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S U B M I S S I O N S  

General Information 

Please include your real name, p.0. box 
and phone number on all submissions. 

Send submissions to: 

The North Avenue Review 
GT Campus Mail 
P.O. Box 35919 

Articles 

The North Avenue Review welcomes any 
topics that you deem worthwhile by 
students, faculty, and staff. Be prepared 
to rewrite. Facts are important. Articles 
which we feel are unnecessarily 
inflammatory will be rewritten by the 
a d o r  or will not be printed. Submissions 
should be Witten or saved in Microsoft 
Word, with a text size of 10 points and a 
font of Times (We‘re not kidding). fort 

Macintosh. You c; 
use many of the hl 
around campus, S. 
your writing, as WI 
will use your disk I 
manipulate and 
extract your article 
layout. Graphics Y 
your article would 
greatly appreciate4 

It is strongly 
encouraged that yo 
attend the meeting! 
defend your piece 
during group revie 

Graphic Material 
Announcements, 
Poetry, Fiction, 
Blurbs, Photos, 
Surveys, Small 
Items of Interest, 
Whatever You 
Want, etc. 

We welcome all of 
this stuff from 
students, faculty, ~ 

alumni, and staff. Please submit all ofi 
at our deadline meeting, or to our p.0. bc COME TO OUR NEXT MEETING: 
prior to the deadline. 1 

Thursday, May 10 in D.M. Smith room . t 
105 at 6 pm. Letters 

Anyone who submits articles, literature or All letters to The North Avenue Review I 
graphic arts has the option of becoming 
one of many editors for that issue of The 
North Avenue Review; just corne to the 
meetings. 

If there are any concerns, questions, or 
problems, contact Steve Danyo (p.0. box 
35307) or Tom Hickman @.o. box 
35919). 

will be printed, regardless of political d 

withhold letters if 
We do, however, reserve the right to 

inflammatory. Letters 
and signed. You can request to 
anonymous, but we need to 
name and address. Your let 
edjted, so make sure it is wr 
as you want it. 
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To the North 
Avenue Review: 

This is a response to 
one of the articles 
written by Allan 
Yarbroughin arecent 
issue. While I 
disagree with Mr. 
Yarbrough on most 
points, I am pleased 
that you publish his 

* work, since it 
demonstrates the 

‘ NAR is genuinely 
committed to 
presenting the 
broadest range of 
viewpoints. This is 
importantfortheTech 
comn‘unity, as it may 
stimulate and 
facilitate the sod of 
intellectual and political dialogue which. 
is so sadly lacking on the campus. 

To be honest, f am especially pleased 
that it Is Mr. Yarbrough who presents 
these particular views, since his style is 
so pretentiousand pedantic that I suspect 
few readers are persuaded and most 
are turned off completely. 

I would like to make some general 
comments about the article, “Human 
Relations Department and the First 
Amendment” (which appeared in issue 
#4) ,:and then state three specific 
questions,towhich I hope Mr. Yarbrough 
will respdnd. In this article, Mr. 
Yarbmugh describes what he sees as 
the abuse of +‘‘human relations 
departments” at the Universities of 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, and California- 
Berkeley. 

Question #1: What are the sohces on 
which Mf. Yarbrough bases these 
accounts of events tha? are very 
controversial? Surely he is not 
personalty knowledgeable about 
complicated events that happened in 
Philadelphia, Ann Arbor, and the Bay 
Area. Somehow I had the strongest 
feeling that I was reading some kind of 
College Republican newsletter. If Mr. 
Yarbrough’s source@) are so definitely 
partisan and one-sided, then I think he 

has an obligation to tell his readers that 
this is the case. 

The same point is even more clearly 
illustrated by his version of events at 
Dartmouth College, where students on 
the staff of the right-wing “Dartmouth 
Review” were convicted by a disciplinary 
hearing of harassment, disorderly 
conduct, and invading the privacy of a 
black professor. Dartmouth’s displinary 
board then suspended these students 
from the campus (unjustly, in Mr. 
Yarbrough’s view). This much- 
publicized andcontroversialcase is very 
complicated. It has been (and continues 
to be) a subject of litigation. That means, 
quite simply, that the facts of what 
actually occurred are in dispute. 

Question #2: Since this is the case (Mr. 
Yarbrough says “accounts vary’?, the0 
why does Mr. Yarbrough present only 
one account? What was the evidence 
that led the Dartmouth disciplinary 
hearing to the opposite conclusion from 
the one preferred by Mr. Yarbrough? 
Does he know both sides of the story? If 
so, why does he give his readers only 
one? If not, why does he feel so 
competent to discussthe matter without 
getting all the contending sides to an 
intensely-disputed matter? 

In this same article, Mr. Yarbrough 

reports that the 
American Civil 
Liberties Union 
( A C L U )  
s u c c e s sf u I I y- 
challenged the 
University of 
M i c h i g a n ’ s ,  
human relations’ 
policy on First 
A m  e n d  rn en1 
grounds. Mt., 
Y a r b  r o u g h  
snidely describes’ 

as a “rare burst o 
principle.” 

the side you favor? 
some cases when it 
you oppose but wo 
praise as “acting on 
Somehow one suspects 

know an ACLU law 
sadly that he has to spend m 

free speech really works. 

I could goon, but it’s virtually certain 
Yarbrowgh and I will always be 
substantial disagreement. for 
I strongly object to his notion th 
and prejudice” cannot be 
because they stem from huma 
which is“evil andco 
shoufd not say t 

That mankind is capable of evi 
(also saintly behavior) is e 
verifiable; events in the Garden 
are not. 

Part of the problem here is a 



wrote a deqsely-reasoned article 
(including the specification of his 
‘postulates” and references to Burke, 
Hobbes, and Locke) to discuss whether 
orwhen ethnocentrism is “good”or‘bad.” 
Efhnocentrism is obviously neither good 
nor bad, it is simply inaccurate. That’s 

.the whole point. 

’Again, thanks very much for printing Mr. 
. Yarbrough and at1 the other stimulating 
and interesting articles. The North 
‘Avenue Review is a remarkable 
achievement and one that gives me 
renewed faith in Tech’s potential. That 
your staff is totally uncompensated and 
that you produce the magazine with 
neithera room nor any kindof equipment 
whatsoever is astounding. Please keep 

I upthe good work. It makes me proud to 
have been a student here. 

Robert Matthews 

Mr. Yarbrough responds 

I am sorry that Mr. Matthews found my 
essays so difficult to understand, and I 
will confess to writing above a sixth 
grade reading level. However, they 
weredirected toward acollege audience, 
where one should safely assume a 
command of multi-syllable words, like 
’pretentious” and “pedantic.” Shall 1 
move on? 

Thesourcesforrny essayon the Human 
Pelations Department were The Wall 
@eetJomnal and U. S. News & World 
@pMo Fascist publications, obviously. 

l’heversion of the events at Dartmouth 
@ege propagated byt its disciplinary 
bmmittee might be more believable if 
la] Dartmouth had not established a 
@tern of abusing the powerslof the 

plinary committee to harass 
ewative students, particularly thbse 

&@at& with the ’Dartmouth Review, 
SICld @) Darimout h had not condoned far 
$$e disruptive behavior by liberal 
*dents than anything accused of the 

I‘ enthe ACLUwasfounded itdevoted 

I 

’ I ~ W  staffers. 

of their race or creed. Such activity now 
absorbs less than half. Replacing this 
commitment is a raw political agenda 
that has little to do with civil liberties and 
even less to do with the Constitution of 
the United States. Whenever this 
agendaconflictswith thedefenseof civil 
liberties, civil liberties take the back seat. 
For instance, the ACLU failed to 
condemn the police brutality against 
Operation Rescue demonstrators, 
refused to challenge the court injunction 
against Operation Rescue that forbids 
them to carry signs, and failed to speak 
out against the use of the Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations 
(RICO) law, originally intended for use 
against organized crime, against 
Operation Rescue. (The ACLU does in 
fact oppose the RICO law, but only 
when it is used against organized crime.) 
Such inconsistency does not leave one 
impressed wi t h t he ACLU ’s commit me nt 
to principle; thus I was surprised at its 
“rare burst” in the Missouri case. 

I never said that the expression of hatred 
and prejudice cannot be reduced. Like 
murder, it can be deterred by sending its 
practitioners to the gas chamber, if that 
is the way that we want to punish the 
exercise of First Amendment liberties. 
However, hatred and prejudice can never 
be “educated” away because, like 
murder,theydo nospringfrom adeficient 
education but rather from the corruption 
in an unregenerate human heart. 

In stating that “ethnocentrism . . . is 
simply inaccurate,” M r. Matt hews makes 
two value judgments: one, that there is 
some truthto whichethnocentrismdoes 
not conform, and two, that such lack of 
conformity is worthyof comment. To the 
extent that he asserts these value 
judgments against those inclined to 
disagree, he himself is a practitioner of 
ethnocentrism. Should he then claim 
that his type of ethnocentrism is correct, 
he would be engaging in precisely the 
same differentiation that I attempted in 
my essay. To argue otherwise is pure 
sophistry. 

Notwithstanding his total lack of ability 
as a philosopher, his praise of the 
North Avenue Review is duly noted, r90% of its resources to defending . 

To the Editor: 
$ * .  

I am shocked and dismayed at the 
interview you had with an Indian student 
in the last issue. There was biased 
questioning on the part of the interviewer. 
The NAR demonstrated its lack o f  - 
judgement quite effectively by letting the 
interviewer get to hear what she wanted , 

to hear. Where is the objectivism that a 
“intellectual” magazine should ! be 
pursuing? And note, the role of ,men or 
women in any society is more or less the 
same. The treatment and status of 
women is what differs from society to 
society and that is what you slmuld be 
interested in. , 1  

Let me start by saying that a wrong 
person was chosen for the interview 
flith an Indian student in issue 4, The 
interviewer (Suzanne Burnes) claims 
she was talking to someone with first 
hand experience. How can somebody 
tvho has never lived in India have first 
hand experience, leave alone insight 
into Indian society? The girl who is‘ 
supposedly representing millibns of 
Nomen back home does not show the 
ntellectual maturity to talk about the 
ssues posed before her. ‘Looks like her 
mly knowledge about anything or 
anybody Indian are her few friends here 
and cousins in India. Her parents being 
raised in India doesn’t mean anything, 
especiatly when you are talking labout 
the role of women in a changing society. 
Making myself redundant, let m e  
reiterate: all the answered showed 
immaturity and ignorance. 1 I 

1 

Why are there questions regarding 
religion in India in an interview about 
sexism andthe role of women in society? 

There is a difference between 
consevatism andoppression; nobody is 
slave driving or whipping the’ woyen 
into submission. What do youmean by 
“Indian women are so uneducated”- 
either they are educated or not. Call up 
any university in the US.  and you wilt 
find Indian women pursuing higher 
education in all fields. I personally know 
a number of friends back’home who 
have a degree and/or a job. 

Hugging, dating or sleeping with a 

I 

t .  

I 



different guy each weekend is what 
comes under sexual freedom, not 
oppression of women. Yes sexual 
freedom is definitely lacking in India, 
though you should be moreworried about 
freedom of though and action which 
certainly are there. Things are changing. 
Maybe, we will never reach the point 
where American society is today in terms 
of sexual freedom, but changes are 
taking place. 

I don’t deny that Indian society is filled 
with traditions, customs, mores and 
drawbacks but claiming that Indian 
women are oppressed, uneducated and 
unable to distinguish between what is 
good and bad for them is unfair. As 
more and more development takes 
place, people are changing and 
abandoning their conservative outlook. 
As a result, there is going to be more 
dating, more love marriages, and more 
divorces if that is what you want. There 
are laws and rights certainly: abortion is 
legal iun India and there is no fight- 
between life or chice, it’s just that it is a 
social taboo. 

The iast question blew my lid. Never 
ever judge a society by your standards, 
ethics and morals; what may be wrong/ 
right here may not exactly be wrong/ 
right everywhere. How do you say 
women here are luckyorwomen in India 
unlucky? Fromyourownstats, awoman 
with a 1 in 4 chance of getting raped, a 
1 in whatever chance of getting abused 
i$ lucky, There are obviously negative 
and positive points in any society so 
don’t,prejudge any society. 

Maybg I have overreacted with all the 
abovestuff, but everytipp I saw NAR on 
sornedne’s desk, or somebody reading 
it, I tended to get worked up. There were 
also a lot of spelling and grammatical 
mistakes, in short a bad article. Spread 
around thought, expression a‘nd 
information, not misinformation. 

Be lndiawhat she will, with all herfaults, 
she is my country still (with apoligies to 
Charles Churchilt). 

71 

.- . .  

1, 

Gautharh Nalamada 
B 

Ms. Burnes responds 

I would first like to say that had you 
carefully read the introductory paragraph 
to my interview, much of your letter, and 
in turn my response, could have been 
avoided. This is because in the intro I 
specifically stated that although the 
student being interviewed had lived in 
Ghana, she had lived in a traditionally 
Indian society. By this I mean that the 
culture she was exposed to was not that 
of a modern Indian society necessarily, 
as in large Indian cities today, but that 
simply the people she interacted with 
were all Indian, and apparently old 
fashioned, traditional Indians. Of course 
in such a situation the experiences are 
not going to be identical to those of a 
woman living in India-much like the 
experiences of a Native American Indian 
living on a reservation in the U. S. would 
no doubt be different from those of the 
same person in a truly Native American 
Indian society ( I  don’t mean to imply that 
the Ghanan Indian area was in any way 
similar to a reservation, but that they are 
both somewhat isolated societies.). I 
had hoped to make that clear in the intro, 
however if I did no? then that truly was 
my fault and I apologize. My intent was 
not to misrepresent India, but if you read 
the interview thinking that the student 
had grown up in India it might easily 
seem that that is exactly what I was 
doing. 

Now on to your other complaints, As for 
the North Avenue Reviewas “lack of 
judgement’llet me explain the policiesof 
our publication. We are a student 
magazine with no “editor” per say. All 
persons contributing to the NARare our 
editors. We meet and everyone reads 
everything that is being submitted. 
Anyone is free to edit any article, correct 
grammar, of add suggestions. In this 
editing process, my interview passed 
the inspection of several other staff 
writers as to content and grammar. 
Granted, we are not all English majors, 
but usually at least one of us will catch 

and express your outrage over “spe 

You also remark in your letter t 
feel my questions were biased. 
you can make such a judgement 
you should know how the interview 

interviewed, and in many ca 
conversations she mentioned 
feelings about the society she had 
from in comparison with her life 
When t he NAR decided to have an 
focusing onwomen’s and gende 
I thought that an interview 
woman might give some reade 

Tech students are aware of. I 
the interviewwithourpastconv 

questions were biased. Had I come 
with the idea for the interview with 
one in mind, I can see how the questi 
might be construed as biased. 

1 do feel that you, one who is so qu 
criticize being judgemental, are 
judgementalof the person I intervi 
How can you call this personl‘i 
and “ignorant“ based on her a 
a few questions? Considerin 
background is so obviously different 
your own I fail to see how you 

idea where she i 

assuming that they would be 
means, but simply pointing out t 
are not justified in judging her. 
also like to note that she mentions i 
interview that the situation forworn 

very different, and she does n 
to speak for them <(For an 

East Indian women). The vie 
any blatant mistakes. Let it also be hopes to present, I believe, is th 
knownthatyourown letterwascorrected women under much pa 
for grammar in many places. In the circumstances, and considering 
future if you have any doubts about our India is still by most standard 
journalistic abilities, I would suggest that developing or “Third World nation 
you come to one of our editing meetings group of peasant or lower class wo 

j i k  
- . . .- . 



part of the population. 
not form this belief completely 

blindly-she does have many relatives 
in India whom she has discussed this 

Of course I cannot know 
these views are truly 
of any Indian woman, but 

dlexperiences. ?f. 

1 hope that this in some way justifies to 
you and any other distraught readers 
any perceived faults with my interview. 
Again, if my opening paragraph was 
unclear I apologize, for it seems that the 
bulk of your complaints stem from not 
understanding that paragraph. The 
interview was not meant to generalize 
all Indian women or try to ignore the 
progress that many Indian women have 
made in the struggle for equality, but 

was merely one person's view of the 
situation. If I misrepresented it as 
anything otherwise, I sincerely apologize 
to anyone who was offended by it. In ' 

one final note I would like to say that in 
my opinion your views, as an Indian 
man, might be taken with a grain of salt, 
in the same sense that any outraged 
man criticizing beliefs sohewhat - -- 
contradictory to those of any male 
dominated society should be. , p b  
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The Golden Era 
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O n  Earth Day I bought a poster of the white men in blue suits) as being the 
" I ,  Earth from outer space, There are so'.  destroyers of the environment.. My 
' many different philosophies, religions, parents had those books, and I read ther 

it tainted my appreciation for 
Corporate America for 

and political parties on Earth 
that the only thing we 

have in common is life,,I think. For sor 
that we all live 
on the same 

. '  . of freon (cfc : 

. " Mother Nature, and love I 

one anot'her, and stop being so dust off of little strips of plastic'. 

end. I told my manager it shouldn't be': 
n the Sixties there were a lot of writers done that way but I don't think he passe 

: ,  
I .  greedy! with a little chemistry experiment on on 

. '  who vilified the big corporation (and it on: ~ ~ 
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1 A Few Radical Proposals for a 
Sustainable Society 

. 

’ 
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‘ 
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-1 
by Steve Donkin 

Itis hoped by many that Earth Day 1990 will 
stand out not only asasignificantpinnaclein 
the history of theenvironmental movement, 
but also as a point of departure along an 
entirely new path of thought and action for 
mankind as a whole. Civilization as we 
know it is teetering on the brink of disaster, 
due mainly to our careless mismanagement 
of the planet, and as more people come to 
realizethis, we will hopefully see more calls 
for a serious reassessment of where we are 

.and where we are 

I . 

~ 

’; 

I 
, 

I 

‘ 
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going. The 
decisions that 

. h u  rn a n s , 
particularly we in I 

Lhe U.S., make - or 
do not make - in the 
next twenty years 
will quite literally 
decide the fate of 
be entire world for 
many generationsto 
come. Never before 
has a moment like 
lhis existed. 

Some seemingly 
radical ideas about 
how humans need 
10 change the way 
weliveare currently 
being discussed by 
mrne of the more 
visionary among us. 
A society based on 

broad issues that I think are of particular 
importance forasustainablesociety, namely 
economics, attitudes towards other animals, 
and population growth. 

Economics - Right now Congress is 
wrestling over various amendments to clean 
air legislation which could have important 
effects on the health of air, people, and 
industry in this country. Some argue that our 
current levels of air pollution a e  the cause 
of Serious healthproblems,suchain~~ing 
numbers of childhood asthmacases, and so 

economy, or clean air with a poor economy; 

Essentially all arguments between 
environmentalists andindustyare presented 
as this kind of choice. Such ano-win situation 
is no basis for a sustainable society, and it 
must be remembered that the effects of 
industry on the environment have been the 
subject of serious public policy debate for 
only the last few decades. Are we to expect 
this sort of perennial wrangling between the 
people and industry. which results in 
legislation so seriously compromised as to 

be essentially 

, , ”  v / /- .- * ?  . :  >- 

life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness is no longer enough. 
We now must start thinking about how to 
make that kind of society,sustainable for 
future generations. In the spirit of this new 
mode of thought, I would like to put forth a 
few radical proposals of my own, some less 
original than others, concerning some very 

strict controls on industry must be 
implemented. Others counter that such 
controls will be expensive, and the result 
will be massive unemployment as industry 
cuts back on jobs to save money lost to 
pollution abatement. We are thus given a 
choice between dirty air with a healthy 

useless, to stillbea 
matter of course 
onem two hundred 
years ftom now? Is 
it impossible to . 
have clean air and 
a healthy 
economy? , 

Thesesort of futile 
choices are to be 
expected in , an 
economic system 
such as ours which 
is so antagonistic 
to the 
environment. As 
long as capitalism 
has ignored 
environmental 
destruction as a 
cost of produc tion, 
it has been a 
w o n d e r f u l l y  
successful basis 

for our incredible progress. The U,S. owes 
much of its current status as the wealthiest 
nation in history to its system of capitalism, 
which has allowed business to plunder 
resources from the earth, as well as its own 
human resources, without paying for any of 
the destruction. Now that bill is finally 



coming due, and the entire capitalist system 
is in a quandary trying to figure out how to 
pay it - or, more precisely, how to continue 
to avoid paying it. Whether it be the free- 
market capitalism of the West or the state- 
controlled capitalism,of the Eastern Bloc, 
the problem is the same. 

One could argue that capitalism need not be 
totally scrapped if only it can be overhauled 
so as toinclude environmentalconsiderations 
as a cost of production, Thus, destroying a 
forest or polluting a river could be given an 
actual dollat amount and subtracted from 
profits just as wages or capital investment 
would be. However, naturedoes not work in 
dollars and cents, and assessing the 
importanceofaforest isbest left toecologists 
rather than accountants. The clearcutting of 
old-growth forests in the Pacific Northwest, 
for instance, makes perfect sense in a 
capitalist economy, where the worth of the , 
trees is reduced to a dollar value and nothing 
else. Only now, after it is too late, are people 
realizing that there are other costs involved 
which do not enter into a financial 
spreadsheet, such as the increased soil 
erosion which is resulting in threatened 
salmon populations in the rivers (the silt 
buries the eggs and prevents hatching) and 
destroyed homes of people living in the 
valleys (less rainfall is retained in the 
mountains, causing lowland flooding, as 
happened this past fall). 

A sustainable ecoiomy would not be based 
on capitalism, which labels as worthy only 
those endeavors which yeate a profit, but 
rather on a democratic, worker-controlled 
socialism, in which the people make the 
decisions about how business is run, and 
management is all but eliminated. T i s  is 
not just an archaic form of pre-industrial 
Marxism; Marx, after all, was-certainly no 
environmentalist, and in fact beiieved the 
key to success was to come through building 
more machines and more smokestacks. This 
weknow is not the answer. But one fact that 
Marx had right was that a just, and truly 
productive, society cannot be had until 
employees control their industries, setting 
wages, work hours, and benefits, and 
participating in decisions concerning 

I 

investment, plant location, and design of 
technology. I would take this argument 
further and include environmental policy. 
Management level wodd thus be removed 
and no longer able to force workers into 
believing that they can have their jobs or a 
clean environment, but not both. 

Of course, for all this to work, the entire 
context must change. An economy in which 
the success or failure of a business is 
dependent on how well it serves society, 
rather than how much profit it accumulates, 
would also require heavy government 
subsidization. This practice has been 
implemented for various ends with some 
success by European socialists for years, 
often with considerable returns on the 
investment. Subsidization using taxpayer 
money OCCUTS regularly in theU.S. also, but 
usually on the side of corporations and the 
wealthy, and usually at theservice of short- 
term goals. Amore progressive policy might 
be to transfer the subsidies that the military 
now receives into alternative energy 
development, which would serve the long- 
term goals of demilitarization and energy 
self-sufficiency, as well 8s improve the 
environment by reducing two major sources 
of toxic waste - weapons production and 
fossil fuel combustion. 

Attitudes Towards Other Animals - 
“Animal rights” is an emotionally-charged 
term which I avoid using for two reasons. 
First, it is broadly defined and is often used 
to encompass some extreme and 
unreasonable positions with which I disagree 
(such as a total ban on laboratory use of 
animals). Second, it carries with it quasi- 
religious overtones (animals have “God- 
given” rights) which1 thinkareinappropriate 
in discussions of public policy. I prefer to 
take an atheistic stance, on this as well as 
otherissues, because it squares well with my 
own personal beliefs, and it is the only 
stance which does not require one to take 
anything on faith alone, i.e. all arguments 
are based in the real world, here-and-now. I 
wouldalsoLiketodispelthemyththatatheisrn 
is a: philosophy with no sense of morality. It 
is rather a philosophy which does not 
acknowledge the existence of a moral code 

decreed from a supernatural 
create our own morality, simply 
are intelligent humans and thus 
recognizing what is right and wrong. 

From this point of view, 
including people, do not have any 
nghts.However, the fact thatthey 
beings capable of being harmed 
moral person to refrain from h 
whenever possible. This argumen 
also to our treatment of other hu 
note that it does not invoke human 
claim to a higher level of respect ju 
they are humans. Respect is given 
all living beings, human and non 

wrong for several reason 
animals are seen merely as 
exploited for their dollar v 
natural resources are, as exp 
second, even more illogic 
selective compassion for s 
simultaneous disregard 
instance, when the family 
yet no tears are shed for 
and loyal cows, pigs, an 
served as food for that 
of animals as sources o 

(plant eaters), is most certainly o 
(mostly plants, some 
notion is thagrowi 
destruction of fores 
beef cattle, such as is happening no 
Amazon. This is a terribly ineffici 
limited land resources, considerin 
population is growing, theamount 
land is decreasing 
production is decreasing as well, G 
is converted to meat rather than fed 
topeopleloses75 to90percentofits 

light of all this, the great Americ 

rest of the world. 

A sustainable society will be ba 
recognition of the roles which all 
including humans, play in the 
ecosystem. Causing the permanent ex 
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of a species (which we do to the tune of 
perhaps hundreds per year), simply because 
theqare in our way and we don’t understand 
their importancein the world, will beseen as 
nothing less than criminal. Likewise, meat 
will become a smaller and smaller portion 
of the human diet, resulting in healthier 
people and a healthier planet. 

Population Growth - In the 1960s, when 
people were finally waking up to the fact 
hat our population growth was getting out 
of hand, the coincident introduction of the 
fist birth control pill was hailed as the 
answer to this 
impending crisis. 
However, no one 
counted on the 
tremendous power 
hat would soon be 
wielded by the 
radical Right land 
C h r i s t i a n  
fundamentalists in 
quickly squelching 
all hope fora simple 
soh tion to 
overpopulation. 
Religious groups, 
more than anyone 
else, must take the 
blame for slowing 
down, and in some 
casesreversing, any 
mall gains made in 
this area. Despite 
he fact that we have 

decisions concerning serious public policy. 

Enormous, and possibly irreparable, 
damage has been done by supposedly well- 
intentioned activists who decry the 1.5 
million unborn fetuses aborted each year in 
theU.S., yetvoiceno suchconcernoverthe 
12 million children under the age of five 
who die each jlear throughout the world 
from malnutrition. Those who believe that 
family planning in this country has nothing 
to do with the population crisis in less 
developed countries need only to consider 
that the U.S. has 5 percent of the world’s 

to slow global population growth by making 
theilatest proven methods of birth control 
available to all, regardless of nationality or 
social standing. Sex education should be as 
much a part of all school curriculums as ~ 

arithmetic. Contraceptives will be free and 
available to everyone, paid for by the 
government, because society will realize that 
it is much cheaper to buy condoms for people 
than toprovide publicassistance for unplanned 
children. These measures alone will greatly 
reduce the number of abortions necessary, 
but this service too will be retained and 
provided free to those whoneedit. Hopefully, 

then, the world’s 
population will nc; 
increase much 
beyond its already 
high level of 5.2 
billion, and nations 
can begin to address 
the problem of 
seeing that ’ the 
majority of those 
people change from 
d e s p e r a t e  
subsistence to 
fruitful existence. . 

Implementation of 
these proposals will, 

I of course, not lead to 
a perfect world. The 
world will never be 
perfect. However, 
there is a chance that 
changes such as 
these, when added to addedover a billion ,: 

more people since that initial alarm was population, yet uses over 30 percent of its orhersnotmentioned here, will atleastleadto 
sounded in the sixties, reli ious activists natural resources. A child born in the U.S. a world that will last long enough for our 
have succeeded in cutting oh if amily planning will thus be a far greater burden on the children and grandchildren to enjoy. We alive 
services to m&y ‘developing countries, stretched resource pool of the earth than today have the dubious distinction of being 
reviving the medieval notion that abortion is will a Third World child. Obviously, much the fmt generation in history capable ofrapidly 
acrirninal act, and preventing the marketink of this also has to do with the great disparity wiping out all higher forms of life on earth, if 
inmany countries, including the U.S., of the in the distribution of resources between we so choose. Even without having made a 
newly developed RU486 pill, probably the 
&est and most effective rnethod’oF birth 
control yet developed. Clearly, asustainable 
society cannot be based on our current rate 

growth, which now has a 
of anly 38 years: I reiterate 
that religion, and especially 

must beexcluded from 

wealthy and poor nations, and thus, as conscious decision, that is in fact what we are 
stated earlier, a new economic system is in currently doing. Though we may disagree on 
order as well. But the fact remains that no howtosolvetheworld’sproblems,itiscertain 
gains made in other areas will have any that changes of some kind must be made, 
lasting impact if we don’t get our global Whatever changes we must make to achieve 
population growth under‘control, a sustainable society, they will have to be 

radical, and they will have to be fast. 
, 

Asustainablesociety will seekimmediately i 
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Gunman kills one, wounds four at Perimeter Mall 
I d 
1 

I You are probably sick of hearing about it by now. The dramatically detailed 
news coverage may have made you sick. The fact that a man would walk into 
a mall and open fire on a crowd may have made you even sicker, But the truth 1 

still remains that it happened. And maybe you will forget about it pretty soon. ‘ 
But the part that still makes me sick is that a man can walk into a pawn shop and 
buy a gun. No questions, just one form. One form that requires a person to state 
that he or she is not mentally ill. That’s all. No waiting period. No checking 
to see if that person may be lying. And he can walk out with a gun. A gun that 
he bought with a drivers license in a false name. With a form that he signed 

i . ?  
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I swearinghe a 

i s n ’ t ;  
men ta l ly  i 
ill. And 
thenhecan ! 

“allegedly” 1 
shoot five 
p e o p l e ,  
And now 
M i c h a e l  + 

Musick is 1 

i 

And we can read the details in the paper. We can see the color illustration of 
events as diagrammed on the front page. We can read about the Soviet- 
Georgians who witnessed the shooting. We can read the interviews with the 
spectators. We can read about the killer. We can read about the victims. We can 
get a whole bunch of useless and trivial information that the news hounds dig 
.up. But we can’t do anything. Because the government will not pass laws on 
gun control. Because “eight of ten members [in the Georgia House and Senate] 
own’a gun and 40 percent own at least four firearms.”” And none of them will 
get Michael Musick’s vote next election. F- 

v: 

‘ I 

I 

. .  
*Cummings, Jeanne. The Atlanta Journal. “Hours Out of Hospital, Shooting 
Suspect Got Gun.’’ Apr 25,1990. A9. 



by John Schendel I 

must influence more people Another approach toward 
achieving greater protection €or 

Sacred is an adjective used to describe 
something regarded with reverence, 
particularly in relation to it being devoted to 
Some religious or spiritual purpose. Our 
relationship to the earth has a spiritizal sense 
apart from yet related to that which concerns 
what we take from it for our survival and the ’ 
things we give back to it in fulfillment of our 
part in natural cycles. Many of us 
regard the earth with a spiritual 
reverence and consider the earth 
asasacredplace.Butistheearth’s 

we 

. 

invention of the word “sacred?” I 
think not. The earth’s sacred nature 
embodies not only human 
spirituality but also perhaps a 
spirituality that involves the union of all 
;hings living and non-living, tangible and 
zthereal, which inhabit the landscape. 

I 

’* 

[celebrate my spiritual bond with the earth 
hy choosing some spot in a natural area and 
doing something thatreinforcesmy knowing 
ofthe connections I share with the land and 
of the responsibilities inherent in this 
relationship. This“doing something”can be 
kenedtoasortofinformalritual,adeliberate 
and focused reaffirmation of the sacredness 
of the land. By doing this I make a personal 
perhaps unspoken) cpntract tobehave within 
that place with regard and respect. 

Thewordsacredalsoimpliep security against 
violation or infrin4ement as by reverence or 
m e  of right (Random House Dictionary). 
Since the earth bas and is continuing to 
suffer violations of its sacredness by huyan 
hands, it appears as something has been 
ind is often lost within humanity’s hate 
$ritual sense of the earth as sakdand our 
lractical application of that sense in daily 
e, Nevertheless, as a measure of how far 

ve have come, in a positive sense, toward 
Tiding our actions so that they more 

accurately reflect our regard for the land and 
our desire to live harmoniously within it, 
take the establishment of the National Park 
System and of city parks, state parks, and 
wildlife refuges. These designations for 
certainnaturalareasrepresent contractsmade 
between the people of the city, state, region, 
or nationand theprotectedareasthemselves. 
It is often stipulated in such contracts that 
the area is to be used only for specific, well 

harm. H0wcantheseunofficialnatur;llareas ~ 

receive some measure of real protection? 
Obviously one way is to work KI make such 
areas officially designated as deserving of 
protection. While this is aviable and practical 
alternative, sole consideration of this route 
at the expense of many others limits the 
potential that exists within human approach, 
and does an injustice to our spiritual 
connection with nature which lies at the root 

of all efforts to protect nature. 

kinship with the earth.. 

defined purposes and is to be protected from 
misuse and harm. Probably without 
exception the motivation for setting up such 
contracts involves-in part-those less 
tangible feelings that represent humanity’s 
spiritual connection to the earth, As such, 
these contracts represent official 
ritudizations of our acknowledgement of 
certain places as sacred and therefore 
deserving of our special regard. They are 
official in the sense that the entity acting on 
behalf of humanity in setting up these 
officially sacred areas is oftentimes a 
government or institution that possesses 
some power of enforcement of these 
contracts. While the success in keeping these 
areas unviolated and free of harm relies 
heavily upon the the reaffirmation of each 
visitor’s d e s k  to protect them and to act 
diligently within the dictates of the contract, 
officially sanctioned sacred areas such as 
state apd national parks do enjoy a measure 
of protection above and beyond that 
achievable through the conscientiousness 
of the individual in the public at large. This 
puts these areas at an advantage over 
“unofficial“ natural areas in terms of 
enforceable protection from misuse and 

individuals to more 
conscientiousIy perform ritual 
celebrations of their spiritual 
connection to the earth. Carried 

out in places important to eachperson, these 
rituals would serve to reaffirm their 
commitment to protect each place as 
something sacred. The simple, eloquent 
celebration of a single person multiplied 
over the combined efforts of many like- 
minded individuals acting on behalf of one 
particular natural area can then begin to 
approach the kind ofprotection enjoyed by 
officially sanctioned places. It should be 
recognized that ritual reaffirmations of the 
sacrednessofnaturalplaces by humanshave 
probably been taking place as long as humans 
have been inhabiting the earth. Formal ritual 
ceremonies havebeen and still are performed 
among many aboriginal cultures as well as 
among religious groups and environmentally 
related organizations, Less formal though 
more common rituals might include those 
carried out by solitary individuals or small 
groups of people, the essence of which could 
be found in the simple act of visiting a 
nearby park or natural area. 

So, what is the difference between the 
carrying out of ritual reaffirmations and 
spiritual celebrations that have gone on 
among humans all along (without any 

1 



apparent need for planning or promotion) and the kind 
proposed here. First, by the present plan, everyone would 
at some rime be consciously recognizing the significance 
of their activity in nature as a celebration of their 
spirituality with nature. This could be as simple as 
merely giving momentary thought to one’s motivations 
for and feelings about visiting a certain natural place. By 
doing so, each of us  wouldreinforce what may already be 

-a strong commitment to protect nature nurtured during 
experiencesofalesscognizant level of awareness. Second, 
the pfan is intended to be a mass effort. Spread by word 
of mouth, the unity among individuals such an effort 
fosters would serve to stlengthen both individual resolve 
and the cause as a whole. 

So, the trick is, how do we get people to participate in 
such a scheme? The answer is two part. First, we must 
influence more people torecognize their spiritual kinship 
with the earth, and to become motivated to act upon that 
recognition. The most direct way to accomplish this is to 
get more folks to go out into the natural areas and 
experience these places. Only nature itself can provide 
the experiences, the personal passages through to 
becoming motivated to act on one’s spiritual feelings. 
Second, the phrases used in this text,such as “performing 
rituals for celebrating humanity’s spiritual bond to the 
earth or for reaffirming the sacredness of the earth,” must 
be generalized such that everybody’s belief systems are 
compatible with this efforttoprotectnature. Noparticular 
theological perspective should be espoused as dominant 
or necessary. Rather, these phrases and the seemingly 
loaded terms within them are being used here in their 
most general sense. It is not but for the individual to 
determine the meaning and substance of one’s spirituality. 
This generalization in meaning for these phrases and 
terms must be made known for this plan to work. 

So, by mobilihg people en masse to carry out their 
many and various ritual reaffirmations of the sacredness 
of their beloved nkural places, an unofficial but 
nevertheless real contract for the protection of unofficial 
natural areas can be achieved. This can be done without 
the organizational and monetary impediments to getting 
these areas placed under more official governmental or 
institutional prbrection. All that this program requires is 
for people to get the message, go out and experience 
nature, and to pass &e word on. Furthermore, this plan is 
not designed to be exclusive of altemate approaches. It 
can be easily integrated into other programs, of greater or 
lesser officialism, that serve to achieve the same thing: 
protection of nature. The plan proposed here in no way 
takes away from thesealready successful, similar human 
efforts toward the protection of nature. It only Serves to 
strengthen these efforts through the making of more 
people aware of their active spiritual kinship with the 
earth and their unity in this awareness. P 
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A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CCTHE 

Tobias 

KING ALFRED PLAN” 
For Real! ! ! 

Have you read the “King Alfred Plan?” Read it. It will tell you wh 
majority (Whites) intended to do with the minority (Blacks) during the 
Rights Movement (1964). It will tell you how there have been “dossiers’ 
on African American organizations since their kception. It will tell 
these dossiers included information about the African American 1 
those organizations and that the information was used to keep the 
American leaders “in- check.”It will also tell you how the government 
on handling an African American uprising: it would have ken 
similarly to the way the Jewish people were handled during WWII. 
think the government is incapable of such a cruel act? Look at the way 
Americans were handled by the United States during the time of the J 
threat during WWII, and you will be able to understand that the 
happen to African Americans.The Emergency Detention Act has n 
abolished. In fact the same has been planned for African America 
of a “sudden threat.” Resident Bush has declared a War on Drugs in 
States, but, in reality, he has declared a War on Black peopl 
of color. W h o  does theunited States generally associate with 
something that have infiltratedand penetrated the American S 
sources. Black people and people of color perpetuate their 
are often seen in the media arrested and/or jailed for deali 
murderin’, and it’s always related to drugs. Black people ruin the corn 
the schools and, in general, American society with ‘g 
and behavior, all because of drugs. Black people are the 
epidemic and American society can’t do anything to stop it. The 
must be declared on drugs, Black people. When all else fails, go 
not the general view of American Society? Let’s be truthful. 

The document by the title of the “ The King Alfred Plan ” does 
exist. King Alfred is a name associated with the plan for reasons, 
unknown tome. However, h o w  aplan such as “TheKing Alfr 
today. It is common Sense to know that the government sec 
would develop a systematic plan for the cchtainment of a group 
case of an insurrection. That is the very purpose of the Emerge 
Ac t  During the time of the Civil Rights Movement there 
nonviolentprotestthrttcould haveescalated intoviolent protest. The 
felt it necessary to contain Asian Americans during WI 
possibility of an Asian insurrection. I believe the same has b 
case. “The King Alfred Plan” is real, whether it is called the 
proposal for the demobilization and jailing of the Black race,”l 
Alfred Plan,” A Conspiracy to Destroy Black Boys, How 
Underdeveloped Africa, The White Problem I n  America or The Mis 
of rh Negro it is, by any title, the intentional destruction and annih 
the Black race. Its topic, motives and processes must be discussed, 
and evaluated if people are to understand the seriousness of the ra 
we face in this world. As W E B .  DuBois has once stated. “ Thepr 
21st century will be that of the color line.” 

Let’s see, from clear facts, how the United States operates today 
B plan on how to handle ‘A Black Problem.’ Are we all fami 
‘Virginia Beach Incident?’ Greekfest ‘89, Labor Day weekend A 
of young African American college students gathered for the celeb 
Labor Day. This gathering had become a tradition and was very sim 



naditional Spring Break Fort Lauderdale Vacation taken by many 
Whitecollege students. Looting brokeout, violenceand destruction, 
possibly drunkenness (although the purchase of alcohol was banned 
for the weekend) and other disorderly conduct also took place. 
However the same thing has repeatedly happened in Fort Lauderdale, 
particularly in 1985. One student, who attended Greekfest during 
Labor Day weekend was in Lauderdale during that time in 1985 
when she saw many drunk WitG college students, disorderly, 
m l y ,  urinating in the streets, loud, obnoxious and violent. 
“However the National Guard was not called out to aid city police 
mcrowdcontrol, as was thecasein VirginiaBeach.”21n many, ifnot 
most, if not all, of the cases the violence displayed was displayed by 
Ute local residents of the area. And the violence that was displayed 
by the college students was, more times than not, a result of police 
harassment; harassment of Black young people having a good time 
M a way not much more different in degree than White young 
jmple.Thisplain fact isevident forthesimple reason that the police 
and federal government view young Black people, old Black 
People, poor, rich- Black people in general as one-in-the same 
people- person. “ When that Emergency (the racial war due to 
unrest) comes, we must expect the total involvement of all 22 
million (the Black population at that time) members of the Minority 
men, women andchildren.”’The federal government has aplanand 
Believes it knows how to contain and eliminate us, Black people. 
lhis is only one example of how plans, such as the “King Alfred 
Plan” exist today. There are many more examples. 

l h i s  document, “ The King Alfred Plan,” will, also, telf how the 
government plans to, has and will continue to handle Blacks in the 
military. Many Blacks are stationed overseas in what is considered 
hostile territories or areas of necessary security such as Germany, 
Korea, Vietnam and the Mediterranean regions. These Blacks will 
beeasily eliminated if a war or brief battle were to break out. “Since 
tbe Korean War, this Department (of the federal government) has 
shifted Minority members of the Armed Forces to areas where 
combat is most likely to occur, with the aim of eliminating, through 
combat, as many combat- trained minority(B1ack) servicemen as 
possible ... Today the ratio of minority (Black) member combat 
deaths in Vietnam ... is twice as high as the minority (Black) 
population in America.’“ Blacks represent roughly 15% of the 
population in the United States and 41% of the deaths in Vietnam. 
TPaay Blacks comprise 33% of the A m y  and only 74 of the 
officers, in all of the services. As you can see the task has been and 
isbeing accomplished. 

pe primary reason the “ King Alfred Plan ‘I was established was 
@d is: Black people are cppidered a threat to America because, as 
Italed in the document, “ we are a formidable enemy, bound to this 
‘ h t i n e n t  by heritage, weknow politicalasylum will notbeavailable 
~anyother~ountry.”~REALLY NOW; ANY OTHER COUNTRY 
WILL ACCEPT E BLACK MAN. THE MAJORITY OF THE 
bORLD’S POPULATIONCONSISTS FPEOPLK OFCOLOR. 

FACT, PEOPLE OF COLOR RKPRE ! ENT NEARLY 80% OF k WORLD’S POPULATION!!! It may be true that the Black 
man, the Black race, may be 8 Tormidable enemy’, but let’s 
)n&rstand why that may be true. We have realized the ‘Bullshit’ 
<hencans are dealing with, and it’s a simple fact that we, Black 
bple, are a misrepresented people denied our basic human rights 
granted to us as people. We are denied these rights by ourselves as 
iresult of a racist system that oppresses people of color. Black 

le, according to this document, are still not satisfied ” despite 
laws passed to alleviate the condition of the Minority.” Black 
leare not satisfied because these laws have been made, first of 

ite people for Black people, second of all, these laws do 
eour best interests at heart and, thirdof all, Blackpeople and 
of color, who suffer from oppression, are the only people 

who must have laws passed and enacted to grant us OUT basic 
HUMAN RIGHTS!!! Another man can’t live this Man’s smuggle. 
Blackpeopledon’twant theintegration which represents ‘comparable 
to’ or ‘equal to’ the White man’s economic, political and social 
status (assimilation), because the mentality is still the same. And, if 
the mentality, the value base of this nation, is the same, then the 
condition for Black people will remain unchanged. Johari Amini, 
a Black intellectual and historian, states, “Changing an imperialist 
exploitative peoples economic system from capitalism to socialism 
or communism will only retard or transform their imperial 
exploitative behavior (as is the case in Communist Russia); if the 
values of a society dictate that the people believe in competition, 
exploitation of others and imperialism, those people will continue 
behaving in those ways, regardless of their economic system, until 
their society’s value base itself is changed.”6 A value base is the 
foundation of every society. The value base of this society concerning 
Black people is: Black people are believed to be inferior. Black 
people are seen as backwards, lazy, degenerate and ugly. Black 
people are regarded by the American Society as unable to make the 
decisions that decide the fate of this naiion, that decide the policy 
and future direction for this nation. We don’t have the intellectual 
capacity to make such decisions. Bullshit!! ! Some people are racist 
and don’t realize, through their inferior perspective, that Black 
people are human and are the source, the beginning of man. Some 
people, most peopledon’t realize that we, Black people, established 
the beginnings of civilization and culture, and, if we did not have the 
intellectualcapacity tomake such ‘weighty’ decisions,then humanity. 
would not exist today. Some people - most people - all people must 
leam THE REAL STORY. 

“The King Alfred Plan“ is a systematic plan established to contain 
and possibly eliminate Black people in the case of a violent uprisal. 
This plan was designedbecause thegovernment, made up mostly of 
White people, does not know how to understand our problems and 
simply believes that we are a violent peoples who will attempt to 
overthrow the federal government at any moment. This mentality 
has always existed in the White man’s mind who feels ‘guilty, 
ashamed, afraid and insecure of and about himself, This is the type 
of mentality that breeds racism. White people do not know nor 
understand Black people. But, most importantly, we don’t understand 
ourselves, and this we must do before we expect any documents 
such as the “King Alfred Plan” to be destroyed. Because, as I said 
before, as long as the mentality is the same the condition for Black 
peoplewillremain unchanged. We, Black people must find out what 
it is we need before someone else tries to tell us once more, which 
may cause a real uprisal, btxauseN0 ONE should be nor likes to be 
CONTROLLED and/or DOMINATED by another (Perennial 
Treatment andhnsubstantiation). “Our struggleleads to remaking 
America. And to remake this country is to save ourselves, to save 
African American men, African American women, and African 
American families- by aU means we have,” (unknown). 
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An Article by a Female Eastern Indian Student 

by Jyoti Kollhe 

As a female East Indian student born in America, I was jolted into 
reaction by some of the thoughts expressed by a fellow East Indian 
student in an interview conducted in the last issue of the North 
Avenue Review. It is one thing for someone to express his or her 
opinion on a situation but it is very misleading for one to speak with 
such authority and present opinions as fact as was done by this 
student. The interview dealt with the role of women in Indian 
society and compared Indian women to American women. The 
opinions expressed were extremely one sided and at time s facts 
weremisquoted. Therefore,Iwould like to inform thereaderson the 
role of women in India from a different yet factual angle. 

First, to really understand India, some history must be presented. 
From 1858 to 1947 India was a colony of Great Britain. She was 
governed by a Viceroy under a Cabinet Minister responsible to the 
British Parliament. In 1883 the Indian National Congress was 
founded and it began the struggle for independence. In 1893 
Mahatma Gandhi left India to go to South Africa to fight for the fair 
treatment of Indians in that country. He returned to India in 1914 
and joined in the struggle for independence. Under his non-violent 
non-cooperation movement, India gained independence from British 
rule on August 15,1947. India has since been an independent, self 
governing democracy for less than 50 years. 

. 

The main religion in India is Hinduism, which is more aphilosophy 
on how to live life than areligion. Hinduism differsagreat deal from 
the Judeo-Christian religions, There are no central leaders and no 
churches. There are many gods and goddesses representing all 
aspects of life. The male and female deities are viewed as equals. 

Hindu women have always had much respect but through the 
centuries the respect was shown by over-protection and they became 
deprivedof all civic rights’. h e  reason behind this was that in theory 
a woman was alwdys some male relative’s ward. Until she married 
she was the responsibility of her father: with marriage she became 
the responsibility bf her husband, and after his death the responsibility 
of his family. 1 

Keeping this in mind, it is out of4ne to compare Indian women to 
American women or to any other western, Judeo-Christian society. 
To see the progress and role of women in India, you have to look at 
what they’ve done and how far they have come in India, and 
especially over the last 50 years. 

After India’s independence laws were past for the emancipation of 
women, This was largely due to the influence of Gandhi. He 
understood that for a people to succeed, the women must be brought 
to equal standing with men, Gandhi wrote,“I am uncompromising 
in the matter of woman’s rights. In my opinion she should harbour 
under no legal disability not suffered by man. I should treat the, 

daughters and the sons on a footing of perfect equality.” 
a special point to get women involved in politics and jo’ ’ 

for independence. The new Hindu Code 
equality with men. Monogamy was enfo 
becamepermitted, thedowry system was ma 
inherited an equal share with their brothers. Unfortunately laws 
not always followed. The dowry system is still sometimes used 
among the middle and upper classes and among the educated i 
widely looked down upon. 

c 

you are robbing the middle and upper class women 
outstanding progress. 

Education, through high school, is free and aImost all mid 
upper class males and females attend school. Most of these 
go to college and among them a large percent get graduate de@ 
Fifty years ago women did not go to college. Today thereare wh 
engineers, lawyers, physicists, and mathematicians; also d 
30% of all medical degrees go to women. When comparedtd 
50 years ago, this is quite impressive. 

In 1965, less than 20 years after gaining independence, there1 
women ministers, vice-chancellors of universities, stateGovem 
and even one Chie.Wnister of a state. The frst female Ambassl 
to the United Nations, Sarogini Naidu, was from India. 4 
course, Indira Gandhi, former prime minister of the country: 
female. 

It was also mted in the interview that there is no legal su 
women am5 laws protecting women are 



group of women cart-pullers in the cloth market city of Ahmedabad 
Cityformed the Self-Employed Women's Association (SEWA), to 
address political injustices faced by working women in the form of 
employee harassment, poIice brutality, and discrimination. They 
created a bank and thus their own means to economic security and 
hired lawyers to bring their grievances to court. Today SEWA has 
a membership of over 22,000. 

Among the poorer class, which consists mostly of rural area farmers 
and mill workers, neither the men nor the women are widely 
educated. Education is available - schools exist - but the people , 

must work instead in order to survive. Even among these people, 
however, women are making progress. A grass roots woman's 
organization, Annapurna Mahila, of poor, slum women who prepare 

food for workers in the mills, have joined together and created a 
mdit group. This group guarantees the loans of the individual 
women in the orgarifzation, thus allowing money to come into the 
)oorcommunities and in the hands of women. More than anything 
this group has given these yomen a sense of pride and unity. They 
have begun to gain respect in their community and thus the respect 
afthe men and more importantly the respect of other women. One 
member says that,before joining, her husband yelled at her when the 
buse was not clean or the food not prepared well. Since joining and 'wig respect from,the community, sh'e now has respect from her 
husband. Also, outside organizations such as Oxfam help in the 
kral areas by promotingpojects which specifically help women. 

FJvomen all over the world are constanfly struggIing for the respect 
'and privileges men are almost automatically given. The cultures 
'may differ andsome societies may grant womenmore equality than 
khbthers but I do not think there exists any society where women are 
h standing up for their rights and making progress. In different 

turesequality may even be defineddifferently , butthe underlying 
is the removal of oppressive laws and customs. In all 
no matter what the religion, customs, or traditions women 
inue the suuggle until equality is reached. India is no 

I 
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The Downfall of ' . I  

Humanity 
by Kevin Lee& I 

Everything will stop functioning at 
once. The way our society works, once 

one sector stops working 
(transportation, water supply, electricity, 
wood, metal, petroleum) the economy 
and the whole system are going to go 

blooey. No more hot dogs at the 
Vanity, they'll all be gone. . 

.. 
It reminds me of something I heard once 

about how someone set up a big ant 
colony somewhere in New York, and all 
the people walking by would look at it 

. and see all the things the ants were 
doing, and it went on for a week or so, 
until suddenly one day the whole thing 

died. 

It's hard to imagine our society 
declining gracefully, with everyone 

being selfish and wanting to drive sports 
j cars around (my favorite example of 
unnecessary consumption). Sports cars 
are what are Seen on television, and I 

don't see television turning around and 
helping society to decline gracefully. It 
will only be lone martyr-like rebellious 

individuals like myself who will see 
what is going on and wish they could be 

president, or God, or a large 
supercomputer, so they could get 

everyone to cooperate, slow down, and 
decide on a mutual solution. 

Speaking of a mutual solution, 
Worldwatch Institute (which lives in 

Washington D. C. and publishes 
forecasts about these kinds of things) 

I 

said we (the people of the worId) have . 

until 2040 to create a sustainable global 
economy, meaning we would use 

technologies that would allow the global 
economy to be sustained indefinitely. 
How are we going to do this? It will 
take cooperation from managers of 
companies, from engineers, from 

pofiijcians, and from citizens of all 
' countries. 

I -  
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Which Way to, Tolerance? by Dale Gillis 

It was a turbulent period when I went to college the first time. Some 
black students demanded to see the Universixy President, who simply 
ejectedthem from hisoffice. TheblacksmarchedagainstthePresident 
and circulated a petition calling for his resignation. This happened at 
theuniversity ofFlorida, in 197 1. Asa white student, I was sympathetic, 
although some said that the whole incident was staged. I went to their 
rally, modeledonablackchurch service, and marched on thePresident’s 
house. I signed the petition demanding the President’s mignation. 

It was not that hard to believe the claims of others that the University 
was treating them badly. Later, the black students withdrew from UF 
to protest its policies. The administration brought in black students 
from Jamaica and other places to supply the University with black 
students. 

Julian Bond once spokeat UF, as an officially sponsored speaker. Only 
two white students showed up to hear him, among a crowd of black 
students. Some of the black students demanded that the whites leave, 
preferring to be alone with one of their leaders. Intimidated, the white 
students left. Julian Bond was probably not aware of the incident. It 
should not surprise us that intolerance can cross all lines andknows no 
barriers. 

Although born in the South, I never thought of myself as a southerner 
until someone from Massachusetts told me chat all southerners are 
ignorant rednecks. Then I found that I was pegged. 

I am not aware of any basic shift in my views since I marched in 1971. 
Gradually I became aware that I can no longer make sense out of what 
black leaders are saying. Jesse Jackson objects to runoff elections, for 
instance. He prefers the possibility of a plurality winner, turning the 
election into a lottery. 

I 

The February &sue of North Avenue Review carried eight opinion 
pieces arguing that blacks are stili oppressed by racism. Not all 
minorities share Zed.Qloyd’s rejection of loyalty to America. Let me 
use the Jewish,Reform Temple on Peachtree Street as an example. The 
eternal flame above the ark hangs from 8 chain held by an eagle, part 
of a molding of the m s  of the United States, This molding in the 
ceiling is a reminder of religious f r p o m  in America, I was told. 

Blacks who we; hurt by segregated education will continue to suffer 
for a long time. Still, let IE~ deal with the question of whether fresh 
racial injuries are still taking place. Blacks are being killed in Atlanta 
almost every day, but not by racists. Blacks are killed in Atlanta, 
because there is too much violence, encouraged by easy access to 
weapons, 

Yancey Spruill says that the condition of blacks has not changed since 
slavery and that “white supremacy” lives on. This view seems to rest 
on a confusion between the racial majority and the political majority. 
A white person is a member of the racial majority, but may not agree 
with thepoliticalmajority. Poor whitemen find that having aPresident 
of the same race and sex does nothing special for them. 

d 

Blacks are mostly Democrats, and the DemocraticParty has h 
almost uninterrupted power in Congress since 1933. This see 
to put Blacks in the political majority. 

Moreover, the political influence of blacks and 
even over Republican administrations. Remem 
of James Watt, the infamous Secretary of the 
Environmentalists loathed Watt, and environ 
been trying to dislodge him from his 
Watt’s ouster came when members of Con 
resignation after a single comment about a 
black, two Jews and a‘kripple’’ on it. Watt’s political life 
eighteen days after his remark. 

Watt deserved togo, but the why and how raises q 
onecommentoutweightyearsofenvhnmentalmi 
Another twistis thatthecommentwashuthfu 
with the wrong spin. This may recall a s 
ping, a defector from the Chinese 
1960’s. A professor was placed in a con 
single comment in class. The professor 
wrong tone of voice. 

The removal of James Watt from the 
theouster ofEarl Butz, aRepublican 
1976. Butz was abrasive, entirely anti-consumer, 
quoted in the media. His political demi 
told about blacks leaked out, There are great rn 
about the need for the President to be independ 
Members of Congress demanded the removal 
notions of Presidential indewndence were set aside. Butz 
instantly axed,resigning on$ twodaysafter theNew York 
identified him as the Cabinet &ember who told the joke, 

In other contexts liberals have said that trying t 
only calls attention to them. Like James Wan, E 

doubts about our priorities. 

An incident in 1974, during the Ford adminstration, provl 
useful comparison. General Earle Wheeler, Chief 
Army, vented some views at a press conference. 
Jews have too much power and that there are too 
high places in the U.S. Wheeler’s views aside, for s 
Jews are said to wield a lot of political power. If so, 
General Wheeler shdws us no signsof it. Wheeler wa 
but no question of his removal ever arose. 

Far from being a powerless minority. the political 
blacks Seems to dwarf that of the legendary “Jewish lo 
power of. blacks over Republican adminstrati 
have never pretended to dupport, isparticulary s 
are dissatisfied with the Democrat politicians they 

see TOLERANCE, 



- Economic Injustice, Environmental Abuse 
by Stephen Danyo 

During this time of 
environmental concern, 
keep in mind that the 
middle and upper classes 
possess the economic 
luxury to consider and act 
upon environmental 
issues. The lower and 
under classes have no such 
luxury. Foremost in their 
minds is their day-to-day 
survival, consisting of 
inadequate housing, 
substandard or no health 
care, malnutrition, poor 
educational opportunities, 
inaccessible prenatal and 
well-baby care. and so on. 

For example, when the -y 
only employer in a 
particular community is an uncontrolled 
commercial waste dump, a parent who must 
feed his or her family has no choice but to 
work there. That parent does not have the 
economic freedom to avoid working at the 
dump, much less ta attempt politically 
forcing a source of work from the area. This 
is especially true for rural communities, 
wherethechanceforalterna’tibe employment 
is even less. 

Or what about the polluted Rio Grandq? 
Federal officials instruct Americans not to 
drink the water, yet Mexicans7,w_ho are 
much poorer than Arneric&Grely on fish 
caught from the river to survive. For them, 
he immediate concern of eating supercedes 
he long-term health consequences of 
msuming polluted fish, 

Although environmental problems affect 
bveryone regardless of economic position, 

the middle andupper classes should look out 
for their less 
fortunate brothers 
and sisters who lack 
the economic 
resources to look 
after themselves. 
But government for 
better or worse has 
the final 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
Abraham Lincoln 
wrote in 1854: “The 

. - . .. . 

One problem with my plea is that humans 
have, historically, rarely operated in any 
interest but their own. So we have no reason 
to believe that the middle and upper classes 
as a whale wiIl even identify the poor as 
their brothers and sisters, much less help 
them out. 

What is needed ’then, is basic economic 
equality via economic justice. By equality I 
mean equal access to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness; indeed, health care, 
education, housing, nutrition, and so on are 
componentsof this most American ideal. . 
The other important component is 
environmental health, 

UntiI those stranded in the bleak cycle of 
poverty are economically and politically 
empowered, they will have no control over 
the environmental issues that affect them. 
Granted, such empowerment will not 

legitimate object of 
government, is to do 
for a community of 
people, whatever 
they need to have 
done, but can not do, 
at all, or can not, so 
well do, for themselves-in their separate 
and individual capacities.” ’ 

guarantee environmental progress, but is 
our only hope. bf 

P 



Partr B A Technical Solution 

Toxic, wastes come in a variety of colors and textures. It is 
imppssible to say what one looks like. Sand or dirt with toxic metals 
in i$ such as lead or arsenic, perhaps from an arsenic containing 
pesticide, becomes a toxic waste. Acids, solvents and adhesives all 
become wastes as soon as they are no longerpure. A mixture of acid 
and rubber cement is an example of an industrial waste. These 
wastes are not necessarily more hazardous than pure chemicals or 
mixtures that you might buy. Wastes are more likely to be dumped 
and forgotten, because they are no longer useful. 

Fqr several years I was a laboratory worker who examined waste 
samples. The company I worked for sold waste solidification. The 
iqea behind solidification is to return wastes and toxic materials to 
the Solid state, like the minerals they came from. Tests prescribed 
by the EPA simulate the effect of groundwater on the solid. 
SolidifiFation may be the method of choice for many wastes, 
especially inorganics like contaminated sand or dirt. Incineration 
may be thebest method for solvents.‘Recycling companies will not 
take solvents unless they are 70% pure in something they can sell. 
Another fact that should promote solidification is that secure 
landfills do not accept liquids, only solids, because they are more 
manageable. 

The magnitude of the problem is appalling. At least two of the 
wastes I have examinedcome from companies with over a hundred 
million gallons of waste at a single site, Neither of these were 
treated. One of the greatest sources of liquids needing solidification 
ordriedsolidneeding further treatment istheelectroplatingindustry. 

The’public often &inks of anti-pollution work as something the 
government does, or something environmental groups advocate. 
Consider two ways ofge’tbg industry to do something. First, you 
,could have piles ohgovernment reports saying that it should be done. 
Second, you could have a private company ready to do it, looking 
for custcrmers. This may seem a simpte point, but it gets blurred 
over. Anti-pollution efforts do not simply cost money, nor do they 
simply cost jobs. Money spent on anti-pollution machinery creates 
work for the people pho produ$eit, so this money is not lost to the 
economy. 

i i  

.._ 
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So far, the response of industry to toxic treatment processes is sadly 
lacking. I have been laid off from laboratory work in the toxic waste 
field twice. 0nly.a handful of the wastes I examined were treated. 
Lax environmental enforcement during the Reagan administration 
is a major reason for this lack of interest. If the country wants to 
return to stong6r enforcement in the future, what then? Legitimate 
,companies in the field have gone bankrupt, investors have been 
burned,researdhers and employees havemovedon. I fear that it will 
take too long tb replace theopportunities that have been squandered. 

; I V I  t 

Part II: A Social Solution 

One reason for taxing pollution is that the government builds 
hospitals and subsidizes health care in a number of ways. 
pollution means more health care costs borne by the State. 
sense a pollution tax is simply an assessment for damage done 
possibility is that pollution assessments could go into a fu 
compensate people with pollution related diseases. 

Wetax cigarettes to punish smokers, mostly for hurting themse 
Surely it makes sense to tax emissions that are harmful to 
communities. Taxes inevitably discourage, hamper, or p 
something, so why not tax something that is bad? Governm 
communicates its demands and desires to the people largely th 
taxes, so why not use this method? Taxesconvey information 
public sector just as prices do in the private sector. 

We already bay too much in taxes, and tirere are too 
you may say. I agree. Still, the methods of tax 
improved. 

The interests of the public are not always identical with tho 
consumers of a particular product. Consumers may benefi 
neighbors of a plant get polluted air and water, and may 
the product. A pollution tax passes the cost on to the con 
opposed to the public, which is the right place for i t  
pollution lays a tax on something physical, that undeniabl 
and has consequences. In contrast, present law often rewar 
fictions or evasions, paying people to complicate the ac 
Issuing tax regulations for the various forms of pollution 
complex, but it would be a realistic complexity, not an 
complexity. 

Under this plan, a tax reduction for a company reducing poll 
levels would be automatic. A tax increase for incre 
levels would also be automatic. Taxing pollutant 
than granting tax deductions for expenditures on ank 
equipment because it rewards results, not a show of 
pollution tax does not licence pollution, as some plans 
recognizes that some pollution is inevitable, but seeks to 
it. This is better than establishing an acceptable level of poll 
A pollution tax fits with the “best available technology” ap 

Apollutiontaxdoes notruleoutotherremedies. Thestatemay 
an assessment on a plant for its contribution to health c 
Neighbors can still sue over their own particular heal 
The plant can also be prosecuted for particular vi 
environmental regulations. The use of taxes does 
advantages. Legal actions can be tied up in the courts 
those filed by prosecutors. Fining a company doe 
force them to clean up the mess. A company must 
to levy a fine, and guilt usually involves proof of ill intent, 



other hand, the State does not have to prove 
guiIt or ill intent to collect taxes. 

Likewise, if a fine is delayed for five years, 
theseare five y& lostto constructive action. 
But if a company fails to pay a pollution tax 
For five years, they would still owe tax for 
Everyone of those years, withinterest. With 
1 pollution tax, covering up pollution or 
lying about emission levels, would 
iutornatically be tax evasion. This could 
a i l y  make it a more serious crime in the 
:yesof the business community, which tends 
io view pollution laws as technical 
regulations, Pollution taxes would also give 
he government more incentive to pursue 
polluters. 

How would a pollution tax affect ‘‘lagoons” 
of liquid waste or piles of untreated solid 
waste? A tax could be levied on the amount 
of untreated, non-stabilized waste. The tax 
rate could be determined by the degree of 
hazard, and also by the physical form of the 
waste. Liquids and fine dust could be charged 
ahigherrate than blocksof dry solidbecause 
they m more difficult to control. 

Our future can be protected by taxes in other 
ways. A tax on the use of natural resources, 
as on mining, would encourage recycling 
and careful use of resources. Making 
productsthat lastlongerisonewayofmaking 
&sources go further. A tax on junking of 
Wucts could also be used to discourage 
planned obsolescence. If one brand of cars 
#r washing machipes winds up in the 
junkyard faster thawothers, a junk tax could 
be levied on the manufacturer. Junk is a 
k m o f  pollution, as ~ $ 1 4  as being ugly. A 
combhation resources tih and junk tax 
Bhould discourage planned obsolescence, 
benefit the consqmer, and reduce pollution. 

eresourcesmay cometobetaxedalmost 
y. Somestafesalready license wells 
ng up significant amounts of 

water. Heavy water u k  has depleted 
s in several parts of the country. In 
areas, salt water intrusion is one 

t. Scarcity of groundwater will mean 
lation, and a charge for using 
dwater is probably the best way. 

the taxes we have now could be 
traded for taxes on pollution, 

toxic wastes, and use of natural 
e?- 

by Torrance T. Stephens 

I am one of the many disrupted and unstable 
descendents of Africa living on, or should I 
say under, the foot of American society. I am 
one of those who doesn’t “ understand that 
affirmative action is unadulterated racism.” 
According to David Wilens in his article 
“Racism Revisited“ in issue 5 of the North 
AvenueReview, it was noted that theauthor 
did not even understand racism either. In 
addition, he failed to articulate an 
operationalized defimition for racism. In 
particular consideration to the fact that others 
have never been discriminated against in the 
manner in which people of African descent 
have. A most noble accomplishment indeed. 
The author probably doesn’t get stopped by 
the police when he drives a sports car and 
women probably don’t clutch their purses 
tighter when he walks by. 

For your iqformation, racism is a Western 
concept. It is a derivative of the European 
logic that produced Christianity, 
Imperialism, and colonialism. Bertrand 
Russell explained that the traditional 
illustration of such logic tends to advocate 
strict subject-predicate relationships. As a 
consequence, all events andactivities must 
bebrokendowntothispresupposedsubject- 
predicate, symmetrical relationship. Subject- 
predicate in this sense is nothing more than 
subject-object. 

Ayn Rand is by no means an authority on 
racism. KwameNkrumah in AFRICA MUST 
UNITE noted that racism grew out of the 
biles of slavery, This was documented by 
Dr. Eric Williams in his book CAPITALISM 
AND SLAVERY some 20 years before. It is 
important to understand that in order for one 
to be aracist, he/she must be in a position to 
oppress others. This oppression can be 
individual and/or collective. However, in 
this country it is usually manifested via 
systemic operations such as slavery, 
secondary citizenship, and taxation without 
representation. By 1500, slavery hadbecome 
a fixture irt the colonies. It was described by 
some historians as an “economic necessity” 
and considered “durante vita” (for life). 

It is a common tendency for proponents of 

Western orientations to attachno significant 
relevance to the effects of traditional 
practices. G. Stanley Hall, the founding 
father of the American Psychological 
Association via his Ecapitulation Theory, 
proposed that people of Afiican descent are 
in a state of incomplete development. This 
type of belief supported through cenhuies, 
has successfully paved the way for the same 
attitudes today. Does itnot strikeone peculiar 
at all to note that more than 70% of the 
prison population in states like Colorado are 
occupied by individuals of African descent, 
when simple mathematics state that less 
than 10% of the state’s population are of 
African descent? Even so-called research 
supports similar systemic aberrations. 
Heilburn,Fuster&Golden (1989)suggested 
that “blacks who kill whites are generally 
more dangerous than whites whokill whites”. 
What is thedifference? T h e y e v e n “ d f h ”  
that there is a large imbalance in the death 
penalty cases for individuals of African 
descent in reference to race of victim. In 
essence, chances of receiving the death 
penalty increaseif youanofAfricandescent 
and the victim is white. 

Yes, racism is a European concept. Even 
from a biblical perspective the story is the 
same. Ham was the father of Mesraim,Phut, 
Kush and Cankn. Isn’t it, however, ironic 
that Canaan was the only son cursed? Not 
considering the fact that he lived in the land 
that the Jews had coveted allof their history. 
Even more striking is the fact that Ham 
(Cham or Kam) comes from the Kemtic 
(Egyptian)KMTwhichreferredtothepeople 
of the land. In Hebrew, Ham means heat, 
black, or burned. Such a difference would 
only be made by individuals alien to the 
continent of Africa. 

History also records the Greeks as being the 
fathers of Science, Architecture, Art and 
civilization, when in fact the Egyptian 
(Nilotic/Sudani) peoples were the first io 
build in stone, the first scientist and the fust 
Artist. Orphus carried back to Greece the 
fable of Heaven and Hell. Melampodes took 
back the rites and rituals of Bacchus 
(Dionysus) and the story of “Saturn and the 



Titans”. Seneca even wrote that Eudoxus 
hadtogotoEgypttostudy Planetarymotion. 
Moreover,Miletus,Virgil, Ovid, Archtinus, 
Pythagoras, and Hertcdos all studied in 
Egypt. Butpresent text will not include such 
information in the curriculum. 

In response to Affirmative Action, there is 
only this question: Why is it so hard for 
young white Americans to sacrifice a little 
in reference to what they have gained via 
slavery and oppression ? The historical 

importance of slavery was that it paved the 
road of Americanracerelations. Termssuch 
as English, Free and Christian represented 
white. When ourancestors spokeout against 
injustice and learned to read and write 
(illegally), they were burned, lynched, 
castrated and their heads cut off and placed 
on poles. Hill (1978) in his work THE 
ILLUSION OF BLACK PROGRESS stated 
that many whites have the overwhelming 
acceptance of the auitude that there has been 
economic progress for people of African 

descent. As a resuIt, he further commen 
that they become more resistant towardraci 
equality. This analysis does not include tl 
fact for centuries we were not allowed 
read, go to school, or own property, 

Please talk about subjects that you ha\ 
experienced directly when you speak ( 

racism, and take yourazeotropicET/Walde 
philosophy on out of here, because it 

I simply inapplkable.. .WORD! ! ! 

RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE 
If you do not wish to keep this issue as a family heirloom, there is a 

newspaper recycling bin behind Caldwell dorm where you can 
dispose of this magazine. For those of you who are unfamiliar with 

McMillan. There are recycling barrels for aluminum cans, glass 
bottles, and other paper on the parking lot side of the Student Center. 

West campus, the bin is in the parking lot at the comer of 8th St. and 

TOLERANCE 
... continued from p. 18 

say so, but they arenotmbmbattledminority. 

Black Writers often express irritation with 
society, but initation isnotpersecution. Itis 
not always clear what could be done about 
thesefeelings. One says that more attkntion 
should be paid to minorities, while another 
is offended at being cJled, a minority. In a 
story I read once, the author suggested two 
rules for a harmonious world. The rules: 
Don’t offend anyone, and don’t be offended 
too easily. It is the second of these rules that 
blacks seem to have overlooked. 

I 

Who lives in fear ofviolence and who has to 
put up with it is an important ‘indication of 
who has power. At one time I worked 
midnights andevenings atamunicipal water 
plant in a ghetta area. This meant driving 
through a dangerous area after dark, and my 
car was sometimes pelted by rocks thrown 
by roaming teenagers. On one occasion I 
witnessed a robbery from my work post. I 
called the policein tirneforaDeputy Sheriff 
to come and be beaten up. Several more 

Deputies arrived in a few minutes, but the 
attackers had disappear d i n  tothe forbidding 
darkness. 

I was always afraidof my carbreaking down 
in that area. It is likely that a white man is in 
more danger than a black man would be. 
Whites are always assumed to have money. 
Compared to these quite real fears, many of 
the complaints made by minorities seem 
rather nebulous. 

When someone is irritated by someone of 
another race, how impotant is this? Muchof 
the rhetoric says that frictions are of 
paramount importanceand suggestscultural 
re-education to prevent them. 

Should racial friction spur fears of 
widespread violence? To take the worst 
case, let us try to reconstruct the role of 
feelings in Nazi Germany. No doubt many 
of those who willingly took part in the 
Holocaust were irritated by Jews. Some of 
them may have had no particular feelings 
about Jews, but Gent along with the crowd, 
There were also those who resisted the 
Holocaust, even though they could have 
been personally safe if they had not done so. 
OneGerman officerkeptJewsonroadcrews 

long after they were ordered shipped I 
Auschwitz, fbr instance. These heroes mag 
also have been irritated by Jews, or had 
grudges against individual Jews. Le& 
worship may have done more to bringabod 
the Holocaust than anger at differing 
customs. Perhaps we should guard again$ 

‘1 
leader worship, J 
It is not unusual for people to be irritatedb 
others, and we cannot say with certainty@ 
they were wrong to be irritated, What$ 
certain is that the Holocaust happenadl 
because there was a lack of respect fa 

life could have prevented it, 
human life. A greater value plac edon 

Look at the question, “How much 
does it take to cause a homicide?’’ Th 

generally, we can respect 
Perhaps people should 



Small is Beautiful, and Organic. _ _  - 
Q by Wes Slaymaker 

The main function of this article is not to create another knot of 
environmental problems in your stomach, but instead to provide a 
chance to reconcile consumerbehavior'seffecton theenvironment. 
Organic produce is sold in stores around the country: there are even 
a few stores in Atlanta that cany organic foods. Although this 1 produce may cost more, let's look at the benefits. 

"he largest benefit of organic 

methods and more employees to grow the same amount of food. 
While this may Seem to be of no consequence in these days of 
prosperity, in times of economic depression, the organic farmer is 
the winner; not to mention saving the U.S. taxpayer millions of 
dollars in subsidies, price supports, and disaster relief. Which farm 
is more at home in our capitalistic economy anyway? The diversity 
of a farm decreases with an increase in farm size, and thus organic 
farms are usually smalI. The diversity is what keeps the insects in 
check, a huge field of one crop cannot have effective insect control 
organically. 

An environmental assessme* of this organic farm might also turn 

1 

Organic produceusually contains 
more nutrients, especially trace 
elements. The reasons organic 
produce has more nutrients can 

s, causing expedient plant 

of acres by herhimself utilizing capital-intensive 
y. The organic farmer finds herhimself using simpler 

up some added benefits. These 
organic farms have much more 
diversity; in fact this diversity is 
what keeps the insects ,from 
becoming a problem. A second. 
appraisal of this diversity comes 
when one slips a shovel into the 
ground and looks beneath the 
surface. The soil that has not been 
sterilized with chemicals has many 
beneficial microorganisms to help 
the plant assimilate the nutrients (A 
look at Copper Hill Tennessee 
reveals what sterilized soil does for 
life; nothing grew on that soil until 
a chemicallyresistivemicrobial was 
found to fix nutrients for some pine 
trees). These organic farms are not 
just fo$ producers, but home to a 
whole ecosystem of life. They 
sus&n the diversity of life which 
allows the natural evolution process 
to continue. In other words, these 
farms benefit the land. They contain 
at least as much diversity as a 
comparable section of uncultivated , 
land. 



butifthey grew organically they wouldeliminate 
most of their competition. 

So when you go to your local grocery, you look 
around and you see...no organic produce. Tell 
your grocer you want organic produce; shebe 
may tell you they cannot obtain any. There is not 
enough organic produce in the U.S. to meet the 
demand. Next you get in your car, or on your 
bicycle and go elsewhere. You can find such 
produce at Sevananda Natural Food Cooperative 
inLittleFivePoints, the DekalbFarmer’sMarket, 
and severalotherstoresin Adantathat sellorganic. 

your next question may be, “Are all organic 
foods the same?” The answer is defjnitely no. 
Certified organic usually means a* thorough 
inspection has been made of the farm, and the 
soils tested. Usually, for certification the farm 
must have been chemical-free for 1 to 3 years, 
depending on which state or organization does 
the certification. If you q e  now saying, “Whoa, 
let’s not get too bureaucratic with this”, then it’s 
up to you to ask your storeabout the farms they 
buy from, and whether they have someone from 
the store (or you) visit the farm to verify their 
techniques of growing organically. Wyche 
Fowler, one of Georgia’s Senators, is introducing 
an amendment to the 1990 farm bill, which 
requires farms tobe chemical-free for three years 
to qualify as certified organic. Lastly, there are 
some farms which are biodynamic. Biodynamic 
agriculture is at the far end of organic gardening, 
and everything is grown with a philosophy of 
harmony with nature. Biodynamic refers to 
being in balance with living organisms. and the 
farm becomes veg much a closed loop (Le. all 
the fertilizers, eic. are produced on the farm). 
Seldom is biodynamic produce seen in a store, 
although one can find bwynamic products such 
as yogurt; try some sometime. 

There you have it, but I have only scratched the 
surface. Each of these topics (eqonomics, 
agriculture, organic, etc.) deserves’an article of 
its own, but instead I will rFommend some 
readings: t 

Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson ( pesticides) 
Eat Your Heart Out, by John Hightower (food 

Small is Beautiful, by E. F. Schumacher 

- .- 
- I  

industry) 

(economics) 
_. 

In the meantime, hy a taste test: an organic apple 
and one of those monstrous shiny apples you can 
find in Krogers. I feel confident in the res ts 
this competition. $8 

US RECOVERY 

PROBLEM HEAD ON 
ATTACKING ?RASH 

by Jimmy Moore 

Inspired by environmental awareness, and driven by the desire to succeed in the 
business wurld, former Tech student Ron Townley and his wife Shelley started US 
Recovery, one of the fastest growing recycling companies in Atlanta. They are 
concentrating their efforts on glass and aluminum, but are actively involved in all 
recyclable materials. “We are a grass-roots company.”, says Townley, “We are 
considered a small company, but we have a definite presence in this city, and we are 
efficient.” 

US Recovery has clients all over the Atlanta area, ranging from bars and restaurants 
to retirement homes andaparunentcomplexes. “Wecanprovideacompletecollection 
center anywhere, and we encourage anyone to call us,” Townley added, “We are 
getting calls everyday.” Their biggest accomplishment so far is being chosen by the 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 office for recycling services. 

The idea for this business came fiom Shelley, who was working in a restaurant where 
hundreds of glass bottles were being thrown away each week. “It seemed a shame to 

~ 

throw away all 
so we decided to 
it,” she said. She 
with Ron, who 
to use, his 
Managemen t  
Georgia State, 
from Tech. They 
glassbottles from 
restaurants, i n  
Ron’s ’ 5  1 
After over a year 
now have three 
lift and a large 

that recyclable glass, 
do something about 
discussed the idea 
saw it as opportunity 
B u s  i n e s s  
educaiion from 
where he vansfened 
started collecting 
a couple of bars and 
January 1989 with 
Chevrolet pick-up, 
of hard work, they 
flat bed trucks, afork 
ware house where 

their employees separate the glass according to color. The glass is then taken to a Id; 
company which manufactures new glass bottles from the old ones. “It’s a tough 
business,” Rod stated, “But we’ve survived past our first year, and we’re able to keep 
food on the table.” 

The majority of the clientele for US Recovery is bars and restaurants. “We 
organization’s collection center with bins and barrels, and whatever else 
We try and make it as easy as possible for them to recycle,”’said Townley. 
that they can actually save the average bar $40 per week in aash pick-up costs, 
some cases, the organizations can e&m revenue for theirrecyclables, They do 
pilot curbside program, but their plan is to shy away from curbside pick-ups, 
is such a large project 

One of the unique features of this company is the fact that they are able to o 
without legislativeinterference. “We arenot too worriedaboutgovernment 1 
Thisis one environmental problem that can be handled without regulatory in 
What we really need is capital,” Townley said humorously. “Some sort of incen 
for participation would help,” Shelley added, “Something like a landfill tax credit 
would encourage more people to recycle.” 
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compiled by Steve Dunyo 

 his is a regular column in our 
little magazine spotlighfing the 
wonderful work our Vice- 
President, Danforth J .  Quayle, 
isdoing for America. Please 
sendany nice pictures, clippings, 
guotnbles, and so on to: Quayle 
Droppings c /o  The North 
Avenue Review, po 35307. 

A mind is a terrible’ thang to 
hte, so dim the lights; here’s 
Ihe scerle: Danforth is talking to 
New Replrblic writer Hendrick 
He@berg in late 1988about his 
inrellectual rebellion.‘’ 

”Ithink my intellectualrebell40n, 
;my interests in what,I wanted to 
do from an intellectual basis, 
:was formed much later than 
most. It wasn’t formed in 

lege, but later.” , k .  At this point, Dan is asked whq 
$e influences of that 
kvelopment were: 

PWell, it wouldn’t be an 
)~tellectual rebellion. I guess I 
Fad CharIes Reich’s The 
/henin8 of America in ‘68 or 

1 

I 

’69 and at the time I thought it 
was an interesting book. I 
haven’t reread it, but I’ve read 
enough about it that I was really 
somewhat confused at the time. 
The sort of thing with three 
layers ... That was sort of the 
book at the time. We all read it 
andwealltalkedaboutit. Butas 
I look back now it was 
sort of an exercise in 
frivolous intellectual 
curiosity. As far as now, 
since I’ve come to the 
Senate I’ve been much 
more interested in trying 
to focus on what my 
intellectual approach is. 
Over spring vacation I 
read three books that I 
think were important. 

“I read Nixon’s book, 
1999. I read Richard 
Lugar’p book on The 
Letters to the Next 
President. AndIreadBob 
Massie’s book on 
Nicholas and Alexandra. 
Nixon’s book was about 
the Soviet union and how 
we ought to handle them 
in the future, in 1999. 
Lugar’s was much more 
of a foreign policy 

.’ - 

review-the PhilIippines, South 
Africa, what we ought to be doing 
in Nicaragua ... And then 
Massie’s book on Nicholas and 
Alexandra, which is a really 
interesting book on the downfall 
of the Russian czar and the 
Empire and the coming of Lenin 
and how that whole thing just 
crumbled when his father passed 
on unexpectedly and Alexandra 
had to take it and they had that 
child that had hemophilia. And 
it came through Queen Victoria 
and everybody sort of thought 
that the hemophilia was from 
the high living and they didn’t 
realize it was hereditary. It 
comes through the mother. And 
Alexandra was from Gennany. 
And it was a very good book of 
Rasputin’s involvement in that, 
which shows how people that 
arereally very weirdcangetinto 
sensitive positions and have a 
tremendous impact on history. 

“Let’s see. And then I read other 
things .... I’ve reread over the last 
four years both Plato’s Republic 
and Machiavelli’s The 
Prince ....y ou always learn 

something by reading the 
classics. Particularly The Prince. 
I go through and look at this 
from an intellectual point of 
view, ... Machiavelli had these 
three classes of mind, and it fits ~ _ _  
in so much with Plato’s state. 
The first class was the person 
that was creative enough to be 
leader and be able to lead a great 
nation without much help. The 
second class of mind was one 
that wasn’t creative but could 
take ideas, put people around 
him, and be able to lead nations 
forward. And the third class of 
people didn’t really know much 
of anything. And they were the 
worst kind of leaders, because 
not only were they not creative, 
but they didn’t know what was 
rightorwrong andtheyjustwent 
by whatever they felt like. I’ve 
tried to figure out where I am. I 
know I’m not the first one 
because I don’t think I have that . 
creativeness that Machiavelli 
talks about. If I go back and 
reread it I might figure it out 
exactly where I put myself. I’m 
somewhere in between two and 
one.” B 

“1 WAS ELECTED VICE-PRESIDENT AND 
ALL I GOT WAS THIS LOUSY T-SHIRT” 

GET THIS LOUSY TuSHIRT 
S-M=L-XL 

(-hippin$& handling - NY residents also add sales tax) 

. -  New York, NY 10024 
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Oh Willy, oh why did you take that girl's dream 
of tying a bow bigger than the world's ever seen 
and twist it all around your tiny little head, 

' 

spray-paint it black with evidence of red? 

Oh Willv. Oh Whv 

Oh Willy, oh why did you take that girl's charm 
and wrap it all around her hair in a bow 
then take her to parties and watch her twinkle her toes? 

Oh Willy, oh why did you go to the farm? - *  ~ 

Oh Willy, oh why did you yell and then scream 
when the gloves you bought her just didn't seem 
to fit on her hands? They swallowed her whole 
right down to the bone, or was that hey soul? 

Oh Willy, oh why did you take that girl's fire 
and burn all her forests, melt all her tires? 
And you never would tell her just where you roamed, 
insisting that she call that desert home. 

* * 

' 4  
4 

' ? .  
.I 
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Oh Willy, oh why did you take that girI's trust, 
flaunt it and taunt it, watching her rust? 
Rust no one could touch and no one even cared, 
with you around, who would even dwe? 

4 

# -  

. 
. .  
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1 E. Place head to ground with body weight on extended arms. 
ZE. Lift legs off the ground, placing body in headstand position. 
Twist leas to the feft, preparlnq to win the riqht 

3€./4E. Whip legs 10 the right lifting the hands off the ground and 
I straightening legs, sptnning the body to the right on the head. : 





A ' C h i  1 t Ins Frost 

Though many claim t o  s e e  

what we a l l  should be 

They l ack  the  understanding 

Thelr  f a i t h  is t o o  dernandlng 

w i t h  pureness  of the soul 

and hound u s  t o  thelr goal 

for t h e i r  v i s ion  1s not whole 

t h e l r " h e a r t s ,  they a r e  too cold 

* f  
r '  

j 

?or i t  t hey  ace the Chosen 

Then we s h a l l  be a l l  f r o z e n ,  

From their  co ld  self assurance 

that,  leaa u s  t o  our End 

w l t h  m a n y  h e a r t s  t o  mend 

and u n w i l l  ingfi"es"s t o  bend 
r'rom the f l n a l  reoccur 

of the  Damnat 

- 
, 

, 
And i n  the  Darkness of 

our s o u l s  sha 
f o r  they were 

ence 
on of those who Slnrted 

the Damned 
1 be 13st 
o n l y  l en t  ' 

4 Y 

Until t he  corning of the  Frost * 

t Joh 
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by Edward Gibbs 

Dave fished his frozen peach ple and slurped down the lasl of his milk leaving just enough lefi 
on the bottom to annoy ius mom. He could hear the TV on in the other room, hu parents were watchmg 
he news. Dave jumped out of his chair and rushed upstaus to get his trucks. F'uhng them out of the 
closet he clumped back down the stairs. Dmppmg the buch on the hardwood flar m front of the TV he 
sealed down to play till the ~ood shows came on at eight. Dave's fatha just glanced at hls son and walked 
o v a  to rn tha volume up. Dave p d  M attention sliding his trucks across the pobhed flax and quieUy 
addrng the sound effects. A cmmcrcial for Peter Pan came on and Dave WI@ hu playing for a moment. 
He knew his Mom was takmg lum 10 the movies satrpdey. 

"Today 8 famous envlronmentaliar was assassmated in Cam. Brazil. Au~hor~ties suspect powaful 
developen to be behind the slaymg. The victim, Franc0 Emerson, was a laeder in the movement to 
preserve the raprdly h~appeanng rain f a t s .  D c v c l ~ s  in Brazil arc believed to be behnd the slaylng 
and the numerous attempt's on hu life over the parr few years, ... he was gunned down for wing to ytye 
ma," the ncwsman summarized moving on to a human interest story on Greenpeace, 

I 

HIS atrenuon Lvwted from his rmclrs he glanced up at the TV 10 rhc news story w i n g  on. 

"Crazy liberals," his dad commcntcd as he pickad h h d f  up and hded Into the lurchen for a beer, 
"Commg, d w ? "  he added as he walked past h a  wife. 
"Well alnght, mghi as well g u  ruaned on the &shes now," his mom replied BS she followed her 

husband pickmg up the dessen plates and glasses as shs went. "I don't suppose you're going to fmish this 
mdk are you. David?" Not receiving a reply she connnued into thehtchen. 

Dave had stopped pushing his dump truck around adding the p u m g  engine sounds. Ye4 
something was puerenng on hs insldar, He left his mks scattered randomly on the floor, his mom would 
cwpbin .  but he wouldn't be around to hear. 

The sun w4s h d y  anking down on a bmzy fall day as Dave steppad out under the pin): clouds. 
A strange man was outside hchng and cursing his c;tr which hpd a flnt Dave scrambled down the steps and 
out into h e  bad where the tiny forest W o n e d  af him from the borders of rhc backyard. To m e  side of 
the house lay the site of the new houses under construction. The emh bled crimson: red clay replacing the 
leafy floor of the former fmt He could a m u n b v  ttying 10 stop the bulldozers from piowmg down hls 
w d s .  The stench of diesel death had Fied h a  nosmils as he dug around the bulldozer long after the 
construction wkers had gone home, He shoveled clods of red d a y  rhrowing them onto the machine. He 
had dug a mnch around the bulldozu until the sky had med black. This was sure to stop thm. 

Red and grecn shotgun shells pushed to the fmnt of  IS thoughu. He could remember collecting 
the empty shells. He kepl UM collection in his mom, rhc blue, graen. and red shotgun shells with the 
shiny brass ends. With a little hinking he remanbend the day hi9 fatha had bluntly called them shotgun 
shellr So thw were the cawed Wsehollw w h  flVe&smx. Thcse w m  the refuse of the ones 
who kept him confvlsd to the Lute wwds UI his backyd. Hunters, men wirh rifles waimg out under th,? 

' 

for pulling up dl thafG stnkssabouta momh ago. J3e had 
mb a n g  them all in the c h p  of pricker bushes near the 

a week later and forbade him from gomg outside after supper far a 
week. She told him the stakes were important, 
we& laru the bulldozer showed up. 

Things pieced themselves together in 
shells Mind.  thesewere theones whokiMed, The)rhsd lrilldaman in Souh Americs, hunted and gunned 
hun dam becapsehe want& lome uws. Jhv~kdtthato~ve uea  He had pulled out the sral#r and 
Uzipped the buUdoEa. May& cbae;digam gar&hou hrd ban meant for him. How could he be sure they 
were only h u n m  looking to bag a big buck as his Dad often chipped in His own morlality shivered him 
about the Imees. He could feel goose bumps rising even on the scar that ran down hs arm. the remmder of 

uldn't go near them anymore. A few 

. Thc ones who hunted, who left heir 
~ 

a nasty fall from a tree, 

night. He could think tatter here rn the M g h L  in the growing phadows. Hc dropped to the ground and 
laid back in the p s .  The pink cbuds drifwd by their shspes in c m s m t  change and diwrder. The world - 

-Ladbeen, had seemed, wild and WOndnfuL Home. shool. and church had all m e d  m be the order of the 
universe. Now cham had crept in. It had meed threw the cracks w the holes in his limited world. Their 
was no great plan that ran the world 89 i f  it wcle a giant clock. Things wen immensely complex. Why 
had they Wed the man in South America7 There must be some point to it. It was all just a little too 
much IO worry about Maybe hc could just go to bcd early and sleap it away. 

his trucks up with him. He slipped out of his srmkers and fell into bed. 

thought fmlly slippcd out of his head, maybe rolhng out an ear, lost in the wrinkled sheets. Dave fell 
asleep clasprng his stuffed kopard s m  

Dave looked about and wondered The shade d rhe melted mto tk universal shading of 

Dave got back up and wMdercd back inside. He went straight up to bed not even bothering to talre 

"Killed him for pmaotechng w." His mind was suck on i r  After a while of pondering the 

the jungle print wallpaper of his room. 
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teu Q~ your m u ; e f e e l i n g s ,  t e l l  me your U I ~ ~ U ~ ~ Q Q  

i cannot take t h i s  BIG r u n  nrountl an~lnorc 

i MUSTknow now what i t  i s  t h a t  i s  there 

i n  t he  deeoest  regions of your ff 0 @UP! Slh 1 mg 

i s  there  SOMETHING i can do t o  make .it better 

p lease  l e t  m e  know, i jus t  want t o  l a l k  

want  t Q  l ive my l i f e  t o  make people just  happy 
e 3 n ’ t  know what t o  do, YOU a re  not happy 

breathless c h i l d  l i v i n g  a l i f e  without l i g h t  

what  happens when the @ 1 rn Q blows , what happens 

a 

t he  candle  i s  there  b u t  should i QaR@ it 

B when t h e  FLAMEdies, do i run  out 
i have t r i e d  t o  lose my breath with tne  flame 

and when i t  LIGHTS afar, the  wind blows harder 

i ,am Sorry i f  i cannot see what is t h e r e  

but my eyes were 0 1 mtj$a d by the b r i e f  candle 

how E$n i P u t  out the  l igh t  t ha t  l i v e s  
b how can i d @ S t  POY something tha t  dies 

l i t :  has gone t o  a place more terrible‘ than  space. 
t he  candl’eBURNS bright  i n  my heart  ’ 

why \ .  can’,t.-i extinguish the  l i g h t  A 

because t h e r e  is mmpn in what you can see 

N I C K  GRISWELL 
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PLEASE HEAR WHAT I AM NOT SAYING '- 

ake o f f ,  and none 

, . .  
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Another Look at Sex and Civilization 
by Stacy Johnson 

In thelast issue of theNorth AvenueReview, 
many readers were exposed to Mr. Allan 
Yarbrough’s insightful views on sexism. 
Mr. Yarbrough claims that “sexism is the 
belief in and adherence to two distinct and 
complementary gender roles. These roles 
represent a complex product of natural 
impulses and nurtured loyalties leading to 
participation in the family unit. . .” 
The problem with Mr. Yarbrough’s 
definition of sexism is that he makes the 
assumption that there are nutural impulses 
which differentiatemen from women, such 
as the maternal instinct to which Mr. 
Yarbrough refers. I can not prove that there 
is no natural maternal instinct in human 

/ .  

beings because I would have to base such 
t proof on a study in which humans were 
1 misedandthenreproducedinanenvironment 

completely separate from society and the 
, influence of society on sex roles. However, 
Mr. Yarbrough, likewise, can not prove that 
b e a r e  such natural impulses, nor does he r 
attempt to. Certainly, the testimony of one 
woman is not a plausible argument for 
enslaving the entire gender to the role of 
”primary homemaker and care-giver to the 
children,” as Mr. Yarbrough suggests each 
woman is biologically destined to be. 

Mr, Yarbrough’s reasoning then follows 
, that these “complementary gender roles” 

@e natural and in the best interests of the 
*..tnthe species: however, what he fails to 
nalize is that sex roles are determined by 

‘ .miety ,and they arecertainly notin thebest 
$Iferests of women ( n m  do they benefit 

I 
I 

females react differently than men to 
entsituations,it isbecause each female 

Oained by society to do so from the 

society’s influence on sex roles and have 
found many interestingresults. For example, 
when a girl makes loud noises, she is scolded 
and told to act lady-like; however, when a 
boy misbehaves in the same manner, he is 
rarely (if at all) scolded, and his action is 
dismissed with the ingenious cliche, “boys 
will be boys.” Society also teaches females 
to be more modest about sex, because a girl 
who engages in more sexual activity is looked 
down upon, while a boy who does the same 
is not. I could go on forever with examples, 
but we all know that these things happen. 
And they happen much more than most 
people realize, because it has become so 
widely accepted that most people do not 
even bother to stop and think about it. 

Aside from the belief that women have 
natural maternal instincts (and 
complementary to it) is h4r. Yarbrough’s 
next argument that men also have “natural 
impulses” which contribute to the proper 
division of roles between the sexes. He 
states that the reason why the man should be 
the “primary breadwinner and authority 
figure” is because of the “promiscuous 
element in his sexual nature.” He goes on to 
explain that by having such responsibility, 
the male is going to miraculously undergo a 
necessary moral transformation (which 
would make him less promiscuous), since 
he must provide for his “possessions”-his 
wife and children. Again, Mr. Yarbrough 
has assumed that a natural impulse exists 
more strongly in one sex than the other. 

she is born and a pinkbncelet is 
onto her wrist. ’Perhaps the only 

n why females tend to assume the more 
adng role is because they have been 
to ever since they were little girls. 
assigns toy dolls to girls and toy 

ys. Many studies have focused on 

First of all, it is absurd for him to assume 
based on his ROTC experiences in a male- 
dominated environment that males are more 
promiscuous than females. He has never- 
nor will he ever-be in an entirely female 
environment. Hecannotpossibly know that 
the sexual desires expressed in such an 
environment are any less than those 
expressed in a male-dominated situation, or, 
if indeed they are not expressed, that it is not 
just aresult of society teaching women to be 
more sexually modest than males. Secondly, 
while I am relieved that he did not put males 

in the breadwinning position because he 
thinks that they are more competent‘in -. 
business situations, I am also appalled that 
he thinks that his alleged problem entitles 
him to a job while his “possession” (wife) is 
then “freed“ to cook dinner for him. Just as 
it is ridicuIous to state thata job and a family 
are going to completely overcome the natural 
sexual desires, it is also as equallyridiculous 
to assume that it will keep a man from 
actually exercising his sexuaIl y promiscuous 
desires. There is obviously plenty of 
evidence to the contrary. Thirdly, a woman 
is a human being. She is NOT property, and 
a man is not “freeing” her (as Mr. Yarbrough 
phrased it) by making her do all the family 
chores and keeping her from having a job, 

The sex role hierarchy that Mr. Yarbrough 
praises,andthathasbeenin useforcenturies, 
is basedentirely upon assumptions on behalf 
of the males who perpetuate it. I wilI not 
argue, however, that there are not plenty of 
females who also contribute to 
discrimination against their own gender. 
Many females are very eager to take 
advantage of a free meal from their dat6, 
since he is traditionally expected to take care 
of the bill. It is also m e  that there are plenty 
of females who, for religious reasons or 
otherwise, completely agree with the present 
division of labor between the sexes, and 
some even believe the masculine superiority 
philosophy. H,owever,thereare tremendous 
numbers of women whoare sick and tiredof 
being stereotyped on the basis of sex. It is 
very frustrating, especially at a mate- 
dominated technical school, for women tob 
have M listen to the same male- chauvinistic 
comments all of the time, especially when 
thereis no factual evidence innbehalf of these 
comments. 

The only conclusion that I can derive to 
correct the situation is not to wage war 
against men, but hopefully to let people like 
Mr. Yarbrough think about the bases of their 
actions and how thek actions affecteveryone 
else. The problem cannot be alleviated by 
one sex alone. 4 



No Civilization 
Allan W. Yarbrough 

In a depature porn! Review policy, Mr. 
Yarbrough was allowed io submit this 
commentary on Ms. Johnson’s ‘Another 
Look at ...” past deadline for this issue. 

Stacy Johnson’s essay brings to attention 
theconflict between two very ancient strains 
in social philosophy. The first, made famous 
by the philosophers of the Enlightenment 
and the founders af the American republic, 
sought to ask, “What is the nature of 
mankind?”. In other words, what are the 
thoughts, interests, emotions, and 
motivations that human beings have in 
common and possess by virtue of their 
humanity. Further, how can these interests 
andmotivations, understood tobe essentially 
private, be made to work for the common 
good, for the advance of civilization, and for 
the harmony of society. Among the topics 
their followers explored were the differences 
between the sexes, They asked, “How do 
men and women, both human beings, differ 
in their thoughts and feelings, and how do 
these differences manifest themselves in 
their abilities and actions?” The answers to 
these questions varied widely, but few of 
those who asked them were worried about 
who was superior6rinfeior,andmost agreed 
that no single gender would have much 
success in making the*world work alone. 

p e  second strah, propagated by Karl Marx 
(though there yesignsofitin thewritingsof 
Plato), committed itself to theassertiqn that 
human beings do wt in fact have any nature 
that could be considered in any way 
permanent, A pefson’s*’&havior is 
determined, completely and totally, by the 
environment in which that person exists. 
Marx argued that all the evils of European 
society, including crime, poverty, sloth, etc., 
were the prociucts of the capitalist system. If 
only we could destroy capitalism and replace 
itwithasociety inwhichallthings wereheld 
in common, all the nastiness of the world 

I 

wouldquickly disappear. His heirs,Vladimir 
Lenin and Josef Stalin, sought to create a 
“New Soviet Man,” aperson with no thoughts 
of himself who would work industriously 
for the common good to create a world 
without nations, ethnicity, religion, private 
property, or anything else that separates us 
from universal brotherhood. Last year, the 
result of their work, the USSR, admitted to 
the world the dismal failure of Man’s 
ideology and began a relentless spiraI of 
collapse. 

Stacy Johnson begins her essay by attacking 
my belief that the differences men and 
women exhibit have anything to do with 
differences in their natures, stating that there 
is no evidence to support either a Lockean or 
Marxist perspective on such differences. 
She then proceeds to argue entirely from the 
Marxist perspective. Such an argument 
would have to be supported by real examples 
gynocratic or androgynous societies, in the 
same way that an argument for Marxism 
must rest on real examples of propertyless 
societies. Neither exists. 

By far the most controversial section of 
“Sex and Civilization” was that in which I 
described the philosophical underpinnings 
(Bloom’s “strains and stresses”) of the 
family. ’ As I had partially expected, this 
description came under fire from people 
with whom I am usually in agreement, while 
earning me some uncharacteristic dies.  All 
in all, however, it was far more trouble than 
it was worth, so without actually recanting 
the position, I want to make clear that I am 
not nearly as dogmatic on those points as I 
may have appeared, and I certainly don‘t 
hold to Miss Johnson’s misrepresentation of 
them, I perhaps leaned too heavily on 
Professor Bloom’s book, which I hadbefore 
me at the time of writing, and probably 
oversimplified in my 1OOO-word essay. 

Still and all, however, I do stand by the 
proposition that the traditional family 
structure is the only one that works with any 
consistency. This has been the thesis of a 
large number of authors, including Maggie 
Gallagher, George Gilder, and even Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. Though they differ on 

* 
the details, the general i d a  is the same, ani 

they all have a wealth of empirical evidenci 
supporting it. Whether or not we think tha 
this structure is good or just in and of itsel 
does not change the fact that we canno 
simply scrap it and confidently expect i 

“kinder and gentler” structure to emergr 
automatically, In the same way that thr 
designers of the buildings in which we liw 
must obey the laws of physics, the designes 
of human institutions mustobey the lawso, 
human nature. As Bloom reminds us 
“Wishes do not give birth to horses,” andar 
egalitarian family structure will not work 
just because we want it to. 

From here, the second part of my essay goes 
unrefuted, Miss Johnson herself 
acknowledges that the family contributes to 
the advance of civilization, but is terribly 
unconcerned with the consequences of its 
destruction. Let me remind her. The Black 
underclass of the inner-city has servedas the 
subject of acruel experiment in social policy, 
where we may observe the consequences of 
familial dissolution. Is this the model that 
shewouldhave therest of thecountry follow? 
For most feminists, the answer is no. As 
Professor Michael Levin documents in his 
book, Feminism and Freedom, the feminist 
social model is rigid socialism, the 
substitution of the state for the role of the 
family. The model is also essentially 
totalitarian, and for the same reason that the 
Soviet Uniou is (was) totalitarian: ifpeople 
refuse to live their lives according to the, 
abstract design, then they must be coerced 
under the barrel of a gun. Whatever the, 
disadvantages of patriarchy, it is sure4y 
superior to this. 

However, I hasten to assure Miss Joh 
that nobody is telling her how to live her 
This is, after all, a free country. If shew 
tomarry, havechildren,divorceher hus 
and put her kids in a day care center w 
she pursues the presidency of I 
her prerogative. But the archit 
policy, if they are prudent, must 
that their decisions do not enc 
centrifugal social forces, and as u 
as it may be to say so at Georgia T 

1 

I 9  

is one of them. 0 



Are 

by R. Steven Hinton 
serious ... 3. 

Cut the crap. If you really want to help save the human species from 
extinction, then you will have to go beyond recycling and other 
conservation measures. Don’t get me wrong, conservation is a 
ppsitive step, but it is not a solution. 

The real task that confronts the human species is to leam how to live 
in harmony with the earth. Should our collective intellect fail in this 
task, we will be terminated. The earth will survive, h d  nature 
will rejuvenate in spite of all the damage. The 
only difference is 3 homo sapiens 
will be flushed down the .., -. 
c o s m i c  *:-.,::..:if: ri**-........ .I... . shithole and 

as one more 

ments of other 
not all that hard. In fact, numerous popu- 
lations in this so called “civilized world” have long realized the im- 
portance of our relationship with the earth. For example, the way a 
native American is in his or her heart. 

.And with a little effort, yes you, can live. All you must do is to take 
into your heart, body, and soul a world that is divided politically and 
economically by the principles of nature. 

4 

Just visualize the b e h y  of a world that is whole, existing as one. 
Goneare aliof thosecookie-cutter lines, drawn like lines in the mud 
by little children. You c~ see the beauty of boundaries prescribed 
by nature. Intonedby centuries of geologic turmoil within theearth. 
Inhabited by all kinds of living creatures, And how these creatures 

a manifestation of their interactio? with the earth. Their 
ienvironment, the flora, the fauna. Their blood. 

!The “gene pool”. And h c h  the earth is a beautiful mosaic of “bi- 
omes” that flux and flow with the Sun and the Moon. What a revo- L ution to see the wickedness of government built from the percep- 

F t h a t  our species was granted dominion over all others by some 

># ,- 
i 

ine right. 
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poison Park I 

It wasn’t my favorite place in the world 
but it was close. It was a park Four, 
maybe five acres of green space in the 
middle of Metro-Atlanta. I used to go 
there a lot. 

Once I took a young woman there at 
night. We sat on a blanket underneath an 
old willow tree and drank wine and talked 
about life. We looked at the stars. We 
were close to the creek. It made its creek 
noises and lulled me into a false sense. of 
something that I can’t even begin to 
describe. The water, the wine, the stars, 
the young woman... It was all too much 
for me that night. I may have fallen in 
love for the first time then. It was a very 
long time ago though, and I don’t seem to 
be able to want to remember. 

The young woman doesn’t talk to me 
anymore, and I don’t often think of her. ~ 

But even after that particular 
part of my life turned ugly, I 
would still go to the park. 
Maybe it was the park I was in 
love with, not the girl. I would 
go there when reality got to be 
too much for me, yhen I 
stressed out. I’d sit on the big 
slabs of granite that the creek 
ran over and let the Cree 

If it was raining,’I’d sit under 
the bridge and listen to the cars 
rolling and roaring over my 
head. It reminded me of when 
I was a kid. It always cheered 
me up a little. 

noises lull me out of my 4 ngst. 

.* ,c ‘. * 

In the middle of the park is a 
big green field. There’s a trail 
around the outside of it. Kids 
would play ball in the field, and’ 
I would go there and run 
pound the outside of it and 
watch them play, getting my 
daily mileage a half mile to the 
lap. It was probably the most 

Thomas C. Hickman 

pleasant place to run in the whole city. It 
was a well kept secret. There were happy 
kids and happy dogs, but not m many of 
them. The grass was soft and easy on my 
knees. Maybe, now that I think about it, 
that was my favorite place in the world 

About a year ago though, I noticed these 
sig ns... Something about disease transmis- 
sion and pollution, I thought it would get 
cleaned right up. This was a PARK. 
Something very important happened here 
during the civil war. The whole place is, 
littered with those cast iron historical 
landmarks that no one ever reads. I was 
sure it would get cleaned right up. 

I was there not long ago. 1 went there to 
run. The grass was still soft and green. 
There were no happy kids there playing 
ball. The only dog I saw looked belliger- 
ent. I think he wanted to bite me. But the 

grass was still a healthy green color, and I 
was happy to see a field that wasn’t 
covered with asphalt and autos. I was 
happy to see something green. Then I sa 
the creek. It waS green too, but it wasn’t 
happy, healthy green. It was a putrid, 
nasty smelling green. The banks were 
strewn with lit@ washed from upstream 
by the winter rains, The signs were still 
there ... “possibility of Disease Transmis- 
sion.” Disease transmission? That’s 
really scary. It’s been a year or so now. 
That little creek flows into Peachtree 
Battle Creek, which flows into the 
Chatahoochee, which flows into the 
Atlantic. Whatever poison is in that little 
creek has had a year or so to spread and 
grow. I wonder if the smell down stream 
is as bad as it is there in the park. I 
wonder if the rocks down stream are cov- 
ered with the same nasty slime. I wonder 
why no one has done anything. I think 

’ 

. 

maybe it’s like Lou Reed 
said ... “Americans don’t care 
anything for beauty. They’ll 
shit in a river ... dump battery 
acid in a stream.” 

Bur this was my favorite placc 
in the world, or at least damn 
close. And it’s been turned 
into a septic tank. Whoever 
did it put up a sign to keep 
people from getting into it and 
getting sick. They probably 
only did it to remove any le& 
respnsibiIity. Or maybe they 
put the signs there to fool , 

1 
people like me into believing 
that someone gave a shit, that, 
someone was doing some- 1 
thing. Well, it almost 
didn’t it. It’s been abou 
year. No one has done any- 
thing. I listened to the CT 

while I was there. It wasn’t 
making happy creek noises. 
sounded like it was choking 



Androgyny 
by Louise Frantzen 

Androgyny is a force which is changing society. 
As it is a reaction against traditional attitudes 
androles, theresultsareslow andgradual change, 
but the results can still be seen. Defining 
androgyny is not a simple task. The word 
literally means having characteristics of both 
sexes, as it stems from the Greek rmts gndrog, 
heaningman,andm, meaning woman,but in 
onesense, it may be defined by telling what it is 
not It is behaving in a manner in which the 
behavioral roles are not divided along biological 
lines. In essence,it is separating sex and gender. 
This presents another definition to fill. is 
simply the biological fact of male and female 
human beings, Gender, however, is socially 
determined. One’s gender role is “,..a set of 
behaviors, attitudes, and motivations culturally 
associated with each sex but not seriously 
expected to occur in a pure form.” (Davidson 
1979: 2) The relationships between one’s sex 
and one’s gender role is socially influenced, and 
theforceswithinasociety aredetermining factors 
motheopportunitiesavailable to the individud. 
Now that this has been established, there is 
another concept to present: that there are two 
alternative versions of androgynism. Joyce 
Trebilcotstates, “Traditional conceptsofwornen 
and men, of what we are and should be as 
femalesandmales,of the implicationsof sex for 
our relationships to one another and for our 
placesin society, arenot acceptable.” (Vetterling- 
Braggin 1982: 161) Therefore, she puts forth 
two models af androgynism which present 
dightly differentjaspects of the general idea of 
androgyny, The first is monoandrogyny, which 
b essentially role-sharing, and is actually the 
tiasis for the official f;O\icy of some countries, 

$uch as Sweden. The Swedish policy states 
’“;,.every individual, regardless of sex, shall have 
!b m e  pra~tica~ opportunities not only for 

cation and. employment, but also 
ntally h e  same responsibility for his or 
fmancial support &.%ell as shared 

sibility for child upbringing and 
ork.” (Vetterling-Braggin 1982 162) 

tice,monoandrogynism advocates asingie 
c everyone, whereby men and women 

have shared psychological 
characteristics and social roles that are 
b h  masculine and feminine. The 
second model is polyandrogynism, 
which focuses on a variety of options for 
both men and women; “..,not a single 
ideal ’but rather a variety of options 
including ‘pure’ femininity and 
masculinity as well as any combination 
of the two.” (Vetterling-Braggin 1982: 
188) The major advantage of this model 
is that it provides for more personal 
freedom than monoandrogynism, and 
also accepts the fact that some people 
may wish to choose a “pure”genderro1e 
of either feminine or masculine. The 
point of this paper is not to debate which 
model is more acceptable. but to point 
out that either form of androgyny may 
lead to an integrating of femininity and 
masculinity that will yieldnew atmbutes 
and kinds of personalities. 

The traditional genderroles prevalent in 
society are the result of the social forces 
which mold all of ow behaviors and 
attitudes. “Socialization includes the 
process by which people learn attitudes, 
motivations, and behaviors commonly 
considered appropriate to their social 
positions and the process by which they 
areremindedof that learning throughout 
life.” (Davidson 1979: 9) It is this 
continuous process which imposes the 
gender roles on males and females; the 
socialization that we all experience as 
children affects the experiences that we 
as individuals have-ften we do not 
realize that human behavior is socially 
shaped as well as biologically and 
psychologically. Thus the relationship 
between one’s sex and one’s gender is 
socially influenced. There is a chain 

reaction in theperpetuance of sex differences 
through socialization. Sex differences are 
traits that are, on the whole, associated with 
one sex or the other, I t  is true that 
socialization and the material internalized 
as young children is the most enduring, thus 
when adults act towards achild based on its 
sex, they reinforce behavior in the child 
considered “appropriate” to its sex and 
discourage “inappropriate” behavior. The 
child internalizes this information until 
perhaps resocialization occurs where these 
beliefs andculturalbehaviors are questioned. 
“Therefore it is not innate differences, but 
differences in social treatment of females - 
and males, that eventually affect the actual 
distribution of traits between populations of 
males and females.” (Davidson 1979: 13) 

Social institutions and ideology also convey 
ideas about gender. An ideology is a way of 
explaining ongoing reality that is basic to a 
society. Although several different 
ideologies orinterpretationsmayexist, there 
is generally a dominant ideology that is 
considered the assumed way of thinking .in 
the society. Institutions function toestablish 
patterns of behavior for dealing with human 
concerns, and thus have much power in 
conveying ideas about gender that are 
integrated into society’s thinking. ‘’The 
strongest gender-related messages found in 
these institutions support the dominant 
ideology, the ‘interpretation’ of reality held 
by those in the highest statuses of society.” 
(Davidson 1979: 157) Although alternative 
ideologies may or may not be considered 
with much seriousness by those in power 
who control the institutions, there are 
possibilities*for change. These changes 
occur slowly, resuIting in a gradual shift in 
emphasis rather than aradical departure. An 
example ofinstitutionalchange may be seen 
in the education system. Patricia Minuchin 
has donea study which showsarelationship 
between children’s sex-role concepts and 
the traditional or modern orientation of the 
schools they attend. The traditional schools 
incorporatedrelatively fixed conceptionsof 
sex-appropriate roles and behavior, while 
the more “modern” schools incorporated 
relatively open conceptions of sex- 
appropriate roles. As was predicted, the 



children from the modem schools held less 
conventional sex-role attitudes than those 
from the traditional schools. (Kaplan 1976: 
206-22) Thus, the institution of education is 
both affected by the teachers within the 
system who provide alternative role models 
for gender-appropriate behavior, and in turn 
affects the gender-role attitudes of new 
generations of children within the system. 
In these ways, it becomes a powerful agent 
of resocialization towards a more 
androgynous model of roles and behaviors. 

Androgyny as a social force may perhaps be 
seen more clearly in the context of social 
groups, both ‘formal groups such as the 
workforce, and also primary groups such as 
the family. In the workforce, androgynous 
attitudes tend to producecareer women who 
are characterized as autonomous, 
individualistic, confident, dominant, and 

, self-sufficient. “Insum, thestudiesoncareer 
women suggest that these women porlray a 
picture of fully functioning human beings, 
developing the positive masculine traits 
valued in our culture without necessarily 
sacrificing the positive feminine traits. 
According to our definition, they are 
androgynous.” (Forisha 1978: 283) 
Although much attention has been paid to 
the phenomenon of working women, few 
studies have been,made on the effects of 
androgynous attirudes on -men in the 
workforce. However, a study by John F. 
Flaherty and Jerome B. Dgsek presents some 
interesting datal on personal self-concept 
and androgyny. The subjects tested were 
classified as masculine, feminine, or 
androgynous based on an androgyny test 
and independent ofthe subjects’ sex. Then 
they were tested accord&g to fgu.mpectsof 
self-concept: adjusdent; achievement/ 
leadership, congeniality/sociabiity, and 
masculinity/femhinity. The androgynous 
subjects scored high on the first thfee aspects, 
and, as predicted, scored in-between on the 
masculinity/femininity aspect. Overall, 
“...examination of the results strongly 
supports those ... who argue that an 
androgynous orientation leads to the 
possibility of greater behavioral flexibility 
and adaptation.” “These subjects not only 
view themselves as adjusted and in 

harmonious balance with their environment 
but also see themselves positively in 
instrumental expressive aspects of the 
self.” (Flaherty 1980: 990) If it can be 
assumed that greater flexibility and 
adaptation as well as a positive self-concept 
are qualities that are conducive to better 
performance in the workatmosphere, then it 
can be argued that having androgynous 
attitudes and behavioral roles is a positive 
force in the social groups incorporated in the 
workplace. 

The family group is greatly affected by 
androgynous attitudes because it is the 
primary source of socialization. The results 
of many case studies in Linda Olds’ book 
Fully Human show how sex-role attitude 
change is precipitated in both men and 
women. In regards to male androgynous 
development: “Whenexamined in overview, 
there seems to be considerable support for 
hypothesizing that positive contact and 
closeness to women facilitates the 
development of androgyny. Not only were 
androgynous men closer to their mothers as 
children, butthey also reportedmorepositive 
contact with girls while growing up ...” (Olds, 
1981: 102) For women, much of the initid 
awareness of gader-roleattitudescame from 
the family also, but with some differences 
from what the men reported. “In general, 
androgynous development in women appears 
to be facilitated by avoidance of 
reinforcement for traditional sex role 
behavior.. .and by positive reinforcement for 
atypical cross-sex behaviors. This support 
for atypical behaviors most often takes the 
form of support by family and teachers for 
achieving, intellectud behavior ...” (Olds 
1981: 135) There seems to be a cyclic 

range of human emotions, responding 
given situation according to what he or she 
feels i s  appropriate. (Forisha 1978: 29) 
Everyone hw certain characteristics which 
may be typically thought of as belonging to 
the opposite sex, and no one is completely 
“masculine”, or “feminine.” There is a 
growing tendency for people to make a 
conscious effort to foster bot 
and feminine aspects of their behavicr, 
making them more open towards be 
changing individuals with greater range 
expression and the capacity to res 
genuinely and authentically to 
experiences. Androgyny’s impac 
easily be seen on the small scale. 
Olds writes, “Perhaps the mos 
first steps towardsandrogyny are 
scale, everyday changes that occur close 
home in the friendships, relation 
marriages, or families that form the 
context of most of our lives.” (Olds 
140) Thus, through our everyday c 
with society, a new ideal of androgy 
may come to pass. f # 
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Ian Smith 

Population growth is an environmental problem, even though many people 
don't think of it as one. Population growth is a problem in every developing 
country, and worse, it is a situation that makes other difficult environmental 
problems worse. In the developed world it is often overlooked when environ- 
mental issues are considered, but this cannot continue. 

Population growth is the for the fire of other environmental problems. It 
makes such problems as deforestation, soil loss, desertification aad short food 
supplies worse. In all of these cases, the increasing numbers of people in a 
given land area increase the demaad to consume, but no more resources are 
available. In this situation, land use becomes environmentally unsound, as the 
populace is forced to  attempt to  produce enough food to  feed itself. In such 
areas, it is common for land to be both over used (not rotated) and planted with 
new "super-strains" of crops which more heavily tax the SOL In large cities, 
population growth causes increases in pollution, as more people are available 
to  consume, and governments must provide facilities for increasing numbers of 
people, often without a commensurate increase in resources. 

ulation growth, but there are three principal 
ones. First, a d  foremost, in many parts 

There are several obstacles to curbing warld p o p  
The fun- 

damental notion is that fam- 

. i  

, 

of the worid it is an economic reality 
that having children is fiscally wise. 
They are both workers which pro- 
vide income or home labor and SUP- ' 

port for parents as they become 
dderly. Alsq, in many cultures 
children are a measure of a fam- 
ily's worth, making children highly 
desira le This fact is often related 
to  the first). Finally, many religions 

' do not favor some or all types of fam- 
ily planning. When one examines these 
three pfoblems, several things become appar- 
ent. To fight thd probiern of the need for children, 
other environment, political, and social problems must be addressed in u Idi- 

ily size is largely determined by par- 
ent's motivation, and that this motivation 

retlects rational, and broadly economic, deci- 
sions. , Family size is not seen as ap accident, 89 

the expression of religious beliefs, or aa a result of the 
availability of birth control technology, dthough fam- 
ily planning can certainly affect f d y  size. The crux 
of the theory is that  parents balance economic ben- 

efits against economic coats in deciding whether 
to have another child, especially a fourth 

or later child. - William Murdoch 
from The Poverty of Nutions 
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tion to  population control'ke 
must be handled very delicately and must not be "fought" at all. All soci- 
eties that are not aware of population problems must be informed of them, and 
any and all assistance must be given to societies which wish to deal with their 
cultural and religious diEcutties in curbing population. 

In the past and present, some headway has been made in attempting to 
control population growth. Two countries with high growth rates (ie. greater 
than 1% ) Japan and'China, have succeed in decreasing their growth rates by 
half. Japan went from 2.2 % growth rate in 1949 to under 1 % by 1956. In China 
in the period from 1970 to 1976 the growth rate in China went from 2.6 %to 1.3 
%.' While this author does not support the political policies used by the Chinese 
government to  achieve these ends, it is an example of the fact that a government 
making a significant committment towards reduction in population growth rates 
can achieve significant results. More remarkable even is the Japanese effort's 
success which was achieved before the advent of many modern contraceptive 
devices. Other countries have also made major strides towards slowing the ratel 
of population growth (such as Singapore and South Korea), but in every case 
it has required a major political and social committment from the government 
and the populace. I 

For population control to succeed in the developing world, several things 
must be acheived. The most important of these is education. Its importance 
cannot be overstated. In every society that wishes to achieve population con- 
trol or stability, all members of the society must understand the importance of 
population as it relates to  standard of living, use of resources, and the future of 
their society. In every society with a successful poputation control program, this 
has been a main focus.a Additionally, the society must make widely available 
family planning services, so that persons who wish to  limit family size may do 
so. This is a cost that must be paid in advance, with the understanding that 
there will be a long term reward. Also, nations that have succeeded in popula- 
tion control tend to offer incentives for small or single-child families such as free 
education and health care for the child. Finally, the people of a country dust  be 
eventually put in  a position that they do not need to have children to survive; 
thus general socioeconomic increases in the quality of Iife must be achieved to 
result in long-term success. I 

What you can do: When you are called upon to  give of yourself to support 
our planet's continued survival, do so. 

You can also write congressmen and te4 them that you support economic 
and enviromental aid to the developing world being coupled with population 
control objectives. 

If 

h, , Cas Haub, Population Reference Bureau, Washington D.C. 
lStudies have'been conducted. which show a direct relationship between the education 

level (general education) of the women ofa nation end its birth rate. See: Jodi L. Jacobsen, 
Planning the Global Family, Worldwatch Paper 80 

, .  - , 'i 



Savannah River Plant: 
Are We Really Defending 

ur National Security? 
by Suzanne B u m s  

Savannah River Plant is one of the United State's largest 
ucers of weapons grade plutonium and tritium. It was built in 

ly 1950's, and has been a cause of controversy since the 
The plant is located near Aiken, S.C. on the Savannah 

and it covers over 300 square miIes. It employs 18,000 
making it the largest single employer in South Carolina. 
nately jobs are not the only thing that the plant creates. Over 

the past 35 yearsihe Savannah River Plant (SRP) has produced 35 
llion gallons of high-level liquid radioactive waste, more than 
,000,000 cubic feet of low-level solid waste, and hundreds of 

nds of cubic feet of transuranic waste'. There are two main 
onmental issues that arise from theoperation of this plant. One 
disposal of this hazardous radioactive waste, and the other is 

roblem of being able to safely operate the reactors. 

h many important questions arise in relation to nuclear 
roducing facilities, including both nuclear power plants and 
weapons defense plants, such as SRP, there is one question 
t answeredproperly can lead to health risks to all life forms. 

it possible to isolate safely the nuclear wastes from all living 
rns for the incredible lengths of time necessary for the decay 

ese wastes? Scientists and engineers throughout the United 
Europe have catefully considered this question since 
the first nuclear testings were done in New Mexico. 

some of the isotopes used in bomb production will not 
letely for hundreds of thousands of years, the officials 
decided, rather irresponsibly, that they should only be 
for seeing that this waste does not reach the biosphere 

, due to the fact that most of these radionuclides will 
to a "safe" level after that long. 

methods for thedisposal ofradioactive wastes that 
&ted, but most of them have eventually run upon 

lutely containingthesewastes from thebiosphere 
e. In some of these options, perhaps more time 
m& them viable methods for disposing'of 

astes. For the present the one method for disposal that is 
realistic interms of cost and risk is minedgeological 
involves the burial of high level waste 1600-3600 

in the earth in canisters. The waste is solidified through 
intoaglassform andsealedinaleadcanisterchemidfy 
ter corrosion. Thissgister is then enclosed in a cement 

time it can reach the water table and contaminate creeks and rivers. 
It takes 13 million gallons of water to dilute just 1 gram of 
radioactive waste to meet drinking water quality standards2. Under 
normal circumstances groundwater flow is very slow, often moving 
only a few feet a year, but when this water comes in contact with hot 
waste the water is heated and becomes lighter and more viscous 
therefore moving upward towards the surface much faster. When 
the MGD method of disposal is used it is much more effective in 
containing the waste if the waste is cooled considerably before 
burial, In Sweden and other parts of Europe the waste is required to 
be cooled for 40 years before burial, a relatively safe length of time, 
but in the United States the time for cooling is only 10 years. The 
effect of burying the waste at greater temperatures is that besides 
causing an increase in the velocity of groundwater that the waste 
comes in contact with, the enormous amounts of heat that are put off 
by the wastes increases the pressure on the surrounding rocks 
causing the rock to fracture, thereby increasing the groundwater 
flow even more. The previously mentioned problem of increased 
velocity and corrosion of the containers is only one side effect of 
this, Theotheristhatnowregardlessoflheradioactivecontaminatiop 
of the water, its temperature has increased such that when it reaches 
creeks and rivers it causes the temperature of the entire river to 
increase. This can be very harmhl to life forms in the water,that are 
now forced to adapt to their new climate or die, as in the case of SRq. 

Unfortunately the method of disposal currently being used at SRP 
is considerably worse than the proposed models for future disposal. 
High level wastes are now poured into containers as a sort of liquid 
sludge andsealed,and then placedin shallow trenchesin the ground. 
The geological formations at SRP are undesirable for a permanent 
repository site for MGD but are considered tolerable for temporary 
disposal. This is very questionnable due to the location of the 
Tuscaloosa Formation, a large aquifer directly under SRP that 
supplies drinking water for South Carolina and several surrounding 
states, including parts of Georgia. According to the Charlotte 
Observer, there are some streams nex  the plant that have more than 
750 times the limit of radioactivity allowed for drinking water.' 
Right now there are 35 million gallons of high level sludge stored 
in these temporary repositories at SRP, and many of these tanks are 
leaking. Although the plant has future plans to dispose of h i s  waste 
through MGD at another location, it will take 10 years at the rate of 
400 canisters a year to process existing wasp.  

When processing this waste it is planned that the less radioactive 
salt from these tanks will be mixed with concrete and stored 
permanently at SRP in football-field size slabs. The problem with 
this is that some of the radionuclides in the saltcrete will last longer 
that the life of concrete. There are also 16,000,000 cubic feet of low 
level radioactive waste and hundreds of thousands of cubic feet of 
transuranic waste buried at SRP. Transuranics are elements that are 
heavier than uranium; some are highly toxic and will be for 
thousands of years, As if this plant was not already producing 
enough toxic materials with it's nuclear waste, it has also produced 
more than 230,000 cubic yards of chemical waste. These liquid: 
wastes have been poured into unlined seepage basins at SI". The 
latest government estimates for the cost of cleaning up all of the 
existing contamination at SRP are as high as $24 billion. 



The second cause for environmental concern at SRP h a s  been the 
frightening number of reactor problems in recent years. Since the 
1970’s officials at SRP have acknowledged about 200 safety 
problemsat theplant. Thequestionofwhetheror not we,as humans, 
are capable of safely operating a nuclear facility is one that has been 
seriously doubted in the case of the Savannah River Plant. At its 
construction in the early 1950’s’ SRP was made up of 5 nuclear 
reactors-3 operational reactors and 2 fue1 operation plants- and one 
heavy water producer. The plant was built by Du Pont attherequest 
of President Truman, and was operated by Du Pont until April 1. 
1989 when WestinghouseElectric Corporation tookover. Although 
operated by a private contractor, the facility is controlled by the 
Department of Energy (DOE). The only other weapons production 
plant in the U. S.  is in Hanford, Washington, but it is now closed 
down due to problems with the reactors. Two of the five original 
reactors at SRP have been shut down permanently. The remaining 
three were shut down in the spring of 1988 because of maintenance 
and operating problems. These problems include growing numbers 
of cracks in primary cooling system pipes, flaws in the emergency 
cooling systems and engineering deficiencies that made reactors 
vulnerable to serious earthquakes. In investigations following the 
Shutting down of the last reactor it was discovered that when the 
reactors were built in the .1950’s, Du Pont bought cracked pipes, 
repaired them with welds and then installed them in thereactors. In 
1960 a crack developed in a pipe that drained one of the reactors, 
leaking 100 gallons of high level wastes, The repair-of this leak 
failed in 1964 causing the shut down of the reactor. A similar 
problem occured in another SRP reactor in 1984 that led to its 
permanent shutdown, a yeat later. These studies also revealed that 
if the reactors were operating at full power and primary cooling 
systems failed, the emergency system might not be able to provide 
enough water to thereactor core to control heat and prevent a major 
meltdown. When the DOE was alerted in 1986, it immediately 
ordered that the reactors power be cut by 25%. Only months later 
the DOE again ordered the power to be cut to 50%. Eventually the 
last reactor was closed down in 1988. M E  officials claim that their 
reactors are fanless vulnerable to meltdowns than commercial 
reactors because the government reactors operatel at lower 
tepperatures and pressures, but even they admit that a large-scale 
meltdown at Savannah Fiver could spread radioac tive contamination 
over wide area of South Carolina. Prior to the shut down of the last 
reactors, Richard Starostecki, DOE’S top safety official said,“Let’s 

.. } *‘:L I 

Due to the wide range of problems that have occured at SRP 
production and theastronomicalcost of restarting the plant, it 
that the only sensible solution to this problem would be to 
these funds cleaning up the damage that has already been 
forget about trying EO reopen the plant. Unfortunately thi 
is far from popular with DOE officials, Westinghouse Electric, 
the people of Aiken that depend on this plant for their jobs. 
this loss of employment, why not give these people jobs clean 
the mess instead of creating more of one? 

We now have more than 23,000 nuclear warheads in our ars 
The question we must ask at this point is does the nationrealIy 
theplutoniqm the Savannah River Plant would produce if 
According to all estimates the United States is veritably s 
in plutonium. Plutonium decays so slowly that it can be 
from obsolete weapons, therefore adding to our already lar 
Thomas Ccchran, coauthor of the Nuclear Weapons D 
calculatesthatthenation currentlyhas90tonsofplutoniumstoc 
in weapons, 10 more tons in storage and an additional 1 
available scrap. Retiring about 500 warheads under 
agreement could supply 2 more tons; the START accord co 
yet another 15 tons6. This is by far enough plutonium to 
arsonal up to “necessary” levels, 

DOE officials concede that we can possibly do without 
plutonium production now, but say there is a real concern th 
nation’s supply oftritium will be lacking without the 
SRP. Tritium is like the icing on the nuclear cake. 
grams are added to each warhead but that small amou 
the bomb’s destructive power by several cities. The 
the current lack of tritium production is that tritium h 
halflife, which means that it decays very quickly an 
replaced every few years. Even without the production 
material though, 50 years from now we would still have 
tritium left for 1500 warheads’. 

The ultimate question in relation t“0 arms production is 
not there will be a need for suchexpensive, dangerous bo 
future. The whole concept of mass production of war 
in theunited States sprang upat the height of the cold 
a somewhat realistic need given the deterioration 
between theU.S. and the new world superpower, the Sovie 
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not kid oursqlves, we’re going to have more incidents. The real 
issue is training our people to cop? with them so that they can 
probably handle @em.” 

One major problem with th’e Tegulating of the safety of nuclear 
weapons facilities is that they are controlled by the DOE and the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commision has no jurisdiction overthem. This 
has resulted in the safety conditions for federal weapons production 
plants being considerably less than those for commercial power 
plants. One such example of this is the fact that although all, 
commercial reactors are required to be shielded by a containment 

This need dwindled some just prior to the Reagan adminis 
but was viewed by Reagan and his supporters as of 
importance. Whereas missile production had been cut 
Johnson administration, Reagan came into office and sp 
nuclear weapons complexes into a frenzy of production,. 
increased production, besides the obvious effect of making 
production necessary, had an unexpected side effect in that 
time of this increased production the Savannah River Plant 
already 30 years old, close to the predicted life expectanc 
nuclear plant. This increased strain caused it to crack at the 
thereby leading to the plant’s eventual shut down. 

dome, none of the government defense reactors were required to. 
Thisistrulyscaryconsidering thatbuildingbombstakesconsiderably Now the tables are turned a bit. Relations have greatly irn 
more energy than producing nuclear power, yet its resuictions are between the Soviet Union and the U.S. since Go 
:much morelax. Over 10% of all government high level waste tanks glastnost and perestroika have been implernente 
:have leaked in the past. the Soviet Union has been turned upside down wi 



f the Soviet bloc and now the possible secession of several Soviet 
The Soviet government is having enough 

ople, much less worrying about their nuclear 
f this into consideration, why is it that this 

ith maintaning the current over- . 

y the DOE has plans in the works to reopen the Savannah 
ant. In December, 1988 they released their "2010 Study" 

ggested the Department's direction for the next 20 years. It 
for the spending of $81 billiion over that period. Despite 
ates of over $150 billion needed for cleanup during the next 20 
years, the DOE only called for the expenditure of $29billion. 

study also c a k d  for $52 billion far modernizing of the existing 
ities andthebuildingofasrnanyasfivenewproductionreactors 

Iaserprocessipg facility. The.DOE plans on restarting the 
original fivereactors in October, 1990, and theconstruction 
one new reactor and the restarting of the existing four is 

be done? Besides keeping these hazardous existing 
ould pass The International Plutonium 
legislation, introduced in May 1989 in 

nding for the production of 
d uranium for nuclear weapons if the 

treaty to end production. 
it is highly unlikely that production 

Savannah River Plant will ever be run safely. 
to some of the aforementioned disposal methods 

ays to get rid of radioactive waste 
wer plants, but even if used in relation to nuclear 
re is still the problem of reactor malfunctions. This 

ower plant reactors, and has been 
sity of nuclear power is a whole 

erent argument. The necessity for bombs production plants is 
hiderably more questionable, It seems that our national security 

lld be better defended by trying to protect the health and 
gevity of our nations citizens, than by trying to protect the 
$ns ability to destroy itself and the planet. 

;tifind t~se'ajrociouspraEtices that are going on right "In Our 
f Yard'' disturbing, do something about it! Write to our state 
)iational Congressp&sons and express your outrage at the way 
@ch your tax dollars are being spent, and become active in any 
lber of environmental organizations that are working to keep 

'like Savannah River closedpermenantly, such as Greenpeace 
ion,EarthFirst!, and SanefFreezt.,For more information about 
4 organizations contact Suzanne Burnes at 881-6030 or come 
&@the Environmental Forynmeetingsatll :OOevery Thursday 
rkc thirdfloor of the Student *Center. 
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3 m6 Di Environmentalism 
by Dr. Clifford Bragdon 

As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of Earth Day, it is imperative 
we examine our earth as a three dimensional resource. Not only 
should we protect both the natural and social resources our 
environment must consider time and space are finite and non- 
renewable resources. 

Identification of problems and necessary solutions requires 
understanding these three dimensions that compose our life support 
system, the biosphere. Within this biosphere, the atmosphere, 
lithosphere, and hydrosphere do not represent separate functional 
layers, but rather one complex vertical and horizontal structure. 

For example, the hydrosphere covers two-thirds of the earth’s 
surface area. However, the horizontal area of the water surface 
portrays only a portion of the total system. Consider the Pacific 
Ocean. It has a surface area of 64,186,300 square miles, more than 
the total land area of all our continents. We needalso to examine its 
vertical dimension. Vertically the Pacific Ocean axerages 12,925 
feet, or 2.45 miles, When planning for water use development and 
the siting of amarina,including both thecommercial andrecreational 
boat population, more comprehensive questions need to be asked 
about how the hydrosphere can be used. What is the potential for 
subaquatic development, including fish farms and other submerged 
commercial and residential activities? Several more densely 
populated countries are beginning to develop three dimensional 
water master plans, which provide for assessing the positive and 
negative environmental impact of such proposed uses. 

The lithosphere’and its three dimensional potential are now being 
explored, in part because of land costs, which in downtown Tokyo, 
for example, can reacqup to $lO,OOO a square foot. Subterranean 
based cities supporting up to 500,000 persons are now being 
consideredat depths of 1,600 feetbelow theearth’s surfaceinJapan. 
These underground spaces for human habitation also require 
examining more complex transportation networks that must be 
environmentally compatible. The Wnited States is about a decade 
behind, or one oder  of magnitude if land costs are an indicator. In 
Los Angeles, these c?sts cmapproach $1,000 a square foot versus 
the $10,000 per square fdot in Tokyo. 

* 

Atmospheric developments that recognize air space as a real estate 
potential are also beginning to occur. Rooftop uses of space, such 
as areas over public rights-of-way including highways, are now 
being considered for commercial purposes. The Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority offers air use leases to developers for a variety 
of developments including neighborhood shopping centers, 
cont#wtion centers, hotels, etc. Regardless of the proposed use, all 
negative and positive environmental factors need to be clearly 
assessed before approval is granted. 

The built environment is taking on new meaning and dimensions, as 
traditional ways of examining space are no longer sufficient. 
Certainly the use of the phrase “land use planning” is no longer 

* 

applicable, and the concept of “space use planning” needs 
substituted. Furthermore, despite all the technological potenti 
society possesses, the basic inescapable fact remains. Time, 
and our naturalresources are finite. Technology cannot bring 
elasticity, consequently these resources must be carefully ma 
and planned for. 

Both the physical and social aspects of the environment ar 
challenged as the world becomes increasingly populat 
urbanized. As the U.S. population approaches 300,000,000 
on a Iand areaof 3,539,289 squaremiles that remains cons 
are potential impacts developing. Increasing population 
one by-product as society evolves. ’ 

Theresident population in this country has grown over one hu 
percent since 1800. Today there are 68.8 people for every s 
mile of land area, compared to 6.1 people in 1800. This is 
below the average density of the world, which registers 
square mile. Within North America, Mexico ranks first in 
(1 14 people/square mile), United States second, and Canad 
distant third (7 people/square mile). Duein part to their li 
area, the countries of Monaco and Singapore rank as the 
the world. Countries in the orient represent the second tier 
rapidly growing. 

Accompanying this population growth, there is a change i 
settlement patterns, which also has significant environm 
implications. Larger numbers of people are locating in s 
geographical areas, consequently the population distributio 
equal. More than three out of every four Americans live 
16.3% of the land. Clearly our cities and urbanized 
preferred by the population for a variety of reasons. Kowe 
increasingly dense settlement patterns, with the accomp 
transportation needs, are contrityting to many environm 
problems requiring certain regulations and controls. 

Population and environmental conditions of our cities must te 
in perspective with the rest of the world. Even though 
urban populations in North America with substantial dens 
population per square mile) such as Guaddajara (35,205), 
City (32,277). Monterrey (30,532), Toronto (19,299), 
(17,238), New York City (11,458), Los Angeles (8 
Francisco (8,855), Philadelphia (8,543, Chicago @,%I), 
(8,152), other world cities have significantly denser PO 
Along with a dense population are accompanying env 
impacts. Hong Kong outdistances all other cities with a 
per square mile of 270,750. In the case of Hong Kong, as 
other compact and dense cities, the resident populati 
onto the water for supporting their housing needs. 
housing census is difficult, the boat people of Hong K 
thesecraft as theirpermanent home numberapproxim 
Water and land are inextricably linked together, 
housing, transportation and sanitation all occur i 
geographical area of Hong Kong’s harbor. 

The ultimate sucCess in environmental planning for OUT KO 
and future Earth Days will be the careful planning of all s 
dimensionally, including land, air, and water surfaces. 
require the multiple use, mixed use, and adaptive reuse 
three dimensionally. 



by Thomas C. Hickman 

The Establishment parties ... behave as if an infinite 
increase in industrial production were possible on the 
finite planet Earth. According to their own statements, 

I they are leading us to a hopeless choice between the 
.’ nuclear state or nuclear war, between Harrisburg or 

Hiroshima. The worldwide ecological crisis worsens 
from day to day: natural resources become more scarce; 
chemical waste dumps are subjects of scandal afrer 
scandal: whole species of animals are exterminated; 
entire varieties of plants become extinct; rivers and 
oceans change slowly into sewers; and humans verge on 
spiritual and inrellectual decay in the midst of a mature, 
industrial consumer society. 

It is a total concept, as opposed to the one-dimensional, 
srill-more-production brand ofpolitics. Ourpoliciesare 
guided by long-term visions for the future and are 
founded on four basic principles: ecology, social 
responsibility, grassroots democracy, and non-violence. 

The above quotation is taken from the Federal Platform 
of die Grben: the Green Party of the West German 
Parliament. The party formed in the early 80’s as aloose 
coalition between several activist factihs. Its goal: to 
politically empowera faction of the population concerned 
with issues other than industrial growth, other than 

. increased militarization, other than thr: proliferation of 
nuclear power. The Greens consider themselves the 
political voice of the citizen’s movement. They embrace 
ecology, anti’:nuclearpower,pace, feminism ... InMarch 
of 1983, twenty-seven parliamentarians took their seats 
in the Bundestag- v e s t  German Parliament). When 

.’ elected, the:Greens insisted that they not be seated to the 
left of the liberal Social Democrats. They refused to be 
seated to, the right of the conservative Christian 
Democrats. They insisted that,they be seated in the 
center of the agembly hall. In calling for an ecological, 
non-violent, non-exploitive society, the Greens transcend 
the linear span of left to-iiglit. 

The Green Party is not an environmental party. It is not 
a “peace” party. It is much more that any one label can 
suggest. The Greens view politics as an extension of 

‘ 

their holistic philosophical view. As theirplatform says, 
they espouse the “four pillars”: ecology, social 
responsibility, grassroots democracy, and non-violence. 
Lofty goals, these; but the Greens are no ordinary 
politicians. The original 27 Greens elected in 1983 
ranged in age from twenty and forty-five. The Green 
Party is not run by lawyers. The original 27 came from 
very diverse backgrounds: teachers, social-workers, nuns, 
priests, writers, salesmen ... It is clear that Green Politics 
mnscends class structure. 

The Green Party started in West Germany, ostensibly as 
a response to post-holocaust industrial growth and this 
growth’s effect on the environment and the population. 
But these effects are not unique to West Germany. The 
concerns addressed by the Greens are global in scope. 

The Green Political Movement has become a global 
movement. In 1984, a Green Party was founded in the 
United States under the name of The Committee of 
Correspondence. The Committee’s basic political/ 
philosophical platform was set forth in a statement 
entided The Ten Key Values. These values areas follows: 
Ecological Wisdom, Grassroots Democracy, Personal 
and Social Responsibility, Nonviolence, 
Decentralization, 1 Community-based Economics, 
Postpatriarchal Values, Respect for Diversity, Global 
Responsibility, and Future Focus. 

A Green Party has been in existence in Atlanta for about 
a year, The Atlanta Greens, as they call themselves, 
follow The Ten Key Values listed above. There are 
currently about 170 people on their mailing list, and they 
are expanding rapidly. If the current trends in global 
politics alm you, if you we a pacifist, if you were at all 
moved by the events of Earth Day ‘90, then perhaps The 
Greens are for you. If you wish to read more about the 
Greens, check out Green Politics, The Global Promise, 
(Charlene Spretnak and Fritjof Capra, 1986). If you 
want to join the movement, or if you simply wish to talk 
with someone about the Greens,The Atlanta Greens may 
bereached through: Hugh ESCO, c/o429 Moreland Ave. 
Atlanta, GA 30307. Telephone:(404) 521-3731. 



The Green movement is more than a political ideology. Green values also invoke how we live every day, 15 
list is for those who have the "Green spirit" and would like to incorporate it further into dally Itving. 
1. Recycle paper, glass and metals 
2. Recycle motor oil, dispoge of hazardous wasie rcsponsibly 
3. Useclorhdiapus 
4. R e m  egg cartons and paper bags 
S. Avoid using styrofoam 
6. Avoid disposable plates, cups tk utensils 
7. Use tags instead of paper towels 
8. Use paper hags, not paper towels to drain gr~;rsc 
9. Give away ralhcr rhan dispose of unneeded items 
10. Use h e  back of discardable p a p  for scntch p a p  
11. Be rcsponsible and crC8tive wih leftover food ' 

12. Use the water from cooking vegetables LQ make soup 
13. Mend and rep& rather than discard and replacc 
14. Invest in well-made, functional clothing 
15. Buy bulk Q unpackaged arhcr than pachgcd goods 
16. Purchase $oods in reusable or rccyclnblt conmmcrs 
17. Buy organic, pcsricide-frce f& 
18. Avoid highly processed foods 
19. Eat foods from low on h e  food chain 
20. Compost your food S C ~ P S  
21. Grow yo& own food (even small kitchcn Eardens!) 
22, Volunteer m stan or help wilh a community garden 
2'3. Suppon local food co-ops 
24. Discgver where rhe food and goods you buy comc from 
25. Buy locally grown produce and olher foods 
26. iift g i u  OL steel cuukurm rather uian auminum 
27. Vo1Untcr:r to maintain local parks & wildcmcss 
28. Buy living Chrjsunas mcs 
29. Plant vccs in your community 
30. LcaA about chc plants & animals in your rcgion 
31. Discover your watershed & work IO pratcct i t  
32. Oppose tho use of roadside defolianrs in your artxi 
33. Usc non-dxic, b i o d c m b l e  soaps & clmnscrs 
34. Use non-toxic pcst control 
35. Don't buy products tested on animals 
36. Kcep haiardoG dhemjds in spillproof containers 
37. Put in a Waterconsewing shower head 
38. Take shoncr showcn 
39. Tun off the water while you brush your twth 
40. P u t  a water-conservation deviF in your mib r  
41. ham wheg your waste & sewage goes 
42. Learn where the energy for your home mmcs from 
43. Support your I@ g i t iy 's  consmarion program 
44. Hang your clolhes put to dry 
45. Be sure your home is appmpriarly insuhtcd 

.47. Heat your homc responsibly, wilh rcnewablc encgy 
48. Don't bum p e n  wood . 
49. Choose Ihc long-term investment of solar cncrgy 
50. Turn off lighu when nor in use 
51. Turn down your hot warn heam 
52. Lower your Lhcnnwtat & weat warmer clorhcs 
53. Buy cncrgy efficient elecaical appliances 

46. W a t h ~ ~ m l  FLU home r h o ~ ~ g h l y  

I 

54. Keep your car cngine well tuned 
55. Drive a luelcfficient car hat  uses unleaded gas 
56. Walk, bicycle, c~pool  or use public uanspomtion 
57. Shop by phone first, hen pick up your purchases 
58. Use rtchargablo batteries 
59. Rescarch socially-responsible investments 
64). Support local crcdit unions 
61. Suppon local shops & rcslaurants, not chains 
62. "Adopt a grandparent" frorh the'local scnior ccnm 
63. Voiuntccr to cwk for xnior citizcns 
64. Provide for chiliircn in need 
65. Hold a community potluck to mcct your neighbors 
66. Pick up liuer along highways & near your home 
67. Sponsor a clothcs swap 
68. Bccome involvcd wih community projccrs & cvenu 
69. Organize or participate in community sports 
70. Bc rcsponsiblc for the values you exprcss 
71. Pmicipate in sislcr city & cultural exchanges 
72. Eduwte yoursclf on global & "Third World  issucs 
73. hm about thc cultural diversity of your biorcgion 
74. Work for global pace  
75. h how your legislatom vote & Ict them know your Vie 
76, Be an active votcr and attend "Town Mectings" 
77, Vote for candidatcs who support Grecn values 
78. Become involvcd with your child's school 
79. Encourage your child's mural ralenu ana interests 
80. Organize or join a neighborhoad toy coop 

82. Tuch yotq chiidrcn ccoiogid wisdom 
83. Listcn to your childrcn's nceds & support rhck drcams ; 
84. Discourage Lhc usc of violcnt toys in your houschoid 
85, Communicatc opcnly wilfi y6ur fricnds & ceworkcrs 
86. Acknowledge sommnc who providcs quality scrvice> < '  

87. Work 10 undersmd pcoplc with differcnt views dc vdiuea ' 

88. Be conscious of thc suuggles of oppressed pcopie I + 
89. Unlearn cultural scxism and racism 
90. Acknowledgc the spirituality in yourself and in others 
91, Donate biobd if your health permits 
92, Explore ways to reduce Ihc s m  in your life 
93. Practice pevendve hcalh care 
94. Exercise nylarly and cat wisely 
95. Bring music & laughier inro your life . 

97; Practice responsiblc family planning 
98, Lmn Fint Aid and emcrgeacy proccdurts 
99. Tikc time 10 play, rclax and go into nature 

I 

81. Put toxic subsmccs out of reach of childrcn , , , ,  

%I Learn about thc mcdicauons you put into 


