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POSITIONING A COMPONENT IN AN ORIFICE
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TISSUE SUPPORT STRUCTURE

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This patent application claims the benefit of priority,
under 35 U.S.C. Section 119(e), to Timothy W. Olsen et al.,
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/264,081,
entitled “HELICAL TISSUE SUPPORT STRUCTURE,”
filed on Nov. 24, 2009, and is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) is a disease that
causes loss of vision due to deterioration of delicate photo-
receptors in a specialized region of the retina known as the
macula. The macula is a 1.5 mm region of the retina that has
the greatest density of cone photo-receptors in the eye.
Surgical correction of AMD involves reconnecting the
macula with the healthy choroid by means of a 3-port par
plana vitrectomy. The damaged tissue under the macula is
replaced with a healthy graft of retinal pigment epithelium
(RPE), Bruch’s membrane, and partial or full thickness
choroid. Unless the graft is supported during cutting and
translocation, the tissue can fold on itself and thus damage
the delicate cells of the RPE.

Current technology for performing macular translocation
is inadequate.

SUMMARY

An example of an apparatus suitable for translocating a
tissue graft includes a shape memory material. The shape
memory material, such as a metal alloy or a polymer, is
configured to transform from a first shape to a second shape
upon application of an external stimulus. The first shape can
include a substantially elongate segment resembling a sec-
tion of wire or ribbon. The second shape includes a first
structure connected to a second structure in an arrangement
that can be described as a helix. The term helix, in general,
refers to a continuous series of loops. As described else-
where in this document, the loops (or structures) of the
present subject matter can have various geometric forms or
sizes.

The first structure and the second structure (for example,
rings) of the second shape are substantially concentric and
have a pitch sufficiently small to exert a clamping or
compressive force on a membrane disposed between the
rings.

A variety of examples are contemplated. In one example,
an apparatus has a first shape at the time of insertion in the
orifice in the membrane and is configured to transform to a
second shape upon activation by an external stimulus. The
external stimulus can be provided by RF energy, bipolar
electrical energy, or by a laser. The second shape is config-
ured with rings that clamp together on opposing surfaces and
retain the membrane (or tissue) in a fixed alignment and
orientation.

In various examples, an apparatus is fabricated of material
that is responsive to temperature. One example includes a
polymer that has a transition temperature equal to approxi-
mately that of a human body. In this example, the apparatus
is placed in position through the orifice in the membrane
while at a different temperature (either above or below body
temperature) and the shape transforms to a helical configu-
ration shown in the figures when the temperature of the
apparatus reaches approximately body temperature.
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While retained by the clamping forces exerted by the
rings of the apparatus, a cut can be made in the membrane
in the region outside of the rings. The excised membrane can
then be manipulated using a forceps or other tool by grasp-
ing a feature formed in a portion of the apparatus.

In one example, the separate rings of an apparatus can be
connected with a hinge. The hinge, or other type of connec-
tion can be activated in a similar manner. Tissue clamping
can be facilitated by adherence of the tissue to the rings
using thermal energy, by using a clamping mechanical force,
or by using some combination of these forces. In addition,
the distal end of the rings (opposite the hinge or helical
connection) may also be formed in order to mechanically
clamp the tissues with a latch mechanism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, which are not necessarily drawn to scale,
like numerals may describe similar components in different
views. Like numerals having different letter suffixes may
represent different instances of similar components. The
drawings illustrate generally, by way of example, but not by
way of limitation, various embodiments discussed in the
present document.

FIG. 1 includes a partial sectional view of a system
according to one example.

FIG. 2 includes an isometric view of an apparatus accord-
ing to one example.

FIG. 3 includes an isometric view of an apparatus accord-
ing to one example.

FIGS. 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E, 4F, and 4G each include a
view of an apparatus according to various examples.

FIG. 5A includes a view of an apparatus according to one
example.

FIG. 5B includes a view of an apparatus according to one
example.

FIG. 6 includes a view of an apparatus according to one
example.

FIG. 7 includes a view of an apparatus according to one
example.

FIGS. 8 and 9 include flow charts for methods according
to one example.

FIGS. 10, 11, and 12 include views of an apparatus
according to one example.

FIGS. 13, 14, 15, and 16 include views of an apparatus
according to one example.

FIGS. 17 and 18 include views of an apparatus according
to one example.

FIG. 19 includes a flow chart for a method according to
one example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 includes a view of system 100 according to one
example. In the example shown, system 100 includes appa-
ratus 105A. The figure shows an edge view of membrane 90
and a partial section view of apparatus 105A. Apparatus
105A includes first structure 110A continuous with second
structure 120A and in the form of a helix. First structure
110A and second structure 120A, in this example, are
substantially circular rings concentric with the helix cen-
tered on axis 75A and aligned substantially perpendicularly
through the plane of the membrane 90 (shown on edge).

Membrane 90 can include tissue (such as live tissue or
donor tissue) and in one example, includes a lamination of
RPE, Bruch’s membrane, and choroid. Membrane 90 can
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also include artificially engineered tissue or a combination
of artificial and natural cellular material, including, for
example, stem cells or RPE.

First structure 110A and second structure 120A exert a
compressive, or clamping, force on opposing surfaces of
membrane 90, as shown by directional arrows 112 and 122,
also aligned parallel with axis 75A.

In the figure, apparatus 105A is shown affixed to mem-
brane 90 by bond 80. In one example, bond 80 represents
cauterized tissue joining membrane 90 and apparatus 105A.
In one example, bond 80 includes a biocompatible adhesive.
Other means of bonding apparatus 105A and membrane 90
are also contemplated. For example, radio frequency (RF)
energy can be applied to apparatus 105A in order to form a
bond with membrane 90. In addition, optical energy pro-
vided by a laser or other optical source can be used to form
bond 80.

Line 85, through membrane 90, represents a line of
separation between the portion of membrane 90 encircled by
first structure 110A and second structure 120A and the
portion external to first structure 110A and second structure
120A. The interior portion of the membrane can be excised
by cutting using, for example, a laser or other surgical tool.

In the figure, the rings of first structure 110A and second
structure 120A are shown to have substantially the same
diameter, however, in one example, the diameters differ.
FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of apparatus 105A and
depicts the generally uniform diameter of first structure
110A and second structure 120A.

Apparatus 105A can have a generally circular cross
section that remains uniform throughout the length of the
apparatus. The example shown includes a generally round
cross section. In one example, the first and second structure
are in the form of rings and the rings can be flattened or
formed over their circumference or at the ends in a manner
to reduce the cross sectional size and reduce bulk. The
rounded rectangular cross section can be formed by a die,
casting, machining, or by other fabrication technique. Other
cross sections are also contemplated. FIG. 2 illustrates end
130A having a flattened cross section.

FIG. 3 includes an isometric view of apparatus 105B
according to one example. In this example, apparatus 105B
includes feature 140A. Feature 140A, in the example shown,
includes a protuberance that is contiguous with first structure
110B and second structure 120B. Feature 140A can be used
to grasp and manipulate apparatus 105B.

FIG. 4A illustrates an example of apparatus 105C-1
having feature 140B. The view illustrated in FIG. 4A depicts
the semicircular configuration of feature 140B and the
relative diameters corresponding to first structure 110C and
feature 140B. FIG. 4A also depicts helix axis 75B as viewed
on end, and in this view, the plane of the paper represents the
plane of the membrane.

In the examples shown in FIGS. 4A-4G, the feature, in the
form of a protuberance, is configured to facilitate manipu-
lation of the apparatus. The protuberance can be tailored to
simplify manual tasks such as grasping, moving, and posi-
tioning using a forceps or other tool. Examples include a
triangle (as shown on apparatus 105C-2 in FIG. 4B), a
square (as shown on apparatus 105C-3 in FIG. 4C), a
keyhole-shape (as shown on apparatus 105C-4 in FIG. 4D),
or other shape.

Protuberance shape complexity can be balanced against
considerations of manufacturability. For example, a gener-
ally circular protuberance may be easier to manufacture and
less convenient to grasp while a large and complex shape
may be more difficult to manufacture but may be easier to
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manipulate. Furthermore, a low profile feature may be easier
to manipulate without damaging surrounding tissue.

As noted, FIGS. 4A-4D depict examples in which the
clamping force is exerted by a pair of structures that are
generally ring-like in configuration. For example, structure
110C (FIG. 4A) includes a nearly complete ring and is
continuous with a complementary ring-like structure that is
substantially hidden in this view. In addition to a ring, other
geometric forms are also possible.

FIGS. 4E-4G illustrate examples of shapes for the struc-
ture when viewed on an axis normal to the plane of the
membrane. FIG. 4E illustrates an example in which appa-
ratus 105C-5 is substantially oblong or oval in form. FIG. 4F
illustrates apparatus 105C-6 having a polygonal form. FIG.
4G illustrates an example of apparatus 105C-7 having a
square or, more generally, rectangular, form. Other shapes
are also contemplated, including a combination of curved,
straight, or oval segments.

A structure can have a form tailored to the shape of the
region of the macula. The shape of the structure can be
modified to accommodate the pathology. For example, a
particular geometric form can be selected to more closely
approximate an anatomical pathology. A non-circular shape
may reduce challenges associated with tissue clamping. In
addition, non-circular shapes may be easier to manufacture
as compared with a generally curved shape. The geometric
form of the structure may be closed or nearly closed.

In the example shown in FIG. 4G, the corners of the
rectangle are rounded and in the example shown in FIG. 4F,
the corners of the polygon are sharp. Any corner radius can
be used. Sharp corners may cause tissue damage during
insertion; however, corners may help increase out-of-plane
bending stiffness and thereby minimize deformation during
insertion under the tissue. A rounded corner may reduce the
incidence of tissue damage.

As noted elsewhere in this document, the apparatus illus-
trated in each of FIGS. 1, 2, 3, and 4A-4G can include a
shape memory material. A shape memory material can
include a metal alloy or a polymer that retains a memory of
a particular shape. Application of an external stimulus
triggers a transformation from a first shape to a second
shape. The shape memory material is biocompatible, and in
one example, the material is biodegradable.

A variety of shape memory materials are suitable for use
in the present subject matter. Examples of shape memory
alloys include copper-zinc-aluminum-nickel, copper-alumi-
num-nickel, and nickel-titanium (NiTi) alloys. In addition to
metal alloys, non-metal materials can also be used. For
example, a shape memory polymer (including a cross-linked
polymer) can be used in the present subject matter.

In addition to the shapes illustrated in each of FIGS. 1, 2,
3, and 4, the present subject matter also includes a mode in
which the apparatus shape can be described as substantially
elongate. FIG. 5A illustrates a view of an example of
apparatus 105D-1 having a substantially elongate segment.
In this example, apparatus 105D-1 is generally a straight
segment of wire or ribbon. Variations are also contemplated,
including an apparatus as illustrated and having an elongate
segment that can be gently curved or bent in which a region
near an apex is positioned, during a surgical procedure, to
align with the membrane. FIG. 5B illustrates an example of
apparatus 105D-2 having a ribbon-like cross section and
configured in a first shape. In this example, apparatus
105D-2 resembles a stretched segment of a helical spring
(such as a SLINKY brand toy) or an orange peeling. In this
example, apparatus 105D-2 can transform into a second
shape in which the flat sides of the ribbon are stacked in a
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helical coil with the rings having a radial thickness greater
than an axial thickness. Apparatus 105D-2 can be threaded
through an aperture in a membrane and upon delivery of an
external stimulation, the apparatus transforms to a second
shape in which a compressive force is exerted on the
membrane.

FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 depict an apparatus having a shape
suitable for exerting a compressive force on a membrane.
FIG. 6 includes a view of apparatus 105E according to one
example. In this example, apparatus 105E has a substantially
helical shape and includes feature 140C. Feature 140C has
an effective diameter that is generally smaller than a diam-
eter of the rings of first structure and the second structure.

Relative alignment between end 130B and end 130C is
shown in the figure according to one example, however, the
position and alignment of end 130B and end 130C can be
tailored for a particular application.

FIG. 7 includes a view of apparatus 105F according to one
example. The figure illustrates the relative alignment of ends
of the rings and illustrates feature 140D. In this example,
apparatus 105F is fabricated of shape memory material in
the form of a wire.

Apparatus 105F can be fabricated using a coil winder
having a diameter tailored to that of the rings of the first
structure and the second structure. A shim can be temporar-
ily inserted between fabrication of the first structure and
fabrication of the second structure in order to form feature
140D as shown.

When in the second shape, the location of feature 140D is
readily apparent. When in the first shape (that is, uncoiled or
substantially straight), it may be difficult to identify the
location of the unformed feature 140D. In one example, the
apparatus can include a mark to help identify the region at
which feature 140D will be formed. The marking can
include a surface mark, a color difference (a tattoo), a
coating, or other element to help distinguish the location of
unformed feature 140D. The mark can help a surgeon
visually determine the location at which to hold the appa-
ratus during surgery and prior to coiling (following appli-
cation of external stimulus).

Apparatus 105F, as shown in the figure, has a ring
diameter on the order of 3.5 mm to 5 mm, and is fabricated
of wire having a diameter of approximately 200 microns,
however smaller or larger dimensions are also contemplated.
For example, the wire can be formed in a manner similar to
a ribbon and have a flat surface of approximately 120
microns. In one example, a cross section of apparatus 105F
has rectangular dimensions in the range of 1:3 or 1:4. A wire
diameter or ribbon thickness can be selected to be suffi-
ciently thick to exert a meaningful clamping force on the
opposing surfaces of the membrane and sufficiently thin to
facilitate manipulating without endangering the membrane.

In one example, the apparatus has textured surfaces to
promote bonding with the membrane. The surface can be
textured using a mechanical micromachining (e.g., micro-
milled) operation or a die operation. In one example, the
texture is produced by forming using a uniaxial compression
process to produce a flat surface. FIG. 8 includes flow chart
800 corresponding to a method of forming a component,
according to one example. In this example, the component
(sometimes referred to herein as an apparatus) is formed of
shape memory material configured to transition from a first
shape to a second shape in response to application of an
external stimulus.

At 810, method 800, includes training a shape memory
material portion of the component to have a first shape
including a substantially elongate segment.
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At 820, method 800 includes training the shape memory
material to have a second shape including a helix having a
first ring and a second ring configured to exert a compressive
force on a membrane interleaved between the first ring and
the second ring and lying in a plane substantially perpen-
dicular to an axis of the helix.

At 830, method 800 includes configuring the shape
memory material to transition between the first shape and
the second shape based on an external stimulus.

Training the shape memory material can include heating
or cooling the material to a predetermined temperature while
forming the material. The material can include a wire
formed of shape memory polymer or a shape memory alloy
and training can include forming the wire. The wire can be
trained by means of a die, a mold, or other tooling config-
ured to provide a predetermined shape. In this manner, the
material is formed with a particular micro structure that is set
into memory of the component. An external stimulus can be
used to transition between the first shape and the second
shape.

In one example, training the shape memory material
includes forming a protuberance in the component. The
protuberance can be a feature formed in the second shape.

FIG. 9 includes flow chart 900 corresponding to a method
of using a component, according to one example. In this
example, the component (sometimes referred to herein as an
apparatus) is formed of shape memory material configured
to transition from a first shape to a second shape in response
to application of an external stimulus.

At 910, method 900 includes positioning the component
in an orifice of a membrane. The component includes a
shape memory material having a first shape that includes a
substantially elongate segment and a second shape that
includes a helix having a first ring and a second ring and is
configured to exert a compressive force on the membrane.
The membrane is interleaved between the first ring and the
second ring and lies in a plane substantially perpendicular to
an axis of the helix.

At 920, method 900 includes applying an external stimu-
lus to transform the shape memory material from the first
shape to the second shape. Applying the external stimulus
can include applying thermal energy to raise or lower the
temperature of the component. In one example, the external
stimulus includes an electric field. In addition, the external
stimulus can include a magnetic field. Light, such as that
provided by a laser or other optical source, can also be used
to trigger the transformation. In one example, a predeter-
mined pH level serves as the trigger.

Variations are also contemplated. For example, method
900 can include forming the orifice in the membrane. The
orifice can be formed using a laser or a surgical cutting tool.
The membrane can include tissue. The tissue can include at
least one layer of RPE, Bruch’s membrane, or choroid. For
example, the tissue can include a layer of RPE and Bruch’s
membrane.

In one example, a bond is formed between the membrane
and the component. The bond can be formed using a laser or
formed by application of radio frequency energy using a
probe. The probe can be monopolar or bipolar. In one
example, bonding includes applying an adhesive at the
interface of the component and the membrane.

Following formation of the bond, one example includes
excising a portion of the membrane. In FIG. 1, line 85
depicts an example of a cut line. In the figure, cut line 85 is
located beyond the periphery of the first structure 110A and
the second structure 120A. The cut line encircles at least one
of the first structure or the second structure. The separated
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tissue is held between the first structure 110A and second
structure 120 A by the compressive forces denoted by arrows
112 and 122.

A tool can be used to grasp the protuberance or other
feature. For example, the jaws of a forceps can be used to
grasp the feature and thereby manipulate the excised mem-
brane. In addition to a forceps, other hand-operated tools can
be used to manipulate the component, and therefore the
excised membrane.

Additional Examples

The first structure and the second structure can include
rings having a diameter (when viewed in a direction parallel
with the axis of the helix) that is substantially matched or
have diameters that differ. For example, the RPE is particu-
larly sensitive to damage and thus, a ring disposed on the
surface of the RPE can be configured to be larger than a ring
on the opposite side of the membrane.

In one example, the first structure and the second structure
are coated with a drug or other substance. For example, the
structures can be coated with a bonding agent to facilitate
affixation of the apparatus on the membrane.

The apparatus can be fabricated using material having a
wire-like form. In one example, the material has a uniform
cross-section such as a circle, oval, or rectangular shape
throughout the length of the material. Other geometric
shapes can also be used. In addition, the material can have
a flattened surface or faceted surface that facilitates bonding
to the membrane.

In addition, the apparatus can have a cross-sectional shape
in one portion that differs from a cross-sectional shape of a
second portion distributed along the length of the apparatus
(in the first shape).

In one example, a physician can form an orifice in the
membrane using a cutting tool. The apparatus, while in the
first shape, is inserted in the orifice and held in position with
an alignment that passes through the membrane. Upon
application of an external stimulus (such as thermal energy
provided by the body temperature), the apparatus undergoes
a transformation from the first shape to a second shape. For
example, the first shape can correspond to a straight segment
of wire and the second shape can correspond to a helical
structure akin to that of a coil spring. In the second shape,
adjacent loops of the apparatus are formed on opposing sides
of the membrane. The helical-shaped apparatus has a suffi-
ciently small winding pitch to exert a clamping force on the
membrane disposed between the adjacent loops. While the
membrane is held between the adjacent loops of the helical
structure, the physician can make a circular cut about the
periphery of the loops and excise the clamped membrane
from the surrounding membrane. The clamping force is
tailored to retain the excised membrane in fixed alignment
and to prevent damage that might be caused by abrasion of
a surface of the membrane.

The physician can manipulate the membrane by using a
forceps to grasp a feature of the apparatus. The feature can
include a protuberance formed in a contiguous segment of
the apparatus between the first structure and the second
structure.

FIGS. 10, 11, and 12 include views of apparatus 105G.
Apparatus 105G is fabricated of formed sheet material and
thus, has a flattened cross section. For example, apparatus
105G can be fabricated of a foil by laser cutting, etching,
stamping, or can be fabricated by a semiconductor fabrica-
tion process. A foil provides a good surface area for con-
tacting and bonding with the tissue site. Sharp edges result-
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ing from fabrication can be rounded or radiused to reduce
the danger of damaging the tissue.

Apparatus 105G includes rings 205 coupled by link 210.
Link 210 can include a hinge or a folded portion of the sheet
material or it can be formed of a different material and
affixed to rings 205. FIGS. 10, 11, and 12 illustrate a
perspective view, a planform view, and an elevation view of
apparatus 105G.

In one example, apparatus 105G is fabricated of a shape
memory material which can include a shape memory metal
(or an alloy of metal, such as nitinol), a polymer, or other
material. When activated by an external stimulus, the device
can be configured to transform from a first configuration,
generally open configuration to a second, generally closed
configuration. According to one example, a clamping pres-
sure is exerted on the membrane when apparatus 105G is in
the second configuration.

Apparatus 105G can be fabricated of a material having
sufficient flexibility and elasticity to allow the material to be
rolled into the form of a tube to facilitate insertion in an eye
through a small orifice or aperture in the tissue. Following
insertion in the eye, the rolled apparatus 105G can be
unfurled and thereafter activated to transform into a con-
figuration shown in FIG. 10 or FIG. 12.

FIGS. 13, 14, 15, and 16 illustrate views of apparatus
105H. Apparatus 105H includes rings 205 joined by link 210
as described elsewhere in this document. In addition, appa-
ratus 105H includes latch 220. Latch 220 is formed at a
position on ring 205 spaced apart from link 210. Latch 220
can include a feature formed on one ring 205 and configured
to engage a second ring 205.

Latch 220, in the example shown, includes a shape
memory material and an example of an initial configuration
is illustrated in FIG. 15. In the initial configuration, rings
205 can be drawn together to a position that exerts a
clamping force on the membrane (not shown). Upon acti-
vation by an external stimulus, latch 220 transforms to a
second configuration in which rings 205 are retained in a
clamped configuration. FIG. 16 illustrates an example in
which latch 220 has transformed to a second configuration
and rings 205 are retained in a clamped configuration by the
combination of link 210 and latch 220.

A variety of materials can be used for fabricating an
example of the present subject matter. For example, the
material used for fabrication of rings 205, link 210, and latch
220 can be of the same material or of different material. In
particular, rings 205, link 210, and latch 220 can all be
fabricated of the same material or in another example, link
210 and latch 220 can be fabricated of a shape memory
material and rings 205 can be fabricated of a different
material.

FIG. 17 illustrates a planform view of apparatus 105] and
FIG. 18 illustrates an elevation view, according to one
example. In the figures, apparatus 105J includes link 210
and three instances of latch 215. Latch 215, in this example,
includes a hook feature affixed to a first ring and is config-
ured to engage a corresponding feature of a second ring. In
various example, a greater or fewer number of instances of
latch 215 are contemplated.

FIG. 17 illustrates gap 230 in a ring of apparatus 105J.
Apparatus 105] can be manipulated into an eye by position-
ing gap 230 in an aperture formed in the eye. Gap 230
represents a discontinuity in ring 205 and allows the adja-
cent ring ends to be split or separated in a manner to allow
apparatus 105] to be threaded through the aperture and into
the interior of the eye. Gap 230 is shown as a generally radial
void in ring 205, however, other arrangements are also



US 9,539,082 B2

9

contemplated including a bias cut or angular cut. Gap 230
has sufficiently small circumferential dimensions that it does
not impair the bonding of apparatus 105J with the mem-
brane. In the various examples, the ring structure of the
apparatus is sufficiently closed such tissue is securely
retained and not distorted upon excision.

FIG. 18 illustrates features 225 which represents a texture
on the facing surfaces of rings 205. Features 225 can be in
the form of individual bumps, ridges, or rings (e.g., concen-
tric rings) that may improve tissue retention and reduce
tissue contraction.

The present subject matter can be used for a surgical
procedure, an example of which is illustrated in FIG. 19.
FIG. 19 depicts method 1900 for using an apparatus, such as
apparatus 105J having rings coupled by a link. At 1910, a
device (apparatus) is placed into the interior region of an
eye. The device can be manipulated into the eye by means
of'a gap in a ring or by rolling the device into a tubular form
and inserting into an aperture of the eye. At 1920, the device
is transformed from a first configuration into a second
configuration, here referred to as a placement configuration.
At the time of insertion, if the device is rolled into a tubular
form, then transformation to a placement configuration can
include unfurling and folding into a configuration as shown
in FIG. 10. In one example, transforming can include
activating a shape memory material (such as link 210) using
an external stimulus. At 1930, the device is positioned at a
tissue site in preparation for excision. This can include
manipulating the device through an incision or aperture
adjacent a target site in the membrane. In various examples,
this can also include aligning the rings of the device with the
target and aligning a latch feature with corresponding aper-
tures in the membrane. At 1940, the device is bonded to the
tissue site of the membrane. This can include activating a
shape memory material in a manner that exerts a physical
clamping force on the membrane. In addition, bonding can
include cauterizing or otherwise forming a bond (such as
with an adhesive) between the device and the membrane.
Bonding can also include engaging a textured surface of a
device with the membrane. At 1950, the tissue can be
excised by laser or surgical methods.

Additional Notes

The above detailed description includes references to the
accompanying drawings, which form a part of the detailed
description. The drawings show, by way of illustration,
specific embodiments in which the invention can be prac-
ticed. These embodiments are also referred to herein as
“examples.” Such examples can include elements in addi-
tion to those shown or described. However, the present
inventors also contemplate examples in which only those
elements shown or described are provided. Moreover, the
present inventors also contemplate examples using any
combination or permutation of those elements shown or
described (or one or more aspects thereof), either with
respect to a particular example (or one or more aspects
thereof), or with respect to other examples (or one or more
aspects thereof) shown or described herein.

All publications, patents, and patent documents referred
to in this document are incorporated by reference herein in
their entirety, as though individually incorporated by refer-
ence. In the event of inconsistent usages between this
document and those documents so incorporated by refer-
ence, the usage in the incorporated reference(s) should be
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considered supplementary to that of this document; for
irreconcilable inconsistencies, the usage in this document
controls.

In this document, the terms “a” or “an” are used, as is
common in patent documents, to include one or more than
one, independent of any other instances or usages of “at least
one” or “one or more.” In this document, the term “or” is
used to refer to a nonexclusive or, such that “A or B”
includes “A but not B,” “B but not A,” and “A and B,” unless
otherwise indicated. In the appended claims, the terms
“including” and “in which” are used as the plain-English
equivalents of the respective terms “comprising” and
“wherein.” Also, in the following claims, the terms “includ-
ing” and “comprising” are open-ended, that is, a system,
device, article, or process that includes elements in addition
to those listed after such a term in a claim are still deemed
to fall within the scope of that claim. Moreover, in the
following claims, the terms “first,” “second,” and “third,”
etc. are used merely as labels, and are not intended to impose
numerical requirements on their objects.

The above description is intended to be illustrative, and
not restrictive. For example, the above-described examples
(or one or more aspects thereof) may be used in combination
with each other. Other embodiments can be used, such as by
one of ordinary skill in the art upon reviewing the above
description. The Abstract is provided to comply with 37
C.FR. §1.72(b), to allow the reader to quickly ascertain the
nature of the technical disclosure. It is submitted with the
understanding that it will not be used to interpret or limit the
scope or meaning of the claims. Also, in the above Detailed
Description, various features may be grouped together to
streamline the disclosure. This should not be interpreted as
intending that an unclaimed disclosed feature is essential to
any claim. Rather, inventive subject matter may lie in less
than all features of a particular disclosed embodiment. Thus,
the following claims are hereby incorporated into the
Detailed Description, with each claim standing on its own as
a separate embodiment. The scope of the invention should
be determined with reference to the appended claims, along
with the full scope of equivalents to which such claims are
entitled.

The claimed invention is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

a component including:

a first structure including a distinct geometric shape;

a second structure including a distinct geometric shape
opposing the first structure; and

a link disposed between the first structure and the
second structure, the link being a hinge or folded
portion of a material;

wherein the component is configured to transform

between a first configuration and a second configura-
tion;

wherein the first configuration includes the component

being rolled so to have a tube-like shape and the second
configuration includes the component being unfurled;
and

wherein in the second configuration, the component is

configured to exert a compressive force on a membrane
interleaved between the first structure and the second
structure.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

each of the first structure and the second structure

includes a textured surface configured to bond to the
membrane.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the textured surface
includes a plurality of bumps, ridges or rings.



US 9,539,082 B2

11

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the distinct geometric shape of the first structure and the
distinct geometric shape of the second structure are
substantially similar.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the link is configured
to cause the component to transform between the first
configuration and the second configuration when activated
by an external stimulus.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the external stimulus
includes at least one of thermal energy, an electric field, a
magnetic field, a light, or a pH level.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the component
includes a latch disposed on the first structure and spaced
apart from the link, the latch being configured to engage the
second structure.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the first structure and the second structure includes a

shape memory material; and

the material of the link is the shape memory material.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the material includes
at least one of a metal alloy or a polymer.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the geometric shape
includes at least one of a circle, a square, a rectangle, an
ellipse, an oblong, or a polygon.

11. An apparatus, comprising:

a component including a shape memory material, the

component including:

a first structure being a flattened ring;

a second structure being a flattened ring and opposing
the first structure;

a link coupled to the first structure and the second
structure, the link being a hinge or folded portion of
the material; and
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a latch disposed on the first structure and spaced apart
from the link, the latch being configured to engage
the second structure;

wherein:

the first structure and the second structure are config-
ured to be in a clamping configuration;

in the clamping configuration, the first structure and the
second structure are configured to exert a compres-
sive force on a membrane interleaved between the
first structure and the second structure and lying in a
plane substantially parallel to the first structure and
second structure; and

the latch is configured to retain the clamping configu-
ration.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein each of the first
structure and the second structure includes a textured surface
configured to bond to the membrane.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the textured
surface includes a plurality of bumps, ridges or rings.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein:

the component is configured to transform between the

clamping configuration and a configuration in which

the first structure and the second structure are retained
by the latch when activated by an external stimulus, and
the external stimulus includes at least one of thermal

energy, an electric field, a magnetic field, a light, or a

pH level.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the shape memory
material includes at least one of a metal alloy or a polymer.
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