view the 
scenery and to take photographs. 
As I watched a preny French girl 

h 
waked toward the railing, leaned on 

/A 

As the ferry started to 

1 

smiling for a ctmera, I seemed to 
see the Lady Liberty’s exciteinem 
when she ,arrived at the island. 

boat stopped at the island. I g o t  off 
A few minutes later the 

the boat and went directly to Ihe 
statue, intending to cliinb to the 
crown of the Liberty without 
stopping. 

to the crown spirt&, around a big 
steel pole. I took off my heavy 
jacket, held it on my left arm; 
carried my large hook bag which 
contied all my needs €or mveeling 
on my right shoulder, ‘and began to 
climb. I climbed the spiraling 
stairs quickly, leaving those who 
came to the i s h d  in the m e  ferry 
with me far behind. Soon I feIt 
dizzy and began to breath heavily. 
I had i o  pause. While wiping the 
perspiration from my foxhetad, I 
looked murid. In front and back of 
me, the stairway disappeared right 
behind the pole, and I was confined 
in a very small space by a firm 
pole ‘and a steel w t a ,  complaely 
without freedom. I pushed the pole 
and the wall; they stood there 
hmIy .  I felt likc a bird in a cage, 
compIetely powerless. Over the 
wall there was a larger space which 
seduced me to jump over for 
M o m .  I Imked down over the 
wall and saw small figures moving 
,around by the base of the s tme.  
The sound below me grew louder, 
people were coming up. There was 
no way for me to back down nor 
was there much time for m e  to smy 
there. Rather than being pushed to 
go forward, I picked up my bulky 
things, tilted my body toward the 
pole with my shoulder pressed 
against it and resnned ckl ing in 
the narrow and steep st;iirWay. 

was challenging, what was waiting 
for me was the m w n  the Lady 
Liheny. 

The steep stairway leading 

Even though the climb 



I 

I 

I 

I 



he was kn-ocking his left palm 
impatiently with the stick, like a 
racing horse waiting for 
corn@ tion. 

A group of girls shouted 
behind me. I turned and saw them 
passing by me, I stopped one of 
them and asked: *‘What did you 
,,?,, 

The girl: looked at me, 
puzzled. 

“I just want to know what 
you mid” 

She still stared at me 
without response. 

“My English is not g d ,  
so I could not understand what yw 
were saying,” I explained to her. 

intention and said “It i s  a baby ..., 
not a choice” in a chanting voice. 

choice,” the other girls around her 
repeated it to me md then marched 
on. 

high school girls moving away, I 
saw another the cmwd on the 
sideways not far firom me. I went 
to crowd and elbowed through iL! 
In front of me was another group of 
high school students, standing ’ 

She understood my 

“It is a baby..., not a 

Whiie looking at those 

A Demonstration 
Li Cai 

in the squnre from fl directions; 7 
the numbers on the square were 
growing fast. I was attracted by the 
scene and forgot the time until a 
man’s voice came to me through 

I the loud speakers. He was standing 
: on the stand opposite to ours and 
[ was explaining tKe rules of the 

upcoming demonstration. After the 
explanation he shouted: “Give me a 

I 
I 

I arrived in Washing ton 1 
DC at about seven in the morning. 1 
After about four hwrs tour in the 
city by foot, I was tired, hungry, 
and eager to have lunch. While 
searching for a restaurant, I saw 
large number of people waking 
eastward in a long line, just Imked 
like a river--one could not see the 
beginning and the end. 

‘wlp f world& 
4‘lllllllll,w the crowd 

‘‘Give me M il” 
1111111111.” 

“Give me a f!” 
’mmfff’.” 
“Give me an e!” 

“What is that?” 
‘ZIFE!” the crowd k a m e  

fuH1owed. 

“. . . . . . . . . . 
I 

I went to them and asked a 

“We’re having a rally,” a 

‘r*hey’re killing people,’+ i the man pointed to a large picture 

big man: “What’re you doing?” 

lady beside him responded. “ ~ ”  

I andsaid 
4 
\ 

{ forwards. “In theEUipse.” 

“where WiIJ the d l y  be?” 
‘rhere,”the lady pointed 

’’It’ll begin at twelve.” 
“When will it start?’’ 

Though the Ellipse was 
not far away, I was unable not 
decide if I should wait for an hour 
to see the event. I would be 
leaving the city in six hours. and 
t h w  still were many fnmuus spots 
to be seen. 

“Would you like to have 
ow?” the lady handed me a sign. 

I was hesitated because I 
did not want to be involved, but her 
sincere face left me no choice. 
“Holding a placard &s not prove 
anything,” 1 thought to myself and 
took it 

excited. 

shaking,” the man Iookhg through 
a photo camera compldned, 

supposed tu be here is here,” a man 
sitting next to him replied. 

I looked at him sideways. 
He was the man who came to the 
smd just after me. When he saw a 
sign laying on the floor, he simply 
went there to kick it out. 

Better not make him mad.” I said 
to myself. Then I left for lunch. 

After lunch I continued 
my tour and forgot about the rally. 
Coming Out to the Capital Hill, I 
saw a huge number of people on 
the street between the court and the 

“this stand is always 

“Someone who is not 

“He is a tough guy. 

Capital HiI1. I immediately ran 
there and mahzed that they were the 

atrived at the Ellipse which was an .demonstrators whom I met in the 
open g~assy square. People from EIlipse. I joined the demonstrairs 

in order to see more and take different states held diverse signs 
which made the spot very colorful. photos. As I moved with the 
Being affected by their passion, I stream, I saw many police officers 
became excited. I Ieft the couple standing on the sidewalks. They 

a helmets, and holding sticks. They ~ 

from w h m  f could take panoramic 
pichlres- I a looked like an unpenemtable wall 1 
station which was set up for etween the Supreme Court and the i 
journalists to cover the news. I 
approached it and climbed to the 
and saw the flood of people flowin 

Ten minutes later we 

aJId W a k e d  around search a Pb !! w m  &&ng black, wearing 

emonstrsLtors. I moved in parallel 
to the wall which was facing the 
dernonslmm without any 
expression. Suddenly, a young 

4 

, t  
behind a large banner. They were 
swinging-and shouting, very 
energetically. I raised my camera 
and moved my position to choose 
an angle for taking pictures. 
Unexpectedly, I saw a phDtographer 
was trying to take a picture of a 
five year old girl carrying a sign 
drnost half her size. Her father 
thwarted his attempt by dmgging 
his daughter out of his range. The 
photographer looked; clearly, he did 
not succeed in taking a photo of the 
little demonstrator. 

Those young demonstrators 
stimulated my recollection. When 

b 

I suddenly fet t uneasy. 

b 
I was a boy, I participated many 
demonstdons tw. Looking bac 
I wish that I wwld have had 
understand m m  when I joined 
demonsiratims. 

I left the stream. Too 
many things to do, but not much 
time left. I hurried toward the 
famous spots where I planed to 

w!ae&Qc .+. 
I 



the final act is over 
I 've lost all to satisfy me 
slashed and torn he hangs 
hate and obsession killed this man 
I ended my biggest fear 
only to start a lifetime of more $ 

I 4 1 .  

running away from life 
and death 

so far  removed f r o m  the real wor ld  t o  a point o f  absu rd i t y  

Inept old men so full of t h e i r  own age 1 
teaching t h e  l i t t le  ch i ldren.  the k i d s  t h a t  lapp up t h e  beads 

o f  knowledge of the  f loor.  dripping f rom the old mouths w i t h  

s t r i p s  of sal iva holding together cracked and withered l ips. 

ru le l i fe  and  electron, t e l l  me why I 'm here listening to you 

old man. te l l  me why you ' re  here,, t e l l  me o ld  man 

why you do your  best to fuck over  t h a t  small p a r t  of my 

destiny that you inf luence. 

0 

Tell me old inan about your laws and  principles t h a t  

Drawing a l l  your lines o n  the hoard whi le your feet 

shuf f le  and  sink i n t o  t h e  ground. and  y o u r  lips mumble 

incomprehensible ga rb le  of no consequence. 

Yeah, check your watch again O ld  Man and see - 

how much more you c a n - s p i t  out and  sp i t t l e  out before 

your tota l ly  sucked  under  and y o u r  bones decay as 

y o u r  prec ious electrons release themselves, and a l l  

your lifelong work gone to  dust. Fuck ing  dust old man. 

You old man in t h e  blue sweater w i t h  y o u r  l ines on 

t h e  w a l l  a n d  spi t t le  on your lips. s ink ing  d o w n .  You bet ter  

speak faster'. 



I 

It was the middle of the week. Too 
to remember the last weekend, too 

ason to look forward to the 
Instead of working at the office, 
h working at home. Cleaning 

thtub, paying the bills, cutting the 

This morning Jane got up after only 
the snooze bar twice. She ate her 
-K while watching Good Morning 

long commute into the city where 
rked as an executive assistant at a 

agerial firm. Jane lived in an all- 
e, middleincome suburb. Every 
rday afternoon she went to classes on 
to hand-paint sweat-shirts at the 

fts store in the stripshopping center 

t: work and had a couple of drinks with 
the girls from work at Bennigans 
afterwards. She was thinking about her 
next sweat-shirt design (a turhy because 
Thanksgiving was close at hand) and 
noticing that the leaves were beginning to 
fall off of the trees when for some reason 
she got off the highway long before her 
regular exit. In fact it was only three miles 

anger. Life music. 
Jane began to dance with a man she had 
never met. A black man. She had never 
spoken to a black man before except to say 
that she didn't have any change. They 
swayed and rocked. Drawn together. She 
was the kind of woman I v  %o only spoke in 
whispers when she was talking about 
wtnenne of color. Someone afraid tu be 
called racist, Someone who would say she 
wasn't racist. But was. 

But tonight his color didn't matter. 
Tonight his hair was soft and his eyes were 
liquid and his body felt strong next to hers. 
The music of the spirit, distilled, was 
running through her veins. She moved like- 
she never would again. She dripped sweat. 
She danced until she collapsed with 

When she awoke, she was in the 
passenger's seat of her car in a ditch next to 
the highway three miles from her office. 

. 

the street. She hap an average day 

A f t a  about fifteen minutes, of 
driving through a neighborhood she had 
never been in before and would never be in 
again, she realized what was drawing her. 
It was a beat, like a heartbeat but softer. 
Increasing with each mile she drove. There 

She stopped at a store, a smaI1, 
grungy grocery store with drunkards sitting 
out front. She went in, down the isle with 
the Spam and Spaghetti-Os and through 
the back door. In the dirty yard behind the 
store there was a circle of people around 
two very old black men. Men whose fathers 
remembered the Civil War. They were 
playing music. One was beating two spoons 
on a pail and the other was playing a 
harmonica, but the sounds, the music, was 
the music of the soul. At first glance one 
might think the audience was druggd, but 
upon closer inspection it was obvious that 

i 
I 
j 
j 
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And in the fire, they danced. 

The worn structure, unsuspecting stage as it 
was, held strong against the inferno, its proud 
walls seemingly defying such a force that was 
exploding while also charring, grafting, slowly . 





Letter to the Editor, 
Sigh, two yews at Georgia Tech and I am finally back 

home with the screaming and shouting*aRd the cars passing 
under my window at four O’clock evmy morning with the 
gunning engines and exhaust choking me as I turn under the 
covers fur the fifteenth time in twenty minutes. Two Thanks- 
givings in Atlanta, two summers spent running up and down 
the coast like a maniac, and now I &am sizing out of a thben.  
year window in southern 
knnqlvania.This letterthen, 
isaboutgoingback.Itisabut 
coming out of the collegiate 
‘white room’ <and looking 
mund. It is about waking up 
after a two year nap and won- 
dering whatthehellhappenal. 

I spend most of my spare 
time in the guise of one of 
tho% o f h t  Tech English 
majors. My spare spare time 
i s  spent either in my room OT 

down ;Iround Peachme St. 
sitting outside Frijolerus with 

phones Iwking at the pmple 
and the C I S  and everything 
else. I carry a little notebook 
in B green bag which I place 
on the table and stare at on my 
off hours. My spare spare 
spare time is spent wandering 

M ~ i s e y  iwd a ~ ; t b  of em- 

really hate it later. If  you really hate what you are doing latter 
you wiII hate it even more when you get out and find that it 
will never Lave you. 1 was fucby, I had some good courses 
and I dfd not molder in statistics &c. However some people 
bitch a lot and they are the ones that should read this. I repa?t 
Georgia Tech will hover o ver vou for t he rest of your days. 

So what do I do now? I left because I felt the need to get 
away. Ayear,maybetwoy~,andIwillgob~kbutfornuw 

rlimlessly Laround the back cwin of FulI Moon records and 
staring at piles of vinyl that I will never listen tu. Two weeks 
ago I hopped on a bus and waved good-bye to Southern 
Americh Four hours to another station, the second change 
two hours later, a third ,and a fourth switch and I look around 
atFlintHill,AGHS,andevetythingelsethrttI haddmost,but 
not quite, forgotten about. 

Route 896 runs right between Pennsylvania ;utd Del& 
w<m, from Philndelphia to Dover. Turn right at the setond to 
last intetsection in Dover, drive for an hour or two and you 
will end up somewhere between Dewey and Ocean City, 
M N y  land m i d  thousands of overweight, underbleachd, 
overdressed, and undervalued Americrictuls lying face down in 
the sand. Another day or two of dnving fwd you will be on the 
outskirts of Get>rgi+ Atlanta- Georgia Tech. 

There is the first point. Everything is so fucking h;wI to 
forget. Considering that I never went on any spectxular 
adventura; that I never rode a skateboard down Ptxchtree 
Street at two in the morning; that I never h,d my own Radio 
show on WREK; I am still sitting down ,and thinlung ribout 
the history cuurse that I had with Dr. Ray, and the stacks of 
bmks at the Warehouse and the long nights that I did spend 
sitting out 00 ‘the grounds’ with other friends ,and asstlciales. 
Neverforget this: If you hate what you are doing now you wili 

I 

. 

my faher is wondering 
when I will get a job. Go 
to college, get a job, get a 
house, a mortgage (mort- 
gage: mort, mor& is the 
French ward for death), a 
television,acarmd anice 
plnstic-deri vative-fu- 
mistic- tombstone and 
B few flowers in case 1 
kick off early, It simply 
isn’t enough. Welcome to 
1992, welcometothemid- 
life crisis at the age of 
twenty two, welcome to 
the ulcerated job market. 
My mother went insaneat 

have heard that everyone 
leavescollege feeling like 
they C N I  make a differ- 
ence. I feel like this and I 

the age of thirty- truth. I 

am on sabbaticd. 
Point number two then. It is hard change. OurImadanic 

experiences have their own inertia. College Ieads us in one 
direction- that of aself centered success. We go in, we Mor 
for two, three, four years, we get out with a loan or unpaid 
mortgage homing on the horizon and we jump into the job 
market without those ten TinUtes of reflection which we 
should havetaken way back in high school but didn’t because 
we wanted acuiege with areputation. Twenty y m s  later and 
we are sttaring out of the same glass window overlwking 
route 894 only our spouses ate plting at us in the background 
<and we are sitting in front of a pile of bills instead of a 
typewriter. Nothing changes and we are not advancing our- 
selves by moving so rapidly. A major is a terrible thing. 

Be patient. I started this after fouror five sleepless hours 
spent startding by the window and I havehaving sometrouble 
iinishing. Everything has changed at home. The School is 
smaller :md the trees are darker and the sound of the trucks 
grows louder every hour. Be prepared forthis. Most of you go 
home every few months or so. Two years is a long time. 
Gavin, if you still down at GT., try to understand why I 
wrote this. 

John Boddie 
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The 
opened on a 24 hour day basis. At the first of 
the Quarter seeking a place to prowl I hap- 
pened into t he  complex at about 1230 or so, 
the only other person there was a pajama cop 
‘ust leaving. I was there again on the 13th of 
bebruary and to my absolute wonder I heard 
the sounds of live music, a band sponsored by 
the musicians network. They were playing for 
a crowd of about 150 peo le who were recep- 

film no less, this brought peo le to the student 

* 

1 

.+ ’ 

+ tive to the idea. Afterwar x was a film, a french 

center after the post office B osed on Friday, 

Things 
Are... 

by Dave Mierkhin 

The past two quarters here at Tech 
have seemed different to me. I have noticed 
some differences around her and if oublinked 

saw. There were good thin s for the first time, 
good old things uncovere$ some things that 
still have not changed or gotten worse, and 
others that will forever puzzle me. 

First, looka t thenew goodies. The Geor- 
gia Tech Theater for the Arts has had a stun+ 
nin opening season. If the rate of fabulous 

the risk of b e c o m  culturally aware. I have 

including the P a d  Dresher Ensemble, Straight 
From the Heart, a Modern/contemporary 
dance reci tal by I.S.O., the Atlanta Gay Men’s 
Chorus, the Atlanta Feminist Women’s Cho- 
rus, and the Washington Ballet. These were all 
excellent, top rate groups, and I loved the Paul 
Dresher Ensemble. tuso the student center is 
being used more and more since it has been 

you may have missed it so I’ll tel r you what I 

per f ormance is kept up we could actually run 

been to several per 3: omances (thank you Liz) 

truly an amazing feat. But wait there’s more, 
there was also a large crowd in the game room 
and another gathered for a debate about the 
flag! Perhaps this seems contrived or unim- 
portant but, to see our student center filled 
with activity on a Friday night says that a 
social life on this campus can exist in a more 
tangible form than the net. The movie com- 
mittee deserves special rem nition for their 
exceuent selection of films. R e p  at it. In this 
vein I also Want to thank the architecture 
lecture committee for working with the LCC 
movie committee in making the posters for 
this uarter. Another 
men 2 is The Freshman 

have had success and if I 

good news. 
I have also stumbled across some things 

that have either changed under my nose or 
had remained hidden until recently. One of 
these is a class, of which I am sure there are 
others, that is project based education. This 
one is for tlie homeless, where the roject is 
real and is in conjunction with rea ffoliiical 
and private institutions. Another is t e Tech- 
nique that has over the summer joined the 
ranks of “A fringe activist grou ” nice. The 
‘ni ue has really sha ed up to % e an active 
stu 8 ent voice. h o t  K er is WEEK radio an 
often forgotten segment of TECH life. It is 
abrasively different and requires concentra- 
tion but is also a wonderful stimulus for shak- 
ing up your day. A prime example of Tech’s 
alternative to monoton , Techwoodcon was 
on again recently and gas really developed 
since its infancy, not really my thin but a 
different kind of outlet to be sure. sere is 
another movement gliding in to campus that is 
in the realm of academia. There have been 
new classes over the past year dealing with 
gender and racial issues. In the English, Soci- 
ology, and now History departments look for 

us a proclamation of the 
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classes with these titles: Science Technolo y 

lic Policy; SOC 2378, Gender and Sexuali 
American History; Hist 406,and 20th en- 
tury Black History; Hist 84%. The 17omeless’ 
class mentioned above is bc 4951, anyone can 
take this class and I highly recommend it. 
(This is the kind of thing that can go on a 
resume.) 

I have also seen parts of this ins ti tu tion 
remain inactive, uiisupportive, or in other 
wavs anathetic. There is still no permanent 

and Gender; Engl4305, Social Issues and Pu % - 
2 in 

1 

our culture for unabashed tenderness, these 
guys suck. Other thefts have also been re- 
ported on a seemingly daily basis; the student 
services building had flags stolen and some 
macs have disa peaxed. Finally a serious note, 

Why does this administration feel that this 
would mean that there would be problems? 
Don’t you think you could figure out a way to 
give room assignments or even floor assign- 
ments based on gender without screwin up? 

when does tec K start to have co-ed dorms? 

For vour information many of us have B ived 
de& ofstudents. There 
is still no move being 
made to establish the 
media relations board as 
an active.part of cam- 
pus.Thereisstillnokind 
of student complaint li- 
aison. Other things have 
fallen behind their 
record. What ever 
pened to the Race 
tions class in the sociol- 
ogy department? Are 
you sahsfied with the 
current state of affairs? 
Also I think the cam us 
administration, ‘the 
hill,” is actually less or- 
ganized. It is impossible 
to get any question an- 
swered without trekking 
across campus a few 
times. And what ever 
happened to the com- 

uter cluster that was to 
utinthestudeiitcen- 
The student success 

building was raised 
without too much 
trouble, but wait, where 

c , 

.,.Tech is not just a place 
to earti a degree. It cannot 
be. If it  is, it  has failed. 

This is why I write. 

1 

with h e  opposite sex al- 
ready like parents or sib- 
lings. It would actually 
in all likelihood lessen 
sexual tension on cam- 
pus. 

There are some 
other notes I have taken 
about campus that I can 
not understand at all. 
Like wh does mail take 

the trays go, from that 
slot, at the end of lunch? 
Why do people stare at 
their feet so much? Are 
most of Tech’s students 
mute ( or moot)? And I 
want to know about an- 
other thing; there is a 
television that never 
turns off, except when I 
unplug it, and that 
broadcasts all the time, 
total shit for program- 
ming, to no one. It stands 
at the nowhere zone be- 
tween the parkin lot 
and the second hmr  
lo bbv of the student cen- 

SD long K ere? Where do 

are the‘students? There 
was not even one included in the planning of 
so much as the rogram of tlie large and quite 

screwed up recently with a minor but irritat- 
ing faux pas. During the time between movies 
they show a selection time killers/screen sav- 
ers. One of these depicts a woman, busty, 
nude pulling down a window shade, 
I a bein a b tch but; et rid of it. A so I am 
ashame 8 L  of owing t a at there is still active 
hatred toward GALA, there sign was stolen 
on Valentine’s day. Valentine was a saint and 
the sign was stolen by etty vandals that had 

ugly facility. ;P ech Television Network also 

perhaps 

the nerve to do this on t K e one day reserved in 

ter, jbsk at the end of the 
hall leaving the cafeteria. What tlie hell is it 
supposed to do? 

The point here is that there are other 
facets to Tech than fraternity row and your 
major school. So when ou are looking in 

you are not only not alone, your quest can be 
answered. 

desperation for another p r ace to be, remember 

’ DaveMiertschin 
georgia tech station 

bux2708l 
atlanta georgia 3Q318 
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..(Ba$S and Girls Bathroom 
4 24 Feet 

3 Closed Stalls 

8 Closed Stalls t-- 
4 Open Stalls 

Trashcan I Trashcan 

28 Feet 
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In the prev 

reduce Federal expenditures, however this is no 
easy task. Each year’s base budget of expenditures 
starts out as the total expenditures last year ad- 

i 

The Deficit 
by Cay McKeown 

justed for inflation and then new stuff added and 
what ever we wind up spending will be the base 
amount that the next budget starts at - Can you say 

“positive feedback loop”? Another force driving 
excessive government spending is pork barreling, 
every body wants as much money given to them as 
they can get away with and politicians generally 
prefer to buy votes by giving voters what they want 
rather than earn votes by getting them what they 
need and are entitled to - The result i s  that 
everyone is worse off, because while everybody 

else is being taxed to give you what you want, you 
are also being taxed to give & of them what ever 
they’ve weaseled out of the system, most of what 
d1 of you want is not worth it, and whether or not 
a project happens to be worthy a great deal of the 
money is wasted in the process of being collected, 
allocated, and distributed. Also, politicians like 
being ‘in charge’ of large amounts of money. 

Unfortunately a line-item veto while it may 
help some, really can’t touch most of the budget. 
The way to make significant cuts in expenditures is 
to make it known to the legislators that you want 

them to cut out all the pork starting with closing 
unnecessary military bases and inefficient duplica- 
tion of functions among the armed services, elimi- 
nating various and sundry special subsidies to 

industries and regions, reforming the welfare sys- 
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i tem to act as a safety net rather than a prison, and 
1 eliminate graft and political favoritism in govern- 

ment-contractor relations. (Having t6ehi change 
the budget process to eliminate that built-in posi- 
tive feedback would be a good idea to.) 

O,K., now on to tax revenues. The major 
problems here are that the tax system is unfair, 
overly complicated, difficult to enforce, and dis- 
courages productive investment and the unchecked 
authority the IRS has to declare you guilty until 
proven innocent. So what we need here is major 
reform of the tax codes and the RS. 
Tax reform: 

\ 

If we keep the income tax, it should be a flat 
ate* for all income above adefined cut off, thesam 
ate for all incomes above the cut off and for all 
ypes of income: salary, dividends, or interest. No 
oopholes, few if any deductions allowed, I can see 

I justification for allowing deductions for chari- 
able contributions, but that is about it. LRgitimate 
;harities perfonn valuable societal functions with 
{oluntarily given private money, this is much more 
iolite and usually more efficient than taxing the 
sublic to do the same thing. The economist Milton 
Friedman** has suggested a number of times that 
incorporating *a negative tax rate for people below 
the poverty line as a way to better and more 
efficiently ahieve  the purpose of most welfare 
programs. These are supposed to act as a safety net 
in cases of temporary misfortune, Some variation 
on that idea could be a feasible means of providing 
that function and thus allowing welfareand the IRS 
to be consolidated into a single much smaller and 
more efficient organization. 

I believe that currently some sort of univer- 
sal, federal ‘consumption tax’ is being considered. 
I’m not sure I widerstand ex&tly what is meant by 
all the different names they’re given so I’ll just 

I 

explain what I suggest. Call it a, profit-tax, just to 
be sure it has a name that isn’t used for a different 
plan already. Basicly it is a value added tax in that 

you tax a percentage of the difference in price at 
every stage in the manufacturing process (you buy 
$200 of materials to make $300 of product, so you 
pay tax on the $100 difference) with the added fact 
that it also applies to capital gains realized on the 
sale of equity or financial instruments and if there 
is an income tax as well then both are at the same 
rate. The point of these flat rates and making them 
match is so the tax burden is applied as an even drag 
to all sectors of the economy otherwise it f a v m  
certain portions unfairly and distorts the function- 
ing of the free market by encouraging and discour- 
aging purchases and investments for fiscal reasons 

that have nothing to do with their real economic 
value: 

No ‘protective’ tariffs (They’re a form of 

subsidy thus, they too distort the fteeinarketmecha- 
nism toward inefficient investment.), any tariffs 
should be a uniform (low) ad valorem rate on all 
imparts to cover customs expenses, and handling/ 
disposal charges based on the cost of dealing with 
their eventual disposal. U’ll have to expand on this 
concept of returning the cost of waste and pollution 
to the source, where it will be included in the 
economic equation, rather than leaving it to fdl as 
a general burden on the public in a later article.) 

* according to Marilyn Mach Vos Savant in her Ask 
lwarilyn column that ran in the February 21, 1993 
Parade magazine, with the current number of 
taxpayers each would have to pay 15.22% of hWbr 
income to give the federal government just as mch 
money as they get now. She and I k t h  think this 
means our government is way too big. 

see ‘Free to Choose’ by Milton and Rose 
Friedman 

. .  

. 
* .  

the north avenue review 
k 



Is 
Norman 
Rockwell 
Dead? 

I walked out onto North Avenue the other 
day with a pack of cigarettes to look for Geor- 
gia Tech. Not just its physical location, but its 
spirit. And 1 have a Question: Does Norman 
Rockwell go to Tech? I get this feelingas I waIk 
around our campus. Ifs a feeling of the dark 
mysterious chasm of the unexplainable or un- 
familiar. Walking around, one definitely no- 
tices the "institute" feeling of this place. I'd be 
lying if I said it's not very traditional hew. This 
was evident in anyope who stood outside the 
VP debates last fall. I remember a large crowd 
of folks who were yelling "We want Quayle!" 
I remember thinking to myself, "You can have 
him." When Desert Storm hit, we were the 

. only school in all of Atlanta to be home to a pm- 
war rally. When I was a freshman, a professor 
of mine instructed an Asian student, of mar- 

'ginal English speaking capability, that "we 
speak English here, son!" I know a multitude 
of women have been told by their peers as well 
as some of their professors that women don't 
belong in the sciences or engineering. 
I'll admit, three yearsof tedious problem solv- 
ing and mind-numbing memorization have 
left my creativity rather stultified. All of these 
ingrained, restrictive, monotonous techniques 
have made us limited people who are handi- 
capped in creating social, career or advance: 
ment situations for ourselves. We have a ten- 
dency to accept this restrictive and prohibitive 
nature of things rather than to challenge it and 
seek new possibilities. 
Yes folks, the American dream is alive at Tech; 
it's just stuck in 'another epoch. Norman 

Rockwell is dead; but his humorous insights 
live on. Norman Rockwell raised a few eye- 
brows in his time. Whether it was showing, or 
scenes of a racially integrated workplace, or, 
one of my favorites, the defiant housewife 
walking out the door and leaving the hope- 
lessly inept family to cook for themselves, he 
knew. These images, which were controver- 
sial back then, define a way of fife for many of 
us now. 
We are, by, name, and "Institute of Technol- 
ogy." Our school shield is highlighted at the 
bottom by the words "progress and service." 
Progress requires that webeable toconsider all 
the possibilities. This requires tolerance of 
things that may irk us. Norman Rockwell 
realized this. It's time we do, too. 
It's funny how a picture of Albert Einstein gets 
noticed by everyone on this campus (As 
Pugwash has proven). He was one such person 
w hu was on the theoretical fringe of his profes- 
sion. Nazi Germany made the mistake of scar- 
ing him as well as many of his colleagues off to 
the more TOLERANT United States. As a 
result, the Allies, not the Axis, have been in 
charge globally for the last fifty years or so. If 
we are going to be the innova tors of tOm61~o w, 
we can't afford lo dismiss people because they 
disturb us. Because it is in this disturbance that 
we notice something is wrong. For how can we 
fix something if we can't even recognize the 
problem? The day we tell the dreamers that 
their ideas are absurd is the day we condemn 
oursclves to a stoic repetition of the status quo. 
If that's thecase there'll be a lot of unemployed 
engineers out there letting their minds waste 
away. 
This blind acceptance is no excuse to dismiss 
someone, whether it be the Fundo-Christian 
preacher on the Student Center steps or the 
most irreverent of our acquaintances. In the 
words of Dan Quayte, "What a waste it is to 
lose one's mind, or not to have a mind is being 
very wasteful. How true that is." 1 think he was 
onto something. 

Mark Cleary 
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After writing a letter to the school newspaper 
this quarter favoring a continued ban on the 
abortion pill and an end to abortion, I was 
labeled a 'Nazi" by a responding writer. My 
first reaction was to throw that four-letter word 
back in the writefs face by explaining who I 
thought was the true Nazi. But because trad- 
ing charges of Nazism does not further the 
cause of the elevation of truth, I offer the fob 
lowing framework on which the reader may 
meditate. 
It is true that ending abortion includes pre- 
venting the person who wants to have an abor- 
tion from exercising that "choice". And it is 
true that Nazism represents the removal of 
certain personal freedoms which we enjoy in 
our American system. But it does NOT neces- 
sarily follow that ending the "freedom" of 
abortion is Nazi-like, because: 

If the fetus is a tissue mass, then pro-lifers are 
Nazi-like in wanting to take away a woman's 
control of her body; but if the fetus is a CHILD, 
then pro-choicers are Nazi-like wanting to al- 
low that child's life to be taken. 

One might favor a system (as did another re- 
sponding writer) wherein those who hold the 
"child" view should not abort and those who 
hold the "tissue" view should be albwed to 

abort. The problem with this system is that: 

Under such a system, although the opinion of 
the mother dictates the FATE of the fetus, her 
opiniondoesNOTestablish theSTATUS (child 
or tissue) of the fetus. 

. 

This is similar bo the standard problem in 
Probability and Statistics class of Bill hiding 
five marbles in his hand which he picked 
from a vase filled with ten white and twenty 
red marbles. I t  is inappropriate for Bill's 
friend Ebb to discuss the "PROBABILITY" 
that there are, say, three reds and two whites 
in Bill's fist. Although Bob does not knowr 
what it is, there exists a FIXED mix  of 
marbles in Bill's hand {not to be confused , 

with the variety of mixes which he might 
achieve in future picks). When Bill has one 
red and four whites, no matter what Bob 
calculates or guesses, there is a ZERO 
probability that there are three reds and two 
whites. Likewise, no matter what you or I 
think, every fetus' status is established: they 
ARE children; or they ARE tissue mass. 
ironically, even though our opinion will not 
affect the STATUS of the fetuses, in this 
democracy we must decide the tissue/child 
question in order to dictate the fetuses' 
FATE. 

What is correct?: 

>Is a fertilized egg a child? 
>Was a baby a child on the day before it was born? 
>Whenever you thihk it became a child, what makes it 

different than it was the moment before? 
>If the Supreme Court changes its previous opinion that 

a woman should be allowed to have an abortion, 
does she no longer have the "right" to an 
abortion? 

Robert E. Case 
Graduate Student 
Civil Engineering 
Georgia Tech 
P.O. Box 25110 
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.Hey you!!!! Do people think you're just not 
cool enough? Are you not "with it"? Do you 
get made fun of when you leave the house? 
Do you consider "Doonesbury" avant- 
garde? We're here to help you change your 
life!! 

Subscribe to 
the North Avenue Review 

With each issue you will recieve helpful in- 
formation on how to be a groovy person. 

, I  Send in the below cutout and watch your 
cool points total increase exponentially, 
while watching your derf quotient drop dra- 
ma tically. 
Guaranteed! 

: Send in 4 dollars cash money with your ad- 
: I dress and have thenma WenW &Ut$b . sent directly to your mailbox, You can't get 

p"1m I 
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: much cooler! 
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