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Boone 
wins SGA 

run-of
By Vijai Narayanan
Assistant News Editor

he result of the run-of election 
for the undergraduate SGA president 
was announced on Wednesday, April 
21 at the Student Center Commons. 
Corey Boone was elected the Under-
graduate Student Body President, 
garnering a total of 56 percent of the 
votes.

“his was pretty much the most 
challenging thing I have ever done in 
my entire life. I ran against the ab-
solute most qualiied person at Tech, 
and I know without a shadow of a 
doubt that he would have done an ex-
cellent job,” said Boone, a third-year 
MGT major and current Vice Presi-
dent of Communications for SGA.

Jimmy Williams, Boone’s oppo-
nent in the runof election, received 
the remaining 44 percent of the vote.

“I’m just really proud of my team. 
he guys that volunteer, the girls that 
volunteered did such a great job. hey 
gave up so much of their time and 
they did a fantastic job. I feel for them 
more than anything. Corey’s going to 
do a fantastic job,” said Williams, a 
third-year BMED major and SGA’s 
Vice President of Campus Afairs.

Elections began two weeks ago, 
with ive candidates running for the 
position of Undergraduate Student 
Body President. Following the irst 
round of elections, Williams led the 
ield with 41.3 percent, compared to 
Boone’s 38.5 percent. 

he elections this year received 
more votes overall than last year. 
Over 3423 students voted in the run-
of election, lower than the number 
of students who voted during the 
general election. Still, approximately 
91 percent of the number of students 
who voted in the general election par-
ticipated during the runof.

When asked about his future in-
volvement in SGA, Williams said, 

Union supporters protest Sodexo

GSS, UHR pass $4.4 million student budget

By Matt Schrichte
Staf Writer

On the same day that actor Danny Glover 
was arrested at a protest outside of the U.S. 
headquarters of Sodexo, a similar, albeit 
smaller protest was taking place on Tech’s 
campus. 

he protest began at Tech around 11 a.m. 
on Skiles Walkway and consisted of 20-30 
current students, former Sodexo employees 
and protesters unailiated with Tech who 
were there to express their Sodexo employee 
concerns.  

Sodexo is a French multinational corpo-
ration that specializes in providing food ser-
vices and facilities management worldwide. 
he company is in charge of operating vari-
ous food services at a number of Atlanta-area 
colleges, including Tech, Emory and More-
house. 

By Kamna Bohra
Contributing Writer

On Tuesday, April 20, 2010, 
the Undergraduate House of Rep-
resentatives (UHR) and the Grad-
uate Student Senate (GSS) passed 
a $4.4 million Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) budget 
for the 2010-2011 iscal year. he 
budget uses proits generated from 
student activity fees (SAF) to fund 
Tech organizations.

his year’s budget allocates $3 
million to Tier I organizations, 
which are the Campus Recre-
ation Center (CRC) and the Stu-
dent Center. he budget allots 
$930,000 to Tier II organizations, 
which include the graduate and 
undergraduate SGA, the Inter-
fraternity Council (IFC), student 

he protest hosted at Tech was the sec-
ond Atlanta rally in as many days, par-
tially organized by representatives from 
the Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU). he irst protest was held at Emory 
University on Tuesday, April 13. he two 
events were part of SEIU’s “Clean Up So-
dexo” national campaign. 

“Basically, we’re supporting the dining 
hall workers in their unionization cam-
paign. I think workers should have a living 
wage and have rights on the job, and that’s 
why we’re ighting for their right to union-
ize,” said Keefer Dunn, second year ARCH. 

One of the protestors, Phyllis Jackson, is 
a former Sodexo employee. She worked as 
a supervisor at the Pizza Hut located in the 
Student Center. She was suspended and sub-
sequently ired from Pizza Hut in Dec. he 
oicially stated reason on her termination 
papers state that she was ired for leaving an 

extra pizza in the chute, but she believes a 
recent union arrival back in Oct. 2009 was 
the reason for her termination. 

“I have been in that Pizza Hut for three 
years supervising. Just because the union 
came in here and they saw us talking and 
signing paper[s] to the union, some of [So-
dexo’s] employees, that’s when they started 
iring. hey ired me irst,” said Jackson. 

In response to the allegations made by the 
protestors, Monica Zimmer, Sodexo director 
or public relations said “he activity against 
Sodexo at Georgia Tech on Friday was part 
of an ongoing SEIU smear campaign that 
spreads misinformation about the compa-
ny’s labor practices, misrepresents its record 
on a variety of issues, and attempts to force 
the company into dealing with the SEIU to 
the exclusion of UNITE HERE and other 

See Budget, page 7

publications, DramaTech, Out-
door Recreation at Georgia Tech 
(ORGT) and WREK radio. he 
budget designates $480,000 for 
Tier III organizations, which in-
clude sports clubs, cultural orga-
nizations and other special inter-
est groups. he SGA budget for 
the iscal year is approximately 
$130,000 up from last year’s 
$4.27 million budget.

With statewide budget cuts 
and talk of tuition hikes, the 
UHR originally wrote a bill for 
$4.3 million, while the GSS wrote 
a bill for $4.5 million with the ex-
pectation of a student activity fee 
increase.

“he GSS recognized that 
even without a fee increase, the 
Tech Budgeting Oice projects a 
$4.55 million revenue from stu-

dents paying the SAF,” said Matt 
Cauble, third-year IE major and 
Chair of the Joint Finance Com-
mittee (JFC), as an explanation of 
the GSS reasoning.

However, “here is a great un-
certainty as to whether or not the 
Board of Regents will approve our 
request for a fee increase given the 
other fees already imposed on stu-
dents the past year,” Cauble said, 
explaining why the UHR estab-
lished a budget with respect to no 
changes in enrollment or SAF.

he conference committee 
established to rectify the difer-
ent budgets originally considered 
passing two separate bills, and the 
implementation would be depen-
dent on the state’s SAF decision. 

Photo by Virginia Lin/Student Publications

UHR representatives look on as members discuss a proposal to 

amend the budget for iscal year to meet inancial constraints.

Photo by Sean Kolk/Student Publications

On Skiles walkway, union sympathizers gathered from Atlanta area colleges to protest working conditions under the Sodexo 

corporation. Protesters rallied against unequal pay at diferent institutions, and against irings related to workers unionizing. 

See Sodexo, page 7See Run-of, page 5
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POLL OF THE WEEK
How has class registration been for you?

40.7%
I don’t have 
to register for 
classes any

9.1%
When is registration

31.2%
Great! I got all the 
classes I wanted

19.1%
I have registration problems

Next issue’s 
question:

Tell us at

nique.net

What do you 

think about split 

graduation?

Based on 94 responses

Founded in 1911, the Technique is the student newspaper of the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, and is an oicial publication of the 
Georgia Tech Board of Student Publications. he Technique publishes 
on Fridays weekly during the fall and spring and biweekly during the 
summer.

ADVERTISING: Information and rate cards can be found online at 
nique.net/ads. he deadline for reserving ad space is Friday at 5 p.m. 
one week before publication. To place a reservation, for billing infor-
mation, or for any other questions please e-mail us at ads@nique.net. 
You may reach us by telephone at (404) 894-2830, Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

COVERAGE REQUESTS: Requests for coverage and tips should be 
submitted to the Editor-in-Chief and/or the relevant section editor.

Technique
The South’s Liveliest College Newspaper

OFFICE:

353 Ferst Dr., Room 137
Atlanta, GA 30332-0290
Telephone: (404) 894-2830
Fax: (404) 894-1650

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:

Emily Chambers
editor@nique.net
Telephone: (404) 894-2831

Copyright © 2010, Emily Chambers, Editor-in-Chief, and by the Georgia 
Tech Board of Student Publications. No part of this paper may be reproduced 
in any manner without written permission from the Editor-in-Chief or from 
the Board of Student Publications. he ideas expressed herein are those of the 
individual authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Board of 
Student Publications, the students, staf, or faculty of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology or the University System of Georgia.

First copy free—for additional copies call (404) 894-2830

NEWS EDITOR: Vivian Fan / news@nique.net
OPINIONS EDITOR: Matt Hofman / opinions@nique.net
FOCUS EDITOR: Kate Comstock / focus@nique.net
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR: Jennifer Aldoretta / entertainment@
nique.net
SPORTS EDITOR: Nishant Prasadh / sports@nique.net

FOLLOW US ONLINE:

http://nique.net
Twitter: @the_nique

By Vijai Narayanan
Assistant News Editor

From the iles of the GTPD...

Campus Crime

Out of the house
Oicers responded to a report 

of an intrusion alarm at the Phi 
Mu Sorority house. Upon arriving 
the oicer found a male subject sit-
ting in a chair near the front door. 
he subject identiied himself as a 
student at Tech and that he was 
waiting for his girlfriend to come 
meet him. he oicer established 
that his girlfriend was not in the 
sorority at the time the subject 
made entry. he subject claimed 
to have entered the sorority using 
a door lock pass code which he got 
from his girlfriend. Upon further 
questioning the subject became 
loud and used profane language 

towards the oicers. he subject 
was placed under arrest for enter-
ing a private residence without the 
consent of occupants.

Pants on the ground
On April 17 an oicer ob-

served two black males engaged 
in sexual activity behind 728 
West Peachtree Street, NW, near 
Tech Square. hey both had their 
pants down, around their ankles 
and were engaged in sexual activ-
ity in a dark corner. As the oicer 
put his patrol vehicle lights on the 
subjects, one of the subjects pulled 
up his shorts and began running. 
he oicer pursued him with his 

patrol car as the subject ran in a 
circle around 728 West Peachtree 
Street. he subject exhausted him-
self and the oicer detained him 
across the street from the start of 
the pursuit. He was placed under 
arrest and transported to Fulton 
County Jail, for charges of public 
indecency.

Frisky football
While conducting a building 

check of Bobby Dodd Stadium, 
an oicer observed two subjects 
engaged in sexual intercourse, 
lying on the south end of the 
football ield. he female student 
identiied herself as a Tech stu-
dent. he male subject stated that 
he was visiting the student from 
Afghanistan, and was not a stu-
dent at Tech. hey stated that they 
had gained entrance by jumping a 
fence near gate two. Both  subjects 
were issued a criminal trespassing 
warning.
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Council Clippings
This week in Student Government

Each Tuesday, elected members of the two houses of the Student Government Association, the 
Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) and the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), convene to 
consider allocation bills and discuss issues facing campus. Here is a summary of those two meetings.

By Vijai Narayanan, Assistant News Editor

his edition of Council Clip-
pings covers the UHR and GSS 
meetings from April 20, 2010.

SCPC
he Student Center Programs 

Council (SCPC) submitted a bill 
to SGA requesting funding for 
costs associated with the home-
coming concert in the fall. he 
bill requested funding to reserve 
a headlining artist, opening art-
ist, production fees, and venue 
setup, among other costs. he 
total amount requested was ap-
proximately $97,340 In order to 
meet with JFC policy and to meet 
concerns of representatives about 
the time gap between the time of 
funding and the event, the bill was 

amended to a total of $11,000. 
he amended version passed 33-7-
2 in UHR and GSS 11-10-3.

YJFC
he Yellow Jacket Flying Club 

requested $102,300 from SGA to 
add a Cessna 182S to its current 
leet of aircraft. he organization 
stated that it currently has three 
Cessna 172 airplanes and one 
Piper twin apache. According to 
YJFC, the organization sold one 
of its airplanes in March 2010 and 
has since faced a backlog of pilots 
wanting to ly its planes. Repre-
sentatives in GSS were alarmed by 
the cost of the bill and amended 
the bill down to $10,000 in order 
to meet with a new tentative pol-
icy before failing the bill 5-14-0. 

UHR also failed the bill 5-33-3.
ORGT

SGA considered a bill put forth 
by Outdoor Recreation at Georgia 
Tech (ORGT) to purchase items 
to conduct cave surveys. Line 
items included laser distance mea-
surement devices, a compass and 
clinometer, etc. he bill originally 
totaled $1198 and passed UHR 
40-0-0, and GSS 18-2-0.

Tennis
he Tennis Club requested 

approximately $1500 for travel 
and entry fees to compete in the 
USTA Collegiate Nationals. No 
organizational representative was  
present at the UHR or GSS meet-
ings, but the bill passed anyway, 
GSS 18-2-1 and UHR 37-2-0.

Photo by Virginia Lin/Student Publications

UHR members listen as organizational representatives answer a question regarding a funding bill.

A lot of things went on 
outside the bubble of Tech 

in the past week. Here are a few 
important events taking place 
throughout the nation and the 
world.

Breaking  
theubble

Apple loses iPhone
 he details of the new iPhone 
were recently posted online. 
Technology blog Gizmodo 
paid more than $5000 for the 
suspected prototype and detailed 
all the changes from the current 
model on their site. While many 
of the software changes were 
already revealed in a presentation 
of the iPhone OS 4.0 last month, 
the new hardware had been 
kept under wraps. Additions 
from the last iPhone include 
a front-facing camera, a lash 
on the back camera, increased 
resolution of the screen and a 
Micro-SIM card slot. he phone 
was lost at a bar in Redwood 
City, CA by an engineer working 
for Apple. Apple requested 
Gizmodo to return it to them 
and said the editor Brian Lam 
was in possession of “a device 
that belongs to Apple.” 

SEC sues Goldman Sachs
Goldman Sachs is being sued 

by the Security and Exchange 
Commissions in a civil lawsuit 
for creating and selling mortgage 
investments that they knew would 
fail. While employing investors 
whom were betting against the 
market, the company sold many 
mortgage-backed investments 
nationally and internationally. 
hese groups stood to make money 
if the investment appreciated while 
Goldman investors would only 
make money if the investment 
depreciated. Goldman Sachs 
countered that they had lost money 
because of the overall poor state of 
the economy and not because of the 
organization of the deal. he SEC 
has previously not taken any legal 
action against the companies and 
the investors who beneitted from 
the fall of the housing market. 

Roethlisberger 
suspended by NFL

Commissioner Robert Goodell 
and the NFL have suspended 
Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger for six games 
stemming from the instances of 
suspected sexual assault. While he 
has not faced charges in either case, 
details from the case have painted 
Roethlisberger in a negative light. 

B
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Rock and roll ain’t noise pollution, but the Clough construction 
sure is. 
I love redheads
My Accounting TA is so hot
I constantly reload T-square in hopes that my exam grades were 
mistakes.
If pigs could ly..........
Someone needs to clean up all the trash near the camponile. 
hey, cute guy in ethics reading newspaper, Turn Around. see ya
Mr. “he building” man, you look like alexander supertramp.
pollen = more sheltered students
good job tech! way to screw wingnuts up...
jet concert...ummm.. 0-1, try again next year
ATLANTA HAWKS. EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS.
hello dead week, hello library. goodbye life
High School Girls Shouldn’t be allowed to party.
I am an abyss of nerdacity
Tech Clique
Strong Meat? hat’s what she said.
Male Twilight Fan seeking semi-crazy female twilight fan, any 
takers?
Girl with the Minnie Mouse on her car antennae = cute!
arizona
sunlower seeds in the vending machines..PLEASE!!!!
i hate when tech guys start liking you, just because you’re nice 
enough to actually talk to them
Arggh Library format printing ruins another grade
if you wear chacos, I already think you are wayy more attractive 
than non-chaco wearers
My social life has turned into the people who I see in the library
oops I did it again...
I should be doing ym senior design, but im typing slivers instead. 
If I were single I would make it more obvious than a bracelet
why the hell isnt anyone ixing sga course critique!?
dear klaus, i have chalkboards and whiteboards. blows your mind 
doesn’t it? - skiles

GTRI receives innovation award
By Zimu Yang

Staf Writer

he Georgia Tech Research 
Institute (GTRI) was recently the 
recipient of an award from Ben-
nett Aerospace. he hour and a 
half wine and cheese awards cere-
mony was on Apr. 14 at the Alum-
ni House and featured guests such 
as President G.P. “Bud” Peterson, 
Tom McDermott, the GTRI 
Deputy Director Research and 
numerous other professors from 
Tech. 

Also in attendance were sev-
eral representatives from Bennett 
Aerospace, most prominently 
Douglas Bennett, Bennett Aero-
space CEO and a former Tech 
grad. Staf members of the com-
pany and stafers of Ga. Senators 
Isakson and Chambliss attended 
as well.

“Basically we wanted to honor 
GTRI and express our gratitude 
to them and show how much 

we value GTRI as a subcontrac-
tor and as a partner,” said Heidi 
Collins, a Senior Project Manager 
with Bennett Aerospace who at-
tended the award ceremony.

he award came as a result of 
GTRI’s partnership with Bennett 
Aerospace, an advanced research 
company. heir partnership is a 
part of Small Business Innovation 
Research (SPIR), a government 
research project involved in mili-
tary and civilian projects designed 
to spur on small business develop-
ment within the US.

heir partnership also puts 
Tech in good company. Bennett 
Aerospace’s other partners include 
schools like Eastern Carolina Uni-
versity, Notre Dame, N.C. State, 
Princeton, Virginia and Purdue 
and corporations such as BAE 
Systems, iRobot, Applied Re-
search Associates and Orbital Sci-
ences Corporation, among others. 

However, it was Tech’s win 
ratio and the scope of its projects 

NEWS BRIEFS

Woman robbed on 
campus at gun point

On the night of April 20, a 
woman was robbed at gunpoint 
at Ferst Dr. and Cherry St. on a 
walk to her car from the library. 
he male suspect approached the 
girl, pulled a gun and demanded 
her belongings. Instead, she gave 
him cash. 

He led the scene on foot and 
was last seen on North Avenue. 
No one was hurt during the in-
cident. he suspect was described 
as a light skinned black male, 
around 25 years of age, 5’ 8” me-
dium build with a gray t-shirt.  

Home Invasion at 
Home Park residence 

In broad daylight on April 21, 
several residents of a house in the 
Home Park neighborhood were 
robbed at gunpoint. he incident 
happened around 1:30 p.m. One 
of the suspects had originally ap-
peared to the residents as an in-
terested tenant responding to the 
“For Rent” sign posted outside of 
the house. 

he suspect requested a tour of 
the house. he residents showed 
the suspect the inside of the house, 
the suspect left and then returned 
with two other males in a white 
vehicle with a partial tag of “ARI.” 
hey were armed. 

After gathering the house’s 
four residents and forcing them 
into a room, they took several 
of their belongings and left in 
an unknown direction. he irst 
suspect was described as a black 
male, around 6’ tall, bald with a 
dark complexion. he other two 
suspects were both described as 
having similar height and com-
plexion.

that led to its award; Tech and 
GTRI won three out of the four 
proposals they had partnered on  
with Benett in 2009.

“Last year we won three out of 
four [proposals]. hat’s extraordi-
nary, normally the industry mar-
ket win is 10 to 15 percent, and 
when we partnered with GTRI we 
came out with 75 percent,” Col-
lins said. “We presented GTRI 
with the Corporate Partner of 
the Year [Award] for 2009 and 
they went up against a number of 
heavy hitters because we partner 
with a number of large corpora-
tions.”

Fruits of the partnership have 
also resulted in expanded mar-
ket potential. Estimates place 
the value to be $80-$100 mil-
lion for work with the navy and 
$300-$700 million for the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and are 
expected to greatly beneit the 
continued growth of jobs in small 

businesses across the country.
“We had two large eforts for 

last year that are opening up hun-
dreds of millions of dollars hope-
fully of incoming revenue. One 
is with NOAA and it’s a LIDAR 
[Light Detection and ranging]  
project and it has the potential to 
revolutionize the way we gather 
weather data and it has a market 
potential of hundreds of millions 
of dollars… and the other one is 
a Navy Phased Array Radar Proj-
ect,” Collins said.

Work will continue from the 
previous year as GTRI and Ben-
nett will both look to progress 
with more opportunities in the 
impending year.

“I’d like to thank GTRI for 
helping to support Bennett Aero-
space’s exponential growth. GTRI 
helped make 2009 a very success-
ful year, and we are looking for-
ward to partnering on more op-
portunities during 2010,” Bennett 
said.

By Andrew Nelson
Staf Writer

On Wednesday, April 21, at 
approximately 7:30 p.m., Atlanta 
and Tech emergency services re-
sponded to a reported mercury 
spill in the Manufacturing and 
Related Disciplines Complex.  

Six ire trucks, two police cars 
and four emergency response ve-
hicles were on the scene soon after 
the incident. 

“I was sitting and studying 
on the irst loor, and police oi-
cers started coming and looking 
around, and then ireighters came 
in and put on their respirators and 
told us all to leave, because there 

was a hazardous gas leak,” said 
Seth McKay, fourth-year ME stu-
dent. 

Police oicers told Channel 
2 news that ive ounces of mer-
cury was spilled. David Lai, an 
ME graduate student, was next 
door to lab room number 3321 
on the third loor when the spill 
occurred. Lai said that two TAs 
were in the room at the time of 
the spill. 

According to the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC), the ner-
vous system is very sensitive to all 
forms of mercury; however, brief 
exposure to mercury vapor may 
only cause minor symptoms like 

MRDC evacuated after mercury spill

Photo by Eric Mansield/Student Publications

Fireighters exit the MRDC after a reported mercury spill.  

Prolonged exposure to mercury can cause neurological problems.See Spill, page 7
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Tech accepts AAU invite

“It’s too early to tell. Corey’s at the 
head of the ship now, so he’s go-
ing to be making the shots and...
if he wants me in there somewhere 
then he and I will talk, and we’ll 
see.”

Boone will be sworn into oice 
next Wednesday, along with the 
new Undergraduate Vice-Presi-
dent, Brenda Morales.

“I have never seen such excite-
ment created around any particu-
lar thing, especially when it comes 
to people who support me, and I 
just hope that same level of excite-
ment and interest is carried over 
throughout the year and is chan-
neled through the student body,” 
Boone said.

As Executive Vice-President, 
Morales will serves as a member 
of the executive cabinet, preside 
over meetings of the Undergradu-

ate House of Representatives and 
oversee legislation passed through 
the body. 

“I am so excited to work with 
Brenda Morales. She is just the 
strongest student leader I’ve ever 
interacted with in quite some 
time. I know she is going to keep 
me on my toes, and I am just so 
excited to work with someone 
who is as sharp and committed 
to making the student experience 
here at Georgia Tech,” Boone said.

Boone hopes to enact elements 
of his platform over the summer. 
One of the irst things Boone will 
do is to create an executive cabinet 
to carry out new initiatives.

“A lot of the initiatives that I 
have set forth in my platform can 
be achieved over the summer, so 
the irst steps are to form a team 
of very qualiied individuals who 
are as committed to this thing as I 
am,” Boone said.

By Emily Chambers
Editor-in-Chief

On April 20 Tech received the 
honor of an invitation to join the 
historic Association of American 
Universities. President G.P. “Bud” 
Peterson accepted the honor on 
behalf of the Institute.

“I am certain this is something 
Georgia Tech has aspired to for 
some time. It’s a very elite group 
with many ine institutions,” Pe-
terson said.

he AAU is a consortium of 61 
universities from the U.S and two 
from Canada. According to aau.
edu, AAU universities stress re-
search in the teaching process. As 
of 2007, members of the AAU ac-
count for 62 percent of a research 
grants awarded by the National 
Science Foundation, 54 percent 
of NASA grants and 48 percent of 
Department of Defense grants.

Members of the AAU include 
both private and public universi-
ties. he Association was founded 
in 1900 by the 14 universities who 
were leading the nation in grant-
ing PhD’s. Peterson was chancel-
lor at the University of Colorado, 
a member of the AAU.

“I participated for about three 
years. he presidents [and other 
administrators] meet on a regular 
basis...and they talk about some 
common issues and problems,” 
Peterson said.

Today the organization pushes 
initiatives and talk about the ma-
jor questions facing universities. 
hey discuss stances the AAU can 
take on certain policy issues even 
if they are cautious about making 
an oicial statement.

“he AAU does not make pol-
icy, they collectively discuss the 
issue and then periodically take 
a stance. hey are very selective 
about those public statements that 
they make,” Peterson said.

he organization will still 
come out in favor of a certain idea 
if its members feel as though it is 
particularly important.

“When I was participating 
[in these discussions with other 
members], we talked about stimu-
lus funds and how they might be 
helpful for higher education and 
the research programs we have…
How should they be designed? 
How should they be directed?” 
Peterson said.

he AAU, in partnership with 
other universities, had lobbied to 
be a part of the development and 
writing of he American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
concerning research and educa-
tion. he schools helped direct 
more than $21 billion in funding 
for scientiic research and develop-
ment.

Tech will be the consortium’s 
63rd member, the irst new mem-
ber in nine years since the 2001 
addition of Stony Brooke and 
Texas A&M. In the AAU’s of-
icial press release on the invita-
tion AAU President Robert M. 
Berdahl said “Georgia Tech is an 
outstanding institution that, like 
other AAU universities, plays a 
major role in the nation’s research 
enterprise, as well as in training 
the next generation of scientists, 
engineers, and scholars.”

he AAU membership pro-
cess is twofold, beginning with 
a quantitative assessment of the 
potential university. Universi-
ties are evaluated based on com-
petitively funded federal research 
support, membership in the Na-
tional Academies, national re-
search council faculty quality rat-
ings, faculty arts and humanities 
awards, fellowships and member-
ships and citations.

“A lot of institutions use those 
types of metrics to try and im-
prove their program and types of 

activities they are involved in.” Pe-
terson said.

According to the National 
Science Foundation’s Academic 
R&D Expenditures: FY 2008, 
released this month, Tech had 
$281,184,000 in competitively 
funded federal research support, 
one of the top igures for a uni-
versity that was not a part of the 
AAU.

While the honor afects many 
of the administrators and leaders 
on campus, the school’s admission 
into the AAU will not necessarily 
afect students on a day-to-day 
basis.

“[his changes the perception 
of Tech more so] with other orga-
nizations than to students. I think 
it’s probably not a big issue for stu-
dents, but faculty are very aware, 
administrators are very aware, 
our board of regents, my advisory 
board are all very cognizant for 
what this means to Georgia Tech 
and the beneits that [the institu-
tion can] accrue from it,” Peterson 
said.

Still, the students are likely to 
see a beneit from the increased 
prestige given to Tech by being a 
part of the organization.

“I think it certainly adds to 
the value of your degree. I think 
it helps us with the programs were 
involved in, the types of educa-
tional programs [and] the types of 
research programs,” Peterson said.

Coming into Tech, this was 
one of Peterson’s plans for the in-
stitute’s future.

“Being invited to become a 
member of AAU was yes, a goal. 
I was asked about it during the 
interview process....It is not so 
much to work to get into AAU as 
it is trying to work to accomplish 
those things that are important. 
If you do that and focus on that 
an invitation to AAU will come,” 
Peterson said.

Photo by Jarrett Skov/Student Publications

Corey Boone talks to GSS member Mitch Keller after winning the 

runof election for Undergrad. Executive Student Body President.

Run-of     from page 1
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CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE (APT/LOFTS/ROOMS)

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT. One mile from Tech in great 
neighborhood. New carpet and paint. Walk to shopping center 
and restaurants! 4 Bed/4Bath ($1,500/ month) or 6 Bed/5Bath 
($2100/ month). Washer/ Dryer, Full Kitchen, Cable/ Internet. 
Now leasing for May and August! Call Katie at 770-712-3466 or 
email techhousing@gmail.com for an appointment.

CONDO: Love the Outdoors? Looking for a Home in Atlanta? 
Check out: www. MartinLakesCondos.com 

SUMMER SUBLET $550/ MO Furnished Rooms in furnished 
house...all utilities paid including hi -speed cable Internet! Private 
baths, W/ D, furnished kitchens, living areas. 2 miles from Tech 
at N’side and 75. Option to renew for Fall 2010 404-496-4641 
Ann 

REAL ESTATE (HOUSING)

SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL MOVING & STORAGE For over 13 years 
we have been providing Atlanta with moving, packing, and stor-
age services. Unbeatable rates, licensed, bonded and insured. 
Need packing supplies? We deliver. Call Susan for your quote 
770-952-0783.

JOBS
NEED CASH? Need Cash? Earn up to $1,000 during inals 
week! Help your friends get more cash for their books and earn 
money in the process. Better World Books needs your help buy-
ing textbooks and collecting textbook donations. Contact Ay-
anna at 770-733-4975 or go to www.betterworldbooks.com/
campusoperative 

Homeless Reck optimistic, though time is short
By Coby Lu

Contributing Writer

After a semester of searching, 
the Ramblin’ Reck Club is still 
looking for a new home for the 
Ramblin’ Reck. Last semester, 
Georgia Tech Capital Planning 
and Space Management (GT 
CPSM) and the Athletic Associa-
tion (AA) asked the Reck Club to 
vacate its current location by late 
spring 2011 in order to make room 
for renovations and construction 
work for buildings surrounding 
the Reck’s current location. A 
solid date for when the Reck has 
to move has yet to be given. 

he Ramblin’ Reck Club cur-
rently cannot fund building its 
own garage to store and maintain 
the Reck, nor is there any suitable 
space on campus that satisies the 
Reck’s needs. Additionally, Tech 
is constantly facing space and ex-
pansion issues due to Tech’s loca-
tion in the middle of Atlanta. Due 
to these conditions, the Ramblin’ 
Reck Club has to appeal to de-
partments like GT CPSM to help 
with locating and creating space 
for a new garage and possibly aid 
in the funding for the construc-
tion of the new garage. 

“he current garage is ex-
tremely small—it does not allow 
for repairs to be done indoors, it’s 
diicult to get in and out of, and 
is not suitable for the school mas-
cot. I see this situation as an op-
portunity to house the Reck in a 
better and proper garage—but it 
will take a lot of work” said Aus-
tin Berry third-year, MGT major 
and the car’s oicial driver. 

Both President G.P. “Bud”  Pe-
terson and Dean Stein, Dean of 
Students, have been made aware 
of the situation and expressed con-
cern. However, the main group of 
people working to solve the prob-
lem are Howard Wertheimer, the 
Director of CPSM, Andy Bol-
ling from Space Management 
and Lance Lunsway the Director 
of Parking and Transportation 
(P&T). 

Initially GT CPSM suggested 
that the Reck Club move the 
Wreck away from campus. hat 
would move the Reck farther of 
campus than it has lived since it 
was irst made the Tech mascot in 
1961.

“It is important to have the 
Reck on campus because, being 
the oicial school mascot, the 
Ramblin’ Reck should represent 
Georgia Tech in every aspect of 

this school,” Berry said. “It should 
be involved with school activi-
ties and events. It’s included in 
logos, merchandise, and recruit-
ment materials.  It was brought 
to campus as a way to unify the 
student body, and now, it not only 
does that, but uniies alumni and 
fans as well.... How can it accom-
plish its duties without that simple 
physical connection of being in 
the heart of campus?” 

he Reck Club is meeting with 
organizations in the administra-
tion, including CPSM and P&T, 
to try and ind a place to keep the 
Reck. he Reck Club is hoping 
to quickly ind a suitable location 
at a reasonable cost so that physi-
cal steps can be taken to meet the 
Reck’s needs by the beginning of 
fall semester at latest.   

“Ideally we would like to have 
a separate building that houses 
the Reck with ample space for 
repairs but space is very limited,” 
Berry said. “he main location 
we’re looking at now is centrally 
located and safe. Both sides of the 
discussion seem optimistic about 
this option, but cost and time may 
make this diicult to achieve.” 

he administration is also 
working to ind a home for the 
Reck. 

“As part of the criteria, the 
ideal location would be central to 
campus, eliminating the require-
ment of having to drive the car 
through adjacent neighborhoods 
to get to campus,” Wertheimer 
said, “We hope in the next few 
weeks that we will be able to i-
nalize a location and share some 
good news with the Rambling 
Reck Club.” 

“he Reck represents students, 
alumni, fans, and the school in 
general—the Reck is everything 
Georgia Tech,” Berry said. “As a 
school, we can’t aford to hesitate 
in making sure our mascot has 
what it needs.  It’s very important 
that we get the ball rolling on this 
situation as we don’t have much 
time and there are many other 
projects CPSM has to deal with.”

Photo by Sierra Schmidt/Student Publications

The Ramblin’ Reck Club, which houses and maintains the Reck, has yet to ind a new space for the car 

since being told that it would have to relocate to a new home by Spring 2011 by Institute oicials.
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However, the JFC instead decided 
to reach a single compromise of 
the two bills.“he JFC decided...
[to fund] at one level and enjoy 
any extra funds received from 
an SAF increase in inancial bills 
next year,” Cauble said.

To reach a compromise bill, 
the JFC began with the $4.3 mil-
lion version and worked up from 
there, “since the UHR had passed 
such a draconian bill at such a low 
level,” according to Parker Han-
cock, fourth-year EE major and 
Executive Vice President.

he bill is established using 
the projected enrollment from the 
admissions oice, but with no ex-
pected increase to student activity 
fee.he JFC reversed the 10 per-
cent stipend cut, with the excep-
tion of some positions in the IFC, 
and increased funding for student 
publications. It additionally cut 
funding for the Leadership Chal-
lenge Course personnel and pub-
licity for all organizations, except 

the Student Center Programs 
Council (SCPC).

“Just because we cut the fund-
ing doesn’t mean we don’t care 
about the organization. We just 
have to see it as a bill in the fall,”  
Hancock said.

he budgeting process es-
sentially allocates a minimum 
projected amount of money. If 
the actual proits from tuition is 
greater than the projection, then 
the UHR allocates this additional 
money in bills throughout the 
academic year.

“If SAF increases, we’d get 
about $600,000 to allocate in 
bills, but we’re just not really sure 
if we can bank on it,” Hancock 
said.

To counter potential efects of 
future tuition hikes, the SGA has 
implemented a stipend policy that 
is selective about stipend funding, 
which is now based on a percent-
age of the state tuition instead of 
a set cost. his avoids the issues of 
luctuating tuitions and related i-
nancial needs.

Photo by Eric Mansield/Student Publications

Fireighters respond to a repoorted mercury spill at the MRDC. 

Emergency services arrived on the scene soon after the incident.

Budget     from page 1

Spill         from page 4

headache and nausea. Prolonged 
exposure, however, can manifest 
itself in profound neurological 
symptoms or death. 

he MRDC houses the oices 

and labs of administrators, fac-
ulty and graduate students of the 
School of Mechanical Engineer-
ing and the School of Polymer, 
Textile and Fiber Engineering, as 
well as provide mechanical engi-
neering classroom and lab space. 

Sodexo     from page 1

unions... SEIU’s allegations that 
Sodexo interferes with workers’ 
rights to unionize are false. So-
dexo will stand by the results of 
any valid secret ballot election 
that is monitored by the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) 
and is free of objectionable con-
duct.”

As to the speciic allegations of 
Jackson’s wrongful termination, 
Zimmer said “he union alleged 
that Phyllis Jackson was terminat-
ed because of her union activities. 
After a thorough investigation 
and complete cooperation from 
Sodexo, the NLRB made a de-
termination which resulted in the 
union withdrawing its charge.”

Another Sodexo protest-
er, Martin Gantt, fourth year 
BCHEM, summed up what mo-
tivated him and other students to 
support Friday’s protest. 

“What we’re doing here to-
day is coming out in support of 
workers and workers are support-
ing students. Our organization is 
workers-student alliance. What 
we’re doing is basically saying is 
that workers and students need 
to unite sort of joint struggles, 
where they’re kind of struggling 
for union representation, they’re 
struggling for fair wages, they’re 
struggling for sanitary recogni-
tions, healthcare,” Gantt said. 
“We’re resisting fee hikes, resist-
ing tuition hikes.  So we’re kind 
of trying to tell people that, ‘Hey, 
workers and students are in this 
together and we got to ight to-
gether, so that’s what we’re doing 
today.’”

After protesting on Skiles the 
group entered the Student Center, 
marching into GT Dining oices. 

68.3%
Tier I organizations

21.2%
Tier II organizations

10.5%
Tier III 
organizations

Total - $4.4 million
Graphic by Jarrett Skov/Student Publications

Pie chart showing SGA budget allocation amounts. The budget 

that passed from conference committee totaled $4.4 million.


