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 ASK AWAY

JOHN TOON
RESEARCH NEWS & PUBLICATIONS

The U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security 
Science and Technology 
Directorate has named the 
Georgia Tech Research 
Institute (GTRI) to lead 
implementation efforts for 
the five-year, $10 million 
Homeland Open Security 
Technology (HOST) pro-
gram.  

The HOST program will inves-
tigate open source and open 
cyber security methods, models 
and technologies, and identify 
viable and sustainable approaches that support national cyber 
security objectives.

“The strategic objective of the HOST program is to lead efforts 
of discovery and collaboration, seeding development in open 
source software and practices that produce a measurable impact 

GTRI Leads $10 Million  
Open Source Initiative

Why are the 
neon signs in 
Junior’s still on? 
Isn’t this a waste 
of electricity?

A few weeks ago, The 
Whistle contacted Rich 
Steele, acting executive 
director for Auxiliary 
Services, with these ques-
tions. “We totally agree 
that this is a waste of 
electricity,” he said. “The 
signs may be direct wired 
and likely require a circuit 
breaker be located and 
turned off.” We followed 
up with Steele this week 
and learned that the lights 
are now off.                     

If you have a Tech-related  
question that you’d like 
answered, email it to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

??

AMELIA PAVLIK
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

Get ready to enjoy everything from wings to spe-
cialty pastas — without ever leaving campus.  

The North Avenue Dining Hall will host “soft” openings 
during lunch on June 20, 22 and 23, and on July 11 through 
15, in preparation for its August 31 grand opening. 

“Because this is the first dining hall to open on campus in 83 
years, we want to share this historic moment with our campus 
community,” said Todd Schram, general manager of Georgia 
Tech Dining Services. “This dining hall will be a great place for 

North Avenue 
Dining Hall Hosts 
Sneak Peeks 

HOST, continued on page 2

 USG NEWS

Tech Generates  
Highest Economic 
Impact in System 

A newly released report 
indicates that Georgia Tech 
made a $2.15 billion eco-
nomic impact during fiscal 
year 2010, the highest of any 
institution in the University 
System of Georgia.Visit the 
following website for the full 
report:              

http://tinyurl.com/62d3e8g

DINING, continued on page 2

CAMPUS NEWS

Find Summer Camp 
Information Online

If you’ve been meaning to 
take a look at the summer 
camp database, don’t miss 
your chance. It will be avail-
able to Tech employees until 
June 15.  

http://tinyurl.com/3w9qrm3

Joshua Davis of GTRI will serve 
as principal investigator for 
the Homeland Open Security 
Technology program. 
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Register 
for Parking Permits 

Online registration for 
Georgia Tech parking per-
mits closes June 15. For 
more information, go to              

www.parking.gatech.edu

BARBARA CHRISTOPHER
SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL  
& SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 

Following a national search, Jane 
Chumley Ammons has been named 
the chair of the H. Milton Stewart 
School of Industrial and Systems 
Engineering (ISyE) effective July 1. 

Ammons is 
the first woman 
to be named a 
school chair in 
the College of 
Engineering. 
She is also the 
first woman to 
receive a PhD 
from  ISyE, in 
1982, and the 
first woman 

faculty member in the school.
“Dr. Ammons brings with her a superb 

track record as a researcher, advisor and 

recognized leader in the field of industrial 
engineering. She brings with her a vision to 
lead the School of Industrial and Systems 
Engineering to higher levels of excellence 
within a multidisciplinary and high-tech-
nology environment,” said Don P. Giddens, 
dean of the College of Engineering. “Dr. 
Ammons is a well-rounded educator and 
administrator, and we look forward to the 
development of new curriculum, service 
and research endeavors.”

Ammons currently holds the rank of 
professor and also has served as associate 
dean for faculty affairs in the College of 
Engineering since 2004. 

She is the author or co-author of more 
than 100 refereed and technical publica-
tions in the area of manufacturing systems 
and supply chain engineering with a special 
interest in developing closed-loop, environ-
mentally sustainable systems. 

Ammons has served in several school, 
college and Institute capacities, including 
as the National Science Foundation (NSF) 
ADVANCE professor of engineering from 

2002 to 2005. 
In addition to her research and insti-

tutional service activities, Ammons has 
been active in professional service beyond 
Georgia Tech. 

Ammons is a past president of the 
Institute of Industrial Engineers and has 
chaired the NSF Engineering Advisory 
Committee. 

She is a member of the Technical 
Committee for the Uganda: Millennium 
Science Initiative Project, co-financed by 
the World Bank, and serves as a program 
evaluator for ABET Inc., the engineering 
education accreditation organization.

At Georgia Tech, Ammons has been hon-
ored with eight teaching/faculty awards at 
the school and university levels. 

In addition to her academic experience, 
Ammons has worked as a plant engineer 
for an industrial manufacturer and is a reg-
istered professional engineer in the state of 
Georgia.

     www.isye.gatech.edu

First Woman Chair Named in Engineering

Jane Ammons
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The North Avenue Dining Hall will feature a variety of stations 
including a create-your-own stir-fry area. 
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Georgia Tech is a unit of the University System          
of Georgia.

Georgia Tech 
Communications & Marketing
Wardlaw Center
177 North Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0181

WhistleTHE

Georgia Tech’s 
Faculty/Staff Newspaper

Events continue on page 3

HOST, continued from page 1

ARTS & 
CULTURE

June 15
Flicks on 5th, Tech’s own film 
series, shows movies at sundown 
on Wednesday evenings throughout 
the summer, rain or shine. Movies 
are shown on Fifth Street between 
Williams and Spring Streets. The 
series kicks off with “Hall Pass.” The 
next film, which will be shown on June 
22, will be “The Adjustment Bureau.”   
http://tinyurl.com/3busq7h

Through 
Summer Semester
The Robert C. Williams Paper Museum 
is pleased to present a student- 
researched and designed exhibition 
that focuses on the explorations of 
papermaker Dard Hunter. The exhibit 
is free and open to the public.  
www.ipst.gatech.edu/amp

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

June 14
Environmental Health and Safety will 
offer a defensive driving class from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Piedmont 
Room, Student Center Commons. 
Register at 
www.orgdev.gatech.edu/training

June 16
An introduction to information secu-
rity at Georgia Tech will be held from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. in room 308, Savant 
Building. Register at 
www.orgdev.gatech.edu/training

June 28
The library will offer training on 
Dreamweaver CS5 basics from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. in the Homer Rice Center. 
In this workshop, students will learn 
about the software interface and dis-
cuss basic features, including a brief 
overview of HTML/CSS basics and 
their role in this latest version. 
www.library.gatech.edu

June 29
The library will offer training on 
Photoshop basics from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
in the Homer Rice Center. In this 
workshop, students will experiment 
with various Photoshop tools and 
cover things such as liquify, blending 
images using layer mask, examples 
of portrait retouching and adjusting 
image brightness/contrast.
www.library.gatech.edu

July 12
The library will offer training on 
InDesign CS5 basics from 3 to 4:30 
p.m. in the Homer Rice Center. In this 
workshop, students will create a basic 
business card or brochure as they 
learn about the software.
www.library.gatech.edu

faculty and staff to gather for lunch meetings and enjoy daily changing 
menu options that won’t be available elsewhere on campus.”

Starting in the fall semester, the all-you-care-to-eat menu items   
will feature vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options. Diners will 
find deli, grill, Italian, wok, Pho (pronounced “fuh,” pho is a type of 
Vietnamese noodle dish), salad bar and international cuisine selec-
tions daily, and the menus at each food station will be on a four-week 
rotation.

In addition to serving more local and organic food, the building 
aspires to be Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Gold certified. LEED is an internationally recognized green building 
certification system. 

Some of the hall’s environmentally friendly points of pride include 
using repurposed materials in the building and minimizing waste and 
use of other resources.

Another reason to stop in and visit the new dining hall is that 
Dining Services will be offering two-for-one meal coupons during 
June and July, Schram added. 

Also, employees who participate in the Faculty/Staff 200 Meal Plan 
will always get an additional 10 percent off on meals at this location 
and the other two campus dining halls. 

Faculty and staff can purchase the faculty/staff meal plan for $200 
and receive $236 of GT Dining Cash in return. The meal plan is valid 
for one semester and can be used at any GT Dining location. 

The North Avenue facility will be cash-free and will only accept 
BuzzFunds, debit cards, major credit cards and meal plans. 

                       www.gatechdining.com

Georgia Tech Revises Its Visual Identity 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

If you are responsible for designing anything that fea-
tures the Georgia Tech logo, a few changes are coming 
your way. As part of a larger brand initiative, a revised 
visual identity system is being introduced this summer.       

“Our brand is one of our most important assets and is what distin-
guishes us from other institutions,” said Michael Warden, vice presi-
dent of Communications and Marketing. “Although the Georgia Tech 
brand is comprised of numerous elements including values, position-
ing and key messaging, visual identity is perhaps one of the most 
important components, which is why we’ve made revising the visual 
identity guidelines a priority.” 

Over the past few years, Communications and Marketing has spear-
headed an effort, which has included representatives from across cam-
pus, to refine these guidelines, as it has formally defined the Institute’s 
brand. 

“Through surveys, focus groups and many discussions, 
Communications and Marketing assessed what aspects of the current 
visual identity system were working and what could be improved,” 
said Katie Taylor, director of marketing communications. “For exam-
ple, some slight modifications to the current Institute logo have been 
made, most notably the campanile icon has been shortened and the 
lines bolded a bit to increase legibility.”

Some of the goals of the revised guidelines are to allow more flex-
ibility within the current system and increase consistency in how the 
Georgia Tech brand is visually showcased, Taylor added. 

Educational sessions will be offered June 30 and July 14, 21 and 28 
for those who work with the visual identity system, and revised visual 
identity guidelines will be available in July on the Communications 
and Marketing website. In the fall, a comprehensive brand resource 

manual will also be available online. 
If you have any questions about the revised visual identity and how 

it may affect your unit’s communications, contact Taylor at  
katherine.taylor@comm.gatech.edu.

                      www.gatech.edu/comm

Updated dimensions for the Georgia Tech logo are one of the visual 
identity revisions that are being introduced this summer.

DINING, continued from page 1

for government cyber security systems,” said Joshua Davis, associate 
division head at GTRI’s Cyber Technology and Information Security 
Laboratory and principal investigator for the HOST program. “The 
collaborative nature of open source and open technologies provides 
unique technical and economic value and opportunities for govern-
ment users.”

Open technologies are not a panacea for all challenges, Davis 
added. HOST will reach out to government, industry, academic and 
open source community representatives to learn where and how 
open technologies have been successfully adopted within public and 
private systems and where the challenges still remain.

“As we go, we are sharing this information across government 
agencies and helping to build networks of users, service and support 
providers and policy influencers, and providing a venue to enable 
them to discuss, share and learn from collective experiences,” Davis 
said. “The collective is what gives open source its strength. We are 
simply applying this successful strategy to address government cyber 
security challenges.”

GTRI is leading HOST efforts in conjunction with the Open 
Technology Research Consortium, a collaborative network of leading 
academic research institutions, industry partners and open source 
community organizations that work to promote the advancement of 
open source software adoption within government agencies. 

Additional information about HOST will be made available 
through the HOST website (www.cyber.st.dhs.gov/host). Also, a pub-
licly accessible informational portal will be launched this summer.                     

                          www.gtri.gatech.edu  
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AUTOMOBILES/
MOTORCYCLES

2000 black Honda Civic EX, one owner, 
136,000+ miles, manual, 4 dr., sunroof, 
cruise control, CD/tape player. Well 
maintained. Some scratches. Blue Book 
value $5,105. Asking $4,600. Call 404-
909-2790.

REAL ESTATE/
ROOMMATES

Apartment w/ large master BR, free 
Internet, walk-in closet, private bath 
and hardwoods. Kitchen w/ new 
appliances, island. Patio/deck, park-
ing, gated. Washer/dryer. $675/mo. 
West Midtown. 713-560-7460.

2005-built 3BR/large bonus room/2.5 
BA/2,543 sq. ft. house on cul-de-sac 
in quiet neighborhood for only $139K. 
Hardwoods plus neutral plush carpet; 
privacy-fenced backyard; vaulted living 
and dining rooms; master and laundry 
on main. Only 17 miles from Tech off 
I-20. Enter MLS# 4152742 on realtor.
com or call 678-504-1566 to view.

9.7 acres in Chattooga County, 
Summerville, corner lot, double-paved 
road frontage, level lot, mostly wooded, 
some openings. Will divide, owner 
finance available. $4,000/acre. 770-386-
3181.

Newly renovated 4BR/2.5BA home.  
Located in Snellville’s sought-after 
Brookwood cluster. Close to schools, 
shopping and highway. Appliances 
included; large backyard and hardwood 
floors. Only $1,350/mo. Call 718-791-
6799. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifieds continue on page 4
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EVENTS

For a more comprehensive listing of 
events updated daily, visit  
www.gatech.edu/calendar.

MISCELLANEOUS

June 15
A G.I.T. FIT fitness center orientation 
will be held at the Campus Recreation 
Center (CRC) at noon. You must be a 
member of the CRC to participate in 
G.I.T. FIT classes.  
www.crc.gatech.edu

June 24
Come purchase local/organic food 
from a variety of vendors at the next 
campus farmers market, which will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Student Center Ballroom.   
http://tinyurl.com/3n76gfc

July 22
July 22 is the deadline to sub-
mit papers to the Fifth IEEE/
ACM International Conference on 
Information and Communication 
Technologies and Development. The 
conference will be held March 12-16, 
2012. 
http://ictd2012.org

CRC Clinics Teach Exercise Techniques

Taking Email Etiquette to the Next Level 
LIZ KLIPP 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

When working with others in the office, most know 
it is better to approach a colleague who is relaxed and 
drinking a cup of coffee versus a frazzled co-worker bur-
ied under a pile of paperwork.     

Unfortunately, email doesn’t offer users the same social cues — 
until now.

Assistant Professor of Computing Eric Gilbert has developed soft-
ware called courteous.ly, a service that shows current user email loads 
in real-time.  

“I think we’re really good at the etiquette part when we have the 
cues that allow us to be polite,” said Gilbert, a faculty member in the 
School of Interactive Computing. “Courteous.ly helps manage expec-
tations and lets people choose to send mail when it’s best for you.”

Available for download, courteous.ly currently works with Google-
based email, such as Gmail, which is used by 160 million people 
worldwide. Roughly 3 million businesses also use Google-hosted mail. 
Signing up for courteous.ly is as easy as entering your email address 
and verifying a few links. 

Once courteous.ly has access to a Gmail account, it periodically 
checks the user’s email load based on specific measurement parame-
ters chosen by the user — unread messages and total number of mes-
sages in your inbox, or how much mail you’ve recently sent. 

After an initial 12-hour analysis, courteous.ly determines the user’s 
email habits and what constitutes “light,” “normal” or “high” email 
amount. It then updates the user’s status of email volume level every 
10 minutes, which is reflected in an individualized courteous.ly link.

The primary way to distribute a courteous.ly link is through the 
user’s email signature. To see how busy a user is, an individual look-
ing to send an email would just need to click on the courteous.ly link 
— but even this extra step may go away in future iterations. 

For employees or individuals with high daily levels of incoming 
email, this tool provides another level of email management. 

For marketers and others trying to get the attention of a particular 
email user, courteous.ly pinpoints the most opportune times to send 
an email, affording the best chance of cutting through the clutter and 

having an email read.
In the future, Gilbert said he may develop blog widgets that allow 

users to put their courteous.ly links on their blogs or websites. He 
may also color-code Gmail messages based on how overwhelmed a 
user’s inbox is for easier awareness.

Gilbert started courteous.ly to infuse email with more social consid-
eration. But now he’s also studying whether the software could reduce 
email loads by monitoring the users’ accounts over several months to 
test its impact. Gilbert hopes this is just one way to improve email.

“Email is the Internet’s first and most prolific social medium, going 
back all the way to the 1960s, and it’s often overlooked and under-
analyzed in comparison to newer channels,” Gilbert said. “That makes 
it an attractive place to do research because everybody uses it but not 
a lot of innovation has happened in a long time. There’s definitely 
room for improvement.”

                        http://courteous.ly

Previous CRC exercise clinics have included a training session on yoga. 
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AMELIA PAVLIK 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

Not everyone knows the correct form for a squat 
or how to “circuit” train, which is why the Campus 
Recreation Center (CRC) is hosting a series of summer 
exercise clinics. 

The 30-minute free clinics are open to members of the CRC and are 
taught by CRC personal trainers.

“These clinics are a great way to learn new exercises and how to do 
them correctly,” said Faith Doldo, fitness coordinator of the G.I.T. FIT 
programs. “And it’s a great way to pick the brain of a personal trainer.” 

The following clinics will be held in June and July: 

•	June 13: Core Training (5:30 p.m.)

•	June 15: Squat Technique (6 p.m.) 

•	June 22: Beginning Circuit Training (6 p.m.)

•	June 27: Chest Press Technique (6 p.m.)

•	July 13: BOSU Stability Ball Training (6 p.m.)

Each clinic will include a demonstration of proper technique by the 
trainer and time for participants to practice exercises and ask ques-
tions. 

Clinic topics are usually selected by the trainers, based on their areas 
of expertise. But if people have topic suggestions for the clinics that 
will be held weekly in the fall, Doldo encourages them to email her at 
faith.doldo@crc.gatech.edu.

                        www.crc.gatech.edu

Tell Us About Your Strategic Planning Initiatives
It’s been almost a year since the strategic plan was 

launched, and we here at The Whistle want to know 
what you are doing to implement the plan in your unit. 

Whether you are a faculty or staff member, we want to 
hear the specific initiatives that you and your unit are 
involved in. Email us at editor@comm.gatech.edu.
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3BR/2BA house in North Decatur (close 
to Medlock Park/Pool, Emory, CDC) 
priced to sell. Bonus room, dining room, 
living room, new appliances (W/D, refrig-
erator, gas stove), landscaped backyard 
with patio. $175,000. Contact Jayson at 
404-551-2607 or jayson@chuck 
smithgroup.com.

3BR/2BA 10 minutes from Tech, near 
Inman Park. Wood floors, historic dis-
trict, off-street parking, W/D. Available 
July 1. $1,400/mo. Contact britta.kallin@
modlangs.gatech.edu or call 404-374-
0407.

1BR condo for rent near Carter Center 
(near Midtown, Highlands, L5P, O4W, 
Inman Park, Freedom Parkway). HW 
floors, granite counters, W/D in unit, 
controlled-access building, covered 
parking. Water, trash, recycling included 
in rent. $865/mo. Available June 1. 
Contact stacey.scott@gatech.edu.

3BR/2BA peaceful, furnished, 1,200 
sq. ft. water-front cottage with 400 ft. 
dock along the southern outer banks 
(Morehead City, N.C.); $750/wk. Wi-Fi, 
central A/C, W/D, hammock, incredible 
view. NO SMOKING OR PETS. More 
info: http://travel.ajc.com/ads/158; jud.
ready@gatech.edu.

3BR/2.5BA townhouse in Union City for 
lease. Near I-85 South and
close to Jackson/Hartsfield Airport. 
$850/mo., deposit negotiable.  All
electric appliances included. Large gour-
met kitchen and hardwood floors in
dining room. Two-car parking in rear. 
Available immediately. Contact
Celeste at 678-510-9810.

Fully furnished studio (775 sq. ft.) with 
partition for bedroom, fully equipped 
kitchen, W/D, large balcony. Rent $990, 
utilities included. Near I-75/I-85, public 
transport. Contact Shiva at 404-323-
4462 or kintali@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Members of the Georgia Tech Bridge 
Club invite students, faculty and staff to 
join them to play bridge, both socially 
and competitively. Everyone is welcome, 
from complete novices to seasoned play-
ers. Contact giorgio.casinovi@ece.gatech.
edu for more information.

Fitness Gear weight bench set with the 
following weight sizes included: two 
25 lb., four 10 lb., six 5 lb., six 2.5 lb. 
Pictures upon request. $50. Contact Rita
Brown at rita.brown@nrc.gatech.edu or 
call 404-385-3898.

Toshiba CF20D40 20-in. standard defini-
tion television. No remote control. $20. 
Set of 3-way Leach speakers. Plyboard 
exterior perfect for painting. 10-in. woof-
er, 4-in. mid, 1-in. tweeter. $50 for the 
pair. Call 404-407-7051 or email james.
corbett@gtri.gatech.edu.

Sweet and beautiful 3-year-old Calico cat 
looking for a good home where she could 
be the only pet. Please call Stefan Roth 
at 404-407-7505 or send an email to 
stefan.roth@gtri.gatech.edu.

Package of Kenwood KAC 8103 D 1000 
watts amp with a 12 in. dual 4 Ohms 
Diamond D-3 Sub with enclosure for 
$350. Excellent condition. Contact Marilu 
Suarez at marilu.suarez@inta.gatech.edu 
or 404-894-4452.

Responsible U.C. Berkeley Environmental 
Science post-doc seeking rental in 
Midtown/Brookwood area beginning 
summer 2011. Ideal situation would be 
with a faculty member on sabbatical. 
Previous experience house-sitting and 
pet-sitting, references available. Happy to 
take care of pets (loves dogs) and plants. 
Please contact Rachel at RachelSmith@
Berkeley.edu.

Ads appear and run for three issues in 
the order in which they are received. 

Email submissions to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

CLASSIFIEDSCommunity
Professor Aims to Dispel Astrophysics Myths	
AMELIA PAVLIK 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

Deirdre Shoemaker has become 
accustomed to people not believing 
in black holes — even one of her 
stepson’s teachers.     

“When he 
was in elemen-
tary school, my 
stepson came 
home with an 
English writing 
assignment on 
myths,” said the 
astrophysicist 
who is an asso-
ciate professor 
in the School 
of Physics and 
works within 

the Center for Relativistic Astrophysics. “His 
topic choices included Big Foot, the Loch 
Ness monster and black holes.”

Another common misconception that 
Shoemaker has encountered is that black 
holes are giant, cosmic vacuum cleaners that 
will suck everything in.

“Fortunately, they’re not,” she said. “If we 
replaced our sun with a black hole of the 
same mass, Earth wouldn’t be sucked into 
it. However, the lack of sunlight would be a 
problem.” 

Shoemaker has worked in her field for 
about 15 years, since she was a graduate stu-
dent at the University of Texas at Austin. As 
an astrophysicist, she considers herself to be 

a “detective of the universe.”
“We are using clues and evidence to deter-

mine what the universe is and how and why 
it looks like it does to us today,” she added. 

Recently, The Whistle sat down with 
Shoemaker to learn more about her and her 
time at Tech. Here’s what we learned:

How did you get to Tech? 
I was an assistant professor at The 

Pennsylvania State University for four years 
before being asked to apply to Georgia Tech. 
I was hired as part of an effort to initiate a 
research and teaching group dedicated to 
astrophysics, which evolved into the Center 
for Relativistic Astrophysics.

Tell us about your research.     
I use computational techniques to solve 

the equations that govern how two black 
holes interact with each other. The byprod-
uct of that interaction is called “gravitational 
radiation.” Gravitational radiation is a kind 
of radiation predicted by Einstein’s theory of 
gravity, but it has not been directly detected 
(we are used to electromagnetic waves like 
light and microwaves).   

What is your greatest challenge associated 
with teaching and how do you deal with it?

When I teach large introductory classes, 
the challenge is to maintain a persona that 
is respected and approachable. My person-
ality, which is quite friendly, is a plus and 
a minus for this. I think it helps me be an 
approachable instructor and encourages 
students to ask questions in class, but I also 
have to maintain a balance in and out of the 
classroom. I think the balance comes from 

demanding that the students respect each 
other and me. Little things help accomplish 
this such as not allowing talking in the room 
when one person is speaking.

      
What are three things that are key to making 
learning more engaging for students? 

Humor, patience and research. I think 
a sense of humor is essential in teaching, 
second only to having the patience to let 
students ask questions in their own time and 
words. These two things help create a class-
room atmosphere where a student can feel 
comfortable. I also try to bring up relevant, 
current research as often as possible so stu-
dents can get a feeling for why we find phys-
ics so interesting and why it is important to 
society.

 
What piece of technology could you not live 
without as an instructor?

The Internet, because it allows me to 
research how others teach material similar to 
my own.

What are three things everyone should do 
while working at Tech?

Run the annual Pi Mile 5K, slide down that 
crazy water slide at the Campus Recreation 
Center and attend a commencement cer-
emony.

Where is the best place to grab lunch (on or 
off campus), and what do you order? 

I love to order soup at La Petite Café.

Tell me something unusual about yourself.
My family and I have two Great Danes — 

they pretty much run the household, but 
they are gentle dictators.

‘The Story of Georgia Tech’
In honor of Tech’s 125th birthday year, we’re partner-

ing with Georgia Tech Alumni Magazine to highlight a 
piece of Tech history. This issue’s topic: M.L. Brittain’s 
“The Story of Georgia Tech.”

The following excerpt is number 33 on the list “125 Pieces of Tech 
History,” featured in the September/October 2010 issue of Georgia 
Tech Alumni Magazine: 

Archives has a signed copy of M.L. Brittain’s “The Story of Georgia 
Tech,” published in 1948. Brittain became president on July 14, 1922. 
In retirement, he was named president emeritus and continued to reside 
in the campus home built for him. After his death, the house was demol-
ished to make way for the Burge Parking Deck.   

RAMBLIN’ THROUGH TIME

Deirdre Shoemaker

Know of Anyone We Should Profile? 
Do you know of someone who would be good to profile for 

our faculty and staff Q&A feature (above)? 
Email suggestions to editor@comm.gatech.edu. 

Yves Berthelot and Steve McLaughlin have been 
assigned the grade of “Chevalier dans l’Ordre natio-
nale de Merite”— the grade of knight in the French 
National Order of Merit. This notification came from 
Valérie Pécresse, the minister of Higher Education 
and Research for France, last month. 

French nationals, as well as nationals of foreign countries, can 
be received into the order for distinguished and meritorious ser-
vice to French society. 

It represents the second highest civilian award accorded by 
France. Berthelot and McLaughlin’s awards were made on the 
advice of the minister of Higher Education and Research. 

Berthelot is president of Georgia Tech-Lorraine, and 
McLaughlin is vice provost for international initiatives. Both 
recipients have played a significant role in establishing alliances 
between Georgia Tech and French governmental, industrial and 
academic entities. 

The receipt of this honor reflects the recognition and apprecia-
tion of the French government for their roles in advancing the 
education, research and economic development of France.

               www.georgiatech-metz.fr 
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