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OUR VIEWS Consensus Opinion

Uphold the Honor Code

Although students appear to be more aware of the honor
code, we often fail to challenge violations when we see them.
Simply put, students must confront cheaters. The honor code
relies on peer enforcement and without such intervention its
benefits will never be fully realized. Honest students are penal-
ized when cheaters break the curve.

Furthermore, many professors remain uninformed about
honor code specifics. Students must take initiative and insist
that professors provide sample questions for tests and quizzes.
Greek organizations provide access to such “word” to their
members, so the code’s stipulation gives all students an equal
opportunity to excel. Most professors who fail to fulfill this
obligation are not trying to shaft students in new and creative
ways; they are simply ignorant of the requirement.

Students can no longer wait for professors to enforce the
honor code. We need to hold our peers and our professors to a
higher level of responsibility. Only then will Tech realize her
full potential as a true academic community.

What is hazing?

Social Greeks are held to a different standard when it comes
to hazing violations as evidenced by recent proceedings against
Pi Kappa Phi. Greeks receive a disproportionate amount of
criticism and suspicion in regards to hazing simply because a
sanctioning model exists within IFC but not for other organi-
zations. Why iswhat is considered tradition and teambuilding
in some organizations considered hazing in others? These
discriminatory standards cannot continue—they need to be
addressed. Hazing is a growing issue on campus that every
student must contemplate. What do you consider hazing?
Where do you draw the line? These questions have gone
unanswered for too long—it’s time to take a stand.

Give us condoms!

A freshman hall council’s recent initiative to distribute free
condoms in Glenn and Cloudman dorms deserves praise.
While the Health Center and Women’s Resource Center
currently provide free condoms, more convenient distribu-
tion centers will allow students to obtain them in the heat of
the moment. The housing administration’s rotten attempt to
stifle such creative problem solving is eclipsed only by its
attempt to stonewall the Technique.

Consensus editorials reflect the majority opinion of the Editorial
Board, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.

Crusade apologizes for confusion
over Foxworthy show publicity

Sincelast Thursday’s Jeff Fox-
worthy event, Campus Crusade
for Christ has been questioned
regarding some of the materials
used for publicity. It was an un-
intentional mistake that the or-
ganization's name was not placed
on some of the publications sur-
rounding the event.

Though the oversight was not
madeonall publications, theban-
ner at the Student Center and
the fliers in the undergraduate
dorms did not have the organi-

zation’s name. Some students felt
that Crusade deliberately mis-
represented the nature of the pro-
gram. Thiswasnotourintention.
In the attempt to publicize the
event to the masses, these were
unfortunate oversights. We
would sincerely like to apolo-
gize to anyone who felt deceived
by attending this event.

Christy Wright
Campus Crusade for Christ
Christy. Wright@uscm.org
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Student fees not here to fund religion

The SGA has recently approved
funding for the Campus Crusade
for Christ to host Jeff Foxworthy
for a testimonial at the Ferst Cen-
ter. This is a misuse of Student ac-
tivity funds, and I want to encourage
students and their elected represen-
tatives in SGA to oppose similar
future efforts.

Mr. Foxworthy has been invited
to campus to give this testimonial
which is religious in nature. I do
nothavea problem with religion on
campus, and in fact I encourage
religion in general. However, I be-
lieve we should oppose using man-
datory fees to promote religious views,
especiallyata publicuniversity. Even
though the Supreme Court has af-
firmed the use of student fees to
support political and religious cam-

pus organizations, we should say
no. Separation of church and state
was an integral issue to the found-
ing fathers of the United States.

There are many worthy efforts
thatincrease the intellectual climate
on campus. This is not one. A testi-
monial for any religion (or political
cause for that matter) isan inappro-
priate expenditure. Rather than of-
fend one student through a
provocative grant, SGA should care-
fully spend its budget, which is a
budget that we all have to pay forin
order to register for class. Our ever-
increasingstudentfeesare being wast-
ed oninappropriate activities. I was
unable to convince my colleagues
in the Graduate Student Senate to
vote against this bill.

If Campus Crusade wants to hear

Mr. Foxworthy speak, raise money.
The same should apply to every re-
ligious or political organization. But
please do not use our fees to support
an event that is obviously meant to
promote religion.

Georgia Tech is not affiliated
with any religion, and mandatory
fees should never be used to pro-
mote it. The intelligent students
here have many options of where to
attend school, and there is no short-
age of religiously affiliated institu-
tions of higher learning they could
have gone to if they wanted to pay
for religious programs. We should
strive not to exclude or alienate large
groups of students.

Dennis Wolkin
gte841r@prism.gatech.edu
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Pay teachers better to improve education profession

Low income of educators causes people to shy away from the field into careers with less
potential to improve the nation; increase pay to increae teacher quality and quantity

A recentlocal news headline pro-
claimed, “Raises top teacher groups’
requests”. Further digging into this
“$1 billion plan” revealed that the
raises were ridiculously skewed to-
wards the upper end of the experi-
ence scale. How surprising—the
proposal was set forth by the Geor-
gia Association of Educators, which
is presumably comprised of experi-
enced teachers. While several cate-
gories of experienced teachers were
given proposed raises between 25-
80%, the lowest category, the be-
ginners with an education degree
received a proposed raise of 10% to
$29,800 a year. Who'’s looking out
for what’s best for the system in-
stead of their own best interest?

Thisis just the tip of the iceberg.
Education is being treated asa third
class profession, when it is easily
one of the most vital jobs in ensur-
ing the continued prosperity of our
country. Engineering professions
boast starting salaries of nearly dou-
ble the figure for teachers, and for
what? Engineers simply design and
improve products to make our lives
marginally easier. We could argu-
ably do without many of these prod-
ucts and never know the difference.
My life would probably be MORE
enriched had I not had a Nintendo
to suck up my time as a child. On
the other hand, we entrustan entire
year of our children’s lives, a year of
their intellectual development to
these people, and pay them scarcely
enough to live on. With just one
bad year of education, the course of
a child’s life can be changed forev-
er—failure to learn fundamentals of

“Poorly funded education will
produce poorly educated
students... setting a cycle of

"

mediocrity into motion.

Rob Kischuk
Sports Editor

math or English can carry a ripple
effect to cripple a child’s potential
in adulthood. It would seem we
would want the countries brightest
and best teaching our children in
schools, and some still do out of
heart-felt conviction to dedicate their
lives to proper education. Still, un-
doubtedly, many potential educa-
torsare turned off to the field because
of sub-standard compensation.
The choice is to set in motion an
upward spiral, or continue a down-
ward spiral, and the determining
factors will be money and a com-
mitment to excellence. Money with-
out commitment is a waste, and
verbalized commitment without
funding is an empty promise. In
Hillsborough County, Florida, there
were no new high schools opened
between 1981 and 1998, with nearly
a25% increase in public school en-
rollment in the same period. The
result is overcrowded schools and
experimental programssuch as “split
sessions”, where juniorsand seniors
attend school in the morning and
freshmen and sophomores attend
in the afternoon. If being done by
lunch is a good program for stu-
dents, then move the schedule ear-

lier for all students, don’t use its
merits as an excuse to gloss over
poor growth planning. While many
students enjoy the freedom of get-
ting up late or being out of school
by noon, it is destructive to extra-
curricular sports and clubs, remov-
ing role models from the view of
younger students, inconveniencing
clubs that have members from both
groups, and hampering the athletic
progress of exceptional young ath-
letes. Recently, two new schools were
opened, and they are already over-
crowded as well - they are now pay-
ing the price of not growing the
school system with the population,
having to build even more schools,
butstudentsare paying the real price.

Poorly funded education will
produce poorly educated students.
These students become the teach-
ers of tomorrow, setting a cycle of
mediocrity into motion. While ex-
ceptional students will still rise to
the top, and some of them will go
into education with the desire to
better society, this will be the ex-
ception rather than the rule. Schools
should aspire to be the employer of
choice for graduates, with more as-
piring teachers than there are jobs

to fill. By making the job more de-
sirable, schools will have their pick
of the top talent, with no need to
hire anyone who is less than quali-
fied. Only then can we reverse the
current trends of declining test scores
and begin to raise the quality of
education in our country. Students
will graduate smarter than the gen-
eration before them, and if educa-
tion continues to lure the brightest
and best, the path to excellence is
obvious.

On a less drastic note, it is also
important to pay attention to the
situation of current teachers, who
report job stress levels at all-time
highs and feel more under-appreci-
ated than ever. Current pay raise
opponents demand results before
they sign off on bigger checks. Any
monkey with an industrial psychol-
ogy will tell you, however, that per-
formanceisstrongly correlated with
feelings of job satisfaction. As long
asour teachersare underpaid in poor
working environments with their
hands tied from being effective by
fundingand policy, asking this from
themisaddinginsulttoinjury. Work
studies have shown that people who
feel underpaid are more likely to
also underperform. Is the classroom
supposed to be some exception case?
Hardly.

The problem is neglect. As pop-
ulations have grown, funding for
new schools and school programs
have not increased as is necessary,
and teacher salaries have increased
at a rate well below that of other

See Pay, page 12

Evaluating our responsibility as a college newspaper

Dedication, difficult decisions a daily part of serving the Georgia Tech community

At the Technique, we are faced
with legal and ethical decisions ona
weekly basis. What newsstoriesand
itemsare appropriate to print? How
should we coversensitiveissues? How
do we decide what is important—
and what’s not important—when
we allocate coverage? How do we
balance coverage requests from cam-
pus groups given our space limita-
tionsand overall coverage goals? On
afundamental level, how do we de-
cide what information to printand
how to portray it?

The answers to these questions
rarely come easily, but by repeated-
ly asking ourselves what motivates
our coverage we—and our readers—
are better able to understand the
decisions we ultimately make. We
set high standards for ourselves and
diligently strive to reach those goals.
Each week, we believe that the pa-
per provides timely, accurate, and
important news to the Georgia Tech
community.

But we don’t always live up to
our aspirations. We're all too hu-
man in that respect, and it’s easy for
us to simply overlook an important
angle or take the easy way out by
not digging as deeply as we should.
But we try. We constantly critique
ourselves, and we enjoy hearing your
ideas forimprovement. In fact, feed-
back from students is something we
take quite seriously, but it’s some-
thing we rarely receive. Students
almost never write to tell us what

they think of the paper.

“What precedents are being set
by something as simple as an
evening physics quiz, or by some-
thing as complex as SAC 12"

Chris Baucom
Editor-in-Chief

We want to hear from you. We
can’t possibly canvas every inch of
this campus and the wealth of di-
verseand interesting events that make
Tech such a great place. So, tell us
what types of issues you want to see
covered in news and campus life.
Tell us what types of movies, mu-
sic, and features you want to read in
entertainment. Tell us how to liven
up thesportssection. Afterall, we’re
supposed to be “The South’s Liveli-
est College Newspaper.” Help us
live up to our name, because we
can’t do it alone.

A newspaper’s most basic func-
tion is to provide information about
the community to the community.
The community can beaglobal one
oralocal one; in our case, the com-
munity is the Georgia Tech cam-
pus.

Our coverage should be neutral.
All'stories should presentall sides of
the issue, and opinions should be
strictly reserved for the opinions sec-
tion.

Good news writers don’t make
value judgements. Statements on

the “goodness” or “badness” of an
issue are made in the form of quotes
from members of the Tech com-
munity, and if different perspec-
tives are available then all should be
represented in the story. Any factu-
al information contained in a story
should be completely accurate.

Furthermore, writers who have
a potential conflict of interest do
not write stories where such a con-
flict could cloud their judgement
and be manifested in their article.
Whilewe completely trustourwriters
to report news fairly and free of
personal biases, we also are highly
sensitive about the integrity of our
work. We don’t want any reader to
question our coverage because of
who covered itor the perceived slant
a reporter took.

Daily we strive to ask difficult
questions and probe deeper into the
heart of campus issues. Why are
certain decisions made on campus?
How do they affect students? What
are the long-term ramifications of
the actions we take today? What
precedents are being set by some-

thing as simple as an evening phys-
ics quiz, or by something as com-
plex as charging students for the
capital investment in SAC II?

We don’t have all the answers,
and we never will. But we attempt
to bring such issues into the cam-
pus consciousness by simply asking
the questions and presenting what
answers we do have.

Even though we strive to be fair
and accurate in our coverage, the
fact that we make discrete decisions
either to cover or not to cover cer-
tain events introduces an element
of editorial control. Aseditors, that’s
part of our job description. First,
weattempt to decide what’s impor-
tant on campus, and then, to the
best of our abilities, we cover the
issues we feel are important.

Because Tech is a diverse envi-
ronment, the issues we find impor-
tant may not necessarily be the same
issues you, other students, or the
administration find important. If
this is the case, let us know. Send an
e-mail to a section editor letting her
know how you feel. Send a letter to
the editor for publication in the
paper. Or better yet, come get in-
volved and make changes from the
inside.

We are a work in progress. We
are motivated by an intense desire
to make Tech a better place, be-
cause we see the great things Tech is
and the wonderful things Tech could
become. And, in the end, we are
honored to serve you.
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MORE VIEWS [ etters to the Editor

Keep consensus for serious issues, not fluff’

“Jokes” do not belong on the
Editorial page. Neither doesyour
September 29 consensus opin-
ion. Your personal lives should
notbe masqueradingas the news-
paper’s official opinion.

Furthermore, while the idea
of running “reasons for dating”
as editorial opinion is crass in it-
self, the Technique crossed the
line into unprofessionalism by
printing names as part of their
consensus.

Did the Editorial Board really
have nothing else to consense
about? Your definition of what is
worthy to appear as your editori-

al opinion makes me question
the credibility of your editorial
opinion. I would have much pre-
ferred to read the Technigue’s
thoughts on a bus to Buckhead
(article on page 13 of the same
issue) than the phone numbers of
the unattached members of the
Editorial Board.

I could even have stood to
read aconsensusaboutdatinghad
itbeen handled in a mature, pro-
fessional manner. The Technigue
is not a high school publication,
so please don’t treat it like one.

As part of the student news-
paper, you are in an incredible

position to influence changes on
campus and bring important is-
sues to light. You really can serve
as the voice of the student body.
Instead, you chose to reduce the
heartof your newspaper to some-
thing cheap.

Please take your responsibili-
ty as Georgia Tech journalists se-
riously. Please use the Editorial
page foritsexpressed purposeand
leave your inside jokes, your love
lives, and your slams at exes to
your sliver boxes.

Huda Kazi
gt1176b@prism.gatech.edu

Pay

professions since 1995, even as the
results of this neglect were increas-
ing at an alarming rate. With al-
ready below-par salaries, we are
worsening the problem by allowing
the pay discrepancy with other fields
to widen. This money would be a
fine investment as well. More edu-
cated adults will lower unemploy-
ment and decrease the need for
entitlement programs, as a greater
percentof the population is enabled
to provide for themselves and even
plan for their own medical care and
retirement, without the assistance
of the government.

Let me sum it up. We are doing
our nation an inexcusable disser-
vice by allowing our education sys-
tem to falter. Effective teachers should
be our most valuable commodity,

from page 11

as their impact on today’s youth
drastically affects the potential of
an entire generation. We should
make the field so appealing that
there are more qualified, aspiring
educators than there are jobs to fill.
Industry should be filled with the
leftovers, after education has hired
away all of the top students. Facili-
ties and curricula should be supple-
mented similarly, providing
educators with top-rate equipment
and facilities to work their craft.
Unitil the ignorance and neglect are
peeled back, our future will contin-
ue to slip downwards, further and
further from our amazing poten-
tial.

As a future teacher, the Opinions Ed-
itor totally agrrees.

Send letters to the editor to opinions@technique.gatech.edu

join the Techni

/4.

Freg)

Tuesdays, 7pm

Student Services Building,

Rem 137.

The Martian astronomer, gazing off into the air-
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Depart from the norm, carefully

Just say “yes” to unconven-
tional consensus editorials. I say
bravo to the intrepid editors who
chose to depart from the stan-
dard commentary on Tech ad-
ministration and politics, often
beyond the comprehension and
cares of us students. Now, dat-
ing (or the absence thereof) is
something to which I can relate!

However, the execution of last
week’s editorial leaves much to
be desired. When I do some-
thing risky, I am more careful to
do it well, so as to avoid disaster.
Before taking the risk of skydiv-
ing, I would put tremendous ef-
fort in doing it well because the
consequence of sloppy execution
could be fatal. Likewise, before
diving into an offbeat editorial
for the first time, you should
have simply done a more solid
and creative job in writing it well.
In this case, the consequence is

nowhere near fatal, butyour rep-
utation is on the line.

Isuspectmany Techniquefans
were disappointed in last week's
consensus opinion. After all the
yelling and screaming has
stopped, youarestillawell-written
and knowledgeable voice of the
students. Yet, like you said, you
are a school publication. And
school publications, especially
editorials, have the obligation to
break the mold.

During my five-year tenure
here, the Techniquehas gonefrom
a lighthearted, shallow newspa-
per to a respectable, but over-
serious publication. On thatnote,
perhaps a happy medium would
be to weave some fun, yet true
social commentaryintoyourstan-
dard editorials.

Steve Slawsky
gt7878a@prism.gatech.edu
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Foxworthy “performance” misleading

I'was mildly interested upon see-
ing the flyers advertising Brett But-
ler and Jeff Foxworthy. It seemed
that they’d paid two talented come-
dians to perform at Tech. I was
obviously not alone in my interest
as the advertising campaign man-
aged to fill up most of the Ferst
Center.

Then I was blindsided; it seems
that whole part about “sharing tal-
entand lives” actually meant preach-
ingfor Jesusand God. The Campus
Crusade for Christ had just pulled a
fast one on an entire auditorium of
people, and they’d done it using
SGA funding.

Not thatitwas vitally important
to use SGA funding, part of the
performers’ before mentioned “tal-
ent” was to point out frequently
that it was by mission of God, and
not pay, that they were there. But
thank goodness! They were quick
toletus knowall that personal doubt

and insecurity we felt was not nor-
mal teenage angst, but lack of Jesus
Christ in our lives. Well this must
have come as quite a shock to all of
the non-Christian students who had
come out to enjoy a night of come-
dy.

Jeff Foxworthy was still hilari-
ous for the 20 minutes he actually
performed, even though I kepthop-
ing he wouldn’t break into the reli-
gious message that he ultimately did.
Heatleastseemed considerably more
down to Earth than the previous
speakers.

I’m not protesting the message
sent by the presenters, but it was
offensively misplaced. This event
was very directly about religion, and
was not at all considerate of stu-
dentswith different beliefs. The pre-
senters addressed us like we’d
answered a “save-my-soul” hotline
when in actuality a great deal of us
had justbeen tricked into attending

via clever marketing. My objection
isthataStudent Governmentfunded
presentation insulted a large part of
the student body while trying to
recruit any that weren’t disgusted
out-right. It was a school sponsored
event with a direct message about
why eachand every one of usshould
heed this “divineappointment” and
“take Christ into our lives.”

I thought that funding from the
Student Government wouldn’t be
used to masquerade something onto
campus as potentially offensive as a
Klan rally. But what’s worse is that
by virtue of being school endorsed
it appeared as something intended
for general consumption. Georgia
Tech has been commended many
times for its minority relations, but
it’s a shame that religious minori-
ties can’t get the same respect.

James Hays
hays@cc.gatech.edu
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